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The family spirit is still the same 

Come and see it made We'd like to shm,- YOU 

how we have been distilling our exclu1>ivc Glentiddich pure malt 
whisky for the past eighty odd years. We are the 
descendants of the first William Grant who in IHR6 built 
with his 1>cven som the Glenfiddich di st illery at Dutftm\ n . 
Two of his som, A lex, with the dog, and C harles, '>econd 
from t he left, appear in t h is old photo~raph . 

G rant's is, above all, an independent family comp<111V; 
it is family owned and managed, and the family spirit 
extends to the distillery workers, many of whom arc the 
descendants of the original men and women who worked 
at Glenfiddich eighty ycar1> ago. _ 

Eighty odd year1> have brought a tcw changes ot couro.,c. 
Today the business has grown to include not on h 
G lenfi'ddich and its sister malt distillerv, Balvcnic, but 
also the world's most modern grain distillcrv, C irvan, in the 
Burns country, and the Lowland malt di stillery, Ladyhurn 

W h y not ring DuHtown 37-1 next t1mc vou arc in the 
distriCt and WC wiJI shOW you SO I11C oi th e secrets juo.,t i>Oll1e 
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GEORGESON 
LTD. 

Motor Body, Panel and 
Wing Repairers 
Car Upholstery 
Acetylene Welding 
Cellulose Spraying 
and Under-Sealing 

BALMORAL MOTOR BODY WORKS 

80 BROOMHILL ROAD, 
ABERDEEN 
Tel. 29421 Est. 1896 

Attention! 
"BYDAND" 

The Badge of Courage 

* 
BE CO-OPERATIVE 

THE SYMBOL OF 
TOP QUALITY 

AND 

SAFE MILK 
Co-operative Dairies 

BERRYDEN ROAD 
ABERDEEN 

TEL 202Jl. 

In Pub, Club or at 
your own fireside

enjoy 

BITTER 
LEMON 
-GOES WITH 

GIN 

• SCOTCH 
COLA 

-GOES WITH 
RUM 

AMERICAN GINGER ALE 
- rare with Whisky 

- and of course, 

LEMONADE 
WM. HAY & SONS (ABERDEEN) LIMITED 

BERRYDEN ROAD, ABERDEEN. 

BACK CARE DE-LUXE • . . BY THE 

TOP QUALITY ORTHOPAEDIC DIVAN 

People who suffer from back complaints 
require beds which give soothing, but very 
firm support to the entire body in such a 
way that tension and strains cannot occur. 
The result of exhaustive testing over many 
years shows that the back care de-luxe 

provides exactly the fi rmness needed. 

5 YEARS GUARANTEE 

NORTHERN 
Co-operative Society 

Limited 

HOUSE FURNISHING DEPARTME:NT 
NORCO HOUSE, 

GEORGE STREET ABERDEEN 
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·JARDINES • 

MILITARY AND CIVILIAN TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS 

THE SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL TAILORS 

WILLIAM JARDINE & SONS LTD 
12-14 FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH, EH1 3LJ 

TELEPHONE: 031-556. 6955 Telegrams: "JARDINF.S, EDINBURGH" 

ESTABLISHED 1498 

The Shore Porters, Society 
12 Virginia Street, 

Aberdeen 

• FURNITURE REMOVERS AND STORERS 

• HAULAGE CONTRACTORS 

• OVERSEAS REMOVALS UNDERTAKEN 

TEL. ABERDEEN 29381-2-3 
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EDITORIAL NOTICES 
REGIMENTAL TWEED 

It was decided that the present pattern of 
Regimental Tweed was too soft for sporting clothes 
and as the current stocks were running out that 
we wou ld order another batch of a harder wearing 
material. 

The new tweed will be ready by the end of 
August 1971 at the cost of £2.25 per yard plus 
purchase tax. It should be ordered through R.H.Q. 

There are some 8 suit lengths of the old pattern 
still available at £1.96 per yard plus purchase tax. 
This is very suitable for ord inary suits. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Christmas Cards may be ordered at any time 

now from Regimental Headquarters. In addition to 
the five coloured inserts available as in previous 
years, a new insert for the upright card is avail
able:-A scene from the Afghan War in 1878-80 by 
Skeoch Cumming, " The Frozen Jock." 

The cost is the same as previously, i.e. 60p. 
per dozen including inserts. Plus postage. 

REGIMENTAL HISTORY 
Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson has been com

missioned to write a new volume of the Life of a 

Reg iment covering the period 1945 to the present 
day. 

Would anybody having documents or diaries or 
other material which might assist him please write 
to him direct. 

Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson, Esq., 
3 South Terrace, 
LONDON, S.W.7. 

RECORDS BY THE REGIMENTAL BANDS 
The following records have been made by the 

Reaimental Bands and are availab le from music 
dealers: 
The Gordons for You (Drums and Pipes) SCX 6409 
The Gallant Men (Military Band ) TWO 249 
Marching Down Town (Military Band) TWO 170 
Royal Deeside (Both ) SZLP 2094/ ZLP 2094 
Cock of the North (Both) ZLP 2069 
Scotland The Brave (Both ) SOC 957 

THE GLENFIDDICH SALVER 
The Salver was presented to the Commanding 

Officer, Lt Col D. H. W. Brown, MC, at Glenfiddich 
Distillery, Dufftown, on Tuesday, 16th March, 1971 , 
by Mr. Eric L Roberts, Managing Director of 
Will iam Grant and Sons Ltd., Glasgow. 

Lieutenant-Colonel D. H. W. Brown, MC, hands over a plaque bear ing the Regimental Crest to Mr. E. L . Roberts, Chairman, 
William Gr ant & Sons, Ltd. Holding the Silver Salver presented to the Battalion by Glenfiddich Distillery Is Major 

E. F. Gordon. 

\ 
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Visit our Showrooms 

to see the latest 

Wall Coverings 

on display. 

GRAMPIAN 

----------------
5 
-
-----= = 

(Paint & Wallpaper) Ltd. -

33-37 SUMMER STREET, 

ABERDEEN -

Telephone: Aberdeen 27301 

Also at 17 Commercial Street, Dundee 
._ __________________________ ~ 
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UTCH 
/AMES G 11UTCH< MOTORS 'LTD 

366 KING STREET 
ABERDEEN Te/24213 

LEAVINBP 
JOIN TED IN 
AUSTRALIA 
Edward Podesta quit the army when his 
service period ended in Germany and 
found himself with a wife, ten children and 
no home. He contacted Landall for personal 
sponsorship. Job prospects checked, the 
Podesta's were in Melbourne and there they 
bought a Landall luxury house-one of 
150 styles. That's Landall service. 
For further details of this unique scheme, 
fill in the coupon below and post today to:-

LANDALL AUSTRALIAN EMPLOYMENT 
& HOUSING INFORMATION CO., 

Howard House, Arundel Street, Strand, WC2. --------
Please send me further details of the Landall I Housing/ Employment Plan. 

Name . . . ................. . . ... . 

I Address .. . ..... .. . . . ....... .. I 
I 
L ___ _ 

...... .. ...................... 1 
..... .. .. ........ . ...... TS1 ____ _j 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
The Most Comprehensive 
Photographic Service In 

the North - East. 

• 
EQUIPMENT, ACCESSORIES, 
MATERIALS and PROCESSING 

GROUPS, DANCES, WEDDINGS 

APSOLUTELY 
EVERYTHING PHOTOGRAPHIC 

Aberdeen Photographic Service 
22-26 Marischal Street 

and 489 Union Street, Aberdeen. 

Tel. 51333/4/5. 
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The presentation was attended by Directors and 
Managers of Glenfiddich and Balvenie Distilleries, 
and a representative party from the Battalion found 
from those attending a Recruiting Course at Keith. 

In making the presentation Mr. Roberts said it 
marked the association which had existed over the 
years between Glenfiddich and the Regiment 
through family (Gordon) connections, territorial 
connections, and war-time connections when the 
officers of the 8th Bn were stationed at Balvenie 
House in 1940. On leaving Dufftown the officers 
had presented to Mrs. Grant a silver salver which 
is now in the Glasgow Office of the firm. This 
presentation was therefore in a sense " tit for tat." 

After the presentation all ranks were entertained 
to lunch, and subsequently toured the distillery. 

CURLING 
The Highland Brigade Bonspiel took place at 

the Haymarket Rink, Edinburgh, on 24-26 March, 
1971. Two rinks were entered and were eliminated 
in the quarter finals. The A rink being defeated by 
the Black Watch 8 shots to 6 whilst the B rink 
succumbed to Queen's Own B rink by 16 shots to 
7. One consolation was that in the match against 
the Lothian Ladies our rink scored the only 
success. John Durbin, shortly to be posted to 
Edinburgh, will take over the Regimental Curling. 

GOLF 
Twenty-three players attended a Meeting at 

Keith Golf Club on Wednesday, 31st March. 
In the morn ing a Medal and Stableford round 

was played and won by the guest artist Colonel 
Charles Oakley from Highland Area. Alistair alias 
George Kennedy was runner-up. The perseverance 
prize went to Alan (Ferdie) Ross. 

Afternoon's play consisted of foursomes, the 
main contest being Officers versus Sergeants, who 
competed for a Silver Rose Bowl presented by 
Lieutenant Colonel Derek Brown on relinquishing 
command. It is hoped that this will be competed 
for annually. 

Results:-

Morning Scratch winner, Colonel C. Oakley 76 
Runner-up, Lt. A. I. G. Kennedy 93 
Marathon, Lt A. Ross 137 
sss Keith 68! 

Afternoon Officers v. Sergeants 
Lt Strachan and Captain Peebles beat RSM 

Cameron and CSM Schoneville 2 and 1. 
Lt Kennedy and Captain Neilson beat Sgts Clark 

and Winters 7 and 6. 

Highland Brigade Spring Meeting at Prestwick, 
5th, 6th and 7th May 

We could only muster one team and one 
reserve player. We played the Argylls first, they 
had a very powerful team and we did not win a 
match. However in the next series the Black Watch 
beat the Argylls 3-2 and later we were defeated 
5-0 by the Black Watch, but it was quite a close 
thing as three games were decided on the last 
green. 

David Saunders won his match playing against 
the Queen 's Own Highlanders-our only success. 
He also won the Serving Officers Medal Round 
and with it a large silver pot. The Argylls won the 
Martin Holt with the BW and QOH tying for second 
place. 

Please note the Autumn Meeting at Gleneagles 
on October 30th and 31st. Names to RHO. 

The Spring Meeting w ill be played at Dornoch, 
17th-19th May, 1972. Names to RHQ. 

CRICKET 
Highland Brl.gade v. Household Brigade 

Burton Court, 23rd June. 
Highland Brigade won by 57 runs. 

Scores: Highland Brigade 195 for 9 dec. 
Household Brigade 138 

Captain R. M. Kinghorn and 2Lieut The Hon. 
ian Chant-Sempill were our Regimental repre
sentatives, the latter unfortunately run out before 
he received a bali-a rough introduction to social 
games. 

Highland Brigade v. Lowland Brigade 
Raeburn Place, Edinburgh, 15th and 16th June. 

Lowland Brigade won by 6 wickets. 
Highland Brigade 204 for 7 dec. (Capt David White 

30 n.o.) and 114 (White 85 ). 
Lowland Brigade 21 0 for 5 dec. and 115 fo r 4. 

Kinghorn and White took part. 

LONDON DINNER 
The Annual Dinner of the Gordon Highlanders' 

Dinner Club was held at the Hyde Park Hotel , 
London, on the 8th June, 1971 . 

The Colonel of the Regiment presided and we 
had an hounoured guest in the person of Monsieur 
Pierre Boudet. 

The following Officers attended:
General: Sir Horatious Murray. 
Ueut General: Sir George Gordon Lennox. 

2nd BATTALION 
The 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
THE FIRST 

REUNION DINNER 
for 

all ex-Members of the Second Battalion 
will take place in the 

QUEEN'S HOTEL, ABERDEEN 
on 

FRIDAY, 8th OCTOBER, 1971 
2000 hrs. for 2030. 

DRESS - INFORMAL 

TICKETS, Price £1 .05, can be obtained from: 
Mr. W. STRACHAN, 5 CRUDEN PARK, 

NORTHAELD, ABERDEEN 
Cheques and Postal Orders made payable to 
the Second Battalion Gordon High landers' 

Association. 

All Tickets must be obtained by 21st 
September, 1971 . 
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INVERNESS ARMY & NAVY STORES 
SPECIALISTS IN CAMPING EQUIPMENT ALL TYPES WORK WEAR 

73 CASTLE STREET TEL. 36406 INVERNESS 

FOR TENTS, SLEEPING BAGS, ETC. 

All Types of Sporting 
Clothing 

JAVELIN SKI/SPEEDBOAT 
(up to 25 H.P. Motor) 

Big 
diseounts 
on~our 

new ear 
orearavan 
eashorHP 
through 
Naafi 

See our Display of Inflatable Boats 
from 3 h.p. to 25 h.p. 

Mater ial : Hypalon 
Length: 9ft. 9in. 
Width: Sft. Oin. 
Weight: 541bs. 
Packed Size: 40in. x 30in. x 12in. 
(Complete with Floor, Inflatable 
Seat, Inflator, Bow Dodger and 
Holdall) 

£139.90 
(Boats can be purchased from £20 to £139.90) 

Naafi doesn 't actually sell y ou the car o r caravan. Naafi's part 
o f the deal is to see t hat it costs you as littl e as p ossible. 
This is h o w : 

DISCOUNTS FROM 7?,% T O 13% OFF THE BASIC PRICE of most 
popular British cars and 7?,% to 10% OFF touring caravans bought , 
through a Naafi introduction, from a dealer in the UK for U K or overseas 
use. 

SPECIAL EXPORT DISCOUNT OF 1 5% OFF many Austin, M orris, 
Triumph and Rover cars bought through a Naafi introduction, if 
you arc being posted abroad from the UK or from one overseas country 
to another. 

FIRST CLASS HP T ERM S and low HP charges w i thout strings 
such as annual subscriptions. 

D ELI VE RY TO SUIT YOUR CON VEN IEN CE - car to the airport 
when you arrive in the UK, to your home town or new station; 
your caravan to your home town in UK or to an overseas port. 

T H ESE ARE THE WORLD WIDE ADVANTAGES OF USING 
NAAFI H P 

O Enti tlementto full dealer services retained 0 Free personal insur~nce 
O lnsurance cover against three quarters of your liability to purchase 
tax and import "duty on a car- subject to simple conditions - if 
prematurely repatriated from overseas 0 Naafi provides deposit saving 
facilities to build up a deposit for a future purchase. 
Naafi will also finance the purchase of used cars in UK and Germany. 

S ee your Naafi Manager for full details or in case of difficulty 
complete t his coupon without obligation. 

Car Sales Manager, 0 New car for use in :::N,;;am;:n.e;;;::,.------- ------- .~ 
Naa.fi, London SEll (state country) (block l~:u rrs) -

Please send me S tate model.. .... --·-····~---·-.... --·-·· Address ,; 
~:~~;:~~~:~ 0 New touring caravan ;:,;(brnloc;;tk;;:l,iiill;,:;.,~,--------------~ 
obligation. I am 0 Used car '] 
interested i~ 0 Dcposi t saving (to enab!e me to build -"' 
~ upadeposit foraruturepurchase) ~ 

Pl~st: lick:cl:it:hn·capp!it.S A 

I 
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Major Generals: E. C. Colville; K. C. Davidson. 
Brigadier: The Lord Salerno. 
Colonels: C. N. Barker; Sir Hugh Boustead; G. W. 

Bruce; M. C. MacDonald; R. T. MacPherson. 

Lieut Colonels: M. H. du Boulay; D. H. W. Brown; 
J. D. Chalmers; G. R. Elsmie; F. Kernohan; R. 
G. Lees; F. J . C. Moffat; G. N. Ross; H. W. B . 
Saunders; S. W. Chant-Sempill ; R. B. Wilkinson: 
H. Wright. 

Majors: P. Bell ; J. T . D. Durbin; J. R. Dunlop; P. 
W. Graham; P. B. Hay; M. P. Henderson; G. H. 
Hutchinson; K. J. Irvine; C. R. D'l. Kenworthy; 
A. Lumsden; L. I. G. G. M. Maclean; P. B. de T. 
Rooke; D. G. B. Saunders; A. N. M. Scott; R. G. 
Findlay-Shirras; J. P. P. Taylor; R. Warlow; W. 
D. R. West; W. Williams; A. T. Wilson. 

Captains: W. J . M. Beckwith; C. T. M. Booth; M. 
M. Cruickshank; A. M. Cumming; R. D. Finlay; 
J . W. Gordon; G. M. Hallowes; W. G. Lewis; D. 
J . MacMillan; C. M. Wolfe-Murray; P. E. L. A. 
Myers; I. A. N. Rail; T. I. Robinson; M. N. B. 
N. Ross; J. de B. Stansfeld; J. R. Urquhart; C. 
H. Van der Noot. 

Messrs J . C. Aston; A . J. Anderson ; W. J. Ewart; 
A. M. Graham; J. B. H. Leckie; D. C. T . Pollock; 
L. 0. Rhodes; H. G. A. Ross; J. A. S. Russell. 

EDINBURGH DINNER 
A very successful Dinner was held again this 

year on 26th February, at the North British Hotel. 

The Colonel of the Regiment presided and the 
chief guests were The Secretary of State for Scot
land, GOC in C Scotland and Lt Col Blacklock and 
Officers of the Scots Greys. There were also a 
number of private guests. 

Offi cers attend ing were:
General: Sir George Gordon Lennox. 
Brigadier: The Lord Salerno. 
Colonels: C. M. Usher; G. W. Bruce. 
Lieutenant Colonels: J . A. A. MacMillan; D. H. W. 

Brown; G. A. Elsmie; R. G. Lees; F. Moffat; R. 
W. Petrie; M. Robb; J. R. Robertson-Mclsaac; 
A. Selbie; R. W. Smith; H. Wright; D. Polson-Hall. 

Majors : J. Durbin; T. Duke; M. H. 0 . Forbes; I. 
Fleming; C. J . Gordon-Steward; E. F. Gordon; 
K. J . Irvine; C. R. D 'l. Kenworthy; W. Leslie; 
G. Morrison; J. R. D. Murray; A. Ogilvie; P. B. 
Rooke; R. D. Findlay-Shirras; M. A. C. Stephen; 
N. V. A. Simpson; D. Spark; N. S. Thornton
Kemsley; H. Gardener. 

Captains: H. A. Aitchison; M. A. Avery; P. A. Ashby; 
A. M. Cumming; G. I. Davidson; A. Duncan; A. 
Linzee-Gordon; R. S. Hay; R. Kinghorn; K. 
Lumsden; T. McRae; G. A. Patterson; G. Peebles; 
A. Robinson; A. N. Smith; H. M. Usher; J. R. 
Urquhart; C. M. Wolfe-Murray. 

Messrs. Davies; P. de Mier; A. Heffren; A. I. G. 
Kennedy; D. MacDonald-Haig; F. C. MacDonald ; 
K. J . Peters ; C. Price; Sir Neis Ramsay; D. G. 
Ross; L. Rhodes; A. D. P. Ross; A. W. Simmers; 
I. F. Stewart; R. D. Strachan. 

PERSONS AND PLACES 
The last issue heralded the arrival of the 

Battalion at Fort George, now they have departed 
and have been in Cyprus for over three months. 
In February they marched through Aberdeen when 
the Lord Provost as Lord Lieutenant of the City, 
accompanied by the Colonel of the Regiment and 
other dignitaries, took the Salute from the steps of 
the Music Hall. The Batta lion marc hed to the Beach 
Ballroom where they were entertained to lunch as 
guests of the City. Immediately after, Companies 
split up throughout the Regimental Area and 
carried out a fortnight's successful recruiting cam
paign. A Buffet Lunch was laid on at RHO for wives 
and friends. 

Arrangements for the Edinburgh Dinner were 
hampered by the postal strike, this was the twenty
fifth dinner and we were delighted to have the 
originator and dinner doyen, Colonel Charles Usher 
among those present. The banqueting staff of the 
North British had put a limit of eighty diners, over 
ninety turned up and a c risis seemed imminent. 
The matter was solved by Colonel Usher persuad
ing (ordering) the head waiter to lay an extra table 
in the ante room, the younger diners are indebted 
to him for this and showed thei r appreciation with 
a continual barrage of noise and comment from 
outside. 

A succesful Retreat and Cocktail Party was 
held at Fort George in March. The evening turned 
out. as always on these occasions, to be dull and 
cold but fortunately no rain. Field Marshal Sir 
James Cassells took the Salute of the bands and 
it was good to see Colonel Alec Wolfe-Murray, 
Second in Command of the 2nd Battalion when the 
Regiment was last at the Fort (1926) among those 
present. 

At the end of March the Colonel of the Regi
ment and Lady Gordon Lennox gave a supper party 
for all Officers and their wives at Gordon Castle. 
The next day a Regimental Golf Meeting was held 
at Keith details of which appear elsewhere. 

About this time Derek Brown handed over 
command to John Macmillan and took himself, 
family, motor cars and doos off to York. The 
Regimental sticker " Life's Great as a Gordon" 
seems very appropriate on the rear window of a 
Mercedes Benz 250 SE but does not show up too 
well on the lower grades of transport to be found 
at RHO. 

The advance party lett for Cyprus from Kinloss 
in a VC1 0 of RAF Transport Command at 0830 
hrs on a bleak morn ing. Their departure was 
hastened by the Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier 
Frank Coutts from Hiq hland Area, and Mike du 
Boulay from nearby Forres. Before take off the 
Pipe Band (also passengers) played on the tarmac 
outside the hangars, the sound of music was 
partially eclipsed by the barrage of champagne 
corks from within. A bunch of hand-picked Officers 
under Peter Rooke were in this party and it was 
obvious to the cynical eye that the main intention 
was to get their oar in first before the arrival of 
the main body. This modern age of travel-by the 
time the ROl l arrived back in Aberdeen the fl ight 
was only one hour ( local time) from Cyprus. How
ever, let it be known that aforementioned Retread 
did debus at RHO armed with stick which is more 
than can be said for later happenings at Akrotiri. 

A welcome vis it to Aberdeen by General Eddie 
Colville and his wife. He was met by some local 
dwellers who had served with him, among them 
Colonel Harry Wright and James Irvine, both 
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aY APPOINTMENT TO 
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

MEYER & MORTIMER LTD. 
Military, Civil and Sporting Tailor$ 

Official Regimental Tailors to the Gordon Highlander. 

6 SACKVILLE STREET : LONDON, W.l 
Telephone REGent 3135 

CAIRNGORM HOUSE 

29 QUEENSGATE 

HAND-MADE 
CLAN CRESTS 
IN SILVER 

(MEDLOCK & CRAIK) 
(Prop. R. W. Allan, 2885377) 

Opposite main Post Office 

SILVER £2.60 

INVERNESS 

CLAN PLAQUES 
WOOD-CARVED 
WITH TARTAN 

SPECIALISTS IN SCOTTISH JEWELLERY AND HORN GOODS 

Established 1876 Phone 33976 
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frequent and welcome visitors. The General pre
sented to the Museum the prototype set of the 
Regimental Hunt button which he and Jock Stuart 
had 'minted' in Edinburgh in 1935. 

Among our other visitors have been Frank and 
Betty Moffat from Edinburgh, Willie Low from 
Dinnet, 'Jean ' Mcintosh, and Snowy Strachan from 
Aberdeen, the former runs a most successful 
5th/7th Bn Association whilst the latter has started 
up a 2nd Battalion Association for all those who 
have ever served with this Battalion; it divides 
really into three phases of eras:-2nd Bn ore-war 
or Far East Prisoners, new 2nd Bn who fought in 
NW Europe and those who served till the Battalion 
went into suspended animation and amalgamated 
with the 1st Bn in 1948. A reunion dinner is to be 
held in Aberdeen in October. 

Rumour has it that Charles Barker is to be pro
moted Brigadier, our congratulations, and we hope 
that his appointment will be a good one, preferably 
near a golf course. To Charles we are grateful for 
his reminders of our omiSSions m the Magazine, 
especially the retirement of Reg Wilkinson in April, 
1970 after 42 years service, all those who served 
with the Regiment post war know and admire him. 
To summarise his service would seem like an 
obituary, but he had a distinguished record, 
awarded the MBE and mentioned in despatches. 
RHO applied to the Officers' Records for his 
'statistics.' At the conclusion of his summary of 
service Lieutenant Colonel (Retd) R. B. Wilkinson, 
MBE, BMCS and his admirers will be pleased to 
know (quote) " His record and services were 
satisfactory" (unquote). 

Derek Napier on leave from the Australian Army 
visited RHO. He has been serving with the 7th 
Royal Australian Regiment in Vietnam. Our home 
based officers also keep in touch, among the 
regulars being A listair Cumm ing, now with the 
Battalion in Cyprus, David White, ex-Cyprus, Jan 
Chant-Sempill , Roddy Kinghorn and Kenneth 
Lumsden. Jack Stenhouse occasionally looks in 
from the depot at Glencorse. 

The first week in June saw a large gathering in 
London for the Retreat on the Horseguards. After 

the Retreat there was an official reception in the 
Banqueting Hall, Whitehall. Each regiment was 
allotted seventy vacancies for which two hundred 
and eighty applied. The Regiment held a small 
cocktail party in the " Rag " for those who did not 
get tickets for the reception. In all over 760 tickets 
for the Retreat were sent out by RHO. Glyn Mills, 
now Williams & Glyns Bank, held a supper party 
in Kirkland House and there were junketings with 
The London Scottish at 59 Buckingham Gate. 

A buffet luncheon was held in the ' In and Out' 
next day followed by the Regimental Dinner at the 
Hyde Park Hotel. 

We are grateful to Colonel S ir Hugh Boustead 
for a signed complimentary copy of his book 
"Wind of the Morning." This is his autobiography 
and one of the most interesting and enthralling life 
stories imaginable. 

The Museum have recently purchased some 
large medal cases and the lay out of medals is 
now much more effective, thanks to the hard work 
of the Curator who now would like more medals 
to fill one side of a show case. In May Peter Rooke 
retired from the Army; he came as Second-in
Command to the Battal ion in 1970 from the King 's 
Own Scottish Borderers. We wish him all success 
in the United States. 

News from the Far East still seeps through. 
Ralph Nickson sent some interesting photographs 
of the Selarang incident in 1942 and he seems to 
be on an indefinite posting. 

John Simpson still controls his Army and has 
been joined in the Brunei Peerage by Russell West 
We wish him luck in the forthcoming l ibel action, 
Brent, Twyford and Forgue versus John Hope. 

Malcolm Borthwick we hear languishes in the 
far outback of Queensland and eagerly awaits a 
visit from our itinerant wine exporter Angus Avery, 
who has recently been awarded a d iploma for 
selling sherry to Siamese Saunas. 

To date we have no news of the Battalion 's 
future movements other than that they return to 
Fort Georoe this November. 

OBITUARIES 
ROBIN GEORGE TROTIER 

Robin Trotter was tragically killed whilst out 
hunting in the early part of this year. He was lead
ing his horse across an automatically controlled 
level crossing when the gates closed; he refused 
to abandon his horse and was struck by the train. 

Robin was at Eton and joined the 1st Battalion 
at Dover in January, 1958 on a National Service 
commission. He went with the Regiment to Celie 
where he ran the Battalion Stables with successful 
enthusiasm. He left the Battal ion on completion of 
his whole time service in August, 1959. 

Our deepest sympathy goes to his mother. 

COLONEL W. J. GRAHAM, M.C. 
Colonel William James Graham, who was 

Colonel of the Regiment from 1948 to 1958, died 
at his home in Dorset on 14th May, 1971 in his 
82nd year. Willie to his Regimental friends, Bill to 
his relations and Cclonel Willie to so many 
hundreds of others, first became a Gordon High-

lander in July, 1910 when he was commissioned 
in the 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion. He received 
a Regular Commission in December, 1912 when 
he joined the 2nd Battalion in Cairo. 

During the First World War he landed with the 
Battalion in Zeebrugge in October, 1914, and 
remained with them until he was wounded at the 
Battle of Festubert in May, 191 5. He rejo ined in 
September of the same year, and six months later 
went to Headquarters, 20th Infantry Brigade. After 
a year at home, on a staff course and a staff 
appointment at Cromarty, he returned to France in 
July, 1917 to join the 1st Battalion. and shortly 
afterwards was appointed Staff Captain, 8th Infantry 
l::!rigade. From May to December of 1918 Colonel 
Graham served as Staff Captain at GHQ and for 
the next year as DAQMG with the British Adminis
trative Liaison Bureau at Brussels. 

Returning to Regimental duty in 1920 he was 
appointed Adjutant of the 2nd Battalion wh ilst 
stationed in Glasgow, in Ireland and at Fort 
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H.M. FORCES SAVINGS 

General Sir Geoffrey Musson, Chairman, 
H.M. Forces Savings Committee, said 
recently :-

"What better foundation for the 
serviceman's savings could there 
be than National Savings? His 
money is absolutely safe- of 
course-and he can withdraw it, 
at need, virtually on demand." 

National Savings Securities. 
Here they are :-

National Savings Bank 
Ordinary A ccounts (if open on 
31 st December 1971) pay 3!% interest 
per annum. First £21 of interest free of 
U.K. income tax. 
Investment Accounts pay 7!% interest 
(liable to income tax). 

National Savings Certificates 
D ecimal Issue. 5ft% tax-free interest. 
£1 becomes £ 1-25 in four short years. 

Save As You Earn 
Officers and soldiers may now authorise 
direct deductions from service pay to 
SA YE. Generous tax-free bonuses. 

Premium Savings Bonds 
Big cash prizes. You may win £50,000! 

British Savings Bonds 
Ideal for mess funds. 

Ask your Unit Savings Officer for further 
details or write to:- The Secretary, 
H .M. Forces Savings Committee, Block B, 
Government Buildings, London Road, 
Stanmore, Middlesex, HA7 4P X. 

Hire your Self Drive Car from 

Douglas 
Autohires 

(SELF-DRIVE) 

Latest Models 
ZEPHYR 4's CORTINA ESTATE 

CAR- CORTINA- ESCORT 
Moderate Terms 

I 13 Constitution Street 
ABERDEEN 

AB2 1ET 

PHONE 50743 

Open daily from 9 a.m. - I I p.m. 

(except Sunday) 

Meet your friends for . . . 

Coffee Lunch Afternoon Tea 

High Tea Snacks Dinners 

at the • .. 

IHILK!IIiiiD 
BESTillJRiiNT 

SELF SERVICE 

COFFEE LOUNGE 

Book Now 

347 UNION STREET 
Phone 20318 

Yogurt - Orkney Cheese - Smoked Cheese 
Claymore Cheese - Double Cream - Cream 

Cakes - Sour Cream 
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George. In February, 1922 he relinquished this 
appointment in order to become Ad jutant for the 
next four years of the London Scottish. After two 
more years of Regimental duty with the 2nd 
Battalion at Bardon he went to Kenya, under the 
Colonial Office, from 1929-33, and commanded the 
3rd King's African Rifles. 

Colonel Graham commanded the Depot from 
1934 till 1937, and after a few months as Second
in-Command of the 1st Battal ion at Edinburgh he 
was posted to the 2nd Battalion in Singapore, 
which Battalion he subsequently commanded, from 
December 1938 for three years. 

On the outbreak of the war with Japan Colonel 
Graham was appointed Fortress Commander of 
Penang, on the fall of which he was employed with 
the Ill Indian Corps and finally by Headquarters, 
Malay Command, until the surrender. After four 
years as a prisoner of war in Malaya, Formosa and 
at Mukden in Manchuria, he returned home and 
retired with the rank of Colonel in May, 1946. 

In 1948 he was appointed Colonel of the 
Regiment in succession to Majo r General Si r 
James Burnett of Leys, Bart. 

He mar ried in 1915, Yvette, daughter of the late 
Baron J ules D'Anethan of Brussels and by her had 
a son, now living in Belgium. In 1933 he married 
again-Alexandra Mary, daughter of the late James 
Fin layson of Johnstone, Renfrewshire, who died in 
February this year. 

Colonel Graham was awarded the Military Cross 
in 1916. He was a member of Royal Company of 
Archers (Queen 's Bodyguard for Scotland). In 1953 
he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for Kin
cardineshire and Vice-Lieutenant in 1959. 

Colonel and Mrs. Graham lived near Banchory 
from after the last war until moving to Dorset a few 
years ago. During the years on Deeside he was 
able to enjoy his favourite recreations of shooting 
and fishing and he returned as recently as 1969 
to fish the Dee where, as so often before, he was 
very s uccessful. 

Much could be said about Colonel Graham. 
There can have been few who served as long as 
his 46 years in the Regiment, and certainly few 
who were so proud of the Regiment, interested in 
Regimental l ife and as knowledgeable of its great 
traditions. With his tremendous memory, he was 
able to recount all of what went on in the Regiment 
over the last fifty years. 

His death is a sad loss and he will be missed 
by his many friends who were always made wel
come at his home. 

BRIGADIER J. M . HAMILTON, D.S.O. 
James Melville Hamilton died at his home in 

Richmond, Surrey on 21st July , 1971 in his 85th 
year. 

He was educated at Winchester and the RMC 
- joining the 1st Batta lion at Cork in May, 1907, 
he was shortly posted to the 2nd Batta lion at 
Peshawar, where he arrived at the end of Sep
tember of that year. He served with the 2nd 
Battal ion at Peshawar (1907-08). Fort Wil liam 
(1908-10) , Cawnpore (1910-12) , where he was 
promoted Lieutenant, and Cairo ( 1912 to the Great 
War). 

He lett Southampton with the 2nd Battalion for 
the Great War, and remained w ith it until after the 
Battle of Loos in 1915. During this time he brought 
the Battalion out of action three times, having found 

himself the senior officer left at duty, the fi rst time 
at the first Battle of Ypres, when he, Lieuts H. M. 
Sprat, W. J. Grat:am and J. Mackie, and the 
Medical Officer were the only officers left. 

The second time was at the Battle of Neuve 
Chapelle, when Lieut-Col H. Uniacke was killed, 
and Capt J . Stansfeld was again wounded, and 
the third time at the Battle of Festubert, where 
Lieut-Col Alastair Gordon was wounded. 

He was left out of the Battle of Loos as a first 
reinforcement and made Town Major of Vermelles 
for the period of the battle. The rest of the war 
was servea on ine Staff, as Staff Captain, 20th 
Brigade, under Brigadier-General (later Field
Marshal ) Sir Cyril Deverall ; Brigade Major, 166th 
Brigade; GS02 25th Divis ion; and later, Il l Corps. 

For his services in 1914 he was given a Brevet 
Majority to take effect on his promotion to Captain; 
for services in 1915 the Distinguished Service 
Order; he was Mentioned in Despatches in 1914, 
1915 (twice). 1916 and 1917; and was made a 
Member of the Legion d'Honneur (Ofticier) for 
services with the Ill Corps at Noyon and Vil lers 
Breton neux during the retreat in March, 1918. 

After the Armistice he served on the Staff with 
the Headquarters, Army of the Rhine, the Head
quarters Home Forces, and in Egypt until rejo ining 
the 1st Battalion in Malta in 1923 and was at 
Regimental duty with one or other Battalion at 
Cairo, Belgaum, Trimulgherry, Delhi , Ballykinler, 
Alders hot, and tak ing over command of the 1st 
Battalio n in Peshawar and bringing it to Hai fa and 
Edinburgh. . 

He was promoted Colonel in 1938. During the 
1939-45 war he commanded 144 lnf Bde until 1941 
when to took over a Sub Area Command until 1943 
when he was appointed Adviser to the Mi litary 
Government, a post which he held ti l l his retire
ment in 1946. 

R.Q.C.M. writes:-
ln character he was a very quiet, kind and 

gentle man who never raised his voice, not even 
when angry, which he was at any stupidity or in
efficiency and then he could be very biting , looking 
grim and straight with his blue eyes. No officer or 
Jock ever questioned him, nor were there any 
grumbles afterwards. They all loved him and would 
follow him anywhere. He was a great trainer. His 
drill for a night approach march, deployment and 
night attack was used by Hugh Saunders with his 
Battalion of Gordon Highlanders at Alamein. Though 
no games player, he was a prodigious walker and 
kept himself always very fit up to when he fel l sick 
in June. 

His place is very high up among the best Com
manding Officers The Gordon Highlanders have had. 

He is survived by his wife whom he married 
in 1950 and to whom we extend our deepest 
sympathy. 

Mr. J. T . TRIGGS 
There must be many members of the Regiment 

who will have heard with great regret of the 
sudden death of Mr. J. T. Triggs on January 5th 
fo llowing an operation, aged 44. 

When I f irst knew him in 1949; Cpl Triggs, as 
he then was, was a very promising young NCO and 
a keen sportsman. 

There is no doubt that he had a fine career in 
the Regiment in front of him, until that sad day in 
Malaya when as a Sgt he was so seriously 
injured in minimising the effects of an accident. 
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• ~ OY APPOINTMENT T O HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, GOLDSMIT HS AND JEWE LLERS, CARR ARD AND CO~CPANY UMlTED, LONDON 

To mark the occasion 
Throughout history man has 

recorded famous events and his own 
great achievements. For two hundred 
years Garrard have captured the 
splendour of the military in finely 
worked models of silver and gold. 

We offer you the unrivalled skill 
of our designers and craftsmen, and the 
personal service that is the hallmark of 
Garrard, in the creation of a model 
which will remain a permanent 
reminder of your own great occasions. 

G A R R A R 0 The Crown Jewellers 
112, REGENT STREET, LONDON WlA 2JJ. TELEPHONE: 01-734 7020 
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As a result of his injuries he was invalided out 
of the Army •. but, helped enormously by his wife, 
he fought h1s way back to health and for many 
years, up until his death, he was a long distance 
lorry driver. 

A few months ago, he called in to see my wife 
and me, and we had a long talk about the Regi
ment, in which he continued to take a great 
interest. 

Except for occasional headaches, he had 
recovered from the effects of his injuries, and he 
had become a much respected and influential 
member not only of the firm for whom he worked, 
but also of the local community. Indeed his funeral 
was one of the biggest there has been in Meva
gissey for a long time. 

In these days, the country can ill afford to lose 
men of his ca libre at such an early age. 

To his widow and son and to all his relatives 
we extend our deepest sympathy. 

V.D.G.C. 
Mr. A. SMITH 

Alexander " Smiler" Smith, one of Johannes
burg's first traffic controllers and the city's most 
popular policeman of 50 years ago, died on 
Monday, January 11th, 1971 . He was 90. 

His nickname derived from the invariably 
cheerful smile and greeting he gave to passing 
motorists while on point duty at Clarendon Circle 
-an important part of police work before the 
advent of the municipal traffic department in 1933. 

"Smiler' ' Smith came to South Africa with the 
Gordon Highlanders during the South African War. 
He joined the S.A.P. in 1904 and made a name for 
himself as soon as traffic became a problem. 

A Johannesburg newspaper once carried the 
headline: " Traffic congestion near hospital-four 
policemen on point duty-'Smiler' Smith called in." 

However his married daughter, Mrs. P. Todd, 
who with her brother survive him, remembers him 
as being as brave with criminals as with the city 
traffic. 

" I remember he once escorted a prisoner over 
to his native Scotland entirely on his own and 
without using handcuffs." ' 

LT. COL. DUNCAN M. AN NAND, M.B.E., T.D. 
Duncan Matheson Annand died at the Aberdeen 

~oyal Infirmary on June 24th, 1971 , aged 56. He 
1omed the 7th Bn The Gordon Highlanders (T.A.) 
1n 1936 from A.U.O.T.C. on his graduation as M.A. 

Mobilised in 1939, he was successively adjutant 
and Company Commander, before proceeding to 
the Staff College, Camberley. Then followed 
appointments as G.2. H.Q. 30th Corps, and G.L., 
~ritish Element, American 5th Army H.Q., serving 
1n N. Afnca, Italy, and Austria. He was awarded 
the M.B.E. in 1944, the Bronze Star Medal, U.S.A., 
and the T.D. 

After the war, and on the resumption of his 
scholastic career in Aberdeen, he commanded the 
Aberdeen Grammar School Contingent, C.C.F. till 
1954. 

His educational career included appointments 
to Causewayend School, then, post-war to Aber
deen Grammar School (now Rubislaw Academy) 
till 1954 when he became an education officer in 
Northern. R~odesia (now Zambia). On returning 
from Afnca m. 1965 he taught at Quarryhill Primary 
School and Kmg Street, and, 1n 1968 was appointed 
headmaster at Ashley Road Primary school, which 
post he held at the time of his death. 

He is survived by a widow and son, to whom 
we extend our sympathy. 

Mr. J. A. HOAD 
Jack Hoad died in the Star and Garter Home, 

Richmond, on 18th January, 1971. 
Originally in the Wiltshire Regiment he t rans

ferred to the Gordons at the end of the 1945 war. 
He served with the 1st Battalion in Germany, 
Malaya and at home, also as PSI with the 4/7 
Battalion in Aberdeen. 

Jack Hoad will be remembered by many as a 
first-class weapon training instructor. Though 
hindered by a stutter in normal conversation, once 
a rifle was in his hands he produced a torrent of 
instructive information. A great humourist he will 
always be remembered for his impromptu and 
silent turns at many Sergeants Mess Smokers. 

He was admitted to the Star and Garter Home 
in 1965 suffering from arterio sc lerosis and was 
regularly visited by members of the London 
Association. He leaves a widow and two children 
to whom we extend our sympathy. 

Mr. ALEX. AUSTIN 
Alex. Austin who fought at Dargai Heights on 

the North-west Frontier of India during the T irah 
Campaign of 1897-98, has died at Campbell 
Hospital, Portsoy, aged 90. 

Mr. Austin, who belonged to Aberdeen, was 
one of the two living Gordons who fought at 
Dargai. He celebrated his 90th birthday in Woodend 
General Hospital in March when he was visited 
by three regular Gordons and a Territorial Gordon 
piper. 

CAPTAIN C. G. McKENZIE 
Captain McKenzie, of New Kinord House, 

Dinnet, died on 2nd March, 1971. He served in the 
Regiment in the first World War and afterwards in 
the Nigerian Political Service. 

MAJOR GENERAL LORD THURLOW, C.B., C.B.E., 
D.S.O. 

Harry Cumming Bruce died aged 61 in early 
June. A Seaforth, he commanded the 1st Battalion 
in France during 1944, tak ing over when Bill 
Stevenson was wounded; whilst in command he 
was awarded his first DSO. 

His funeral , a private fami ly one, took place on 
4th June. The Regiment sent a wreath. 

At a Memorial Service in St. Margaret's, West
minster, the Colonel of the Regiment represented 
the Army Commander, Scotland, and the Regiment, 
and Colonel Charles Barker represented the 1st 
Battalion. 

Mr. I. B. M. HAMILTON 
ian Bogie Monteith Hamilton died at his home 

in Melrose on 29th Apr il, 1971. He was the nephew 
of General Sir lan Hamilton and author of " The 
Happy Warrior," an account of Sir ian 's life. He 
served with the 2nd Battalion in the 1914-18 war. 

CAPTAIN S. P. GILLESPIE, M.C. 
Captain Gillespie, who died in Edinburgh on 

30th April, 1971 , was comm issioned into the 
Gordon Highlanders in August, 1915. He was 
attached to the Royal Flying Corps from October, 
1916 to June, 1917 when he returned to the Regi
ment. He was awarded the Military Cross (LG 11 
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Jan., 1919) whilst serving with the 1st Battalion in 
France, an extract from the citation states " On 
one occasion he led a patrol over very exposed 
country under continuous machine gun and rifle 
fire and obtained much valuable information. His 
courage and powers of leadership were con
spicuous." 

Gillespie commanded the Edinburgh University 
Senior T raining Corps from 1940 to 1942 and later 
served with the Edinburgh Home Guard till the end 
of the war. 

2871272 JAMES SHEPHERD 
James Shepherd died at Tor-na-Dee Hospital, 

Milltimber, on 13th March, 1971 , aged 72. 
He served for two years during the 1914-18 war, 

re-enlisting in June, 1923, he was posted to the 
2nd Battalion at Fort George. At the end of 1924 
he joined the 1st Battalion in India and remained 
with them until taken prisoner at St. Valery in June, 
1940. He was in the Battalion Signal Section for 
many years. 

Discharged in 1945 he was employed at The 
Gordon Highlanders' Club in King Street until its 
closure. 

IAN HEW MACKILLOP-BROWN 
On 3rd May, 1970 lan Hew Mackillop-Brown 

died at his home in Harewood End. He was 
educated at Charterhouse and at Exeter College, 
Oxford and worked in India for some years with 
the Imperial Tobacco Company. 

Joining the Officers' Emergency Reserve before 
the war he trained with the Gordon Highlanders, 
later being seconded to the Royal West African 
Frontier Force in which he served throughout the 
Abyssinian Campaign. Following further service on 
the staff in West Africa he was selected for the 
Allied Control Commission in which he served as 
a Major in Holland after the liberation and 
subsequently in Germany. 

He did voluntary work for the Red Cross and 
for some years was Welfare Officer for Fownhope 
British Legion, also serving on the County Com
mittee. He is survived by his widow, daughter and 
step-son. 

Mr. H. CUTHBERT 
We regret to announce the death of Hugh 

Cuthbert in Abingdon on 30th June, 1971. Formerly 
2873121 Sergeant H. Cuthbert of the 2nd Battalion. 
For many years he was a member of the Military 

Band and before the Far East war in 1942 was 
Officers' Mess Sergeant in Selarang Barracks. 
Always a keen sportsman he will be best remem
bered for his activities on the cricket and hockey 
fields. He was taken prisoner at the fall of 
Singapore and during captivity acted three times 
as a blood donor for his comrades, a real ly severe 
undertak ing in those days during which he was one 
of the many who worked on the Burma-Siam Rail
way. 

He leaves a widow to whom we offer our 
deepest sympathy. 

Mr. ALFRED B. WILLIAMS 
Ex-RSM Alfred B. ( " Ginger") Williams died at 

his home in Aberdeen, after a long il lness, on 13th 
August, 1971, aged 67 years. 

Mr. Williams enlisted at Aberdeen on the 19th 
January, 1923, joining the 1st Battalion soon after
wards. He served in Malta (1923), Egypt (1924/25), 
India (1925/ 34), Palestine (1934/ 35), returning 
home with the 1st Bn. There followed a spell as 
PS I at Ellon, and on mobi lisation in 1939, he joined 
the 8th Battalion, of which he later became RSM. 
In 1943 he accompanied the 8th Battal ion to India 
and, on the transfer of the 8th Bn to the name and 
style of 1 OOth Anti-Tank Regt, RA, he went on 
active service to Burma with that Regiment. He was 
wounded in the Burmese Campaign. On his dis
charge in 1947 from the Regu lar Army, he joined 
the 4/7th Bn (TA) voluntarily reverting to CSM 
(WOI I) in order to do so. He retired from the TA 
in 1961 , with 24 years Regular service and 14 
years TA service, a total of 38 years to his credit 
in the Regiment. 

He was awarded the 1939/ 45 and Burma Stars, 
Defence and War Medals, the Regular Army LS and 
GC Medal, and the TA Efficiency Medal-the latter 
two a unique "double." In addition he was awarded 
the Lord Lieutenant's Certificate for meritorious 
service to the TA. 

His funeral at Aberdeen Crematorium on 18th 
August was very largely attended, an earnest of 
the high regard in which he was held by his col
leagues and friends, made over his long period of 
service in the Regiment. 

To his widow, Mrs. Martha Will iams, 169 Provost 
Rust Drive, Aberdeen, and to his three sons, we 
offer our sympathy. His youngest son, John, is 
currently serving as a LCpl in the 1st Battalion in 
Cyprus, and was specially flown home to attend 
the funeral. 

BACKWARD GLANCES 
Extract from Hawick Archaeological Society 

Transactions, 1969:-
" ln April, 1802 the Town Council engaged one 

John Kennedy, late Pipe Major of the 75th High
landers, as town piper at a salary of forty shillings 
per annum. His duty was to march through the 
town at seven o'clock at night, playing the bag
pipes." 

Extract from a letter (23/3/71) from Lieutenant 
Colonel A. T. C. Brown, in Malta:-

"While looking through photographs here of 
past commanders it was apparent that one was 
missing-General K. C. Davidson, who was GOC 
here just after the war ( 1946-4 7) . Anyway I had a 
picture of him reproduced from a photograph one 

of our civilian staff had, and I enclose a copy in 
case it is any use to you for the Museum or else
where. " 

Regrettably th is 'copy of a copy' will not repro
duce for the Magazine. But it is good to know that 
the missing GOC is in his niche-in view of recent 
happenings perhaps he's not! It is hoped that 
K.C.D. has read " The General Danced at Dawn" 
by G. M. Fraser, in this novel / biography by an ex
Gordon he is easily identified. See letter below. 
Dear George, 

How nice to hear from you again-it doesn't 
seem like 24 years, but it is. I've been sadly out of 
touch, apart from a brief encounter with Alan Close 
round about 1958, and an exchange of letters with 
Tony Brown a couple of years ago. 

I'm delighted you liked " The General" -it's all 
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Reggie Lees' fault, of course, for teaching me the 
sixteensome reel back in Tripoli. If you see him
and the hanky-chewing Malta commander-please 
give them my regards. 

I'd very much like to look you up again at HQ; 
I'd know you, but I ' ll bet you wouldn 't recognise 
me. The subaltern in the back row of the photo. 
has-shall we say?-filled out slightly since those 
days. 

Until then, all the very best, and say hullo for 
me to anyone I know. 

Yours aye, 
GEORGE FRASER 

Captain J. F. Pantridge, MC, was Medical 
Officer to the 2nd Bn in Singapore, he was 
awarded the Military Cross for his devotion to duty 
and tending the wounded under fire. Many who 
knew him will recall his forthright attitude towards 
criticism and may remember his terse reply to the 
ADMS during Changi captivity reminding him that 
there were only 24 hours in a day. It is good to 
see from the extract below that he has maintained 
this characteristic. 

"America has honoured an Ulsterman who has 
been acclaimed one of the most eminent heart 
specialists in Europe-Doctor J. Frank Pantridge, 
physician-in-charge of the cardiac department at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast. 

Dr. Pantridge-pioneer of the world's fi rst high
speed mobile cardiac case unit, which is now saving 
an estimated 150 lives a year-has been admitted 
to Fellowship of the American College of Cardi
ology. The honour came on his return from an 
extended lecture tour of the U.S. and Canada. The 
Certificate of Fellowship is here shown being pre
sented to him by America's Ambassador in Britain, 
Mr. Walter H. Annenberg, at a ceremony in the 
American Embassy in London. 

Dr Pantridge and his research team introduced 
the first mobile coronary care unit in 1966, and the 
number of heart attack victims saved by it, com
bined with subsequent hospital care, has grown 
annually. 

Northern Ireland's 'Flying Column ' system is 
recognised as the best in the wor ld. And it has 
been vigorously defended by Dr. Pantridge against 
criticism. 

Dr Geoffrey Spencer, of the intensive care unit 
at St. Thomas's Hospital, London, is reported to 
have said that mobile units that went 'screaming 
through traffic lights' proved nothing. Dr. Pantridge 
replied: 'This is just nonsense'." 

EXTRACT FROM EAST ANGLIAN NEWSPAPER 
Since they came to live at 85 Ferry Farm, 

Woodbastwick, after their wedding in London last 
September Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Woodward have 
had so much to do they have never felt lonely 
despite the quietness of their home surroundings 
near the little road leading to the disused Horning 
ferry. 

Mr. Woodward is an estate worker for the 
Nature Conservancy and for three years he was a 
corporal in the 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders. 
His pretty young wife, Margaret, is the district 
nurse and midwife. 

It is nearly 20 years since Mr. Woodward joined 
the Gordon Highlanders and almost three years of 
his service were spent in Malaya. A tall, quiet
spoken man, he retains great pride and affection 
for the Regiment. 

When he was a boy his grandmother taught him 
embroidery and between the years 1963-67 while 
in Perthshire he made a tapestry measuring 4ft. x 
4ft. 6in. and containing 347,000 stitches, to the 
nearest few, he says. 

It is a remarkable and beautiful piece of work, 
showing the pink roses of the Regimental badge 
and battle honours in black and white all on a 
gold background and bordered with gold vel vet. 

LETTER FROM LIEUT ADRIAN DAVIDSON TO 
DR. A LAN DUFFUS 

My Dear Alan, 

General Hospital No. 20, 
Dann-Can iers, 

France. 
Saturday, 2nd September, 1915 

Thanks very much for your letter, which I got 
in the trenches just 6 hours before the stunt began. 
My last letter was certainly rather lengthy, but it's 
not often I make that mistake. We started at 6.30 
on Saturday morning, and almost the first person 
to be knocked out was G. B. Sm ith. His head was 
blown off by a shell almost as soon as he got over 
the parapet. Stansfeld (the CO) , Lawrence Carr 
(Adjt) , Peter Boyd (OC 'C ' Coy) and Duncan 
McTavish (my own Coy CO) were all knocked out, 
killed , wounded, or gassed, almost before we 
started. Hugh Ross, now a Major, was left in com
mand and was only slightl y wounded later on. 

We got right up to the Loos- St. Eloi (La 
Bassee?) road by about 9 a.m. (at least the 100 
men and 4 officers who were left). The new front 
line was formed about 400 yards behind the road, 
so at night we had to retire on to it. 

Diagram:-

em 
sr. KLOr B c 

Our 1st position was in our old 1st line, on the 
left of the Vermel les-H ulluch road, and our first 
objective was the 250 yards of German trench, 
including Hussey Redoubt, marked D on diagram, 
right in front of us. The distance was 400 yards, 
and we started to 'double' over th is at 6.30 a.m. 
on the 25th September, with our smoke helmets on, 
and unable to see 5 yards in front of us for gas. 
At the same time we got shelled like hell by the 
Boches. 

I lost sight of my Coy very soon, having gone 
over where the gas was thickest, but a little later 
I met our Coy Sergeant Major, a damned good 
man, on the Hul loch road, and we went right 
forward till we came to the Estaminet (pub) at the 
cross-roads (marked B on diagram ) . As we didn't 
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see any signs of Scots or Germans, we waited 
there tor some (there were half-a-dozen of us by 
that t ime). Suddenly a German appeared out of a 
trench about 50 yards away, followed by about two 
dozen others. Instead of knocking us all out from 
their trench, the whole lot strolled up and put their 
hands up! So that wasn't very exciting. 

When the rest came up and we found there 
were only about 100 men there, we dug ourselves 
in along the Loos-St. Eloi road in the position 
marked C. There were about 50 Devons on our 
left (marked A). 

It was a pouring wet day but we had to lie there 
and shiver until dark. when we found that our new 
front line had been formed about 400 yards behind 
our position on the road (C). As we had no 
support and were being surrounded by Huns and 
shelled by our own artillery, we retired at about 
11.30 p.m. on to our new 1st line. 

That was where the fun began for me. We 
retired first on to the parapet of the communication 
trench marked T. It was there I was hit through the 
heel by one of our own bullets from our new front 
line I expect. Then the order came along to get 
into the trench. We stayed there for a while and 
fired at the Germans who were advancing. Then 
the order came along to get behind the parapet, 
i.e. on the Vermelles side of the trench T. Next 
the whole line retired by way of the curved dotted 
lines. Owing to some of the men not keeping touch 
I found myself a few minutes later in charge of a 
party of about 20 mixed 2nd Gordons and 8th 
Devons crossing the Vermelles-Hulluch road towards 
K. Seeing that something was happening between 
us and our new 1st line (call it X) which we were 
trying to reach, we lay down in position K in two 
lines, one facing X and the other facing A. I found 
that there was a line of Germans in position G. 
They were very much occupied with X so they 
didn't see us at first. 

A few minutes later a line of Huns came up to 
reinforce them from A direction, while a bombing 
party came down the road to try to bomb our men 
out of X. We opened fire on all of them at once 
and those behind and the bombers on the road 
retired hurriedly. Then the Huns started retiring 
from G and we simply lay and potted them all over 
the place. They had absolutely got the wind up as 
they didn't know who we were, where we were, 
where we came from, or how many there were of 
us. We got about 50 of them (six with my own 
revolver) and got back to our own lines with about 
14 men left. All that time we had our own machine
gun playing on us, not knowing who we were, so it 
was a pretty hot corner really. 

When we found the rest of the Battalion they 
were just retiring to a trench marked R. We spent 
the whole of Sunday there and on Sunday night I 
went back to Vermelles to get my foot dressed. 
Just behind our old 1st line there were lines of 
artillery firing away 19 to the dozen. The result is 
that I'm almost totally deaf in the left ear. I don't 
know if it will get right again or not. 

Just before I reached the dressinQ station in 
Vermelles I ran into Dr. Wallace. Do yo·u remember 
him? He's a cousin of Leslie Tait. 

While we were up at position C, both Col 
McQueen and our bombing officer, Mac Pherson 
(he used to be at Medicine at Aberdeen) passed 
me and both were killed about 5 minutes later. 
MacPherson did awfully good work before that by 
bombing down the Hun trench from the Hulluch 

road at D towards the right and thus letting the 
Berks advance. 

The things marked S are German field guns 
captured by us. 

Charley Reid is in the next ward to th is, rather 
badly hit in the chest and right arm. His mater was 
wired for and is here now but I don't think it is so 
serious as they thought at first. Two of his ribs are 
broken but he thinks the bullet has missed his lung. 

Pratt of the 4th is also here in another ward. 
In the bed next to mine is Bill Forbes, who used 
to be Captain of Coli. He is hit through the neck 
and is paralysed temporarily almost all over. The 
bullet just missed his spinal chord by a fraction but 
bruised it a bit. 

I expect you'll be bored stiff by the time you 
get to this point in my epistle. I've nothing else to 
do just now so please excuse the length. I may 
be shifted home soon and anyway I won't be here 
for more than a day or two, I expect, so don't write 
me till you see me or hear from me again. 

Cheerily-ho! just now. 
Yrs t.h.f. 

Adrian. 

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM MAJOR W. J. GYDE 
(RA RETD) 

Dear Colonel Elsmie, 

Clement Knoll, 
126 The Chase, 

Mount Pleasant, 
Salisbury N 85, 

Rhodesia. 
4th June, 1971 . 

I hope you will not find t iresome or bo ring what 
now follows. If its length is a measure of our pride 
in our parents then perhaps you, as a Gordon, wi ll 
be a little understanding and forgiving for my 
father, although an Englishman, cou ld not have 
been a more devoted and sincere Gordon H igh
lander. Besides that I think it probable that my 
mother gave the elements of school ing to some 
Gordons' children. My paternal grandfather certainly 
did. It dawns on me as I write that possibly my own 
arrival on the scene was blazoned to the Gordons' 
world in Regimental Part II Orders if they had 
such things in 1900! 

My sister and I, both unmarried, would like to 
offer to the First Bn the Gordon Highlanders, in 
due course, some of the items I shall describe. As 
most of them have been part of our whole lives 
we will not necessarily want to part with them 
immediately but we should be glad to know of 
such things as you consider would be of interest 
to the Regiment. 

First there is the brass dinner-gong of which I 
expect you have a sketch we gave George Scott 
but I will here describe. The gong hangs on a 
tripod, the whole approximately 17in. high and the 
legs made of .303 cartridge cases with similar 
bars near the base, decorated with 3 Boer cap
badges. The cartridge cases and the badges were 
collected, I remember my father saying, on S. 
African battlefields where the Battalion wa:; 
engaged. The base is a triangu lar sheet of approxi
mately il-in. brass which came from the Transvaal 
Republic Mint in Pretoria. The mint was used as 
a munitions factory by the Boers I believe. The 
gong itself is a cut and engraved cartr idge case, 
approx. 80 mm diameter, marked 'Berndorf 1896.' 
I am sorry that I am totally ignorant about the guns 
used by the Boers. 
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I have gone into considerable detail about the 
gong as it is a most striking piece of work and was 
made by the Battalion's armourer Sergeant who 
gave it to my father, I think when he took his dis
charge from the Regiment to join the South African 
Civil Service in 1902. There are also two smal l 
ashtrays made from the 'pom-pom' cartridge cases 
in the shape of the 'helmet' coal-scuttle of hallowed 
Army memory. They are engraved 'Pretoria 1902.' 

Perhaps I should here give you a little back 
history. 

My grandfather-a sensitive and gentle man of 
high character- was, I believe, articled to a 
shipping firm in London somewhere in the sixties 
of last century but ran off and enlisted, and being 
an educated man, soon became schoolmaster of 
(I think then sti ll ) the 75th Foot, later the 1st Bn 
The Gordon Highlanders. All his five surviving sons 
somewhat automatically enlisted as boys. My father 
-William Jeffs Gyde, after whom I was named
was the second son and both he and his elder 
brother, C. J. Gyde, enlisted in the Gordons and 
the other three in the ASC, then not yet 'Royal.' 
Chari , the eldest, and a brilliant man much 
respected in the Regiment, later went to the Military 
Engineering College at Roorkee in India. When he 
passed out of the College, of the seven medals 
for competition, he won six outright and tied for 
the seventh. Later through his earlier connection 
with the Gordons his name was given to those 
responsible fo r forming the new South African Civi l 
Service, I think more correctly the Transvaal 
service. My father was asked about him and cabled 
him the offer in Ind ia. He accepted and some 20 
or so years later had become the Chief Engineer 
in the Union of South Africa Civil Service. He 
retired in 1928 and eventually died in England in 
1961 , leaving a daughter and a grand-daughter. 

My father (Willie to the Gordons-or was it 
'Wullie'?) eventually became Orderly Room Sgt, 
and as I gather from your letter I must have written 
before, served with Captain (later Colonel) W. E. 
Gordon, who was adjutant, all through the South 
African war. In the most glowing testimonial I have 
ever seen, which Captain Gordon wrote when my 
father left the Gordons in Pretoria in 1902, Capt 
Gordon mentions that he and my father joined the 
Battalion in the same week in 1888. He concludes 
his eulogy ( it was no less) by saying that my 
father's name was already noted for a commission. 
As a memento of their long association in the 
affairs of the Regiment he gave my father a silver 
half-hunter watch inscribed "Colour Sergeant Wm. 
Gyde from his friend Captain W. E. Gordon. S. 
Africa War 1899.0.1.2." The officers of the Bn gave 
dad " as a token of thei r regard" a very fine 
canteen of plated cutlery, and there is a most 
estimable testimonial from Lt-Col Forbes Macbean, 
the CO. 

Other mementos we have are Col Neish's 
" Historical Diary, " published in 1914, and sent to 
dad 'with the author's compl iments' and a file of 
correspondence between my father and Col Neish 
and many others in connection with the graves of 
many Gordons who died in South Africa. My father 
did a lot of work gathering details for the regi
mental records about these graves. 

We also have a copy of the 'Tiger and Sphinx' 
March, 1926, in which appears a fairly long article 
my father wrote on 'Forestry in South Africa.' He 
had transferred to the Forestry Dept. from Public 
Works a few years previously. If I may intrude a 

personal note here it is to say that as a subaltern 
in 1926/27 I was Editor of the 71st (Broken Wheel ) 
Field Battery magazine and exchanged cop ies at 
that time with the 'Tiger and Sphinx.' The 'Broken 
Wheel ' honour title referred to a wheel broken 
when the Battery charged over a trench at the 
battle of Tel-ei-Kebir, another honour shared by, 
amongst others, the Gordons and the Gunners. As 
you will real ise the Egyptian trench of those days 
was scooped out and piled up sand but when my 
Battery Commander, the mil itary historian, Major 
Alfred Burne, DSO, visited the battlefield in 1926, 
to his astonishment he found and photographed 
battery wheelmarks over the remains of the trench. 
In some types of desert, princ ipally gravel ly coarse 
sand, such long lasting signs are not nearly so 
improbable as they may seem. 

Yet other articles we have include father's 
'Account Book' (printed in 1885 ) started in 1883, 
8th June, and continuing to the last dated entry 
'Home .. . . 9.12.98.' This AFB50 I imagine was 
the forerunner of A.B.48 of later days. Apart from 
our interest in our father 's progress to that stage 
I imagine the main possible interest to the Gordons 
would be in the rather bulky, near antique docu
ment, and the signatures of various officers of that 
time. What other documents were used then I do 
not know but the discharge cert ificates-on a type 
of parchment-and Col Macbean's letter show that 
my father was a Quartermaster-Sergeant for his last 
six months. 

We have too, various old photographs. Some 
were taken in India, others I cannot identify, and 
yet others I think my father said were studies of 
Indians taken by my uncle, C. J . Gyde, whi lst a 
student at Roorkee. Another snap is of a group of 
officers 'somewhere in S. Africa' during that war 
and my father has named on the back Col 
Macbean, Capt Gordon, VC, Capt Younger, Capt 
Meyrick, and Capt Towse, VC. Captains Younger 
and Meyrick were later killed in action and 
Younger was posthumously awarded the VC. There 
were three VCs for the Battalion that day! If my 
memory is not at fault my father told me that he 
went, while on a visit to England several years 
after the S. African war, to a cricket match with 
Captain Towse, who was blind. Dad was astonished 
how much of the game Capt Towse seemed able 
to follow by sound and also by his lively interest 
in affairs in general. 

I almost forgot to mention a 'Memento' pamph
let given by the then Earl of Aberdeen to the 
members of a detachment of the Battalion wh ich 
did a route march through Gordon country in 
September-October, 1899. During the march they 
were reviewed by H.M. Queen Victoria and also 
had new colours presented by the Prince of Wales. 
Unfortunately one page of what was probably a 
coloured photograph has been cut out and I have 
a nasty suspicion that I might recently have found 
out how scissors could-not should-be used. A 
few pages further on I had also evidently dis
covered the use of pen and ink and similarly 
decided that black, with small b, would be a suit
able surname for my sister and for me. 

I do hope all this has not been a weariness to 
read and must assure you that only under the 
greatest provocation would I repeat so large a dose 
of chat again-unless of course we could help with 
matters of historic use to you. 

Yours sincerely, 
William Gyde 
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MUSEUM 
Mrs. L. F. Machin presented a frame of 16 cari

catures of Officers of 92nd circa 1880. 

7th Bn Royal Australian Regt presented a 
"Chicom" AK47 rifle captured in Vietnam. 

Major C. Arnsby presented framed extracts for 
London Gazette and District Orders dated 11th 
November 1862 in respect of CSgt Coughlan's V.C. 

E. A. Wilson, Esq., presented iwo colour prints 
of Queen Victoria's 'Wet Review' in Edinburgh. 

George J. Crawford, Esq., presented a presenta
tion volume of the History of the Cape Town High
landers. 

The Executors presented the uniform and effects 
of the late Sgt John Douglas. 

Mrs. S. Robertson presented a 1914-18 Bayonet. 

Col. D. A. D. Eykyn presented a framed 
photograph and caricature of the late General 
Mac Ready. 

D. F. Tysoe, Esq., presented his late father's 
books and effects. 

T. Richardson, Esq., presented miniature colours 
placed in Stone House School Chapel in memory 
of Capt S. C. Maitland. 

Mr. F. Fraser presented a t ramea Boer War Roll 
of Honour. 

The Misses Baxter presented a Canadian Cen
tenary Federation Rug. 

MEDALS 

Cpl W. Gordon-1939/ 45 Star, Africa Star 8th 
Army, Italy Star, France and Germany Star, Defence 
Medal, Victory Medal, L.S. and G.C. (Mrs. Gordon) . 

Cpl J. Duncan- D.C.M. (Mr. J. C. Duncan) . 

Pte T. Mclaren-Egypt, 1882 Khedive Star. 
(Miss L. McLaren ) . 

Pte G. Noble-Queen's South Africa with clasps 
" Belfast," " Laings Nek," " King's South Africa 1901 ," 
" 1902." 1914 Star, 1914-18 G.S., Victory. (M r. W. 
Taylor) . 

Pte. J. Petrie-Queen's South Africa with clasps 
" Eiandslaagte," " Defence of Ladysmith,' " Laing's 
Nek," " Belfast," " South Africa 1901." 1914 Star, 
1914-18 G.S. Victory, L.S. and G.C. (Mr. Petrie) . 

Pte. A. McPherson- 1914 Star, 1914-18 G.S., 
Victory. (By himself) . 

C.S.M. G. R. Pickard-Queen 's South Africa with 
Clasps " Cape Colony,'' " Orange Free State," " Bel
fast,' ' " South Africa 1901." 1914 Star, 1914-18 G.S. , 
Victory, Defence Medal , Territorial Efficiency. (Mrs. 
R. Pickard). 

Pte Tysoe-1914-18 G.S., Victory, Defence 
Medal, Victory Medal , Territorial Efficiency. (M r. D. 
F. Tysoe). 

Sgt. W. Reid-Mil itary Medal, 1914 Star, 1914-1 8 
G.S., Victory, L.S. and G.C., Croix de Guerrer. 

CAPTAIN STUART CAIRNS MAITLAND 

When Stone House School , Broadstairs, closed 
down, the Headmaster, Mr. T. Richardson, offered 
the memorial to Captain S. C. Maitland to the Regi
mental Museum. This was gratefu lly accepted. This 
memorial had been in tfle School Chapel. 

The memorial consisted of a Brass Plaque in
scribed as below and two miniature colours. one a 
replica of the Regimental colour of 1st Bn and the 
other the Regimental co1our of 3rd Bn. 

It is being considered that we should mstall this 
memorial in Holburn Church, Aberdeen. 

TO 
THE 

MEMORY 
OF 

STUART CAIRNS MAITLAND 

CAPTAIN 
2nd BATTALION 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

KILLED 
ON THE ADVANCE TO THE 

RE LI EF 
OF LADYSMITH 

FEBRUARY 23rd 1900 
AGED 27 

THI S FLAG IS THE GIFT 
OF 

ARTHUR HILLS 

Captain Stuart Cairns Maitland, Gordon High
landers. was killed in action in the ooerations of 
February 23rd and 24th, 1900, on the Tugela. He 
was the eldest son of D. Maitland, Esq ., of Dun
drennan, was born October, 1873, and educated at 
Eton (Mr. Ainger's.) He entered the Gordon High
landers, May, 1893, and was promoted Captain 
October, 1899. When war broke out Captain Mait
land was in England on leave from India, but on 
learn ing that his battalion was ordered to South 
Africa, he at once applied to join it. He did not, 
however, arrive in Natal in time, as his battalion 
formed part of the Ladysmith garrison, and the 
siege had commenced. Captain Maitland was then 
attached for duty to the 2nd Batt. Royal Dubl in 
Fusil iers, and was present at the battle of Colenso, 
and all the fighting on the Tulega, in which the 
Irish Brigade took part. He is buried beside Lieut.
Col. Thackeray, at the foot of the hill where he fell 
(known as Hart's or Railway or lnniskil l ing Hill). 

A marble headstone has been erected to mark 
his grave. 
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LOCATION OF GORDON HIGHLANDERS AS AT 
JULY 31 , 1971 

Colonel C. N. BARKER, MBE, MC, Ministry of Defence. 
Colonel A. J. C. RICHARDSON , Ordnance Board, London. 
Colonel J . J. H. SIMPSON, Force Commander, Brunei A rmed 

Forces. 
Lieutenant Colonel R. W. SMITH, HQ Army Strateg ic Com-

mand. 
Lieutenant Colonel J. NEISH, HQ Salisbury Plain Area. 
Lieutenant Colonel A. T. C. BROWN, HQ British Troops Malta. 
Lieutenant Colonel I. C. S. MUNRO, HQ South East District. 
Lieutenant Colonel R. C. B. CHANCELLOR, MBE, Ministry of 

Defence. 
Lieutenant Colonel M. H. BURGE, British Embassy, Budapest. 
Lieutenant Colonel R. A . NICKSON, MC, HQ Nee Soon Garri

son, Singapore. 
Lieutenant Colonel D. H. W. BROWN, MC, HQ Northern 

Command. 
Major M. L DUNBAR, HQ Northern Command . 
Major J. A. G. TINDALL, HQ Lowland Area. 
Major I. McK. ROBERTSON, HO, Strategic Command. 
Major J . T. D. DURBIN, MBE, Ministry of Defence. 
Ma)or R. D. L SMART, Ministry of Defence. 
Major D. G . B. SAUNDERS, Ministry of Defence. 
Major W. D. R. WEST, Royal Brunei Malay Regiment. 
Major P. W. GRAHAM, HQ 39 lnf Brigade Northern Ireland . 
Maj or A. N. MeL SCOTT, HQ Northern Ireland. 
Maj or N. F. M. OXLEY, HQ 4 Division. 
Captain K. I. H. LUMSDEN, 22 Cadet Training Team . 
Captain C. H. VAN DER NOOT, RAF Staff College, Bracknell. 
Captain D. M. H. DU BOULAY, HQ Berl in Infantry Brigade. 
Captain R. M. K INGHORN , HQ Highland Area. 
Captain D. H. WHITE, Scottish Infantry Depot (Bridge of Don). 
Caplain R. C. I. ROBINSON, 2nd Bn 51 (H) Volunteers. 
Captain J. R. URQUHART, School of Infantry, Warminster. 
Captain R. D. ORO, 4 Div Aviation Regiment. 
Captain M. N. B. N. ROSS, Royal Armoured Corps. 
A/Captain F. D. H. I RVINE , Infantry Junior Leaders Bn ., 

Oswestry. 
Lieutenant J. M. W. STENHOUSE, Scottish Infantry Depot , 

(Giencorse). 
Lieutenant R. A. LAMB, 82 Army Youth Team. 
l ieutenant A. HEFFREN, Regimental Recruiting Team RHO. 
2/Lieutenant I. D. W. CHANT-SEMPILL, Scottish Infantry 

Depot (Bridge of Don). 
Captain A. M. CUMMING , en route 1st Bn Gordon High

l anders. 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT, GLENCORSE 
24054779 Cpl BREEN, G. , Trg Cpl Instructor. 
24042974 LCpl COYLE, J. , Regimental Police. 
23909574 LCpl FARMER, D., AIPT. 
22191269 LCpl FARQUHAR, A. , Clothing Storeman. 
24068709 Cp l MITCHELL, W., Trg Cpl Instructor. 
23904900 Sgt SHAND, J ., Trg Sgt Instructor. 
23889212 Cpl STEWART, I. , Trg Cpl Instructor. 
23951327 Cpl SUTHERLAND, 1. , Trg Cpl Instructor. 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT, BRIDGE OF DON 
Captain D. H. WH ITE. 
2Lieut I. D. W. CHANT-SEMPILL 
WO I WEST. 
WOII COLLINSON. 
WOII MacDONALD- Left 14 Ju ly 71. 
Ssgt WILSON. 
Sgt BLAIR. 
Sgt. MUCKLE. 
Cpl BRUCE 23. 
Cpl BRUCE 37. 
Cpl BRUCE 73. 
Cpl DENT 
Cpl DRYBURGH. 
Cpl GREENLAW. 
Cpl JAFFRAY. 
Cpl MciNTOSH. 
Cpl ROSS. 
Cpl SMITH. 
Cpl SUTHERLAND. 
Lcpl MARTIN. 
l cpl McPHERSON. 
Pie MILNE 79. 

GAZETTE 
REGU LAR ARMY 

Capt N. F. M. OXLEY (457243) lo be Majer 31st Decem
ber 1970. 

The undermentioned 2Lts. to be Lts., 25th January, 1971 : 
J. M. W. STENHOUSE (487586); 
R. A. LAMB ( 487528) . 

0/Cdt STUART CHRISTIAN McDONALD (490536) from 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst to be 2nd Lt. 19th Decem
ber 1970. 
Short Service Commission 

22347637 WO I ARTHUR HEFFREN (490099) to be 2nd Lt. , 
12th December, 1970. To be Lt. , 12th December, 1970. 

22295038 WO I ROBERT DOUGLAS STRACHAN (490119) to 
~~7g_nd Lt. , 18th September, 1970. To be Lt. 18th September, 

Special Regular Commission 
JAMES GORDON KERR ( 490901) (University Candidate) 

to be 2nd Lt. (on probation) , 1st February 1971. 
lt-Col. J. R. A. MacMILLAN (431870) from A & SH to be 

Lt-Col. , 27th March , 1971, retainmg his present seniority . 
Major C. J . D. GORDON-STEWARD (420845) retires on 

retired pay, 29th March, 1971. 
Capt. (QM) CLA~ENCE DOMINIC THEW (485367) from 

Short Serv. Commission, to be Capt. (QM), 1st April, 1971 , 
and w1th precedence next above B. W. RIMMER (481610) L l. 

REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS- Class II 
lt-Col. and Bt. Col. R. BANNERMAN, TO (360437) from 

T. & A.V.R. Category Ill, 3 Gardens, to be Lt-Col. and Bt. 
Col., 1st April, 1969. 
Class Ill 

Lt. I. R. S. FORBES (478890) from T. & A .V.R. Category 
Ill , 3 Gardens, to be Lt., 1st April , 1969. 

2nd Lt P. M. MAHON (473536) relinqu ishes his commis
sion, 27th Apri l , 1971. 

TER RITORIAL AND ARMY VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Category 111-Lt-Col. R. BANNERMAN, TD (360437) 3 

Gardens, to be Bl. Col., 31st March, 1969. 
Capt. R. D. BUCHAN ( 463253) 3 Gardens, is granted the 

acting rank of Major, 1st February, 1971. 
Capt. D. A. YOUNG, TO (464811) 2/51 Highland from T. & 

A .V.R. , 3 Gardens (Cadre) to be Captain , 1st April, 1971, 
w1th sen1onty 3rd May, 1966. 

24055785 0/Cdt ALEXANDER STEWART KI DD (491392) 51 
Highland, to be 2nd Lt. (on probation) , 25th March, 1971. 

24156438 0/Cdt ANDREW HARRY NICOL (491669) 51 
Highland, to be 2nd Lt. (on probation). 19th March, 1971. 

24156429 0/Cdt DONALD GEORGE ELLIOT (491658) 51 
Highland, to be 2nd Ll. (on probation), 25th March, 1971 . 

STAFF LIST 

1st BATTALION OF THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

COMO COY 
CO-S/Lt-Col J. R. A. MacMILLAN, MA, psc. 
21C-S/Maj P. B. de T. ROOKE, AMBIM, psc KOSB. 
21C Designate-S/Maj E. F. GORDON. ' 
Adjt.-S/Capt G. H. PEEBLES. 
Ops/Trg Oflr-S/lt R. D. STRACHAN. 
Asst. Ops/Trg Oflr-Sgt J. MATTHEWS. 
RSM-WOI P. G. CAMERON. 
COMO COY HQ 
OC-S/Capt R. C. I. ROB INSON. 
OC Designate-S/Capt R. S. FAWCUS. 
CSM-WOII A. McLEAN. 
CQMS-Vacant. 
SSI APTC-SI J. HARRISON. 
ORS-SSgt E. PETERS. 
10-S/Lt C. E. PRICE. 
Edn Offr-S/lt J. DAVEY, RAEC. 
Padre-Rev. D. REID, FSA(Scot). RAChD. 
AMO-S/Capt P. A. ASHBY, MB, BS, RAMC. 
SIG PL 
RSO-S/Capt R. C. I. ROBINSON. 
RSO Designale-S/lt A. I. 0. FORBES, BA. 
Asst RSO- WOII J. EASSON. 
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RECCE PL 
Reece PI Comd--S/LI A. I. G. KENNEDY. 

DEF PL 
Drum Major--SSgt G. HALL. 
Pipe Major- SSgt J. KERR. 

ADMIN COY 
COY HQ 
OC--S/Maj I. FLEMING, MA. 
CSM- WOII S. WARDEN. 
CQMS--SSgt F. FRASER 75. 
PRI/UFO--S/Maj M. A. C. STEPHEN. 
Families WO-WOII J . DRYBURGH. 
PMR--S/Capt A. A. BULL, RAPC. 
Pay WO--SSgt W. MILBURN, RAPC. 
OM-S/Capt (OM) R. S. HAY, BEM. 
RQMS-WOII J . J. DOOLEY. 
Accn WO-WOII A. MUIR. 
Tech OM-S/Capt (QM) C. D. THEW. 
TQMS-Sgt A. DOUGLAS. 
MTO-WOII J. MOIR. 
MT SSgt-SSgt W. JOSS. 
Bandmaster-WOI F. A. RENTON, ARCM. 
ACC WO-WOII J. KEAY, ACC. 
Armourer-SSgt J. GIBBY, REME. 
Offrs Mess Caterer-SSgt A. McMILLAN. 

A COY 
OC--S/Capt D. H. WHITE. 
OC Designate-S/Maj J. A. McCALLUM, QO Hldrs. 
21C Designate-S/Capt G. A. NEI LSON. 
HQ PI Comd-S/Lt A. HEFFREN. 
PI Comd Designate-S/Lt W. H. S. DOUGLAS. 
PI Comd-2Lt S. C. McDONALD. 
CSM- WOII R. GREENHOWE. 
CQMS-CSgt D. NICOL. 

B COY 
OC-A/Maj T. H. G. DUKE. 
21C-A/Capt M. P. TAITT. 
HQ PI Comd-S/Lt R. B. CAMPBELL, A & SH. 
PI Comd-2Lt The Hon I. D. W. CHANT-SEMPI LL. 
PI Comd- 2Lt A. D. MacDONALD-HAIG. 
PI Comd Designate-S/Lt J. D. CA MPBELL-BALDWIN. 
CSM-WOII P. SCHONEVILLE. 
CQMS-SSgt S. MELVILLE. 

D COY 
OC--S/ Maj R. E. B. C. GIBSON. 
21C--S/Capt A. W. DUNCAN. 
HQ PI Comd-S/Lt J. G. KERR , MA. 
PI Comd-S/Lt D. G. ROSS. 
PI Comd-2Lt L. 0. RHODES. 
CSM-WOII J. HARKINS, MM. 
CQMS-SSgt J. ASHBRI DGE. 

SP COY 
OC-A/Maj R. G. D. BRUCE. 
OC Mor PI-S/Lt A. D. P. ROSS. 
OC Mor PI Designate-S/Lt I. D. S. FORSYTH . 
OC ATK PI-S/Lt I . F. STEWART. 
WO Aslt Pnr PI-Vacant. 
CSM-WOII J. SHARP. 
CQMS-SSgt P. CHARMAN. 

BIRTHS 
23009455 Lcpl Mcintyre , A.-Son, Archibald , born at BMH 

Rinteln, on 6th November, 1970. 
24035784 Pte Culliven , D.-Son, Peter David, born at BMH 

Rinteln, on 23rd October, 1970. 
24026232 Pte Buchanan , W.--Son , Darren Morris, born at BMH 

Rinteln , on 24th October, 1970. 
24026524 Pte Booth , W.-Daughter, Kirstine Morag Lorna . born 

at BMH Rinteln , on 22nd October , 1970. 
24008588 Pte Winton, N.-Son , Mark Andrew, born at BMH 

Rinteln. on 22nd October , 1970. 
24111727 Pte Morrison, A.- Son , Alan Alexander Martin. born 

at Keith, on 2nd October, 1970. 
24101633 Pte Campbell , H.- Daughter, Teresa Ann , born at 

Montrose, on 23rd November , 1970. 
23909108 Lcpl Munro, G.-Son, Grant Russel , born at BMH 

Rinteln , on 30th November, 1970. 
23821 607 Pte Robinson, F.-Son, Graham Kar le Maxwell. born 

at BMH Rinteln , on 17th November, 1970. 
24095964 Pte Taylor, J.-Daughter, Jul ia, born at BMH Rin

teln, on 10th November , 1970. 

24081869 Pte McDonald, N.-Daughter, Karen Jane. born at 
BMH Rinteln , on 7th November, 1970. 

24040830 Pte Gallie, J.-Daughter, Carol Ann , born at BMH 
Rintel n , on 6th December, 1970. 

24008029 Cpl Curran, I.-Son, St1iart George, born at BMH 
Rinteln, on 18th December, 1970. 

24107751 Lcpl Syme, D.-Son, Andrew James, born at BMH 
Rinteln, on 19th December, 1970. 

23466909 Lcpl Aitken. C.-Son. James Johnston, born at Inver
ness, on 3rd February. 1971. 

23954444 Pte Rae, D.-Son , James Stephen Porter , born at 
Aberdeen, on 13th December, 1970. 

24042403 Pte Mitc hell , D.-Daughter, Kay Christina Mary, born 
at Inverness, on 25th January, 1971. 

23909165 Pte McPherson, J.- Daughter, Jennifer Margaret, 
born at Inverness, on 26th February, 1971. 

24065307 Pte Brown , J .--Son , Robert , born at Strathaven. on 
16th February, 1971. 

24026563 Lcpl Pratt, P.-Daughter, Amanda June, born at 
Buckie, on 23rd March, 1971. 

23909580 Pte Stark, N.-Son, Pau l Nick Bruns, born at Min
den , West Gsrmany, on 12th February, 1971. 

23525579 Sgt Paterson, J.-Daughter, Evon , born at Inverness. 
on 25th April, 1971 . 

MARRIAGES 
Major P. B. de T . Rooke-Married Miss Susan Jane Soskin. 

at Los Angeles, on 3rd January, 1971. 
Capt (OM) R. S. Hay, BEM-Married Miss Josephine Olding 

Whike, at Edinburgh, on 20th October , 1970 . 
23871909 Sgt Duncan , J.- Married Miss Irene Mary West, at 

Auchter less, on 9th April , 1971. 
23992780 Lcpl Ballantyne, A.-Married Miss Sandra Reid, at 

Fraserburgh, on 3rd Apri l , 1971. 
2410539 Lcpl Fyfe, W.-Married Miss Sheena Low, at Tor

phins, on 17th April, 1971. 
23871807 Lcpl Grant, A.-Married Miss Margaret June Rose , 

at l nsch , on 6th March, 1971. 
23909628 Lcpl Lemon, G.-Married Miss Barbara Weir Hender

son, at Aberdeen, on 3rd Apri l , 1971 . 
24091719 Lcpl Stronach, A.-Married Miss Catherine Riddoch , 

at Dufflown, on 19th December, 1970. 
24101633 Pte Campbell , H.-Married Miss Elizabeth Ann Berry, 

at Montrose, on 4th November , 1970. 
24084178 Pte Currie, J.-Married Miss Mary Hart McG uggan, 

at Minden , West Germany, on 26th December , 1970. 
24191558 Pte Faic kney, H.-Married Miss Mary Reynolds, at 

Vale of Leven , on 19th December, 1970. 
24101637 Pte Gauld , J.- Married Miss Martha Latzko. at 

Minden , West Germany, on 14th January, 1971. 
24163738 Pte Kellas, N.-Married Miss Agnes Gordon. at 

Keith, on 20th March, 1971. 
24117353 Pte Lindie, J.-Married Miss Annegret Behrens. at 

Porta , West Germany, on 23rd October, 1970. 
23909581 Pte. Mc intosh, D.-Married Miss lrne Thomson Gor

don, at Dufftown , on 20th March , 1971. 
22892758 Pte McPherson, G.-Married Miss Christ ine Margaret 

Hill , at Downham, o n 6th March , 1971. 
24140146 Pte McQueen, W.-Married Miss Teresa McGowan. 

at Glasgow, on 30th January, 1971. 
24111727 Pte Morrison, A.- Married Miss Mary Margaret 

Martin, at Keith , on 7th November, 1970. 
24107736 Pte Murray, A.-Marri ed Miss Caroline Da llas , at 

Coatbridge , on 5th March, 1971. 
24153047 Pte Nicol, D.- Married Mi ss Sandra Elizabeth Robb. 

at Nairn , on 13th March, 1971. 
24054494 Pte. Porter, D.- Married Miss Sylvia Groves, at Aber

deen , on 21st March, 1971. 
23549065 Pte. Smart , W.-Married Miss Morag Ann McDonald , 

at Inverness, on 13th March , 1971. 
23909580 Pte Stark, N.-Married Miss Monika Elfrieda Sophie 

Bruns, at Minden, West Germany. 
24150225 Pte Turner, J .-Married Miss June Elizabeth 

McDonal d , at Inverness, on 17th April , 1971. 

DEATHS 
Unnamed child-Son of 24081836 Lcpl Weston , T .. died at 

B MH Rinteln , on 14th January, 1971. 
Karen Jane McDonald-Daughter of 24081 869 Pte McDonald. 

N. , died at BMH Rinteln, on 8th November, 1970. 
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1ST BATTALION 
EDITORIAL 

"Unhappy she who takes a soldier," so wrote 
Menander in 300 B.C. This may well be the senti
ment of many, 2271 years later, who now reside 
beside the shores of the Moray Firth, whi lst ther 
menfolk carry out their United Nations role under 
the scorching Cyprus sun. As with soldiers of yore, 
we are sustained in our worthwhile but lonely job 
by the knowledge that our wives and loved ones 
back home have the patience, understanding and 
fortitude to bear this separation. 

Our arrival in Cyprus was spread over ten days 
but, by 1st May, we had taken over from The 3rd 
Battalion The Royal Green Jackets an area approxi
mately one-third the size of Wales and were de
ployed in nine separate places. We are responsible 
for preventing a recurrence of fighting and for con
tributing towards a restoration of normal conditions 
between the Greek and Turk Cypriots in the Limas
sol Zone of the Island. The Limassol Zone is 
divide..Q. into the districts of Paphos and Limassol. 

Paphos distr ict, which covers the complete west 
side of the Island, is commanded by Major Bruce 
from his Headquarters in a house on the edge of 
Paphos Town. The administrative base is in a 
tented and hutted camp two mi les from his HQ and 
three platoons are deployed throughout the district. 
To the North, on the coast, is Polis Town, where a 
platoon HQ and two sections live in a small house 
and man two outposts; the third section of this 
platoon is in a small hutted camp at Anadhiou, 
south of Pol is and in the hills, where it safeguards 
the way between a Tu rkish and several Greek vil
lages. 

Further south and to the east of Pol is is Stav
rokono where a further platoon HQ and two sec
tions live in a large wooden hut: they overlook this 
Turkish village which is renowned for the number 
of inhabitants who have served jail sentences. The 
third section occupies an outpost on top of Mandria 
Hill observing the activities of two villages which lie 
in the plain below. 

In Paphos Town the third platoon occupies a 
villa in one of the main streets and mans three 
posts which have commanding v iews over all the 
areas which are in dispute. 

The countryside in Paphos district is varied and 
interesting. The coastal area is flat and wheat and 
potato fields, groves of oranges, bananas and olives, 
and acres of vineyards flourish. Inland the country is 
rugged and hilly: the Paphos mountains, much of 
them covered in thick forest, provide a superb and 
picturesaue contrast. 

Limassol District is centred upon Limassol Town 
on the south coast. Zone and District Headquarters 
are situated in Polemidhia Camp which is fou r miles 
to the north-east of the town. This camp, a con
glomeration of tents, wooden and tin huts, and 
deserted buildings, is built on the crest of a hi ll 
and overlooks the town and harbour. The varied 
~uildings, spreading as they do across the hill, are 
mtersected by knee-length g rass, barren rock, 
grapevines, flowering shrubs, carob trees as well as 
grazing donkeys, stray goats, ownerless dogs and 
nocturnal marauding cats. The emphasis here for 
both comfort and decoration is self-help and the 
ingenuity of all has much scope: the rifle green 

decor is being replaced by Gordon yellow, but the 
United Nations motif of a white world upon a light 
blue background predominates. 

Zone Headquarters comprises Battalion Head
quarters, and District Headquarters is A Company 
HQ under Captain White. The Company has one 
platoon deployed in the town in a derelict house 
known as Turk HQ; a fu rther platoon is based at 
Polemidhia on permanent standby. 

Training Company consists of three platoons 
under Major Duke. One platoon is in Polemidhia 
and carries out normal training and range work 
whilst a second platoon is in the Troodos Moun
tains perfecting its orienteering and survival skills; 
a thi rd platoon is at Lara Point which is a camp 
beside the sea on the west coast. Here all forms of 
swimming, watermanship and abseiling are prac
tised. 

Operations comprise constant observation and 
the patrolling of sensitive areas, the prevention of 
minor disputes from escalating into major con· 
frontations by swift med iatory action, and the 
maintenance of confidence by being seen to be 
smart and alert at all times. All ranks have to wear 
uniform and are constantly in the public eye. 

Recreational facil ities, especially in the outposts, 
are severely restricted. An educational and welfare 
team under the Chaplain, Captain The Reverend D. 
Reid, with Sergeant Majors Harkins and Maclean 
has been established; they tour the outposts, pro
viding educational material and instruction, indoor 
games and other occupational facilities thereby 
offering all ranks the means by which to occupy 
their spare time product ively. 

Since our arrival we have had several visitors. 
Dr. Roberto Guyer, the United Nations Under Secre· 
tary General for Political Affairs, was closely fol
lowed by Major-General Hancock, the Vice Quarter
master General, Major-General Prem Chand, the 
United Nations in Cyprus Force Commander, and 
Colonel Thornton, the Commander of the British 
UN Contingent. Mr. Gordon Casely of the " Press 
and Journal" is with us now at the time of writing. 

On 8 May we entertained 500 people from 20 
different nationalities to a display by the Drums and 
Pipes and the Military Band followed by a cocktail 
party given by the Officers and Sergeants Messes. 

Our days in Fort George seem far away but 
much happened in our brief sojourn there. 

Visits from Field Marshal Sir Geoffery Baker, the 
reti ring Chief of the General Staff, Lieutenant
General Sir Henry Leask, General Officer Command
ing-in-Chief, Scotland, Brigadier F. H. Coutts, Com
mander the Highland Area, and Brigadier B. Miller, 
Deputy Director of Medical Services, Scotland. 

Mr. K. Peters, the editor of the "Press and 
Journal," spent a full day with us and his visit was 
much appreciated as is the very real interest wh ich 
he and his staff take in the Regiment. 

A Retreat and Band Display was given to many 
celebrities from the North-Eastern area on a bitterly 
cold day: Field Marshal Sir John Cassels took the 
salute. This was followed by a cocktail party at 
which everyone rapidly thawed out. 

On 24 March the City of Aberdeen gave the Bat
talion a great welcome when it exerc ised its right 
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of marching through the City with bayonets fixed , 
colours flying and bands playing. The Lord Provost 
of the City of the County of Aberdeen took the 
salute from the steps of the Music Hall. Afterwards 
the Battal ion was entertained to lunch by the digni
taries of the City in the Beach Ballroom. This march 
was the prelude to two weeks intensive recruiti ng 
throughout the Regimental area: everywhere we 
went we received a friendly and sincere welcome 
and recruiting figures have risen appreciably as a 
result of this drive. Lieutenant Heffren and his team 
are at present following up many potential recru its 
who expressed interest in a career with the Regi
ment. 

Training at the Fort proceeded apace: the ex
cellent ranges and training areas which were 
immediately available and accessible enabled the 
annual range classication to be fired and much 
valuable pre-Cyprus training to be completed . The 
Reconnaissance Platoon spent three fascinating 
days training with an RAF Harrier VTOL Squadron. 
On our return it is hoped to carry our further and 
more elaborate exercises with them and also to send 
men on patrol in Nimrods from 201 Squadron RAF. 
The liaison established with the RAF at Kinloss 
flou rishes and they could not have been more help
ful and co-operative over our move to Cyprus, as 
were their Naval colleagues at Lossiemouth; to them 
both we are most grateful. 

A visit to the Glenfiddich Distillery was made by 
a representative party, led by the Commanding 
Officer. The interesting tour and the generous hos
pital ity of the Directors made the visit a memorable 
one. As the party left the Commanding Officer was 
presented with a beautifully inscribed silver salver 
as a memento of the Regiment's association with 
the distillery which goes back many years. 

The selection of Major Duke to attend the 1971 
Staff Course at the Royal Mi litary College of 
Science, Shrivenham, is splend id news and is well 
merited. 

The farewell parade for The Colonel of the 
Regiment was held at the Fort on 21 April. The 
General presented the Regimental Sergeant Major, 
WOI Cameron, and Cpl Palmer, ACC, with their 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medals. Over 400 
men were on the parade and, although simple in 
form, it was executed with precision and polish. 
This was the first time that Lieutenant General J. R. 
A. MacMillan, our new Commanding Officer, had 
been on parade with the Battalion and al l Ranks. 
We welcome him and wish him a successful tour 
in Command. 

The Battalion bid farewell, with due ceremony, 
to Band Staff Sergeant Thomson who was chaired 
out of the Fort after 25 years loyal service. 

The departure of Lieutenant Colonel D. H. W. 
Brown, MC, on 26 March, when he relinquished 

WATCHING THE BAND DISPLAY 

Right to Left:- Lt.-Cot. MacMillan, CO; Major General Prem Chand, Commander UN Forces in Cyprus; Mrs. Pre m Chand, 
Major Rooke, 21C; Major Genera l Holme, GOC NEARELF; Mrs. Holme. 
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command, was a sad day. Under his calm and 
competent leadership the Battalion's reputation , 
throughout BAOR and the United Kingdon1, reached 
such a height that the 11 Brigade Commander said 
it was probably the best Battalion in BAOR. This 
assessment was confirmed by Major General J . W. 
Harman, OBE, MC, the Commander of 1 Division, 
when he travel led through deep snow to say good
bye to the Battalion in Minden and thanked all 
ranks for "all the good it had done in the Division 
and indeed in BAOR." He said that the Battalion 
was leaving BAOR with a very high reputation and 
would be missed. On the day of Colonel Brown's 
departure, the following Order of the Day was pub
lished.-

SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY 
BY 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL D. H. W. BROWN, MC 
COMMANDING 

1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
1 . On the day upon which I relinquish command I 

wish to thank you all for the help and loyal 
support you have given me during my time in 
the Regiment, and particularly in the last two 
and a half years while I have been in command. 

2. Although I leave the Battalion to-day I do not 
leave the Regiment; I hope to meet many of 
you again and I will be watching with interest 
your futu res and the progress of the Battalion. 

3. It has been a great privilege and pleasure to 
serve with you. My very best wishes to you al l. 

D. H. W. BROWN, 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

Commanding. 

Besides the visit of the Divisional Commander 
to us in Minden, the new Commander of 11 Ar
moured Brigade, Brigadier R. M. Carnegie, OBE, 
came to say farewell. He said how sorry he was to 
be losing such a good Battalion and wished us 
every success in Cyprus. 

The snows of BAOR saw our ski-ing teams com
pet ing in both the Divisional and Army Champion
ships. Although no major team awards were won. 
we improved our position in the overall results from 
those of 1969/70 and have now a nucleus of good 
ski-ers in the Battalion. At the Scottish Ski Meet
ing in the Cairngorms in March, several trophies 
were won and 2Lt MacDonald-Haig won the indivi
dual championship against stiff opposition. In BAOR 
2Lt Chant-Sempill won the Army and BAOR Novices 
Downhill Cups. 

We left our LAD REME behind in Minden with 
much regret. From Captain Willcox down to the 
newest craftsman we had splendid service, often 
under the most trying and arduous conditions, and 
they all took an active and positive part in all 
aspects of Battalion life. 

The next Editorial will be written back in Fort 
George: by this time Major E. F. Gordon will have 
taken over as Second-in-Command from Major P. B. 
de T. Rooke who leaves to take up a post graduate 
studentship at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Coming to the Battalion, as he did, from the KOSB, 
he has actively entered all fields of Regimental life, 
has made a positive contribution to the Battalion 
and wil l be missed. 

In conclusion all Ranks of the Battalion wish the 
Colonel of the Regiment and Lady Gordon Lennox 
their sincere congratulations on 18 July when they 
celebrate their fortieth wedding anniversary and 
wish them many years of continued happiness. 

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS 
BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM 

Well now that we have moved from Minden (at 
last), we settle down to the ancient atmosphere in 
Fort George after one and all had their leave, the 
" pads" came off best of course with three weeks to 
the "single pads" one week. 

Since ou r last scribe put pen to paper we have 
said goodbye to Cpl Galbraith, who has left us for 
civvy street. Lcpl Lemon took the plunge and got 
married, and we wish him and his wife all the best. 
Bones left us for Support Company and Pte Reid of 
Support Company came to join the merry men . But 
like al l good things, we couldn't keep Bones away, 
and he is back on attachment with us for the dura· 
tion of our Cyprus Tour. Lcpl Farrell has forsaken 
the movements side of business to move over to 
Admin Company. 

An overdose of Cyprus sunshine has transformed 
Polemidhia Camp into a facsimile of Dodge City, 
with many a gunfighter pose brought on by reason 
of sunburned shoulders. Such is the fate of " mad 
dogs and Englishmen"(???) who fai l to observe the 
ancient ritual of siesta. 

The accommodation here is pretty good, with 
the walls painted green, and the roof painted in the 
Regimental Colours, which was a joke that the 
Green Jackets played on us, but still didn't dis
hearten the orderly room c lerks. 

We say goodbye to our Forces Air Mail man, 
Pte " Willie" Coullie who decided that the Sgts Mess 
needed some new full blooded waiters. Now for 
some of our more prominent giglers and wriglers. 

We would like to mention that Lieutenant 
Colonel J. R. A. MacM illan has firmly taken over at 
the top from Lieutenant Colonel D. H. W. Brown, 
MC. Good luck, Sirs! 

The " Goodie Gobbler," Pte Bruce, has stopped 
consuming "Goodies" since he came to Cyprus as 
his financial adviser (Sgt Mo's Frau) is still in the 
UK!. 

Somebody with a very bad sense of humour has 
started giving us PT at 6 .1 0 in the morning no less! 
I wonder if t hey sometimes forget that we are the 
elite of the Battal ion ( tell me more). and work with 
our brains, not brawn, but the CSM seems to be 
keeping a special lookout for us. 

We left " Honeybee" in Minden but she misses 
us and still writes (albeit to the 21C whose writing 
she said she could not read). She retires from 
typing in a month because, after all our efforts, she 
has caught the " Typists Chair" disease and junior 
arrives in August. Good luck to you - buzz. buzz. 
buzz. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 
This edition of the notes reflects the changes in 

the platoon within the last six months both in per
sonnel and in environment. Personnel wise we have 
lost our RSO, Capt R. C. I. Robinson to another 
desk job. Adjutant of the new 2nd Bn 51 Hid 
(Vols) in Elgin·. Our loss is their gain. We were 
very sorry to see him go, but sad though it seems 
we must move with the t imes and make room for 
fresh blood. In his place we welcome Lt A. I. 0. 
Forbes, ex Reece PI Comd, fresh from the rigours 
of his RSO Course in Warminster. We hope his 
tenure of office will be a happy one and he enjoys 
doing something different from the remainder of the 
Platoon Comds. After a lot of argument we finally 
managed to "acquire" a Royal Sigs Sgt, Sgt For-
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tune. Unfortunately it is only for our tour with 
UN FICYP but he is a welcome addition to our staff. 
This is the first time he has served with an Infantry 
Bn so no doubt he will find us a strange lot of 
characters to begin with. Other new arrivals in the 
platoon are Cpl McConnachie, Ptes Jackson, Stubbs 
and Waugh from 1st Argyl Is. Lcpl Leslie from Sp 
Coy. Booth 05 from Reece Pl. , Booth 24 from QM 
Staff, Elrick from B Coy and Davidson from the RAT. 
The only departures to date are Pte Phillios to the 
ART and Sgt Donald. Congratulations on their pro
motions go to Sgt Donald who has joined Capt 
Robinson's illustrious staff at Elgin, Cpls Adam, 
Cowie and Stewart, Lcpls Cunningham, Jolly and 
Kellas. To all our arrivals we extend the hand of 
friendship and bid them welcome. To our depart
ures all we can say is sorry to see you go. Perhaps 
another time in another place. Who knows? 

Despite the upheavals of two major moves, we 
have managed to get some Signal training done, 
albeit only a little and we are now settling down in 
our new role. Training is getting off the ground 
slowly so we hope to get some reclassification done 
before too long. The old adage " The faces change, 
the places change but the work remains the same" 
is not quite true. Here, on the sunny isle, the plat
oon is split up into two groups. One, under the 
direct control of the RSO and the other detached 
approximately 50 miles away under control of CSgt 
Carter. His group is further split up between his 
HQ radio room, a rebro station in the hills and an 
outpost at the opposite side of the island from him. 
The largest part of the Platoon are at Bn HQ with, 
apart from the normal type of set to operate, an 
ancient telephone exchange, a teleprinter and an 
SDS commitment All in all there is enough work 
to keep everyone going. We also have signallers 
detached to the two rifle cays. After the Platoon's 
success in the Buckeburg Marches and Shooting 
competition we hope to continue to do well in the 
sporting world. We have entered a team for five-a
side football, hockey and two teams for volleyball in 
the company sports league. We are also playing 
volleyball in the CSO's Cup, which is a league run
ning for three months in which all contingents in 
UNFICYP compete. It is only open to Signals 
Platoons so it will give us a chance to meet our 
opposite numbers from other nations. Our first 
match is on Sunday against the Finnish contingent 
In future editions we will give the results of the 
league. In finishing, I would like to say thanks to 
all members of the Platoon, both past and present, 
who helped to make our tour in BAOR so success
ful, not forgetting the stalwart few running the ex
change at Fort George far from sunny Cyprus. 

Late Flash:- Congratulations, Lcpl Pratt, on the 
birth of your daughter. 

INTELLIGENCE SECTION 
With all the exercises over by November, the 

last 2 months in Germany were spent in general 
preparation for our hand over to the Glosters 
and thoughts of leave and home and other such 
happy thoughts. When we arrived at Fort George 
in February we were suitably relaxed before 
beginning the mad exerts ahead of us preparing 
and packing for Cyprus which when all to ld went 
surprisingly smoothly. 

Having been in Cyprus a mere 24 hours, thus 
cunningly avoiding the first hectic week of settling 
in, the 10 is trying to wade through never-ending 
files of lnfsums, Sitreps, Locstats, Orbats, equip-

ment states. orders, more orders, standing orders, 
SOP's and general bumf that fi lls about 4 
cupboards, in order to find out a little of what's 
going on. Believe it or not he is beginning to find 
out Sgt Colville, who has already been out a 
month, and still without a sun tan, is dealing 
remarkably smoothly with all routine paper work 
and filing. 

Our orbat has somewhat changed since our 
last notes. LCpl Henry has left us to baffle Comd 
Coy office with his new found knowledge as Coy 
Clerk. Cpl Manson has joined us from 11 Armd 
Bde NBC sect in Minden where he had been 
hiding for nigh on 4 years, doing quite what no 
one really knew, but he ensures me t hat apart 
from playing rugby he was kept quite busy. Anyway 
his NBC knowledge will be a great asset to t he 
sect We say farewell to Pte Kynoch who has left 
us for D Coy and welcome Pte Glen, not really 
new to the section, as he was previously OD's 
driver. Like Kynoch he has a mania for climbing 
rock faces. 

Cpl Watt has had an unfortunate time with his 
knee and has been in hospital for several weeks 
and is unable to join us in Cyprus. He is due to 
leave the army in November after 9 years, 6 of 
these with the lnt section where he has done 
valuable work. We wish him all the best in civilian 
life, but hope we will see him on our return f rom 
Cyprus, we may even make him change his mind. 

Finally congratulations to Sgt Duncan who got 
married in April and to LCpl Brown who recently 
got engaged. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPANY 
The close of 1970 saw the Company spl it, 

between the advance party about to re-assemble 
at Fort George and the main body celebrating its 
last New Year in Minden. 

At Fort George waiting to join the Company, 
from the 1st Bn The Argyll and Sutherland High
landers, were CSgt Muir, Cpl O'Reilly, Cpl McGarry, 
LCpls Sneddon, Murphy, Brossault, Lindsay, Nichol 
son, Ptes McQueen, Thorburn, Carr, Foster, Millar, 
Nicol, East and Erskine, to whom we extend a 
warm welcome to the Company. 

We have said good-bye to Major Macallum who 
handed the Company over to Major I. Fleming, on 
his rejoining the Battalion. We have also said 
good-bye, with regret, to CSM Will, soon to join 
the distinguished band of Gordons serving with 
the Royal Brunei Malay Regiment CSgt Strathdee 
has gone to get a bit of fishing with the 2nd Bn 
51st Highland Volunteers. To al l of them we wish 
the best of good luck. 

We welcome to the Company CSM (Snowy) 
Warden and CSgt Fraser, and hope they will enjoy 
their stay in the ant-hill. 

News from the departments w i ll be read in 
their seoarate notes. which follow. Company Head
quarters news up to the f irst week in May, has 
been concerned w ith almost constant re-organisation. 

Once the advance party had taken over at Fort 
George, there was an extremely busy period, par
ticularly for the MT; getting ready for the arrival 
of the main body, returning from leave. By the 
middle of February, the Company had reformed 
with the same establishment as it left BAOR, but 
within days, elements from all departments had 
been farmed out to Rifle Companies, each one of 
which was recruiting in its own part of the Regi
mental area, until the 1Oth of March. 
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There followed an extremely busy period of 

preparation for the move to Cyprus, which was got 
over in time for one week of leave and the Easter 
week-end. 

A few weeks remained to us at Fort George and 
on 23rd April the advance party flew in a VC1 0 
from Kinloss to Akrotiri. By the 1st of May a new 
Administrative Company had re-assembled at 
Polemidhia Camp, Limassol. Its 280 men coming 
from the Drums and Pipes, the Quartermasters ' 
Department, Orderly Room, the Military Band, Regi
mental Police, PRI, Medical Centre, RAMC, Officers' 
Mess, Sergeants ' Mess, Royal Engineers, Royal 
Army Pay Corps, Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers, Army Catering Corps, Signal Platoon 
and the Mechanical Transport Platoon. 

It is quite a sight to see the entire Company 
formed up on the main square for physical training 
at 0610 every morning. Departmental work takes 
up most of the work ing day. But minor league 
competitions in soccer, hockey, vo lleyball and .22 
take place in the late afternoon and early evening. 

Each Saturday morning there is a drill parade, 
with the novelty of both bands taking part, which 
gives us the opportunity to work towards our 
Ceremonial Medal Parade. Every week so far we 
have had to provide at least one Quarter Guard, 
which apart from the blue beret and scarf, serve 
to remind us that we are still Highlanders and 
" NINETY TWA IS NO DEID YET." 

OM DEPARTMENT 
" Another edition, another position," this seems 

to have become a 'habit' in the past couple of 
editions. 

We had just settled in Fort George when the 
work 'output' was drastically increased with large 
quantities of Indents for KD cloth ing and equip
ment for our tour in Cyprus with the United 
Nations Forces. After clearing most of this work it 
all started over again with Indents for both bands' 
No. 3 dress jackets and special size c lothing for 
the remainder of the mis-shapen members of the 
Battalion. Th is complete month of hectic hours was 
hampered even further by the hand over of ROMS's 
when ROMS 'Jim' Hutton was promoted RSM and 
posted to 51st Highl and Volunteers. We will miss 
him, but, what must be must be. We welcome in 
his chair ROMS 'JD' Dooley, a famous name 
throughout the Battalion, and we hope his stay will 
be a happy one, although with the problems of the 
ROMS it wi ll be a hectic one. 

There have been many alterations to the staff 
since we left Germany, and even more for our 
Cyprus tour, so, to bring our ex-members up to 
date with the new set-up here we go--from the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders we have in
herited Cpl 'Frank' McGarry and LCpl 'Davey' 
Sneddon as c lothing storeman and accommodation 
storeman respectively. For our tour in Cyprus we 
have apprehended WOII Muir as Accommodation 
WO from Admin Company and Cpl 'Billy' O'Reilly 
from the Tech QM ( G 1 098) , both are ex-Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders. LCpl 'Wullie' Reid 
has also joined us, 'Wull ie,' a well-known 'character' 
within the Battalion, has moved from the Tech 
OMs. We have also been issued with Sgt 'Jim' 
Patterson from 'A' Company as Admin Sgt, LCpl 
'Ben' Sweeney from 'B' Company as accommoda
t ion storeman and LCpl 'Peem' Elrick from 'D' 
Company as ORO NCO. 

On arrival in Cyprus it was apparent that the 
old proverb, 'No rest for the wicked' would soon 
be put in to use, when we were met at the airport 
at approximately 1500 hours by the Quartermaster 
(in kilt and blue beret) and casually informed that 
we would take over the clothing store that evening 
at 1700 hours. After the shock impact had dis
appeared we managed to complete a smooth hand 
over. The complete hand over/ take over went very 
smoothly but the initial onslaught of work has still 
to be overcome and you can see a light burning 
1n the Quartermaster's office at eight or nine 
o'clock many a night, but we are looking forward 
to a quieter period in the near future when we can 
put in some sporting hours and manage some 
swimm ing practice (we hope). 

Under the new set-up at Fort George we have 
lost WOII Moir who ran the G 1098 Account for 
the Battalion in Germany to the MT Platoon--take 
care of him lads, he's a good worker. His storeman 
in Germany, LCpl 'Scud' Galashan, has moved on 
to the Tech OMs Staff as G 1098 storeman and we 
hope he enjoys work with his new 'boss.' Pte 
Booth has left us and returned to the Signal 
Platoon--we wish him luck. 

The only other promotion this time round (one 
bei~g RSM Hutton's) is that_ of LCpl Moore's pro
motion to Cpl; we wonder 1f he will be the next 
to leave us. 

Cpl 'Hans' Hanratty has left his ammunition 
behind and has now set out to kill another enemy 
as Sanitation NCO. Once again he can be seen 
touring the . camp area with his squad of Cypriot 
workers tellmg them what rubbish to lift what area 
is in need of cleaning up, and insp~cting their 
work, with great authority and professionalism. 
Keep up the good work Hans (our life's in your 
hands) . 

Sgt Clark, Cpl Milton and Pte Alexander are 
still with the Staff, but to their dismay had to be 
left behind in Fort George to keep the place ticking 
over--hope to see you all when we get back. 

Once ~gain our readers have been brought up 
I? date w1th our ~~w s!reaml ined Staff and by the 
t1me the next ed1t1on 1s due we will have once 
again settled in Fort George, or will we have 
" Another edition, another posting," it bears some 
thinki nQ about. 

MT PLATOON 

From the rigours of BAOR and the perks of 
cheap this and that we departed for that ancient 
but very soldierly looking place called Fort George. 
Desp1te the fact that it is so far north the commit
ments were still as great. Between the carriage of 
baggage from Lossiemouth, and then the Regi
mental Recruiting tour in tne Regimental area a 
good few miles were c locked by one and all. 

Preparation for Cyprus followed quickly after 
this and as well as receiving many new faces to 
the Platoon they were allocated to their new 
Company I District I Zone set-up. Prior to our 
departure we were able to run two successful 
cadres for t ton and 4 ton. The t ton cadre was 
run by Cpl Rutherford and his successful pupils 
were Ptes Miller, East; Cpl Curran ran the 4 ton 
cadre and the following fully completed the test-
Pies Mclean, Morrison, Watt and Cattanach. 

Cyprus has not changed all that much since 
we were last here but the occasional good stretch 
of road is very rewarding after the many miles of 
pot holes, dirt tracks, etc., etc. The Cypriot still 
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drives fast and furious with an intimate trust. like 
that of the pedestrian, of all other road users. The 
strain is tremendous, the sun so hot, and very strict 
speed limits enforced which results in our policy 
being " Drive on the defensive. " 

Our tasks and details are many and varied and 
one shudders to th ink of what the mileage will be 
at the end of our tour. However, it is a ll done 
willingly, with a sense of purpose and, we hope, of 
a satisfied customer at the end of each day. Our 
only regret is that the establishment of vehic les 
cannot be doubled , but there again I suppose this 
would also be insufficient to meet the needs of 
everybody. CSgt Joss has now left the hot seat o f 
MTO and we w ish to thank him fo r his effort in 
trying to please everybody. He is now pulling pints 
(and we do mean oil) in his new job of IC Pol. 
Our new MTO is Lt R. D. Strachan and he is 
assisted by WOII J. Moir at Limassol and Sgt 
Henderson at Paphos. Many hands make light work 
-sorry, more work for many hands, whatever it 
may be they are all tully occupied, or so they say. 

A hearty welcome is extended to all our ex A. 
& S.H. members-it certainly did not take them 
long to settle in , likewise to Sgt Keech and his 
gang of fitters of which three are known by the 
name o f Andrews. 

The sun is so hot 
and t ime so schnell 
I've had my lot 
So fare ye well! 

UNIT PAY TEAM 
Since the last issue of the T iger and Sphinx 

we welcome two new additions to the pay team, 
viz. Pies T revor Wilkinson and Colin Reaney, both 
arriving at Fort George in early March. 

The move to Cyprus went very well with the 
Paymaster and SSgt Milburn coming with the 
advance party- the Paymaster to get ready to 
exchange the main body cash and SSgt Mi lburn 
to find the best bars in Limassol. 

Morning P.T. has been taking its to ll with Cpl 
Des Buckley moaning about his aching body all 
day long, but we have not heard a murmur from 
Cpl muscles Turner, one begins to think he might 
be dead. Cpl Gordon Mackersie is not so much 
bothered by morning P.T. as by missing his evening 
p inta in the Gun back in Ardersier. 

Ml ROOM 
These notes will be short, it is so long since 

the Medical Centre has been mentioned in the 
Tiger and Sphinx. Since the beginni ng of the year 
much has happened. We returned from our leave 
only to find we had a lot to do before the unit 
move to Cyprus. What with making out new docu
ments for the A. & S.H. of whom we extend a 
welcome to our RMO Captain Peter A . Ashby, also 
Pte Dan Sheriden , who is try ing hard to convince 
us that he had nothing to do with the burning of 
the Medical Centre, but we all seem to think other
wise. Now I would like to welcome Ptes Stark and 
McQueen, also Sgt Strain, Pies Cussel , Nisbet, 
Adamson, all of the RAMC, who are attached for 
our tour w ith the UN in Cyprus. So now all the 
welcomes are over I shall continue. 

What with Jocks going to hospital all over the 
place we did manage to get the Bn up to date in 
all that was required for our tour w ith the UN. The 
Medical Officer and Sgt Strai n went off on the 
advance party w ithout a care in the world. Now 

after a matter of some two weeks he has acquired 
quite a few grey hairs, and he is looking for a 
good black dye for tinting purposes. T he rest of 
Medical staff arrived in flight three, LCpl Comiskey 
and Pte Murray went off to Paphos, to find they 
were a lso treating the locals as well as the Jocks, 
so let's hope that their w itchcraft works well. The 
three RAMC lads a lso have gone off to the wilds, 
on ly to reappear when they need replen ishment. 
The Medical staff would like to congratulate Pte 
'Budge' McQueen o n his forthcoming marriage, a lso 
Pte Murray on his excellent grading on his course. 

A COMPANY 
The temperature is now 95, unusual for th is 

time of year, and the Company is getting down to 
t he serious business of acquiring a good tan before 
returning to Fort George in November. The place 
with the non-stop sun and blue sky is of course, 
Cyprus. 

Only a week ago A Company became the UN 
Town Company in Limassol Distric t. The Glen
garries have been discarded and the b lue berets 
put on. Taking over the new job was no problem 
but no one can recognise anybody else in the blue 
berets. White knees have e ither turned brown or 
have been covered up with KD trousers, so even 
that form of recognition has gone. Big Charlie Gray 
is perhaps the one except io n to this. He could 
never disguise himself! The new vogue however is 
a popular one. 

Ex Eternal Triangle in BAOR seems way back 
in the past but it was that f inal exercise that starts 
the period of these notes. Memories of those last 
few months are blurred but the smell , noise and 
dirt of those APCs is still clear in ones mind. How 
glad everyone was to hand them over to 1 G losters, 
and return to Scotland. Sgt Robertson 66 must 
have been particularly g lad , since he looked after 
them from the beginning. It was a pleasure once 
again to understand the conversation in the local 
bars and, for some, to get back to thei r old female 
hunting grounds. 

EARNING OUR MEDALS IN THE SUN 
Cpl Henderson, CSM Greenhowe, Cpl Moir. 
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On the 16th February, 1971, disembarkation leave 
ended and spirits were still high on remustering. 
The recru iting drive which was our next task, was 
successful. A lot of girls wanted to sign on but the 
majority were not accepted. I wonder why not? It 
gave us a good chance to get in touch with the 
local area again and even make new contacts. 
Peterhead probably took the brunt of our recruiting 
drive; the locals there had to put up with an almost 
free play exerc ise through the bui lt up area, but 
they were most helpful and even enjoyed the 
novelty. 

Oddly enough, packing up and moving again 
was no real problem. The last move detai ls were 
stil l fresh . On the day the Company flew into 
Cyprus, tbe weather changed and not a cloud has 
been seen since. The next few months should be 
useful, hard work and fun. 

ROG UES' GA LLERY. 

Left to Right:- Cpl Moir , Lcpl Shand, Cpl Wright, Lcpl 
Sinclair, Sgt Ritchie, Pte Morrison 62, CSM Greenhowe, 

Lcpl Wood, Pte Mc l ellan, Pte Henderson 87, Pte Watson . 

Congratulat ions to Pte Shuff on his marriage to 
Miss Lisa Robson on 20th February, 1971 at 
lnverurie. 

TOWN OP ( OGGLING POST) 
Town OP is an observation post in the Turkish 

quarter. It is a house situated on lsmet Pasha St. 
and from the top floor there is a commanding view 
of the city. 

On the first night in Cyprus the Section Com
manders were shown around the patrol routes and 
the Turk ish fighter positions. Back at the " Ranch" 
the Jocks scrambled for the best bunks in the 
house. 

The stags started almost on arrival and the 
Jocks soon discovered that Turkish women looked 
quite del ightful. The rota of two hours on and ten 
off was considered to be a good number and also 
was well away from the Company Sergeant Major's 
beat. In a short time a routine was established and 
Mick Colligan started a cooking battle with the one 
and only stove in the tiny kitchen. 

The evenings are taken up with games nights, 
watching TV (English sub titles) and excursions 
into town. Sgt McKinnon started the games nights 
but he has not as yet managed to win any of the 
prizes he has squeezed out of the Platoon fund. 
He is not amused. Cpl Boyle provides much enter
tainment with his lilting tones accompanied by a 
guitar. The Platoon Commander's sarong has also 
caused much amusement. The competit ion to see 
who can decipher Grieve Farquhar's Dor ic has not 
yet been won . 

Life at the OP is pleasant and peaceful except 
for the odd official visit. The notice stuck up by 
the predecessors might still come true, " Stag on 
and on Jocks." 

B COMPANY 
The Company returned from Germany in dribs 

and drabs, and by kind permission of A Company, 
all our chiefs baled out early on one pretext or 
another, and what was left was abandoned to A 
Company's tender mercy. So if you are missing any 
item of equipment or letter go and see A Company. 

The Company met up at this end after leave, 
generally more than they were entitled to , except 
in a few vociferous cases, and we went recruiting. 
B Company had the Banff area. It is a beaut iful 
part of the world , we worked at it like beavers and 
everybody was extraordinarily kind to us, but we 
were not invaded by a horde of fit, strong, intelli
gent types who just had to join up. We are now 
comforting ourselves on the fact that we were seen, 
and met a lot of people and were given a great 
deal of kind publicity by the press. 

After the recruiting the Company came back 
to Fort George, and the hierarchy played the 
" numbers game," while the Jocks packed boxes 
for Cyprus. In Cyprus the lucky ones have become 
" Training Company," while the less fortunate have 
stayed with platoons, some of whose work is fairly 
monotonous. The only man the Company left beh ind 
is LCpl Weston who cou ld do with a bit of extra 
luck. 

We have lost one or two people to other 
Companies as a result of t he move to Cyprus, but 
hope that they will rejoin when we get back to 
Fort George. We have lost Cpl Riddoch to the great 
outside, and were all sorry to see him go, but 
would li ke to wish him and Mrs. Riddoch good luck 
out there. With the form ing of Training Company 
and the arrival of 2 drafts, a new 21C and CQMS, 
and six bright shine new sergeants, there has been 
quite an influx. Without l isting each one, these 
people have settled in easily and are now rapidly 
becoming the backbone of the Company. One part 
of the Company's backbone has been removed, 
CSM Warden, who having kept us up to the mark 
with " Pansy Guards" on the Company flowers, 
bilingual skil l with Swiss army officers, and a great 
deal of hard work, leaves us to take on the even 
bigger job of keeping Admin Company straight. 
Amongst the things we have recovered from A 
Company after the move to Fort George is CSM 
Schoneville who has led the settling in race, and 
who now leads us all, particularly at football and 
early morning PT. 

0 COMPANY 
We've had quite a time! After giggl ing our way 

through Ex Eternal Triangle, taking the Admin 
Inspect ion in our stride, we took an extra big stride 
and managed to reach Fort George. There we were 
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welcomed by our newcomers, Lt D. Ross and WOII 
Harkins from A. & S.H. and by 2Lt Kerr, bursting 
with knowledge from University. We heartily wel
come them . 

During February and March we spent a fortnight 
recruiting, the City of Aberdeen itself being our 
area. We stayed in the T & AVR centre in the 
Hardgate and would like to thank D (Gordon) Coy 
51st Highland Volunteers for their hospitality then. 

The recru iting was a most amusing period. 
Porter recruited a large number of 'scrubbers' while 
the rest of our potential recruits seemed to be 
between the ages of 7 and 14 years old! 

We had great fun putting a large number of 
cadets and various civilians through their weapon 
firing paces on the Black Dog ranges. 

A special mention is due to the intrepid female 
who achieved the all-time record for beaten zones 
with a GPMG by simply shutting her eyes and 
keeping the trigger grimly pressed till the belt ran 
out! 

Then came the blow. Due to the need for only 
3 Coy HQs in Cyprus, Delta Coy HQ was abandoned 
and the cream of the Battalion brains scattered. 
Never mind, the cream landed in the cream jobs, 
OC as OPS A and CQMS Ashbridge as PRis side· 
kick. Now the Latin race will really learn what 
'sweeteners' are all about. 

Our two platoons in Cyprus commanded by Sgt 
Campbell and 2Lt Kerr circulate with the rest. 

Guess who got married when we all thought he 
didn't know what a gooseberry bush was for? LCpl 
Fyfe!! Up Torphins! 

Congratulations to Pte Turner as well. It's not 
everyone who gets a ready made family as a 
package deal. 

Sgt Lowe is now too important to talk to. We 
bend our heads in reverence! Well done Cpls 
Robson and Elsbury and LCpl Taylor. 

We all look forward to November, home and, 
RESURGAM 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
The ultimatum issued was to cut down on " what 

had happened since the last issue of Tiger and 
Sphinx." which this ed itor will have no problem in 
complying with . 

ANTI-TANK PLATOON AT MAVROLI 

Left to Right:- Back Row: Pies Barnes, McAlpine, Lcpl 
Workman , Sgt Tevendate. Front Row: Pies Letters, Kirkwood, 

Park, Foster. 

To precis these events we returned from BAOR, 
went on leave, reformed at Fort George, recruited 
in the Regimental area, developed ulcers in sub
mitting returns for Cyprus, recovered our sanity, 
went on embarkation leave, and here we are in 
sunny Cyprus. 

However we cannot just leave it at that, w ithout 
welcoming to our fold former members of the Aravll 
and Sutherland Highlanders- Sgt Gallagher, Cpl 
Dixon, Cpl Scott, Cpl Sinclair, Cpl Robson, LCpl 
Scott, LCpl Workman, LCpl Andrews, LCpl Brown
ing, Ptes Horan, Letters and Wallace. We are all 
most impressed by the wonderfu l way they have 
settled down with us and sad though we are about 
the reason for them being here they have certainly 
proved themselves to be a great credit to their 
former Regiment and likewise to their new one. We 
hope they enjoy their sojourn with us and don't 
find our language and customs too different. 

At present Support Company are dotted about 
all over the Paphos area. though with the rotation 
system in force we will soon be split up around 
the Limassol area, leaving only Support Company 
Headquarters and elements of HQ Company at 
Paphos. However we will see them all again later 
in the year when they rotate throug h us yet again . 

ANTI-TANK PLATOON AT KTIMA VILLA RELAXING. 

Left to right:- Pte McKinlay, Sgt Ward, lcpl Robertson, 
Pte. Angus, Lt Stewart, Pte McCallum, Cpl McKillop, Cpl 

Scott. 

We have said au-revoir to Capt Taitt who has 
gone off to become jungly as 21 C B Company. We 
say goodbye to Mr Ross who is going off to instruct 
junior tradesmen at Troon. We trust he wi ll f ind 
the local traffic police more co-operative than he 
has found them elsewhere. In the gain side we 
welcome Messrs. Stewart and Forsyth, who having 
tanned themselves suffic iently in Cyprus leave for 
their respective Support Weapons courses. 

It is now siesta time and the editor feels he 
must comply and be bri .. . .... ef. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
The miseries of a British and German winter 

seem just a bad dream as we bask in the Cyprus 
sunshine. Much has happened in the past months: 
your scribe has, in the past, been the butt of many 
a jest in these pages and he is delighted to have 
this opportunity of getting his own back-subject 
to the concessions of ed itor ial censorsh ip. 
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The last few months of 1970 saw the gradual 
breaking up of the Regiment's home of nearly 4 
years. Peter Graham fled to Ulster, where he can 
now be seen protecting his splendid whiskers from 
being singed by petrol bombs in the Falls Road. 
John MacCallum disappeared on courses various 
but rejoined us in June. Jim and Ann Lawson after 
ministering to our minds and souls for four years 
(as well as leading expeditions to Greece, discus
sion groups on the permissive society and other 
nat ional topics, and carol groups in the snow) , 
have left to join the RHF, also in Ulster; we shall 
sadly miss this charming family who have taken 
such an active part in all spheres of Regimental 
life. Roddy and Carol Kinghorn, with thei r mini Joe 
Bugner, have joined Highland Area Headquarters, 
where they can be seen every afternoon (weather 
permitting ) perfecting their tennis. Dick Lamb is 
now scaling mountains or canoeing down the Don 
with the Army Youth Team and lan Chant-Sempill 
is pitting his wits against those of the Junior 
Soldiers. For the remainder, the bachelors were 
entertained by both the sounds of quarter scrubbing 
which came wafting up from the Patch and the 
variety of excuses offered by the Pads for escaping 
to the Mess to avoid their march-out chores. 

The move from Minden rapidly approached, 
boxes accumulated and paper abounded. Bob 
Strachan was heard to mutter fervent prayers that 
the pips on his shoulders should vanish as the 'air 
move' file got thicker and thicker. George Kennedy, 
the rat, hastened away in disgust (or fear). pre
ferr ing to freeze on Salisbury Plain and later sun 
bathe in Switzerland rather than compete at all. 
Throughout the organised chaos, Gavin Peebles 
delegated serenely onwards. 

Our farewell to the population of Minden 
included a cocktail party and a Band display at 
wh ich presentat ions were made and received; 
Colonel Derek Brown's speech in German was 
much appreciated by the large crowd as were the 
two park benches which were presented. The 
Mayor of Minden gave a reception to which Officers 
and Senior Ranks were invited and he made a 
gracious speech in which he thanked us for all we 
had done for his city. 

Marriage bells rang jubilantly for Bob Hay and 
Josephine in Edinburgh and later Peter Rooke and 
Susan in Los Angeles. Unfortunately none of the 
Mess could attend either of these weddings; we 
wish them every happiness. 

Our return to Fort George was marked by a 
Band display, at which Field Marshal Sir James 
Cassels took the salute, and a cocktail party. In 
sp ite of the bitterly cold weather we had a 
memorable evening. 

Sadly we had to say goodbye to Colonel Derek 
Brown ; he was dined out in style at a most enjoy
able guest night at which, after a brief but apposite 
speech by Peter Rooke, he was presented with a 
silver salver inscribed with the signatures of all 
off icers who had served a twelve month under his 
command . In his reply he reminded us of the 
memorable and historic occasion over 25 years ago 
when his father handed over command of the 1st 
Battalion at the Fort. He presented the Mess with 
a water colour painting of Minden and a splendid 
silver rose bowl; the latter is for competition 
between the Officers' and Sergeants' Mess Golf 
teams. It was played for a few days later and won 
for 1971 by the Officers. 

ROOKE-SOSKIN 

Major P. B. de T. Rooke, only son of the late Major and Mrs. 
L. F. Rooke of Ti lford, Farnham, Surrey, married Miss Susan 
Jane Soskin, only daughter of Dr. and Mrs. S. Soskin of 
South Beverly Glen, Los Angel es, U.S.A., on 3rd January, 
1971 , at Westwood United Methodist Church, Beverly Hills, 

Los Angeles. 

At the same dinner David Gordon-Steward was 
also dined out and having him back, albeit briefly, 
put the seal on a memorable evening. To David and 
Rosemary we wish every happi ness and success 
in civilian life. 

John Urquhart also left us in March to go to 
the Holy of Infantry Holies-Warminster. There 
undoubtedly he will make the life of many a newly 
commissioned officer a dark shade of hell. Fancy 
a trip to Cyprus th is summer John? 

Field Marshal Sir Geoffrey Baker, the reti ring 
CGS, visited us to say goodbye. Many remember 
him, and he certainly remembered us, from 1957 
Cyprus days when he was Chief of Staff. 

The At Hon Gordon Campbell, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, very kindly gave a party for us 
at his charming home in Cawdor. He commanded 
the Artillery Battery which supported the Battalion 
in the closing stages of the last war. 

We spent another most enjoyable evening at 
Gordon Castle when the Colonel of the Regiment 
and Lady Gordon Lennox gave a delicious buffet 
supper for us and our wives. This was a splendid 
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prelude to the Regiment Gol f Meeting which was 
played at Kei th the fol lowing day. The relaxed 
atmosphere and the supple swings were marked. 

The confidence of the bachelor officers in their 
vulnerabi lity received a severe jolt when David 
Irvine got married in March. Several mourners 
came from the Fort to attend the rites and had a 
right good time. We wish David and Jane every 
happiness and warn them that we will be round 
for supper the day they rejoin us. 

Cyprus has proved a happy landing ground for 
many: sailing, water sk i-ing , swimming (David 
White and George K have their offices on the 
beach). The un ion of bachelors struggles to pre
serve its monopoly of single birds in the face of 
competit ion (harmless of course, merely playful 
but unsettling) from our pads. 

Colonel John MacMillan is now firmly in the 
saddle and to him and Bel inda we extend a very 
warm welcome as we do to Anthony Neilson, Will ie 
Douglas, Donald Campbell-Baldwin, Donald Ross 
and Robin Fawcus who has suddenly returned to 
earth after his 4 years in the stratosphere. 

Until the next notes your scribe, to show his 
erudition (who said I cou ldn't spell ) ends by telling 
you what he is to do-quot ing Cowper-
" Oh, to the Mess, the scene of savage joys 
The school of coarse good fellowship and noise." 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
RSM WOI P. G. Cameron 
PMC WOII R. Greenhowe 

New faces, new places, new climates and new 
uniforms. Its all happened over the past few 
months. We always cla im that 'Life's g reat in the 
Gordons.' No idle boast. After all variety is the 
spice of I ife, and our life has been pretty highly 
sp:ced to say the least. 

Whilst still in Minden last year we had our 
annual FFR inspection whic h took the form of a 
full ceremon ial parade. This was a great success 
and of course, an occasion to be celebrated. We 
did-regally! 

Our tour in Germany was coming to a close. 
The Green Howards invited us to d inner. A wonder
fu l night. The Yorkshi remen showed us their 
wonderful hospitality and each and every member 
was treated royally!-ls that good Engl ish? 

The advance party of the Glosters arrived under 
the eagle eye of their RSM, Mr. Thomas, who found 
that RSM Cameron's Highland hospital ity gave him 
hangovers unknown in the history of the Glosters. 

We stripped the mess of our trophies and silver 
and left it looking like a barn , but not befo re our 
Christmas Draw, which was enjoyed by all who 
won and even some of us who lost! Hog manay 
showed us that the Glosters, great beer d rinkers 
that they are, could not accept the " spirit" of 
Ne'erday as they had that of Christmas. The hand
over was eventually co mplete, and we returned to 
Fort George and leave. 

I feel that I must mention here those members 
of the LAD whom we left in Minden. Each and 
everyone of the mess members was presented w ith 
a silver cigarette box for the loyal service they 
showed to us during our 4 years in Germany. 

Fort George, and we saw the return of John 
joraan, 'Speedy' Campbell, Louis Tevendale and 
Frank Cole. Welcome home lads. And a very warm 
and sincere welcome also to Joe Harkins, 'Dandy' 

Mclean, A lec Muir, Danny Nicol and Wil lie 
Gal lagher who join us from the 1st Argylls. We 
hope that thei r stay in the Gordons wi ll be as 
happy as they ever were in the 'Th in Red Line.' 

Of course we had to say 'Au Revoir' to some 
of our fellow members~im Ross and J im Fraser 
on facing the rigours of c ivilian life, Clem Arting
stall who transferred to 1 Kings and is still in 
Minden, and a dozen or so more who have left 
temporarily on postings to the T & AVA. Con
g ratulations to RSM J im Hutton on his appointment 
as RSM 2nd Bn 51 Hid Vo lunteers. 

Whil st we're congratulating people, let's not 
forget 'Scoop' Duncan, our PR photographer, who 
was married on 9th Apr il to Miss Irene Mary West 
-welcome to the Regiment Mrs. Duncan. Mrs. 
Andy McKinnon had a baby girl, Nico la Jane, and 
Mrs. J im Paterson presented her husband with 
another daughter, Evon. Well done- all six of you!! 

I was looking along the l ist of promotions and 
see that it takes in fifteen of our mem bers-did I 
really drink all that? Congratulations to the new 
elite. And again congratulations to the RSM, ROMS 
J ohn Dooley and 'Steiger' Strathdee on gaining 
their LS & GC MedaL " The years pass by and 
show the rest, the ones who really try their best!" 

We 'd ined out' Co lonel Derek Brown along with 
our wives- well, we didn't d ine out the wives, it's 
al l so complicated you see. We d ined out-but 
you know what I mean! Pipey Kerr composed a 
tune fo r Col Brown and Cpl MacRae played it at 
the dinner. A surprise for the CO, and a bigger 
one for Pipey, considering he only wrote it that 
morn ing! 

And here we are in Cyprus. For some of us we 
can say 'Again.' 'Snowy' Warden seems to be 
known all over the world!! All Greek to me! 

The 8th of May saw the first social occasion in 
the mess. A band d isplay fo llowed by a party. 
Other members of UNFICYP attended along w ith 
new found fr iends- though not as many as we'd 
hoped. However we still have s ix months to push. 
It's hot, but p leasant. A sun tan is rather becoming 
in November in UK. But there'll be many more 
stories by then and most of them t rue! 

Our condo lences go to Sgt and Mrs Rab 
Phil ip w ho lost a son, Andrew, on 30th September 
last year. 

WOII Warden talking over o ld t imes with Major General Prem 
Chand - or maybe " More medals, yes, but bigger whiskers , 

no. '' 
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CORPORALS' CLUB 
Presiding Warrant Officer: WOII Warden 
President of Mess Committee: Cpl Topping 
Assistant President: Cpl Hamilton 

We start these notes in sun soaked Cyprus, the 
island of Venus, as summer is just beginning and 
already the temperature is soaring in the higher 
eighties. 

We have now settled in Cyprus, where we are 
carrying out our duties as part of the United 
Nations Peace Keeping Forces, and our members 
are scattered throughout the British Contingent 
areas, thus hampering full activities of the club, 
but already things are on the move. A new com
mittee was formed on our arrival with Cpl 'Dream' 
Topping in the chair, being well supported by Cpl 
'Taffy' Hamilton as assistant PMC with Cpl 'Sammy' 
Moore carrying out clerical duties which at the 
moment are quite hectic. Our committee sports/ 
entertainment members are keeping us all very 
busy, Cpls Bailie, Murphy and O'Reilly have already 
arranged for numerous games nights with the local 
Royal Air Force Station at Akritori. This has 
caused Cpl 'Davey' Chapman (ACC) some concern 
and he can be seen already working out menus. 

The club is in need of some redecoration so 
we. have appointed LCpl 'Tam' Beattie to supervise 
the necessary changes, he has already started by 
producing his first masterpiece, the sign for the 
club now renamed the Glengarry Club. We are 
hoping to celebrate the handing over of the sign 
to the PMC for hanging in the very near future. 

We have had many additions to the club in 
recent months, including a number of NCOs from 
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. We bid them 
al l welcome and hope they enjoy their social life 
in the club; we have also had many promotions to 
the club-well done. Some have left us for higher 
places- by the t ime we reach press so may have 
others. We bid them farewell, sorry to see you 
leave us, but we cannot stand in the way of pro
gress, congratulations, we hope to join you soon. 

That being all for this edition, we bid you fare
well for the moment and hope we have many 
successful sporting activities to report on by the 
time the next ed ition is due. 

To all our members at Fort George (Rear 
Party) we hope you are not being worked too 
hard , you deserve it. 

DRUMS AND PIPES 
We continue our travels. As I sit here in the 

gorgeous sunshine of the sun kissed island of 
Cyprus and drum away with the two index fingers 
on a borrowed typewriter, my thoughts go back to 
our farewell retreat in Minden. We were very nearly 
drowned in a torrential downpour in Minden 
Stadium but the show still went on and we per
formed on what started as a soccer pitch and 
finished up as a quagmire. However our German 
friends enjoyed it all, rain or no. 

Fort George, suntrap of the north, ancient monu
ment extraordinary and our home for three months. 
After our disembarkation leave we led the battalion 
through Aberdeen which initiated a recruiting tour. 
On the same evening we entrained for Edinburgh 
where we played at the premiere of 'our film,' 
Waterloo. Pipey was selected, as a star of the film, 
to present a prize to some lucky lady on stage 

who seemed suitably impressed by it all and 
wanted to know if the Pipey was on first name 
terms with Dean Martin! A short but extensive tour 
of the Reg imental area where we were fortunate 
to stay in hotels. The weather being dry but cold , 
kept our audiences to a bare minimum but it was 
nice to see old faces and we live in hope that we 
shall see some new ones as a resu lt of the tour. 
Back to Edinburgh and the Usher Hall, where we 
took part in a musical spectacular along with other 
Regiments in aid of the Scottish War Blinded. A 
great show which was knocked together with the 
minimum of fuss and rehearsals and a capacity 
audience contributed to a worthy cause· and 
enjoyed some very good music from the massed 
military and pipe bands. 

We beat retreat along with the military band 
to an invited audience at the Fort. It was terribly 
cold but the audience stuck it out and were very 
complimentary after the show. We then retired to 
our respective messes and partook of a warming 
agent known as 'The Cratur,' which, though 
expensive, proved to be the correct medicine for 
what ailed us. 

The advance party to Cyprus took the Drummie 
along with them and w ithin the week the whole 
band were firmly ensconced in Polemidhia Camp, 
Limassol , and garbed in the blue beret of the 
Un ited Nations, the wearing of which caused great 
hilarity at first sight and boosted the morale of the 
Rangers supporters amongst us. On Saturday the 
8th of May we put on a combined band display on 
the barrack square which seems to be the only 
piece of flat ground in Cyprus. The sight of the two 
bands in Highland dress wearing the UN blue beret 
caused consternation amongst the traditionally 
minded. Pipey wanted to wear a black cock feather 
but decided that no matter what one did with the 
beret it still remained a blue beret and looked 
rather out of place to say t he least. 

We have a few engagements lined up for us 
here in Cyprus and are looking forward to them, 
but we are also looking forward to our visit to 
London where we are to take part in the 'Big Blaw' 
on Horse Guards, and the Royal Tournament. We 
conclude our month's visit by taking part in the 
Army Benevolent Fund musical pageant at Wembley 
stadium and then return to the battalion. We wi ll 
no doubt have some stories to relate about this 
trip in the next edition of the Tiger & Sphinx. 

And now as the golden sun sinks in the west, 
and we don long trousers and long sleeved shirts 
to ward off the attacks of the beasties, we say 
farewell until once more I have to borrow a type
writer and play paradiddles w ith my two very inept 
index fingers. 

MILITARY BAND 
Perhaps the most noteworthy happening since 

our last notes has been t he retirement of Band 
Staff Sergeant Thomson. He joined the 1st Bn at 
Essen in 1946 and stayed with them for 24 years. 
He was a solo clarinet player all that time and 
served four band masters in that capacity. From 
1962 he also combined the job of Band Sergeant, 
which probably explains the co lour of his hair . A 
sad loss to Army music and the Gordon High
landers in particular, of one of our great characters. 
He is teaching music in Aberdeen where he now 
lives. To him and his wife we wish every happiness 
in their retirement. 
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DRUMS AND PIPES - UNITED NATIONS STYLE. 

Ceremonial farewell to Band Staff Sergeant Thomson. 

Sitting in the sun in Cyprus it seems amazing 
that only six months ago we were up to our necks 
in snow and farewell concerts in and around 
Minden. The reception we got at each of these 
concerts served as an ample conclusion to what 
must have been one of the bands most successful 
periods. From playing at little village Schutzenfests 
to our concert in the Oetker Hall in Bielefeld and 
our final farewell concert in the Doppel Aula in 
Minden the German population gave us their com
plete support. Of course almost every time we 
played outside it rained but we became quite used 
to it in the end. 

Fort George proved to be a complete change 
with a blanket bedecked gymnasium serving as our 
headquarters, much to the annoyance of the PTI. 

We did a good circu it of the schools in our 
Regimental area during the recruiting tour bum ping 
into ex-Cpl Harry Shand several times on the way. 
He is now an instrumental teacher for Aberdeen
shire and has now been joined in that profession 
by our ex-SSgt. The musical interest being gener
ated in the North-eastern schools is amazing and 
Aberdeen itself is quite a musical centre. 

For the doubting Thomases it must be noted that 
the first duty of the band on arriva l in Cyprus was 
a mini exercise with the Drums & Pipes and an 
afternoon spent tramping over what seemed like 
half the hills in Cyprus; but, apart from a few sore 
muscles next day, very little harm was done and 
we are looking forward to a lot of musical activities 
out here. 

We have our usual movements with in the band. 
SSgt Forsyth has now taken over from " Spud" 
Thomson and we wish him every success. Bdsm 
Simpson left us for a more religious life and Bdsm 

A HAPPY REUNION. 
LCpl tan Stuart back amongst his fellow Pipers. 
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Lindie (Junior) and Reid have joined us from 
Kneller Hal l. 

Bdsm Mcintosh got himself marr ied to Miss 
Irene Gordon, sister of our former c larinet player 
Steve Gordon, and Bdsm Eric Davies came al l the 
way from Kneller Hall to act as best man on that 
occasion which seems as good a place as any to 
end. 

.PRESIDENT REGIMENTAL INSTITUTE AND 
UNIT FAMILIES OFFICE 

To the above should be added " and Rear Party, 
Fort George." Our move from Minden was con
ducted with l ittle fuss. All our famil ies are now 
housed, with the exception of about eight, in 
accommodation ranging from stately homes to 
bothies. Sgt Baldwin has quit the organisation, but 
remains at the Fort acting CSM of the Rear Party. 
Cpl Hamilton, LCpl Matulevicze and Pte Sanderson 
have gone out to the sharp end to w in a medal. 
WOII Dryburgh, LCpl Dryburgh and Pte Baillie 
have remained behind to assist in the impossible 
task of keeping 250 families happy and contented. 
Methinks that any medals will be more than earned 
at this end. 

A -warm welcome must assuredly be given to 
any in the Battalion visiting such places as 
Amjandos, Trodos, Platres, Kakopetria, Pedulous, 
Spylia, Polistopos, etc., etc. They would certainly 
qualify for cut-throat rates in many of the hotels. 
If life in Cyprus does tend to be dull a charter 
flight conveying such passengers as George 
Elsmie, Patrick Forbes, Dougal Young, George 
Slater, Robin Linzee Gordon, Derek Brown, Alan 
Wilson and Mac Stephen, should go a long way to 
dispelling boredom. However, life is not dull at the 
Fort, as the wires are kept hot by continuous 
requests for money, the address of husbands (who 
apparent ly "forgot" to tell their wives where they 
were going!), stand by transport for expectant 
wives, and so on and on and on. To the sign 
outside Inverness wish ing all a hundred thousand 
" Welcomes," add, in November another 250, and a 
BIG ONE FROM ME!!! 

RUGGER 
At last, despite the gloomy predictions of the 

old and bold, 1 Gordons have won a rugger match. 
From henceforth the 23rd March shall be known 
as "Rugby Day." In order to achieve this stroke, 
we have achieved some very cons iderable talent. 
In serious terms, the battalion does now have the 
material for a very good Reg imental side. Un· 
fortunately, this skill is still confined to the officers' 
and sergeants' messes, which means that it is very 
difficult to assemble all concerned for a match, 
owing to courses and postings, and quite impos· 
sib le to assemble 15 people to train. 

The rugger officer would particularly l ike to 
mention Pte Adam (Signals), Pte Manders (Sp 
Coy), LCpl Kinnon (B Coy). and recently returned 
from 11 Bde HQ, Cpl Manson (I NT). all of whom 
played wel l and it is hoped will form the nucleus 
of a Regimental rather than officers' mess rugger 
side. Encouraged by the recent success, 2Lt 
Gordon Kerr is planning great things on return to 
UK in November. 

SAILING 
Despite what has been described as one of the 

mildest winters ever, Fort George is really summer 
sail ing for all but a few stout souls. One or two 
people have been out at the Fort, where getting 

a boat took t hour and getting it back twice as 
long, and a small army of beavers. Now we are 
on the " pigs back." By the kindness of HQ Scot· 
land, the generosity, albeit somewhat unwill ing, of 
the PR I, we have finished up in Cyprus in summer 
with a fleet of 8 dinghies, and in tend to become 
web footed by the time we return in November. 

ATHLETICS 
Athletics has been in abeyance until just a week 

ago. The local RAF side invited the battalion to 
field a side for a friendly meeting in Episkopi. 
Brains were wracked and bodies sent for and a 
side attended. The newly appointed Athletics 
Officer, 3 days, also attended in considerable 
trepidation. The side d id surprisingly well, although 
were so unfit that for the last race the distraught 
organiser had to co-opt the CO to run-very 
successfully. 

Encouraged by this resu lt the battalion is now 
getting down to more ser ious training, in order to 
compete with 1 PWO and the various other national 
contingents. The amateur dramatics officer is cast
ing Lt George Kennedy for the porpoise in the next 
production of " Alice in Wonderland," on the 
strength of his performance at Episkopi. 

ALPINE SKI-ING 
The team: Lt A. D. P. Ross (capt) 

Lt I. D. S. Forsyth 
2Lt A. D. McDonald-Haig 
2Lt I. D. W. The Hon Chant-Sempill 

Owing to non-availability the team this year, with 
the exception o f Lt Ross, was completely new. 2Lt 
Chant-Sempill had never been on skis in his l ife 
before, Lt Forsyth had had some experience, and 
2Lt McDonald-Haig had " done a bit in the Cairn· 
gorms." 

2Lt The Hon. I. D. W. Chant-Sempill, Winner BAOR Novices 
Downhill Cup 1970/ 71; Army Novices Downhill Cup 1970/ 71. 

We left Minden on the 1st December to train 
for the Divisional, BAOR and Army meetings. One 
of our aims was, together with the Langlauf team, 
to retain the BAOR Infantry Cup which we won 
last year. 

The training took place once again in Alpbach 
where the 14/20 King's Hussars had kindly given 
us the use of their chalet which solved a lot of 
problems, both financia l and social. 
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Alpbach, like the majority of ski resorts this 
year, was cursed with bad snow conditions. Conse
quently our first week of training was conducted 
on a small slope where Luki , our trainer of last 
year, put us through our paces. At last the snow 
arrived, the lift was opened, and 1 Gordons Alpme 
team had virtually the whole mountain to them
selves on which to train. 

At the risk of being accused of " shooting a 
line," I must add at this point, that the training 
was extremely strenuous, with Luki cursing us from 
nine in the morning until four o'clock in the after
noon interspersed with such well-known cries as 
" Why you not do what I say?-lt's easy" or " why 
you fall over all the time?'' However I am not 
trying to say it was in any way unenjoyable (which 
seems to be the criterion for good training in so 
many other sports) , far from it! We spent an 
extremely pleasant two months and could not have 
wished for a better trainer. 

During this period we had numerous visitors 
including Capt David White, Us Andrew Forbes 
and Jack Stenhouse who trained with us when it 
suited them and sponged off us during the whole 
of their stay there. Capt Malcolm Ross who was 
also in Alpbach was playing a lone hand. 

On January 9th we moved off to Mittenwald in 
Bavaria where the Divisional meeting was to take 
place. We were somewhat handicapped here as 
Lt Forsyth had sprained an ankle two days pre
viously and was unable to race. There were only 
two races, the Slalom and the Giant Slalom, and 
overall we finished seventh. 

On account of this meeting being cut short, we 
were able to return to Alpbach to fit in a few more 
training days before the BAOR meeting which was 
to run from the 18th to the 24th June at Alpbach. 
There we were slightly more successful, our final 
placing being 12th out of 22 teams, and our best 
race being the Downhill where we came 5th. It 
was here that 2Lt Chant-Sempill won the first of 
his Novices prizes. At this stage we felt fairly 
confident that the BAOR Infantry Cup was in the 
bag , we having soundly beaten all the Infantry 
teams. Although there were still some Langlauf 
(cross country ) races to be held we knew our 
cross country team to be good-for had they not 
been training since the beginning of November in 
Norway and Italy? 

This then left the Army meeting at St. Moritz 
as our last fling before returning to the Regiment. 
We arrived at St. Moritz on the 25th of January 
where almost the first person we saw was Capt 
Gavin Peebles who had been idling away his time 
on the Cresta Run. 

We reckoned the Army meeting to be our best. 
We came ninth in all three events, Slalom, Giant 
Slalom and Downhill, giving us an overall placing 
of ninth out of sixteen teams competing. Special 
mention should be made of 2Lt McDonald-Haig 
who, racing in his first season, finished fifteenth 
out of eighty-six competitors in the Downhill race. 
2Lt Chant-Sempill was awarded his second trophy 
of the season, the Army Novices Cup, which kept 
him quiet for a bit. 

Unfortunately it was just before the Downhill 
race that Lt Forsyth chose to ski into a tree at 
rather high speed resulting in his jaw being 
broken in two places. However we are pleased to 
say that he has subsequently been patched up and 
is now " back on the road. " It was during this 
meeting that we heard that our trust in the Lang-

laufers had been misplaced for they were just 
pipped by the KOSB causing us to lose the cup
they were not popular with us. 

When we arrived at Fort George to rejoin the 
rest of the Regiment we heard about the Scottish 
meeting and promptly entered a team. This team 
differed slightly in that we nad to drag a protesting 
Captain White out of retirement to replace Lt 
Forsyth. We assembled on the 25th March to see 
if we could not take at least one " pot" back to 
Fort George. We did. We are now the proud 
custodians of the Highland Brigade Cup and 2Lt 
McDonald-Haig distinguished himself yet again by 
winning the Scottish Division Individual Trophy. Lt 
Ross and McDonald-Haig were selected to ski for 
the Army team in the Combined Services in Scot
land Race. The Army won and more wooden 
quaichs were dished out. 

And so ski-ing 1970-71 finishec! on a high note 
with better results being obtained throughout than 
the previous year. 

THE CROSS COUNTRY SKI TEAM IN THE 
DIVISIONAL AND ARMY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

After eight weeks intensive ski training in 
Norway and Italy, we arrived in Mittenwald expect
ing to do wel l. No amount of optimism deluded us 
with the notion that we wou ld win the Pr incess 
Marina Cup, nor for that matter cou ld we expect 
to come anywhere in the first four places. This is 
not defeatism. A team, however good, and by any 
standards we were a good novice team, cannot 
compete on the same grounds as a team which 
either boasts six successive seasons with the same 
team members, or includes members of the British 
National team in thei r number. 

Mittenwald was the reward for so much 
intensive labour in Norway and Italy. To compete 
against teams who have had the same training 
opportunity, is the ult imate, and beats all. A good 
langlaufer is biting at the bit before a 15 ki lometre 
race. Whatever the odds he is optimistic, the key 
to winning any race. 

In the season 1969-70 we did well by coming 
tenth in a field of thirty in the Divisional Champion
ships. By coming tenth we were el igible, just, for 
the Army Championships, and so won the Infantry 
Cup. There was little opposition at Oberjoch then 
and as always, the Divisional Championships was 
the real testing ground for infantry teams. 

This year we came a comiortable 7th out of 
thirty. Standards were higher, and ours were 
higher than most. We entered too for the one 
biathlon event for the first time, and in doing so 
established ourselves in the cross country ski-ing 
world as a team with some potential. 

At Oberjoch we met our match in the ski team 
from the KOSB. By reputation they had a good, 
establ ished team and they had come thi rd in their 
Divisional Championships. It was a setback to our 
hopes of retaining the Infantry Cup. In previous 
years the KOSB had not entered a downhill team 
for the Army Championships, and thus were not 
eligible to compete for the Infantry Ski Cup, 
awarded to the highest placed infantry ski team 
in both events. 

The two races that mattered at Oberjoch were 
the 15 kilometres and the Patrol. The 15 kilometres 
was run on day 2 and the KOSB narrowly beat us 
by an aggregate of 3 minutes. The next race, which 
did not count in the Infantry Cup competition, was 
the 4 x 10 kilometre race. We beat the KOSB this 
time by three minutes. 
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The downhill team had done well and beaten 
the KOSB soundly in every race, giving us equal 
points in the competition before the final patrol 
race. By design, our Regimental team who had 
competed and beaten the KOSB in the relay was 
our patrol team too. Patrol teams must be made 
up of one officer, a sergeant or corporal, and two 
other ranks. The KOSB had to race their officer, a 
novice, and the weakest member of their A and 
8 teams. We seemed certain to win, but we lost 
the race and the cup by 25 seconas. 

NORWAY 
Norway, and for some, Nordseter, is the Mecca 

of cross country ski-ing. The Norwegian national 
team train there and for several seasons now, our 
own national biathlon team have used Nordseter 
as a base for their own very intensive training. 

That the Regimental team were able to share 
the privilege for two successive seasons, was due 
entirely to the co-operation of the Norwegian Home 
Guard. They provided the accommodation and the 
rest was easy. 

Planning for Exercise " Double Pole" began in 
late August. Team selection was probably the most 
difficult part, and one which gave the Langlauf 
Officer some worries. A good langlaufer is a happy 
langlaufer. As well as the obvious qualities, agility, 
endurance, rhythm, and certain masochistic tenden
cies, he must be able to get on with people, his 
own people. And so, during the summer months, 
likely Jocks were grilled, and by mid-October the 
expedition leader was able to supply the Military 
Attacne in Oslo with a list of likely would-be 
adventurers. They were Sot Moodie. LCols 
Stronach, Coyle, Cfn Hylton (our mechanic), and 
Pies Mich ie, McKeown and Clark. They turned out 
to be a first-rate crew. All, in varying degrees, 
showed the kind of characteristics that the leader 
was looking for. One or two had never skied before, 
but they were selected for less obvious but more 
important qualities. As it turned out, the gamble 
came off. 

It would take too long to include in any detail 
the activities of the " Langlaufers" in Norway. For 
the dedicated followers these can be found in tne 
WPBs of lonq suffering staff officers at HQ BAOR, 
HQ 1 Div, HQ 11 Armd Bde, and SMA Oslo. 

Nordseter, in the heart of Norway, and about 
one hundred miles north of Oslo, is exactly 633 
miles from Minden. Mild queries were raised to 
the wisdom of sending ten stalwarts (we collected 
two more 'laufers from HQ and Signal Squadron 
7 Armd Bde) into the frozen north in unheated and 
ill shod Land-Rovers, but we were warned that this 
after all, was what adventure training was all about. 
It was cold, and none of the Land-Rovers made that 
final hill out of Lillehammer first time. 

But the ski-ing was magnificent. The British 
team had just arrived, and Martin Bray, their 
manager, gave much useful and unobliged advice 
during those five weeks. There from 15th November 
until 15th December we, lesser gods, shared the 
intense pleasure of ski-ing alongside the national 
representatives of Norway, Britain and Spain. 

We benefited enormously from this example, 
which was as well , because the routine, contrary 
to popular belief, was very demanding. 

Professionalism in any sport is important today. 
Cross country ski training is probably the most 
demanding of all. "Sweaty langlaufers" is a popular 

cry amongst the less dedicated Alpine glamour 
boys. Their tone deserves no sympathy, but the ir 
description is accurate. Activities during the six 
preceeding weeks before the fi rst race must be 
carefully programmed, to over train is as crim inal 
as to under train. 

Oddvar Oieren, our task master and professional 
ski instructor for ten out of the thirty days did 
mucn, through his example and cheer, to soften 
the blow. The day, every day, began at 0630. 
Breakfast at 0700, waxing from 0730 till 0815, and 
then warm l'P outside the hut from first light (0830) 
till the first lesson of the day at 0900. Some, unt il 
Norway, had never ski-ied before, but they suffered 
little handicap during those early technique lessons. 
" Diagonal gate, " " double pole," " dips and bumps," 
" hill climb technique" enjoyed frequent mention 
during those early days. So too was the patient, 
"Cum on, cum onn" from our man Oddvar. 

D istance training, designed to strengthen 
endurance and technique came next. The build-up 
was gradual, but in no time we were clocking up 
to thirty miles a day over pretty rugged terrain. 
Interval training, though over shorter distances, 
generally a 5 km loop, was harder and the begin
nings of race training. Tempo training was hell. 
A fit man's pulse rate var ies between 50 and 70. 
Under intense physical pressure this w ill rise up 
to the 150 region. Keep it there for five minutes, 
drop to normal (varies again depending on fitness, 
but usually about 1! minutes ), and then up again. 
Five times without a break and you have a sum
mary of race training. 

But nobody mutinied , and they might have. The 
expedition leader had made a wise selection, and 
they thrived on it. Smoking was discouraged, and 
spirits were forbidden. 

LCpl Stronach unfortunately-for us at least, 
had to leave prematurely mid-way through training , 
but he was able to rejoin us for some of the races 
later at Mittenwald. 

By mid-December, the team captain had a pretty 
shrewd idea to the composition of his 'A' team 
for the Army Championships, and deservedly felt 
confident of producing good results, in the spring. 
A more detailed account of these races, and the 
fight to retain the coveted Infantry Cup, appears 
elsewhere in the magazine. 

ITALY 
For dedicated langlaufers, Norway is perfect. It 

provides the snow condition and example capable 
of bringing out the very best in the sportsman. 
Dedication, unfortunately, is rare, and the normal, 
even enthusiastic supporter of the winter sport will 
not, and cannot, tolerate the demanding day to day 
routine imposed upon him, in an environment which 
offers nothing in the way of variety or night life. 
In December and January the Norweg ian day is 
short, first light is at 0830, and last at about 1630. 
In Norway we provided our own even ing entertain
ment, and it took the form of monopoly, scrabble, 

. cards and reading. We developed keen business 
senses, learned to spell even if we couldn' t write, 
and might have devoured " War and Peace" several 
times over. 

So, apart from the difficulty of holding on to 
Norwegian Army accommodation for more than a 
month, the motives in moving to a country Which 
would produce snow and a touch of night life were 
obvious enough. 
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In retrospect Italy was a bad idea. The snow 
was not nearly as good, people there were not 
langlauf orientated (an important vital point). and 
the team were sufficiently dedicated to have sur
vived a further three weeks in Norway. None of 
these points could have been anticipated during 
the preparatory stages in August. 

We had travelled to Norway and back in Land
Rovers. We had lived on compo, cooked ourselves, 
and been entirely independent. Italy was to be 
different. 

The train journey down from Hannover to 
Balzano deserves an article on its own. On the 
face of it, travel by train , direct on the Trans 
Continental Express from Hannover through to 
Northern Italy, would sound the easiest and most 
uncomplicated journey conceivable. It wasn 't. 

To begin with, the express arrived at Hannover 
half an hour late. The Danes were doubtless 
responsible. Upset about this delay, and anxious 
that some rather scruffy Englanders should not be 
the source of any further delay, we were not going 
to be allowed to load our considerable and untidy 
heap of stores on the train. The guards van man 
had even gone to the trouble of closing his doors 
in our faces. But they were not secure, and even 
as the t rain, the only train that night, was pulling 
out, we were pushing in. Dangerous, but we were 
desperate and dedicated langlaufers. 

Our papers were in order, or so the Minden 
Travel Bureau had assured us. We would have no 
trouble with our luggage and couchettes we could 
book on the train . We'd had a lot of bother with 
our luggage ( the ungagged guard wasn 't f inished 
with us yet), and no one was surprised when the 
couchette attendant assured us that there were no 
couchettes left. Furthermore the entire train was 
" couchetted. " Dauntless, and keeping a steady 
head, the leader took the only course open to him, 
with a twelve hour journey ahead, through the 
middle of the night. We dozed down in the corridor 
alongside the luggage van. But not for long. A very 
irate sleeping car attendant kicked a Highland 
gentleman in the ribs, called him a tramp, and 
demanded to know why he and his party were not 
behaving properly, and sleeping in one of his 
couchettes. "But you have already told me that 
you have no couchettes," " Ja, it is so but it is 
forbidden for you to sleep in the corridor," " Then 
may we sit?," " No," replied the well briefed 
German, "There is no provision on this train for 
seating, you must sleep in the couchettes," " Ah 
yes .... I see," said a confused officer i/c party, 
closing the conversation. 

Next the luggage van came off at Munich, out 
onto the platform and back further up the train . 
This time we didn't bother too much with courtesies 
and the skis, and waxes, and boots, and suitcases 
made a useful deterrent to ticket collectors. 

The next three hours were dull. We found two 
near empty compartments and recovered. Some of 
us slept. 

The travel bureau in Minden had generously 
given us a schedule showing us where and when 
the train would stop. Alter Brennero we would stop 
at Balzano. At Brennero the expedition leader, who 
at this stage was sharing his compartment with Sgt 
Moodie and Pte Clark, went up the train to the 
other compartment and warned people that the next 
stop was scheduled to be Balzano, and that they 
should get ready to de-train . The next stop was not 
Bolzano. It was, as seasoned travellers will confirm, 
Bressanone. At this stage Sgt Moodie, with Clark, 

volunteered to move down the train , ready to hand 
out the baggage when we finally made Balzano. 
Seemed like a good idea at the time but when the 
train stopped half an hour later, yet again at a tiny 
station called St. Kassian, he had doubts. 

As the train, alter a very short halt, gave a 
whistle to the people of St. Kassian before pul ling 
out, there was a knock on the window of Lt Taitt's 
compartment. It was Sgt Moodie, confirming that 
all the skis, etc., and bodies were off the train and 
wou ld he like to join them. 

Balzano is a sizeable c ity, with an efficient bus 
service close to our final destination in the Dolo
mites. St. Kassian, by comparison, cannot have a 
popu lation of much more than a thousand, is far 
from anywhere, and has no buses. 

To cut a long story short (the only bus, much 
later, was on work to rule and did not deliver to 
promised destination. and the taxi driver could not 
believe that a bottle of Glenfiddoch was really 
worth £1 0) we eventually made it. 

The Alpini in Corvana were old friends, and 
seemed genuinely delighted to see us. The expedi
tion leader knew them well from the previous rock 
climbing expeditions, and they were amused to 
have genuine langlaufers down from the Nordic 
wastes in their barracks. 

Corvana, an Alpine ski resort of some repute, 
offered everything in the way of hospital ity. 
Rumours that the adjutant would be visiting turned 
out to be unfounded. 

We tried desperately hard to train properly. We 
had worked extremely hard in Norway, and the 
Divis ional championships were only three weeks 
away, but the gods were not with us. There was 
little snow, enough, just. but not easy and l ittle 
variety in pistes. But all important, the local people 
were not cross country ori entated. 

Although the Italian national team had trained 
in Corvana only weeks before us, holidaymakers 
used all our race tracks, carefully and painstak ingly 
bashed the day before into footpaths. We built a 
tempo loop on the common ground between the 
Alpini barracks and the village, carefully avoiding 
any line which might have been misconstrued as a 
footpath. We even bashed out a path through deep 
virgin snow which we knew to be a summer right 
of way from one side to the other. Within minutes 
of completing the three hour task, the fi rst of a 
hundred walkers had trudged waist deep to see 
where the track led to. 

Next day, we built a track within the existing 
loop and it worked! 

During the three weeks in Corvana, the team 
competed in two local cross country ski events. 
The first. an eighteen kilometre c ourse, was incom
plete (all race tracks have to be "vorlaufed" the 
day before, and this hadn't been) and it was a 
disaster. But the second, on the eve of our 
departure, was a good one. There were over four 
hundred competitors and the team put up a credit
able performance. Lt Taitt came 4th, Pte McKeown 
13th, Pte Michie 15th and Sgt Moodie 20th. The A 
team for the divisional championships was con
firmed. 

In conclusion, the expedition to ltalv was 
memorable, not a disaster, fun, but poor ski train
ing. The ski training influence is amply shown by 
the attit udes and national characteristics of the two 
people. Nothing much happened outside useful ski 
training in Norway, everything happened outside 
useful ski training in Italy. 
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22295184 WARRANT OFFICER CLASS 1 
REGIMENTAL SERGEANT MAJOR P. G. CAMERON 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
RSM Cameron enlisted in Aberdeen on the 4th 

November, 1952 and completed his basic training 
at Gordons Depot at the Bridge of Don Barracks. 
He joined the 1st Bn on act ive service in Malaya 
in April , 1953 and served with A Coy, quickly gain
ing promotion to Corporal. In April, 1954 he was 
in Redford Barracks, Edinburgh and it was here 
in May, 1955 that he was promoted Sergeant. He 
was posted to the Regimental Depot at the Bridge 
of Don in October, 1955 and there he stayed as a 
Train ing Sergeant until June, 1958. Having been 
selected as an Instructor for the Royal Military 
Academy, Sandhurst in June, 1958 he served there 
until July, 1961. He rejoined the 1st Bn in Decem-

WOI RSM P. G. Cameron r ece1v1ng his L.S. and G.C. Medal 
fro m the Colone l o f the Regiment. 

Courtesy Aberdeen Journals. 

ber, 1961 as they left for Kenya with A Company 
as a Platoon Sergeant. During this period in East 
Africa he spent a few months on active service in 
Zanzibar and Swaziland. On return to Redford Bar
racks, Ed inburg h in January, 1964 he was 
appointed Intelligence Sergeant and in this appoint
ment he went with the 1st Battalion on active 
service to Borneo in J anuary, 1965. While serving 
in Borneo he was promoted Colour Sergeant. On 
returning yet again to Edinburgh in 1966 he was 
promoted Warrant Officer class 2 and CSM of A 
Company. He was posted as Regimental Quarter
master Sergeant to the H ighland Brigade Depot 

(Bridge of Don) in November, 1968. In December, 
1969 he was promoted Warrant Officer Class One, 
and appointed RSM of the 51st Highland Volunteers 
at Perth and in September, 1970 he was appointed 
Regimental Sergeant Major of the 1st Battalion in 
BAOR. 

RSM Cameron was born in Aberdeen and 
brought up in Banchory and is a staunch supporter 
of all things Regimenta l. He is a judo expert and 
a keen golfer. He has long been a leading member 
of the Sergeants' Mess in all its aspects. He is one 
of few men who have had the distinct ion and 
honour of being selected twice for the Royal Guard 
at Balmoral. 

22812856 CORPORAL D. R. PALMER 
ARMY CATERING CORPS 

Attached 1st Bn The Gordon Highlanders 
Corporal Palmer enlisted in the Army Catering 

Corps at Aldershot on 1st July, 1952 for an 
engagement of seven years. During this period of 
service he served mostly in the United Kingdom 
attached to various units. In July, 1959 he left the 
service in the rank of Corporal having completed 
his seven years. Unable to settle down to civi lian 
life he re-enlisted four months later in November, 
1959 as a Corporal. Again, for the next three years, 
he served with numerous units in the United 
Kingdom until he was posted overseas to BAOR in 
1964. He first served in BAOR with 94 Locating 
Reg iment RA, at Celie, and then moved to 39 
Missile Regiment until he was posted to 1st Bn 
The Gordon Highlanders in 1970, shortly prior to 
their move home from BAOR. 

Throughout this whole period of Colour Service, 
Corporal Palmer has served with a great many 
units and has always been well reported upon. 

Today Corporal Palmer received his Long Ser
vice and Good Conduct Medal for 18 years loyal 
service to his Corps and to the Army. 

Pte Geo rge Gau ld in a happy UN fami ly group. 
Courtesy Aberdeen Journals. 

Stavrokono, 6th May, 1971 

THE MOVE TO CYPRUS 
We left Fort George, the weather bad. 
Of the move to Cyprus we were very glad. 
In the early stages it wasn't all fun. 
As the hard work for the move had already begun. 
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The next day came as the next day will . 
To find Scottie and Budgie rather ill. 
Too many glasses from hand to mouth. 
Did not stop them fly ing from Lossiemouth. 

We arrived at the airport. 
The flight was over. 
We headed for Paphos by bus and by Rover. 
But when we got there we near had a f it. 
For we found Sgt Gallacher in new UN kit. 

Our first big question was " where do we go?" 

His reply was Mandria Hi ll and Stavrokono. 

We arrived at the post and got settled in. 
Eager to learn where to beqin. 

The brief was given and our tasks were many. 
But we found a good fri end in a Turk called Kenny. 

From us to you we bid farewel l. 

Hoping families and friends are well. 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOTS 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (GLENCORSE) 
42 Gordon recruits under training. 

One might expect the statement " These are the 
first Regimental Notes from Glencorse" to come 
from a distant Regimental outpost on the far side 
of the globe. Although the Battalion is in Cyprus 
and we are well out of earshot of Aberdeenshire, 
this new home of the Scottish Division is very far 
from being a distant outpost, in spite of the fact 
that we are living in a "sea of trews. " 

The reorganisation of the Depots took place in 
September of last year. Glencorse has now 
assumed the responsibility for the training and 
administration of adult recruits and re-enlistments 
for all the Scottish Regiments, while all the Junior 
Soldiers are congregated at the Bridge of Don. 
Th is was a massive task at the outset, and is still 
proving to be a big headache as recruiting has 
increased out of all proportion to the Depot's 
admin istrative organisation. Although bui lt to house 
only a half of the present number, the Depot's 
muster parades of 400 recruits, spl it into two Tra in
ing Companies, remind one more of a Battal ion 
muster. 

Until July we have had one squad starting every 
three weeks and training teams consisting of one 
officer, one sergeant and four corporals, rotating 
in order so that the cycle takes 19 weeks ( 15 
weeks for training, one week for documentation and 
3 weeks' leave). Recruiting has been so good 
lately that where squads were 20-30 strong in the 
autumn last year we now get squads averaging 55, 
with one squad standing at 72. Meanwhile t he 
strength of the training teams remain static, 
although steps are being taken to increase the 
number of instructors. 

At the moment it is very much a case of good 
news is bad news for the Depot, because although 
the number of recruits has doubled in the last nine 
monins. the administrative support has not been 
able to expand at the same rate. Naturally c lothing , 
equipment and tailoring fac ilities is only one mun
dane field in wh ich the crush is felt. The Jock feels 
it more. as we have had to expand into Milton 
Bridge Training Camp (a week-end training camp 
across the road) for accommodation, because 
every barrack room in Glencorse is already double
bunked to the limit. 

As one can imagine, the pressure on teaching 
facil ities, weapons, ranges and stores is already 
great. July will see an even greater strain put on 
the Depot, when squads will start every fortn ight 
but w ill still have the same programme. This will 
reduce the size of the squads, and it is hoped that 
a higher standard of traini ng will be attained. More 
training teams are having to be found, but there 
seems to be a serious shortage of Warm inster
trained corporals. As a result, the QMSI is having 
to train them here in a short fou r-week cadre, 
because they are needed so badly. 

Th is may look l ike a black pic ture (purposely 
blackened to counter recent accusations that 
Battalions' do not know what goes on at the Depot ) 
but in fact morale remains hig h in spite of our 
problems. Glencorse is an exciti ng new unit-it is, 
after all , still developing. 

Our own recruiting has been encouraging and 
the results of the extensive KAPE carried out by 
the 1st Battalion in March, have been obvious, one 
of the larger squads which formed up in April ·has 
19 Gordons in it. We have 42 recruits in tra ining 
at the moment which compares favourably with all 
the other Regiments except the RHF and Black 
Watch who are well in front of the rest of us. 

In the recent squads we have had severa l very 
useful recru1ts who have passed out, and two have 
won the " Best Recruit" prize in their squads; Pte 
Hodgson of Pakchon platoon and Pte Dey of 
Assaye platoon. 

Meanwhi le our own involvement here remains 
minor, and it will be good to see more Gordons 
on the training staff. Cpl Bream has just arrived to 
join the QMSis cadre, and Sgt Grant has found 
himself with a squad w hi lst " idling" away four 
weeks between Warminster courses. It is nice to 
see Staff Sergeant Flynn back in the country again. 
He is at the moment wearing out his k ilt in the 
recruits ' forming up office. 

Coroorals Mitchell and Stewart are seen chas
ing rec'ruits, and we are glad to see Cpl Sutherland 
back out of hospital. Sgt Shand held a record for 
a short time with his squad of 72, and Pte Spence 
is usually smiling from, in or under some vehicle, 
out was most serious last week when promoted to 
the dizzy heights of Command ing Officer's driver 
for a day! 

LCpl " Go lden Lion" Gray is still in one piece 
and jumping from 10,000. Lt Stenhouse is at 
20,000 and still climbing. 
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Pakchon Plaloon. 

Pie Dey winning Squad Lead er and Best Recruit. 

Loos Platoon-Burnett, Fraser, Fraser. 

Arnhem Platoon. 
Back row:- Manders , Chapman, Milne. Front Row:- Cpl 

Sutherland, Cpl Stewart . 
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lucknow Platoon-Jalfray, McBride, Harper. 

lucknow Platoon. Best Recruit- Pte McBride. 

Winning Section:- Cpl Paterson , R. S . Squad leade r of 
Winning Section: Pte Chapman, Gordons. 
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SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (BRIDGE OF DON) 
The Bridge of Don has now completed a year 

as a Junior Soldiers' Depot, and I think that every
body is breathing a sigh of relief that it has gone 
so smoothly and without too many hitc hes. 

Most of the people who were working here at 
the beginning of the year have left, going either 
to Glencorse or returning to their Regiments, and 
so there have been plenty of " new brooms" sweep
ing the camp. 

Lt Stenhouse has gone down to Glencorse to 
continue preaching the good word to the adults. 
Captain Cumming, after a long 'circular' stay, has 
returned to the Battalion. Sgt Riach 's billiard cue 
is very much missed and has also returned to the 
Battalion. Cpl Bob Low is very much missed at the 
Donview and we hope that he has found a suitable 
stand in. At the end of this term CSM Collinson 
leaves Band Company and returns to Fort George 
to welcome home all the medal c lad, sunburnt 
warriors .. Al~ng with the permanent staff we hope 
that the JUniors who have left here are finding their 
feet in the Battalion. 

The new brooms came mostly from the Battalion 
and we have managed in infi ltrate into quite a lot 
of the different departments. 

We congratulate Captain White on forming a 
n~w company and also a "mini platoon" with the 
b1rth of a daughter; but we must remind him that 
his office is near the Dee not actually on it!! 

2Lt Chant-Sempill is training a platoon with the 
master mind of Cpl 'Tosh' Mcintosh assisting him. 
Cpl Dryburgh is assisting the QM in feeding all and 

sundry. LCpl 'Postie' McPherson is doing sterling 
work on behalf of the CPO and must average about 
fifteen miles a day delivering the fan mail to all 
the stars and their families. 

Cpls Jaffray, Dent and Smith are kept busy by 
their own respective squads, and even busier by 
Sgt Muckle in the Adventure Training Department, 
who delights in making the juniors and permanent 
staff clamber around the rock faces of Scotland 
including the Old Man of Hoy. ' 

The Bruce clan is well spread about, with Cpl 
'Bullets' Bruce dealing with the ammunition and 
sports store, but being so far apart is more often 
than not impossible to find. Cpl G. Bruce 32 has 
been relieved in the Officer' Mess by Cpl Suther
land, and is now shunting between the MT and 
Provost Staff. Cpl I. Bruce 37 has changed his 
name due to the annu<::! BE Test and is now known 
as " Uvefailed" amongst his counterparts in the Cpls 
Mess and still manages to perform superbly in all 
the Depot sports. 

Our two representatives in the Drums and 
Pipes and Military Band, Cpls Ross and Greenlaw, 
have been told that there is no room at the inn so 
they ar~ moving down to Dreghorn, but will be 
commutmg back to the depot on certain musical 
occasions. 

Our Administrative stalwart WOI West continues 
to keep us on the straight and narrow from the 
Orderly Room. 

We look forward to seei ng our absent fr iends 
~eturn, that is if they get through immigration, and 
1f they are successful we would all be very glad to 
see them, their medals and Glengarries resplendant. 

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING TEAM 

Tiger Team 
LCpl Rettie 
LCpl Taylor 
Pte Ashe 
Pte Gibson 

Lt A. Heffren 
WOII W. Fraser 

Sphinx Team 
LCpl Ritchie 
LCpl Shade 
Pte Cooper 
Pte McKeown 
Pte Phillip 

Since our last notes the Recruiting team has 
changed over with the exception of LCpl Rettie 
who elected to remain to teach recruiting know
how to the 'new recruits.' We also doubled our 
strengt~ befor~ the Battalion departed for Cyprus 
and th1s was mdeed considered a sharp piece of 
'Recruiting ' on someone's part! 

The change over took place at Keith where a 
two-day 'Press Gang' course conducted by Major 
E. F. Gordon proved to be extremely valuable and 
allowed the old team the opportunity to pass over 
their trade secrets to the men. 

During the second day of the course we were 
guests of William Grant and Sons Ltd . Glenfiddich 
Distillery. We were further supported ' by Colonel 
D. H. W. Brown, MC on our arrival at the Distillery 
where the party was met by the Chairman, Mr. E. 
L. Roberts and his staff, who introduced us all to 
a grand drop of the golden l iquid. A sp lendid lunch 
washed down with liberal swigs of Glenfiddich 
followed and it was indeed a happy lot that later GUESS WHO? 
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REGIMENTAL RECRUITING TEAM RELAXES. 

Left to right:- Lcpl Rettie, Pte Davidson, Pte Cooper, Lcpl Ritchie, Lcpl Gray, Pte Shuff. 

toured the treasure house of whisky in the making. 
Saying, " Grand Stuff Glenfiddich" ('h ie' ) . 

The new team was soon active in the Regi
mental area and every nook and cranny visited to 
show the flag and prospect for recruits. A very 
hectic summer programme is under way to exploit 
the spate of shows and galas and team members 
are to be seen on the end of a rope assisting local 
tug o ' war teams and making up five-a-side football 
teams to help out where needed. Pte Gibson 
flashes around the arenas looking impressive and 
muttering " I'm going to win" as he tunes up for 
the Ballater Hill race in August. 

The team visited the Junior Leaders' Infantry 
Battal ion at Oswestry and the J unior Infantry 

Battalion at Shorncliffe in June and more recently 
carried out a goodwill show the flag tour of the 
Shetlands. Our one single d iversion from direct 
recruiting was in the nature of build ing a paddling 
pool for Keith Hall Church of Scotland Home for 
Handicapped Children and needless to say the 
children are overjoyed at having the use of a 
splash pool during the fine summer weather. 

Recruiting summary January-July, 1971 : 
Adults enlisted . . . 54 
Juniors enlisted . . . 17 

Total 71 
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WHO, WHERE, WHEN? 

1- w . .. 

(3 ) 

( 1) 

(4) 

(2) 

Answers on Page 47. (5) 
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D GORDON COMPANY 2/51ST HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 
OC: Major R. J. Aitken 
21C: Captain T. G. MacRae 
CSM: WOII C. Pratt i 
CSgt: CSgt N. Warden 

Since our last notes the TA has undergone 
some more changes. As you will see from our 
heading we are now part of the 2nd Bn 51st High
land Volunteers. We extend a warm welcome to G 
Coy who under the command of Major Roland 
Buchan are building up their numbers very quickly. 

D Coy has lost Keith platoon to the new HQ 
Coy of the 2nd Bn 51st Highland Volunteers. This 
still leaves the Coy with a strength of 132 and at 
least 6 recruits in the pipeline. Our next move in 
the recruiting field is to open up Laurenceki rk 
again. This was always a stronghold of the old 3rd 
Bn Gordons and if any of our old members in the 
Laurencekirk area are reading these notes and are 
interested in rejo ining the TA get in touch with 
Sgt Lou Cooper at Laurencekirk. 

Since our last notes there have been further 
changes in the company orbat. Major Bob Aitken 
said good bye to us after camp-Lt lan Hardy is 
moving to Ayrshire, Sgt Chr is Gibson has trans
ferred to G Coy. Best of luck to Chris on the new 
job training G Coy recruits. Th is is a job Chris is 
well qualified for and able to do. Postings-in wel
come to 2Lt A ndrew Nicol who is a forestry 
student at Aberdeen University. 

WOII Sharp is in the process of tak ing over 
from WOII Watt as our senior PSI. 

Camp this year was held in BAOR, 3rd-19th 
June. The first three days were at Sennelager. All 
regular Gordons will be very familiar with this 
tra ining area. We were firing on all the ranges and 
had a very interesting day on the Buren Grenade 
Golf Course, Night Stripping area, etc. The night 
patrols were very interesting even if most of us 
managed to set off the trip flares, etc. and get a 
l ittle bit lost. 

On Wednesday the 7th June we moved up to a 
tented camp at Soltau. The weather changed with 
us and we moved into this camp in the middle of a 
thunderstorm. Unfortunately we had rain every day 
for the remainder of camp but this did not dampen 
our spir its. 

After a fairly hard Company exercise the l iberty 
trips during the week-end were a welcome break. 
The tr ips into Hamburg seemed to be the most 
popu lar. It must be a very friendly city. On the 
Sunday we visited the remains of Belsen for a short 
while. It was amazing how qu iet and interested our 
younger members were about t his place, some of 
them had never heard of its existence before. 

The Coy exercise during the second week went 
very well apart from one or two minor casualties. 
Col Grant, our new CO, visited us in the field and 
managed to meet most of our lads. A word of 
congratulation to our Q side, CSgts Warden and 
Patti llo. The only time they really looked myst ified 
was when 18 ten-ton trucks turned up to uplift our 
stores. Th is mistake was quick ly rectified and 
things returned to normal. The trip home was by 
Hercules Aircraft from Hanover to Dyce. RAF 
Transport Command did a grand job and actually 
got us home early. 

The Company Shooting team is sti ll in good 
form, getting a total of eleven trophies at the 
Wapinschaw. Major Bob Aitken will be a sad miss 
in this field. Before he left us Major Bob presented 

the Company with a new shooting trophy. The 
details of how it will be competed for are still to 
be worked out. 

In clos ing the company has had a very 
successful year although there have been many 
c hanges. It is hoped that we are now entering a 
new era which w ill give us a bit more stabil ity and 
Jet the volunteer Gordon go on from strength to 
str ength. 

NOTES FROM MAJOR R. D. BUCHAN, 
3rd (T) BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

Honorary Col- Col G. W. Bruce. TD, DL. 
CO- Major N. V. R. Simpson, TD. 

Captain R. D. Buchan. 
Capta in D. A. Young, TD. 
WOII A. R. Burnett. 
SSgt J. Watson. 
Sgt J. W. Gallow. 
Sgt A. Dawson. 

News- The promised expansion of the Reserve 
Force was announced, 10,000 extra soldiers for the 
Army. We were sure that our patience wou ld at 
last be rewarded and the Regiment would again 
have a fully operational Terr itorial Battal ion. 

We were fairly confident that the re-organisation 
would be to our liking. Any General who had any 
contact with th is 3 Gordon element had been fully 
and forcibly briefed on the Reserve Army situation. 
We felt we had done our publ ic relations work 
well and the outcome would be favourable. 

wnen our ruture was announced we had rather 
a bit~er pi:J to swallow-3rd Bn The Gordon High
landers was to be d isbanded and an Infantry 
Company formed as the successor unit. It was 
strong ly hinted however, that this expansion was 
the in itial stage. If the new Company progressed 
well , we should share in any future expansion of 
the Reserves. 

Major Simpson in itiates a " think tank" to plan 
the campaign for the new Company. The probleiTI 
was to expand t he " Magnificent Seven" into a sub 
unit of 120. Whilst the planning was progressing 
it was announced that Sunray was to assume the 
appointment of 21C of the new Battalion named 
2nd Battal ion 51st Highland Volunteers. We were 
delighted at the appointment which in the " Cadres" 
view was well deserved. The 3rd were recognised 
as being one of the best led and organised " Cadre 
Bns" and had always taken their role seriously. 
Soon afterwards came the news that SSgt Jock 
Watson was to be promoted to be CSM of the new 
HQ Company of 2/51 Highland Volunteers. We were 
particularly pleased about th is appo intment as Jock 
had reverted to SSgt to remain in the Regiment 
when the 3rd was axed . 

The command structure for the new Company 
was to be: OC Capt R. D. Buchan, 21C Capt D. A. 
Young, TD, CSM A. R. Burnett , CSgt J . W. Gallow 
and PI Sgt A. Dawson. We knew that the new 
Company was to be a 3 Platoon Coy with no 
support weapon element. 

Aberdeen Univers ity Officer Training Unit was 
approached and we found no difficulty in gett ing 
many officer cand idates. We selected three to fi lii 
our vancancies. Using the press and bush telegraph 
we sent round the fiery c ross to let potential 
rec ru its know that we would be in bus iness on 
Apr il 1st, 1971. 

In the last days of the 3rd Bn we spent much of 
our time creating the Phoenix that would r ise from 
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the ashes. We had however one pleasant duty 
before the Bn disbanded. Members and their wives 
held a party in the Officers' Mess to present our 
OC, Major N. V. R. Simpson, with an engraved 
tankard to give in tangible form permanent recogni
tion of the esteem in which he was held by his 
unit. On receiving his tankard Major Simpson stated 
that the tankard would be his most treasured 
possession reminding him of a unit that was hard 
working and a treat to command. 

In closing this notes on the 3rd I wi ll turn back 
the pages of history to the 30th June, 1881 to the 
Epitaph of the 75th. 

Here lies the poor old 75th 
But under God's protection, 
They'll rise again in kilts and hose, 

A Glorious resurrection, 
For by the transformation power, 
Of Parliamentary laws, 
We go to bed the Seventy-fifth, 
And rise the Ninety-twas. 

Who said that history was blank. 

G COMPANY 
Coy Comd: Major R. D. Buchan. 
21C: Captain D. A . Young, TD. 
CSM : WOII A. R. Burnett. 
PSI: SSgt I. Robb. 
CQMS: SSgt J. W. Gallow. 
1 PI: 2Lt A. S. Kidd. 

Sgt A. Dawson. 
2 PI: 2Lt D. G. Elliot. 

Sgt C. R. Gibson. 
3 PI: OCdt P. Coats. 

On the 1st Apri l, 1971 we were in business. We 
were designated the successor unit to the 3rd (T) 
Bn The Gordon Highlanders. We have retained the 
Colours and Property of our parent unit and we 
will strive to maintain the good name of our terri
torial ancestors. Our motto mav well be "3rd 
Battalion nae deid yet." · 

We are what is called "An Uncommitted Com
pany" and have a slightly lesser ro le and training 
than D (Gordon) Company. Our company of 
establishment strength is 120 and is composed of 
5 officers, 1 WO, 1 CSgt, 3 Sgts and 38 Junior 
NCOs. The rest of the Company is composed of 
Ptes. Our establishment ratio of officers and NCOs 
to men is 40%, which is extremely high for a 
Reserve Infantry Unit. We have one PSI, SSgt Robb, 
who has settled in quickly and is doing his best to 

beg borrow and steal to get equipment, vehicles 
and training pamphlets for the Company. 

Recruiting has been proceeding reasonably 
well but not as quick as we would have wished. 
We have reached almost 50 in the Company at 
the time of writing (early August) and appear to 
be with in reach of our given target of 60 by 
October. 

Training of recruits is proceeding well. The 
recruits are keen and striving hard to become 
Infantrymen. The exercise of setting up a structure 
from practically scratch has been very interesting. 
At this stage we have encountered no major 
hitches and we appear to be bedding down quite 
well. We have already submitted our first list of 
recommendations for Junior NCOs and when they 
are promoted we will be able to delegate even 
further and ease the load on the senior members. 
We are already expansion bent and hope to open 
up a Platoon at Peterhead when a suitable Officer 
or Junior NCO can be found in the area. 

It is with great regret that we have to replace 
our Gordon Highlander cap badge. We have let our 
feelings on the subject be known in the appropriate 
channels and we hope that as a successor unit 
to the 3rd we may yet be able to wear the Regi
mental cap badge. 

We got the impression that 2/51st Bn is going 
to be a friendly unit and a mixture of Queen's Own 
Highlanders, Lovat Scouts and Gordons has the 
appearance of a vintage blend. 

CSgt Gallow was recently awarded the Lord 
Lieutenants Certi ficate at a G Company Parade at 
the Hardgate. Colour Gallow has 19 years service 
and elected to serve as a Sgt in the cadre from a 
WOII in the old 3rd Bn. During the cadres existence 
he did much yeoman service behind the scenes 
organising the orderly room. Much of the smooth 
transition from 3rd Gordons to G Company is due 
to his hard work. An award well deserved. We are 
now in the throes of preparing to go to camp at 
Cultybraggan in October. We are to be one of the 
recruit companies. You will hear more of the con
tinuing saga in the next Tiger and Sphinx. 

We extend our sincerest thanks to all who have 
helped in the recruiting and formation of the Com
pany and to our next door neighbours, D (Gordon) 
Company, who have provided great assistance to 
us. 

In the meantime our motto is: " 3rd (T) 
Battalion The Gordon Highlanders nae deid yet." 

ANSWERS TO WHO. WHERE, WHEN? 

1. No. 4 Lewis Gun Section, 2nd Gordons, Old 
rDean Gammon Camp, 1933. Recognised A. 
Pallant, H. Johnston. Others? 

2. London Scottish Squad, 1939/40. Who? Where? 

3. F Coy (4th Bn?) Montrose Camp, Ju ly, 1911 . 
Included in g.roup are:-
Back row: L/Gpl Cruickshank {later Lieut. Scot
tish Rifles, killed Dardanelles, 191 5); Pte 
Stewart; L/Cpl Allen (taken prisoner, Sept., 
1915); Pte Craig. 

Front Row: Pte Phillip, later RAMC in Dar
danelles; Pte Fraser, later Lieut Argylls; Pte 
Robertson, later commissioned REs; Pte. 
Morrison. 

4. 1st and 2nd Battalions Reunion Parade, Gib
raltar, 1935. 

5. Ex-Gordon Highlanders under Major J. Suther
land. Marching to Church , 25th June, 1937. 
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ARMY CADET FORCE 

SCOTTISH NORTH EASTERN BATTALION
ARMY CADET FORCE 

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS NOTES 

Readers(?) of these notes w ill, we hope, at 
once notice a change in title, no longer are we to 
be called the Scottish North Eastern Area w ith four 
cadet Battalions, and twenty-four platoons. Instead 
one of our desires has been achieved, and we are 
now a Battalion w ith four Companies and twenty
four platoons. Pity the poor Cadet trying to under
stand Army organisation and confronted with a 
Battal ion w ith no Companies. only Platoons; per
haps now life may be easier for him. 

GUARD-MOUNTING COMPETITION , BARRY BUDDON, 1971. 
The Winning Guard, No. 4 ( K incard ine) Company . 

The greatest news which was received in Janu
ary, 1971 , was the long awaited arrival of the Army 
Cadet Force Review Committee Report. This docu
ment proved to be an enormous vote of confidence 
in the ACF as expressed by the Ministry of Defence 
and has acted like a shot in the arm for those who 
work so hard to make the ACF a going concern. 
The most interesting fact that emerged was that the 
ACF supplied nearly eighteen per cent. of all Junior 
and Adult Soldier recruits. Further that they took 
on for much longer engagements and that 
the wastage was very much less when com
pared w ith those who had joined w ithout 
previous ACF service. As a result we are to have a 
new uniform, relegated to the dustbin w ill be Battle 
Dress to be replaced by a heavy wool jersey, green 
polyester/ cotton trousers and eventually a heavy 
duty anorak. Add to this greatly increased finances 
and it becomes apparent that the ACF has found its 
feet in the eyes of the powers t hat be, and having 
been weighed in the balance, they have not been 
found wanting. 

The year's training has been very successful , 
thanks greatly to the work put in by Captain Ken
neth Lumsden and his 22 Cadet Train ing Team. 
Adult Cadres have continued with great success 
and with much favourable comment, and we have 
had the occasional assistance of Lt Dick Lamb and 
82 AYT especially during two week-end courses run 
at Loch Morl ich which proved to be very popular. 

IT'S A KNOCK-OUT 
Char iot Racing - The 3rd (Banlfshire) Company team at 

the gallop ! 

T he arrival in our m idst of Companies from the 
1st Battalion proved of enormous value, and w ill , 
we are sure, gain the Regiment some htgh quality 
recru its. We were glad to be able to offer such 
poor hosp itality as we could , and for what little we 
could do we rece ived magnificent repayment - in 
the form of demonstrations, presentations and exer
cises. We hope t hat when the Battalion returns 
again to Fort George that some similar venture may 
be launched. 

Having been set a target f igure of 500 cadets by 
31 Ju ly 1971 , we were happy to be able to inform 
t he Scottish ACF Commandant that we reached this 
figure by the end of March, and that we have man
aged to keep up this figure ever since. This makes 
the North East the second largest ACF Battalion in 
Scotland. 

Finally, a word about Camp. We went this year 
to Barry Buddon where, with a total o f four Chap
lains hard at work, it simply did not dare to rain. 
The training programme was carr ied out without 

IT'S A KNOCK-OUT 
· :Pillow F ighting." 
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any alterations, everyone seemed happy ~ith the 
syllabus, and even those who shook their h_o~ry 
heads at the thought of 13-year-old cadets fmng 
blank, had to admit they were wrong. It should, I 
feel , be added that the dangers of blank were kept 
under the noses of the cadets all the lime and some 
there were who admitted having been frightened by 
the demonstration which underlined the dangers. 
The night exercise proved to be a very popular one, 
and despite the chilly dawn, the final attack went in 
with great verve if very little technical know-how. 
It's a Knock Out was a very well received innova
tion and the hundred or so parents who turned up 
to watch their offspring enjoyed an amusing if 
frightening afternoon. The most popular event 
being the chariot racing using t-ton trailers, and the 
pillow fighting on the end of planks jutting out over 
the water jump. However, all good things come to 
an end, and now we are back, sorting out accounts 
and getting ready for a well deserved soot of leave. 

May we end by sending to all Gordon High
landers, wherever they may be, our very best 
wishes. F.V.D.M. 

2nd (ABERDEENSHIRE) CADET COMPANY 

Coy HQ:-
Owing to the shortage of space allotted to us in 

the ·journal, these notes will comprise all the activi
ties of the eight detachments of the Company. 

Let us begin by welcoming to the Company a 
few new faces, Rev. R. Eaves, who is based at 
Peterhead, joined us in March from the Ayrshire 
coast and during Annual Camp has proved that he 
will fit in very well with our team of adults, Sl Smith 
from Turriff who served with 1st Gordons for three 
years during their tour of duty in Cyprus, and we 
also welcome back Sl J . Ritchie from Fraserburgh 
Detachment who had to leave us last year because 
of night classes. 

We must pay our respects to SMI Buchan from 
Fraserburgh Detachment who had to resign because 
of domestic problems, he gave the Area extremely 
good service during his years in the ACF and we in 
the Company have lost a first-class instructor. In his 
place though we were able to lassoo one of our 
ex-Cadets, A. Innes, now an adult and happily 
married. He has stepped into the breech in Fraser
burg h and is making a dashed good job of Detach
ment Commander. 

In the early part of the year we were vis ited by 
Detachments of 1st Gordons who had recently re
turned from BAOR. They paid various sorties to all 
the Pis in the Bn, giving instruction, showing films, 

and in one case we had Cadets out in a night 
exerc ise with them, which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
They seemed to fancy the compo ration. 

During the training year which has just termi
nated we must put on record that in all the Cadres 
held since last July, our Company had a perfect 
attendance in both Adult and Cadet Cadres. That' s 
enthusiasm for you. 

In April we took first place in the Area Best 
Cadet Competition, namely RSM Masson from 
Bucksburn Detachment. On the following month a 
team representing the Battalion was chosen to take 
part in the Highland Area Cadet Competition, four of 
the team came from our Company. They did not 
win it, but they put up a first-class show and but for 
one slight error, would have gained second place. 
in the Wapinschaw held in May, Fraserburgh De
tachment won the Tawse Trophy, Bucksbu rn and 
I nverurie were second and third respectively, and 
RSM Masson had the highest individual score on 
the Cadet side. 

The annual examinations for Certificate "A" 
Parts 1 and 2 brought us 43 passes in Part 1 and 
eight in Part 2. For this achievement we were pre
sented with a new trophy at Annual Camp, namely 
the Colonel Gray Shield awarded to the Company 
with the highest number of passes in Certificate " A" 
auring the training year. 

On Saturday, the 22nd May, we once again held 
an adult party in which we invited ou r wives or lady 
friends. This was held in the New Inn Hotel. Ellon. 
The meal was first class and thoroughly enjoyed by 
everybody, one character even sampled all of the 
various sweets on the table, no names but he drives 
an A60. The tempo of the hired band was so out of 
this world that it took the dancers some consider
able time to get with it, but anyway we all enjoyed 
ou r night out. 

In the merrie month of June we lost another of 
ou r bachelors to the stranglehold of matrimony, 
Davie Reid. He journeyed all the way to Orkney to 
say " I do" and since his return he can't seem to 
concentrate. 

On the 1Oth July we travelled to Barry Budd on 
for the Annual Camp and this time we haa a record 
number of 71 cadets. The weather was absolutely 
glorious except for one wee shower and everybody 
left with a fairly decent tan . We didn't win the 
Guard Mounting Trophy but we put up a dashed 
good show with half the Guard being only 14 years 
of age, but we were beaten by a better team from 
the 4th Coy. 

By the time these notes go to press we will 
be once again undergoing training in our separate 
detachment huts and looking forward to a busy year. 
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THE CAPETOWN 

EDITORIAL 

It is often the case where various subsidiary 
groups of an organisation are called upon to pro
vide a record of the part they have played in rela
tion to the whole over a selected period in time, 
that such reports should tend towards tne distinct 
element of repetit ion. When this is so, by the 
integrated nature of Regimental activit ies it provides 
a strong indication of the combined effort being 
channelled to a common purpose. Therefore we 
make no excuses it tnis is true in the following 
notes. 

The month of April saw us celebrating our 86th 
Birthday with Dinners being held by both the Officers 
and Sergeants Messes, and the customary Chu rch 
Parade at St. Andrew's Church. These functions in 
our calendar are normally very pleasant affairs and 
this year did not prove to be the exception. 

Many are the requests that we receive these 
days from lands far and wide and persons many 
and varied for items of Regimental equipment for 
the purpose of adding to some collection or other. 
Whilst we appreciate the aims and enthusiasm of 
the persons or bodies concerned, things have now 

HIGHLANDERS 

reached the stage where we must perforce decline. 
Not because we want to, but because the demand 
within the un it through normal wear and tear, loss 
and damage, has fo rced us to a policy of conserva
t ion. These items, as everyone will real ise, are of 
a costly nature and in order to retain our traditional 
dress and of course the traditions attaching thereto 
it has become necessary to preserve our present 
stocks in every possible way. 

For those who do not know it, all Regimental 
dress is provided for out of Regimental funds and 
these must come from private pockets. The growth 
of the Reg iment in recent years has placed a 
tremendous stran on its coffers and it has now 
again become necessary to appeal for funds. A 
scheme has been launched which is directed at the 
many ex-members of the unit. lt is uur smcere 
hope that they will answer to the call. A mite or 
two from each or most would do more than satisfy 
our needs. 

What a sight it was, Republic Day, 31st May, 
1971 , all the Scottish Battalions of the S.A.D.F. 
represented by a composite Battalion to take part 
in the 10th Anniversary of the Republ ic. Each 
company a representative group from each Regi-

The Colour Party to the Combined Scottish Battalion - 31st May, 1971 . Left to Right :- Sgt C. Benn ingfield (Transvaal 
Scottish) , 2LI Ron Brown ( Pretoria Highlanders), 2LI Dorian Dent (Transvaal Scottish ). 2Lt David Plane (Cape Town 

Hi ghlanders) , 2LI Mike Weehand ( F irst C ity Regiment), Sgt C. Ter blanc he (Transvaal Scottish). 

Courtesy Cape Times Photography Studio. 
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ment: The First City, The Cape Town Highlanders, 
The Transvaal Scottish - all infantry units - The 
Pretoria Highlanders - an armoured regiment -
and The Witwatersrand Rifles - the only Lowland 
unit in the country. The first time ever that all 
these proud Regiments have gathered together at a 
single time and we sincerely pray that it will not be 
long before we group again - What a rollicking 
Brigade Group this would be! 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Our twenty-fifth Annual General Meeting oc· 

curred in the Cape Town Club on 22nd February. 
Most of the o ld stalwarts (and others) were re· 
elected to the Committee, two welcome newcomers 
being Messrs. Laing and Pigden. The older Com· 
mittee members would comfort them with the assur· 
ance that the the first twenty-five years are the 
worst, and that when you look back - but then we 
believe in looking forward; shall we say, to the next 
twenty-five years? 

Our guest speaker was Dr. Terry O' Donovan of 
the Groote Schuur Hospital heart transplant team, 
who gave us a most interesting talk, supported by 
sl ides, and showed us what makes us tick. 

Shortly after this meeting we learned that the 
Cape Town Club had closed up or c losed down, or 
anyway, had closed. We hasten to assure all con· 
cerned that our meetings on the premises had 
nothing to do with this unfortunate event! On the 
contrary, c lubs are closing because of lack of 
patronage. We regret the passing of the Cape Town 
Club, which for so many years has opened its 
hospitable doors to us. 

Our next quarterly meet ing was held in tne 
Metropole Hotel. Carl Briesch entertained us with a 
film of his hol iday in the Far East, which seems to 
get nearer every day ! The highl ight was our tour of 
the Japanese Expo 70. This film was much enjoyed, 
in fact some of us felt at times that we were having 
it both ways - seeing the sights without having to 
endure, say, the steamy heat of Java waterways. 

At our Annual General Meeting we were 
reminded of one of the functions of our Association 
when a scheme was launched to raise funds to help 
maintain the traditional dress of the Reg iment. The 
culpri ts are Capt. George Innes and Majo r Bartlett, 
and the object is to persuade, cajole or otherwise 
influence each member of our Association to part 
with the insignificant sum of One Rand monthly. 
No Governmment assistance is received towards the 
extra expense involved in maintaining the Regi· 
ment's Highland dress, so rally round. If you have 
not yet dipped you r hand in your sporran, send 
your bawbees to C.T.H. Equipment Fund, P.O. Box 
3014, Cape Town. Contributions may be sent 
monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or annually, and all 
contributions are acknowledged. So far the Fund 
stands at R211 . 

OFFICERS' MESS 
This half-year ranks unique for an event the likes 

of which no one in the Mess has ever Jived through, 
namely a function where officers of all the Highland 
Regiments in the country were represented. All the 
Highland Reg iments combined to form No. 5 Bat· 
talion of 71 Brigade Group during the Republ ic 
festival celebrations, and a contingent comprising 
one company from the Cape Town Highlanders 
took part, with the following officers attending:-

Major R. G. Forsyth, Commanding, 
Captain M. A. M. Chambers, 2JC, 
Lt M. L. Weinstein, Pl. Cdr., 
2Lt. I. Plane, Pl. Cdr., 
Cadet Officer P. Mestern, Pl. Cdr., 
2Lt. D. Plane, Ensign. 

The Highlanders formed B Company, whilst A 
Company and Battalion Headquarters were formed 
from the 1st City Regiment, to whom the C.T.H. 
were " married" dur ing the latter part of the war. 
Commandant " Tony" Chemaly, J.C.D. of the 1st 
City, a great fr iend of the Regiment, was com· 
mandant of the composite Battalion. C Company, 
made up of Witwatersrand Rifles, a Lowland unit 
who wear trews and at one time boasted affiliation 
to the Camerons, were resp lendent in the Douglas 
tartan. D Company consisted of the Transvaal 
Scottish, ones affiliated to the Black Watch, and E 
Company comprised the Pretoria Highlanders. A 
mighty fine combination if ever there was one!! 

The composite Battalion took part in a tattoo, as 
well as the March Past on Republic Day, bearing 
the Colours of all the Regiments concerned and 
were afterwards complimented by Colonel R. Peddle 
(21C of 71 Bde. Grou p) as "The smartest Battalion 
on parade to-day." High praise indeed, considering 
how well represented all branches of the Service 
were in the March Past! 

The earlier mentioned get-together of officers in 
our Mess was also a " historic" event in more ways 
than one, and an event that will be remembered by 
all who attended. 

The Stephan Room has proved a great success 
and officers now gather socially every Friday even· 
ing after 5 for a nogg in or two. This certainly is a 
much more cosy affair than the old set-up and has 
proved to be a good place to shake off the effects 
of the working week. 

Congratulations to Barry Ventris, now a fully 
fledged Major, on his promotion. 

A very fine formal mess evening took place dur· 
ing April to mark the 86th Birthday of the Regiment. 
A great pity that the Commanding Officer, Com· 
mandant Albertyn, J .C.D., was unable to attend 
due to the intervention of a course which he at· 
tended in Pretoria. 

Now that the festival celebrations are at an end 
we hope to return to normal and the next six 
months should see a number of mess events taking 
place at which Members, Honorary Members and 
thei r ladies will be able to get together. 

SERGEANTS MESS 
This has been a more eventful half-year than the 

last, both for the Sergeants' Mess and for the Cape 
Town Highlanders as a whole. We began by taking 
our usual part in the Street Lining for the Opening 
of the First Session of the Fifth Parliament of the 
Republic, In J anuary. Needless to say, our Pipes 
and Drums, under Pipe-Major Jimmie Munro, and 
the Mascot "Bydand" went down very well with the 
crowds. 

There was much " Fest ival" atmosphere, as the 
time drew near for our Volunteer Company to go 
lnto Camp at Wingfield, Cape Town, for twelve days. 
They were joined by a Company each of the " Trans· 
vaal Scottish," " First City," " Pretoria Highlanders," 
and "Witwatersrand Rifles" Regiments, to form a 
composite Highland Battal ion, for the celebration of 
the 1Oth Anniversary of the Republic of South Africa 
( R.S.A. 10 Festival) . 
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Our home town, Cape Town, could indeed be 
proud to see troops (9,000 in all) of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, as well as the Ladies of the newly 
founded Civil Defence College, and the massive 
Mechanised Column, parading on Republic Day 
(31st May) which was the culmination of the 
Republ ic Festival. 

During the R.S.A. 10 Camp, WOII " Bobby" de 
Reuck was presented with the " John Chard" Medal , 
at a special Parade, by the OC Western Province 
Command (Brigadier J. Fourie, SM). whose words 
on this occasion were memorable ones indeed. The 
John Chard Medal is awarded for long ( 12 years) 
and efficient Service in the Citizen Force ). The 
Sergeants Mess adds their hearty congratulations to 
those of the Brigadier, on a well earned award. 

We were fortunate in being able to have Mem
bers of the Messes of the four other Highland Units 
as our guests at a "We lcome to Cape Town" even
ing, in our newly completed Mess at " The Bastion." 
It was a unique occasion in the history of our Units; 
for never before, in peace or wartime, have the five 
Highland Units gathered together in this way. The 
occasion will long be remembered - if not the pre
cise details! (Ou r Party Committee is still trying to 
enumerate the broken glasses and other accoutre
ments left in the wake of this unforgettably happy 
evening). The party was ably assisted by the 
Massed Pipe Bands of the five Highland Regiments. 

Many a moist eye was seen as the various Regi
mental Marches, together with many old favou rites, 
were piped to the gathering of past and present 
Highlanders. 

Other events this year were a Cr icket Match, 
during which a team captained by Sgt Frank Norton 
taught the Officers Mess the finer points of the 
game, and the weddings respectively of Sgts Charlie 
Cockerill, Henry Hanekom, Vernon Hobbs and Barry 
Jacobson. The Mess extends congratulations, and 
the hope that we will all come to know the new 
ladies of the Mess, in the fullness of time. 

Exercise Alpha, a field bivouac held over a 
Friday night and Saturday in March, wil l be re
membered by some as a cold and sleepless night. 
With the coming of day, however, th is did change 
and the exercise proved to be most interesting and 
all who participated could only have benefited. 

Several changes are evident in the Mess: namely 
the promotion of SSgt Brian Gibbs to WOII and 
ROMS; the promotion of " Punchy" Downton to 
WOII and CSM of HQ Company; and the appoint
ment of Sgt Ray Killian as acting CSM of A Com
pany. To you all : the congratulations of the Mess. 
A hearty welcome also to Mike Hallet on his pro
motion to C.Q.M.S. The Mess wishes you a lona 
and happy stay. 

Though the Mess is stronger in numbers than 
ever before, we must also occasional ly record a 
decrease in strength. WOII Bob Warne is on ex
tended leave in the UK and WOII Alan Van Blerk 
has left us, with our best wishes for the future. 
Staff Sergeant " Pappy" Meeser has retired this 
year, after serving the Regiment faithfully for 37 
years!! He will be missed by all ranks of the Unit 
and the Band. Who does not remember being 
woken at every Camp by Pappy's bugle, and pos
sibly even a prod or two later on? We wish him 
the best of luck for the future. 

Our new Adjutant, Lt Marriner, is an ex-member 
of th is Mess, and we wish him luck, too; he will 
need it in his difficult j ob! 

Congratulations also to the Sergeants whose 
rank was made substantive; we hope you will all be 
with the Mess long enough to be awarded the " John 
Chard" Medal. 

PIPES AND DRUMS 
Band President-Major C. O'Brien. 
Band Officer-Major J. B. Ventris. 
Pipe Major-WOII J. A. Munro. 

The last time a message f rom the Cape Town 
Highlanders Pipes and Drums appeared in these 
pages, the hope was expressed that the year 1971 
would be a " guid yin". Looking back over the past 
six months, it has certainly been that, at least as 
far as this Band is concerned. 

The first big event of the year was the State 
Opening of Parliament - normally the highlight of 
the C.T.H. ceremonial calendar. The Opening went 
off wel l, with the crowds loving the Band, as usual 
(swank!) and youngsters petting the Regimental 
pony, " Bydand," nearly to dealth. 

The Opening of Parliament was barely over be
fore preparations began for a much bigger show 
altogether, namely the tenth Republican Anniversary 
Festival. It was to be a prestige occasion, with 
9,000 troops drawn from Regiments in all parts of 
the country, and detachments from all arms of the 
S.A. Defence Force, participating. Among these 
would be a Highland Battalion, complete with 
massed band, composed of detachments from 
South Africa's half-dozen Scottish Regiments. 

Preparations - and expectations - grew pro
gressively more intense as the departure date 
neared. Eventually the day came, and the C.T.H. 
Band's detachment, led by Pipe Major J. A. Munro, 
embussed at Regimental Headquarters for the jour
ney to Wingfield Camp on the outskirts of Cape 
Town, where a huge tent town had been set up. 

It was a sti rring and historic occasion. Nev~r 
befo1 e - as far as anyone knew - had South 
Africa's Scottish Regiments all gathered together in 
one un it, although there had been smaller co
operative efforts in the past, as when the C.T.H. 
and the First City Reg iment were formed into a 
composite Battalion for the Italian Campaign of 
World War II. 

The first encounters among members of the 
massed band were rather guarded, since South 
A frican "Jocks" are no less jealous of their reputa
tions than thei r counterparts elsewhere, but as the 
band plunged into a hectic round of rehearsals and 
parades, literally at all hours of the dav and night, 
the sharp corners were soon rubbed off. It was not 
long before the average C.T.H. bandsman. be he 
piper or drummer, came to regard with equan imity 
the sight of a colleague wearing , say, the " Athol 
Murray" tartan of the Transvaal Scottish marching 
alongside him. 

Friendships were well advanced by the time of 
the first big parade, a spectacular searchlight tattoo 
featuring arms of the S.A. Defence Force, further 
fostered by a swinging party in the C.T.H. bandroom 
one evening. Fi rmly cemented by the time the band 
took part in its last parade, the climactic marc h 
past on May 31st ( during which, incidentally, the 
crowds were heard to applaud and shout: " More! 
More!") This leads one to the only possible con
clusion: that everybody loves a pipe band. 
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Then it was back to civvy street, with pipers 
and drummers packing away kilts and doublets and 
feather bonnets and returning to their jobs. But 
memories of that band of many colours will be a 
long time a-dying, and its likes will probably not be 
seen again for many years. 

A COMPANY 
At the beginning of 1971 , A Company lost its 

Commander, Lieutenant Bedford , who was trans
ferred to the Metropol is of Windhoek in South West 
Africa, or Namibia as the United Nations would 
have us call it. 

The year began with the customary parade of 
the unit at the Opening of Parliament, and as usual, 
crowds welcomed the sight of the Highlanders in 
traditional dress - a sharo distinction to the uni
form colouring of the rest· of the troops. 

During February, A Company was involved with 
B Company in a week-end bivouac in Cape East. 
Noteworthy, in an otherwise fairly routine exercise, 
was the desi re of all ranks to go out and patrol 
throughout the night, if only to keep the biting sea 
wind from freezing their marrow - all in the cause 
of duty, chaps!! 

A Company has for the rest of the t ime concen
trated on Administrative reoroanisation and are now 

at full strength - at least on paper. All Platoon 
Leaders and Sergeants will be going on courses 
during the year ranging from general courses to 
weapon training to those which result in promotion. 
We wish these members attending " Good Luck" 
and express the hope that all will return with first 
class results. 

B COMPANY 
i971 has thus far not been a particularly event

ful year for " B" Company to date. There has been 
" Exercise Alpha," a week-end bivouac held at Eerst 
River in March. B Company distinguished them
selves by thwarting an attempt by a band of guer
rillas to board a launch from an enemv submarine 
lying off the coast - ostensibly waiting to take them 
to freedom! 

Other than this exercise, the Company has par
ticipated in the Opening of Parliament parade as 
well as the Republic Festival where contingents 
from all the South Afr ican killed Regiments were 
present. Sergeant Major de Reuck, the C.S.M., had 
the honour of being the contingent Sergeant Major 
of the C.T.H. composite company who did duty at 
the Republic Festival , and was awarded the " John 
Chard" Medal for 12 years distinguished service in 
the Reg iment at a special parade called for the 
occasion. Cong ratulations, " Bobby" - here's to 
the next 12 years!! 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS' ASSOCIATION 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NOTES 

1. The Forty-First A.G.M. of the Regimental 
Association was held at RHO, Viewfield Road, Aber
deen, on 14th May, 1971, under the Chairmanship 
of Colonel G. W. Bruce, K.St.J ., T.D., D.L., J.P. 

The Chairman announced, with deep regret, the 
death of Colonel W. J. Graham, M.C., formerly 
Colonel of the Regiment, news of which had just 
been received. 

2. The following report and accounts were sub
mitted by the Honorary Secretary, Major G. Slater:-

Membership as 

Life Members 
"Paying Members" 

at 31st December, 1970:-

1969 1970 
3,118 3,169 

541 561 

Totals 3,659 3,730 

Note:- " Paying" Members are those who are 
contributing annually towards their life membership 
fee of £5 (Officers) or £2.10 (O.Rs.) 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS' BENEVOLENT 
FUNDS 

, During the year 1970, applications for financial 
assistance decreased, mainly due to continuing 
:9rants to previous deserving applicants from the 
Army Benevolent Fund , and other grants from our 
own resources, and from outside Trusts. The com
parative figures were:-

1969 1970 
{a) New charitable cases investigated 217 167 
{b) Grants given - 202 138 

In addition, many welfare cases not involving 
actual financial assistance were investigated and 
dealt with , such as accommodation, employment, 
pens_ions - both war disabled and civil , and rental 
quenes. 

We are grateful to other Regiments and Corps 
for sharing benevolence pro-rata to service, in res
pect of those ex-Gordon Highlanders who have 
dual service in our Regiment and in other Reg i
ments or Corps. In 1970, on this account alone, 
we received and disbursed £560 7s, compared 
with £344 18s 6d in 1969. 

We continue to receive great assistance, in local 
case investigations both in the U.K. and overseas, 
from the Social Organisations such as S.S.A.F.A., 
The Earl Haig Fund, The Royal British Legion, 
Forces Help Society and Lord Roberts Workshops, 
and War Pensioners' Welfare Officers. 

We wish to pay tribute to Mr. Harry Littlejohn, in 
his former capacities as Secretary of the Royal 
British Legion, Aberdeen, and the N.E. Far East 
P.O.Ws. Association, and welcome his successors 
in these offices. We thank Lt.-Col. A. W. Macdonald, 
M.C., T.D., J.P., of Buckie, for his help in Associa
tion work in the Banffshire {Coastal ) Area, and 
Major N. V. A. Simpson, T.D. , Rothes, for looking 
after our interests on the Western Marches of the 
Regimental Area. 
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3 RELIEF. - Relief from the various Regimental Funds amounted to £1,333 19s 5d, 
sub-allocated as follows:-

(a) Payments for Rates/ Rent/Fuel 
(b) Purchase of Clothing and Footwear 
(c) Purchase of Bedding/ Furnishings 

1969 
£433 9 6 

255 6 0 
652 3 5 

1970 
£587 11 6 
214 14 11 
531 13 0 

Total Regimental Benevolence 

In addition, disbursed:-

£1 ,340 18 11 £1,333 19 5 

( d) Received and Disbursed from other Regiments and 
Corps (see Para 2 above) 

1969 total of £344 18s 6d was included in Regimental 
Benevolence. 1970 figures now shown separately. 

(e) Army Benevolent Fund Grants:-
( f) 1969:- 17 Supplementary Grants 
(g) 1969:- 9 Major Rehabilitation Grants 
(h) 1969:- 1 Educational Grant 

(j) 1970:- 23 Supplementary Grants 

(j) 1970:- 23 Supplementary Grants 
(k) 1970:- 11 Major Rehabilitation Grants 

(I) 1970:- 34 Grants, totalling 

(m) Summary of Total Payments 

(£344 18 6) £560 7 0 

£662 0 0 
680 0 0 
150 0 0 

£1 ,492 0 0 

£1 ,017 10 0 
678 4 0 

£1 ,695 14 0 

£2,832 18 11 £3,590 0 5 

(1969) (1970) 

4. THE DAY'S PAY SCHEME. - Membership and income have increased, and the total 
entries are keeping pace with those discontinuing due to discharge, or by completing their 
Life Membership Association Fees. Comparative figures are:-

22 Officers 
353 O.Rs. 

375 totalling 

1969 1970 
£67 18 0 
633 10 2 

£701 8 2 

34 Officers 
357 O.Rs. 

391 totalling 

£67 17 0 
920 4 5 

£988 5 

Note:- The 1970 officers' figures include new participants whose Bankers' Orders become 
effective in February, 1971. Also, included in the officers' figures are 17, who in addition 
to their annual subscription, have joined the Deeds of Covenant Scheme, whereby the 
Association wi ll recover over £45 in tax, in addition to nett subscr iptions, in 1971. at no 
cost to the donors. 

5. BOER WAR VETERANS. - The Trustees of 
The Gordon Highlanders' Old Cottage Home Fund 
( Kintore), which administers the Boer War Veterans. 
made each survivor a payment of £35 in 1970. Two 
further veterans have been located, and the total o! 
known survivors is now six. We deeply regret to 
announce the death of Mr. G. R. Pickard, one of the 
original Aberdeen Volunteers who served in the 
Boer War and subsequently in the Great War, and 
in the Home Guard during 1939/45. 

Thistle Foundation, Whitefoord House, Edinburgh, 
Rosendael, Broughty Ferry, and local authority 
Homes; also to in-patients of the Princess Louise 
Scottish Hospital, Erskine, and to mental hospitals 
throughout the country. 

Through the kindness of the Army Benevolent 
Fund, who paid the fares, and Messrs. Pontin, Ltd .. 
who provided the accommodation gratis, one widow 
and her family were given a fortnight's holiday in a 
holiday camp in Blackpool. 

There are meantime seven ex-members of the 
Regiment, pensioners, who have been provided with 
TV sets, with licences paid, through the kind efforts 
of the "Not Forgotten" Association. 

6. WELFARE ( GENERAL) . - Annual gilts and 
Christmas Cards have been sent to all ex-members 
of the Regiment who are now residents of the 
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5th, 7th and 5/7th Bns., The Gordon Highlanders, 
Old Comrades Association 

Our Annual General Meeting took place in the 
Drill Hall , Hardgate, Aberdeen, at 7.30 p.m. on Wed
nesday, 28th April , 1971. As usual there was a poor 
turn out. However, this did not deter the loyal few 
who are regular attenders who got down to the 
business of electing a Committee to keep our 
organisation going. The Committee is the same as 
that published in the last edition of this journal, 
with the addition of P. Robertson, Assistant Sec
retary and A. Innes and Wm. Fraser as additional 
members of the Social Committee. 

The meeting agreed that the Annual Subscrip
tion be raised to 15p, also that the Life Membership 
be £1 .50 from 1st April, 1971. The suggestion that 
Reunions be held in Banchory, Stonehaven and 
Ellon was abandoned meantime as there was no 
representative from these places. 

As indicated in the previous issue of the " Tiger 
and Sphinx," our Dinner Dance and Social Evening 
was held in the Queen's Hotel, Aberdeen, on Satur
day, 8th May, 1971 . This is the most successful 
one we have organised so far. There were some 
220 members and their friends who came in to 
Aberdeen from a wide area. Peterhead, Turrill, 
Dyce and Bucksburn; Gourdon, Ki rriemuir, Perth, 
Sc one, Methil, Balmoral , Ballater, Glentanar, Kin
cardine O'Neil, Lumphanan, Glassel, Banchory, 
Culter, Cults and Aberdeen itself. We are indebted 
to Will iam Paterson, C. Douglas, P. Robertson for 
organising the Deeside bus load, E. Farquharson fo r 
Turriff, and Oscar Steele and Jim Rae for the Dyce, 
Bucksburn bus. The draw was an outstanding suc
cess. Most of the gifts were donated by members 
and guests attending, to whom the Committee ex
press their sincere thanks for their generous 
donations. 

We are still in touch with our Shetland Branch, 
and are very sorry to say thei r news is not so 
cheerful. 

Our Secretary received a message that Bertie 
Pearson was in Woodend Hospital, in Aberdeen. 
Arrangements were made for a few of his Old 
Comrades in the Carrier Platoon to visit him. There 
was not much the hospital could do for him so he 
was returned to the hospital in Shetland where he 
died on the morning of 12th June. Bertie will be 
greatly missed by a wide circ le of friends in Shet
land also the Old Comrades' Association where he 
was a regular attender and staunch supporter at all 
their meetings and functions. Mrs. Pearson wishes 
to thank all those who visited him while he was in 
hospital in Aberdeen. 

The Shetland Branch has also suffered another 
loss in the death of James W. Sim. He will not be 
very well known as he was a baker to trade. He 
served with the 7th Bn. in Orkney where he was a 
cook in " C" Company and was transfer~ed to the 
R.A.S.C. and returned to Shetland as a baker. He 
also will be missed as he was a staunch supporter 
of the branch. 

In this edition the Shetland Branch news strikes 
rather a sad note, however, it is our information the 
others are in their usual health. 

The name of Old Comrades for entry in our 
Binders are still coming in. We had five through 
the London Association and one from the Hawick 
Association. We have to thank the Secretaries for 
the hel p they have given us, also we might add that 
all particulars we receive are examined and there is 
always some Committee Member who can recognise 
the persons named. 

Our next function is our 24th Annual Reunion, 
to be held, as usual, in the Queen 's Hotel, Aber
deen, on Saturday, 4th December, 1971 . We would 
ask all Old Comrades to make a note of this as it is 
being held in the small hall which has a capacity 
of 100. 

On the 6th May, 1972, we hold our Dinner Dance 
and Social Even ing in the Queen's Hotel, Aberdeen. 

Final ly, we have booked the large hall in the 
Queen's Hotel, Aberdeen, for our 25th Annual 
(Silver Jubilee) Reunion. We hope Old Comrades 
will turn out for this function in large numbers. We 
can seat 350, so do reserve th is date and make a 
success of this celebration - 28th October, 1972. 

PERTH BRANCH NOTES 
Secretary-

J.M. 

Mr. J . W. Watson, 49 Kingswell Terrace, Perth. 
The strength of the Perth Branch is as follows: 

Ordinary Members (over 65 years of age) - 19 
Ordinary Members (under 65 years of age)- 8 
Honorary Members - 6 

During 1970 the Branch lost by death Messrs. 
T. Allan, R. P. Clunie, G. M. Nicoll , W. Smith and 
R. Strang. 4 Ordinary and 1 Honorary Member. The 
loss of these members has been a sad blow to the 
Branch. 

The residential area of all members is rather 
interesting:-Biairgowrie 4, Aberdeen 1, Auchter
arder 1, Grief! 3, Forfar 1, Glamis 1, Glencarse 1, 
lnvergowrie 1, Muthill 1, Norwich 1, Perth 17 
(includes 6 Honorary Members) , Scone 1. 

Branch Whist Drives are held on the second 
Tuesday of January, February, March, October, 
November and December each year. The usual 24 
hands are played and tea, cakes and sandwiches 
are served at the finish. The average attendance 
for 1970 was 35, but regrettably only a small per
centage of male members attend. We are greatly 
indebted to the Ladies Section on these occasions. 

The Annual Theatre Night took place on 10th 
January , 1970, when a party of members and 
friends went to Edinburgh to see " The World of 
Jamie" in the King 's Theatre. High tea was laid 
on at Crawford's Restaurant and all who attended 
had a most enjoyable afternoon and evening. 

The Annual Bus Tour was held on Sunday, 24th 
May, when a coach load of members and friends 
visited Burns country. It was an enjoyable outing, 
although perhaps a bit spoiled at the end by bad 
weather. 

The Annual Church Service was held on 28th 
June at Aberdalgie and Dupplin Church. There was 
a good turn-out on this occasion as th is event is 
enjoyed by all. It is regretted that this was the 
last Branch Service in this lovely old church, as 
the Branch Chaplain has now retired. 

Four members of the Branch attended the Regi
mental Reunion held in the Hardgate Drill Hall, 
Aberdeen, on 17th October. All spent a most 
enjoyable evening. The Branch was introduced to 
the Colonel of the Regiment who was very inter
ested in the activities of the Perth Branch. 

The Secretary and Mr. Jamieson attended the 
Dedication of the Garden of Remembrance in 
Perth when Mr. Jamieson laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Branch. 

On the whole, 1970 has been a good year for 
the Perth Branch, and it is only regretted that the 
strength is getting lower and the age of members 
increasing, with consequent natural casualties. 
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In conclusion, we must thank the Ladies Section 
for their valued support, both socially and financi
ally. " Bless them." 

" Aince a Gordon, aye a Gordon.'" 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS ASSOCIATION 
HAWICK BRANCH 

The Annual Dinner of this Branch was held in 
the Victoria Hotel , Hawick, on 3rd April, 1971, 
under the Chairmanship of Lieut Col A. T. Curie, 
DSO, OBE. 

The Toast of the Regiment was proposed by 
Lieut Col R. Lees, OBE, during the course of which 
he reminisced on the lighter side of life in the 
Second Battal ion as well as on the kind of life 
which they had been called upon to endure while 
in captivity in Malay during the Second World War 
while engaged on the work of bui lding the railway 
line, but which had had its compensation in the 
bonds of loyalty and service which had been 
established for all time. 

In the absence of the Rev. Stephen Goodbrand 
the Toast of Absent Comrades was proposed by 
the Chairman. 

A varied programme of entertainment was con
tributed by those very popular vocal ists, Mr. Bert 
Armstrong, Mr. Bobby Wallace and Mr. David Gibb, 
accompanied by Mr. John J. Welch at the piano. 
The skill of Mr. John Purves on the Pipes and of 
Mr. H. A. Aitchison in demonstrating how simple 
a matter the dismantl ing of a piano can be, met 
with the company's approval, whi le Dr. Andrew 
Simpson made it quite clear that his retirement to 

6 GOOD REASONS 
FOR CHOOSING 

DEE MOTEL 
1 . You can dine, wine and dance to 

Alex. Sutherland and his Band every 
week-end. 

2. There is a splendid selection of wines, 
spirits and beers. 

3. There are modern saloon and lounge 
bars. 

4 . Always excellent food and plenty of it. 

5. No parking problems. 

6 . All types of functions catered for. Ask for 
brochure. 

DEE MOTEL, BRIDGE OF DEE, 
ABERDEEN TEL. 38622 

the country had in no way diminished his ability 
as a story teller. 

The evening concluded with Mr. Alec Aitken 
proposing the Vote of Thanks. 

THE REGULAR FORCES EMPLOY,MENT 
ASSOCIATION 

(NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EMPLOYMENT OF 
REGULAR SAILORS, SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN) 

This Association is part of the Forces Resettle
ment Service and its object is to fi nd su itable 
employment for men and women when they leave 
the Services and in the years thereafter. It is 
registered as a charity and draws its income from 
public funds and from the Services Benevolent and 
Welfare Organisations. 

THE ASSOCIATION GIVES ALL ITS SERVICES 
FREE. 

Its services are avai lable to all who have not 
taken commissioned rank in the Regular Forces 
and who leave with character assessments of 
"good" or better after more than Jhree years ser
vice, or have been invalided from the Services 
before completing three years. 

Of the jobs found by the Associat ion, nearly 
4,000 were for men and women from the Army and 
20 were from your Regiment. 

The Association is at your service. The 
addresses and telephone numbers of its Branches 
can be obtained from Corps and Regimental 
Associations, from Post Offices and from Employ
ment Exchanges. 

We' II make it 
hot for you 
and then we'll air-condition it; sort 
out the plumbing, organise the 
drains and finally, light the whole 
thing up just as bright as bright. 
Offices, houses, hotels, factories, distil
leries, farms. We've got une(Jual led 
experience in all o f these, right from 
original design to complete all-in instal
lations. Get in touch with one of our 
7 offices throughout Scotland. 

® 
Ill Parkinson lid 
HEATING, SANITARY, AIR CONDITIONING 
& ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

53-67 WHITEHALL ROAD, ABERDEEN 
Tel. 54851 

Also at Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth , 
Fraserburgh, Elgin and Inverness. 



NEW FORD CARS-USED CARS. NEW FORD 
TRUCKS & VANS. USED TRUCKS & VANS. For 
the biggest and best cho:ce in the North and 
North East of Scotland it must 
be Cordiners. 

MACE 
WHOLESALERS 

for the 
NORTH-EAST of SC OTLAND 

A. R. GRAY 
LIMIT ED 

P.O. Box No. 33, BROADFOLD ROAD, 

BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN 
Telephone· 

40311 (5 lines) 

AB9 BBS 

Telegrams: 
''Gray, Aberdeen" 

HARBOU R ROAD. INVERNESS 
Tel. 35843. 
Main Depot- MENZI ES ROAD. 
ABERDEEN. Tel. 52206. 
STATION GARAGE, Rennie's 
Wynd, ABERDEEN. Tel. 24331 
Bridge Road, BANFF. Tel. 2673. 
High Street, BUCKlE. Tel. 2321 . 

Dry Cleaned Clothes

* look smarter 
* last longer 

when dry cleaned by-

CLAREMONT 
THE CLEANERS 

40 CLAREMONT STREET 
and 

450 UNION ST. ST. NICHOLAS ST. 
27 ROSEMOUNT VIADUCT 

122 KING STREET 343 GEORGE STREET 
197 ROSEMOUNT PLACE 

THE SQUARE, CULTS 
and our new 

DRIVE-lilt CLEANING CENTRE 
at 207 Union Grove 

Telephone 52255 

Also the 
CLAREMONT CLEANING SERVICE 

at 105 Victoria Road, Torry 
(Tel. 20532) 

for COIN-UP LAUNDRY, DRY 
CLEANING and LAUNDRY. 

Published by Northern Publishers (Aberdeenl Ltd . 11 Albyn Terrace Aberdeen , and Pr.nted :>v George Outram & Co. Ltd .• Aberdeen 
ADS. 



Consulting our Holt's Branch is l ike consulting 
a brother offi cer. They are your Regimental bankers. 

They have been A rmy Agents for over 1 60 
years. 

They know the Army from the inside. Their 
advice on overseas postings, mil itary insurance, 
taxation and pensions is un ique. 

Now, as a branch of Williams & Glyn's Bank, 
Holt's can back up their intimate know ledge of t he 
Army w ith the resources, the extra services, the 
investment know-how and the network of branches 
of a big national bank .. 

And they share Will iams & Glyn 's determina
t ion to build their service around the customer - to 
be what you want a bank to be. 

SliG 
HOLT'S BRANCH 

Kirkland House, Whitehall. London, S.W.1. Tel: 01 -9301 701 
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