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Geor;;·e Downie 
& Sons established la6o 

MILITARY AND 
CIVIL TAILORS 

62 and 64, Grey Street 
N en•<"astl e ·on· Tyne 

Tele phone : 21381 

• 
DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY TIES 

• 
Special Rates to Messes 
and Association Branches. 

• 
All Classes of Military Uniforms 

Supplied 

REMOVALS STORAGE 

ROAD REMOVAL SERVICE REGULAR 
LONDON • 

CARLISLE • 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 

EDINBURGH GLASGOW 
( Lar,e or Small Consi,nments Collected and Delivered) 
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Market Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

Phone: 28118/9 Newcastle[Tyne 

CARLISLE: 
8, Warwick Road, Carlisle. Phone : I 592 Car lisle 

LONDON: 
The Depositories, Chase Road, Southgate, N . 14 

Phone : Palmers Green 1167{8 

BY ASKING 
the Official Pay Agents to act also as 
your Bankers you will be making the 
be,t possible u'e of them. 

Me>'r>. Glvn, Mills & Co., at the 
invitation ol the Army Council, act a, Agents for the 
h~ue of Pay and Allowances to officers commissioned 
into 

THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY 

The Agents are also Private Bankers of long 
>tanding and their wide experience of senice matters 
b available to any member of the Forces wishing to 

open a banking account. 

For all tho>e who bank with them, the) oflcr 
the services of :::,pccialht dcpartmt=nts for ln~ur,lnce, 
Investments, Income Tax and Foreign l:xchange. All thc\e 
dct>artmcnb are togtother at Holt', Branch in Whiteha ll. 

GLYN, MILLS & CO. 
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To-day .... 
just as in the time of the Peninsular, Crimean and the two World Wars, 
Hawkes & Co. are at the service of Officers in almost every Regiment of the 
British Army. Correctness of style and detail is assured. Uniforms made to 
measure in a short time ; measurements are taken without obligation. 

Jloreover .... 
it is at Hawkes, famous also for civil Tailoring, that gentlemen may obtain all 
other dress requirements. In Hawkes's Department for Immediate Wear costs 
are kept down by modern methods of production, but the cut, workmanship 
and finish are of the faultless Sa vile Row standard. 

Lounge Suits, £18-18-0 to £29-10-6; Overcoats, £18-18-0 to £34-19-6 ; D.B. 
Dinner Jacket and Trousers, £25-8-4 and £29-!9-6; Sports Jackets, £7-7-0 
to £13-10-0. 

Ilawkes of Sa vile Row &t~~¥~hed 
Regimental Tailors to The Durham Light Infantry 

I SA VILE ROW, W.l REG~~~~I86) 68 High Street, Camberley cam~!'r~~~ 829) 

LAING & CO. 
Wine and Spirit Merchants 

Sole Proprietors of 

BEN EWE WHISKY 
• 

WHOLESALE BOTTLERS OF 

BASS 

WORTHINGTON 

GUINNESS 

• 

23, Fawcett Street, SUNDERLAND 

Telephone 4260 

Where you see this 
Sign-
you can be sure of 
the best Beer 

WESTOE BREWERIES LTD. 
SOUTH SlllELDS 
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Po~t1 IJtJ ~fNe
NsA lor 

Whatever the pleasure 
Player's complete it 

• ~Qr:S~~ &~andSO'm-c 

CREAM CRACKERS 
It's the tobacco that counts 

[NCC 827F] 

and JACOB'S Water Biscuits with the nutty flavour people like 
Recommended fo r use in Messes and Canteens 
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R.S.M. A. J. BRAND, M.V.O., M.B.E., 
gives his 7 point recommenda
tion for a parade ground polish. 

Known throughout the British Army as 
" The Voice," R.S.M. Brand, late of the 
Grenadier Guards and the R.M.A. Sandhurst, 
has used and recommended Kiwi for twenty
five years. Here is his 7 point method for 
getting a parade ground polish on a boot. 

I Get a tin of Kiwi Polish. 

2 Take the lid off the tin. 
3 R emove dust and dirt from the 

boot. 
4 Put a little Kiwi on the boot 

with a rag or brush. 
5 Damp a rag with water. 
6 Moisten the boot with the 

rag. 
7 Finish with a dry cloth and 

"You could shave in it." 

Deep-shine with 

KIWI 
It; puts hj'e Into leather> 

SUPPLEMENT No, I-PAGE TWO 

JUST ONE BRUSHING WITH 
Colgote Chlorophyll Toothpaste 
DESTROYS BAD BREATH 

Originating in the Mouth 

Here is the active power of 
Chlorophyll to destroy bad 
breath originating in the mouth. 
Colgate Chlorophyll Toothpaste in 
most cases acts quickly, acts 
thoroughly, and the purifying 
action lasts for hours ! 

Clinical Tests Prove Gum Troubles 
Reduced Twice as Fast! 

Actual clinical tests with 589 
children show that Chloro
phyll Toothpas~ can reduce 
common gum disorders twice 
as fast as ordinary tooth
paste ! Even severe cases of 
serious gum trouble were 
quickly improved. Here is 
the scientific proof that 
regular brushing with 
Colgate Chlorophyll Tooth
paste can help your children 
to sounder, healthier gums ! 

Make sure you get 
the Full Benefits of a 

Chlorophyll * Toothpaste ••• 
with this New, Exclusive 

Colgate Formula! 

Colgate experience and 
skill bring to you 
chlorophyll's full benefits 

in a safe, pleasant form. For 
real help against bad breath 
.. . common gum disorders ... 
tooth decay . . . use Colgate 
Chlorophyll Toothpaste after 
meals. 

RIDS MOUTH OF DECAY 
BACTERIA! 

Just one brushing with new 
Colgate Chlorophyll Tooth
paste cleans your mouth of a 
high percentage of bacteria : 
and remember, bacteria and 
acids are chief causes of tooth 
decay. 

Tested and Guaranteed by COLGATE 
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APPROPRIATE 
PRESENTS IN 
SILVER & ENAMEL 

Vanity cases, cigarette cases and 

boxes, and m any articles in 

everyday use, in Sterling Silver, 

with the badge of your particular 

unit mounted thereon, together 

with the regimen tal colours in 

enamel, make n'lost attractive 

and appropriate presen ts. 
As specialists in this work, we 

place our experience and service 

at your disposal. 
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Silver engine-turned and enamel 
Cigarette Case wi t h raised Badge £16.8. 6 

Silver engine-turned and enamel 
Vanity Case with raised Badge £12. 16.6 

GARRARD & CO. LTD. 
Crown jewellers 

formerly' 

THE GOLDSMITHS & SILVERSMITHS COMPANY LTD 
112 Regent Street, London, W. I 

NUMBER ' 112' IS OUR ONLY ADDRESS · TELEPHONE: REGENT 302 1 

·I 
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1111 . P EEK AND MR. FREAN ! 

j 
I 
' ~ When you're posred abroad, by 

air or ua, remember that there is 

a fine selection if Peek Frean's 

biscuirs at your desrinatioa. 

PEEK FREAN 

famous makers if famous biscuits 

SALTED 

PEANUTS 

CASHEWS 

ALMONDS 

MIXED NUTS 

SUPPLEMENT No. 2-PAGE TWO 

Availablt In tlb.and 802. 

hennttically s.ultd tt• 
and 4 OL and I qa. aW. 

tlJht padco 

You've never tasted anything 
quite so delicious as Sun-Pat 
salted peanuts-selected sun· 
drenched kernels toasted to a 
rich golden brown ... just the 
thing for a snack or an appetiser. 
You can buy them in tins or 
airtight packs ... and they come 
to you 'oven-fresh'. Your canteen 
is sure to stock them-ask 
for some TODAY. 

Ask in your N.A.A.F l.jor ... 

NESTLE'S 
There's the famous 

Nestle's Milk Chocolate in 
the red-and-gold wrapper, 

Nestle's Superfine Chocolate 
and Assorted Chocolates 

of excellent quality 
in various 

attractive packings 

and other 
Nestle's good things 

••••••. ~···;r?,'''''"()'""".'D"""":O'" "":O""" ':O'""XY'"""X~ 
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EDITORIAL 

One hundred and fifty years ago, General 
Sir John Moore was given command of the 
first Light Infantry Brigade, which at that 
time consisted of the 43rd and 52nd F oot and 
the 95th Rifles. This was a move of the 
greatest significance to the British Army for 
Sir John Moore's training, based on discip
line, was to train units so that the smallest 
_group could act with complete efficiency even 
when on detached duty. 

The Light Infantry soldier was equipped 
with a lighter rifle and lighter equipment and 
was taught to handle his arms smartly and to 
fire while advancing and retiring. This system 
of training produced the Light Division which 
under Wellington, in the Peninsular War was 
considered to have no equals, and founded a 
tradition which has been worthily upheld ever 
since. 

To commemorate the events of 1803, 
massed bands of the Light Infantry Brigade 
.sounded '' R etreat '' at Aldershot, Sand hurst 
and Sir J ohn Moore's Plain , Shorncl iffe. The 
Band of the 1st Battalion and Buglers of the 
2nd Battalion took part in these ceremonies. 

* * * 
Roll of Honour 

22600606 P te . Dennis Ernest Baker, pre
viously reported missing, was killed in action 
in Korea on 21st November, 1952. 

22184026 Pte. Edmund Cyril :'viorriss, pre
viously reported missing, was killed in action 
in Korea on 25th April, 1953. 

22634840 Pte. Joseph Naisbitt was killed in 
action in Korea on 27th April, 1953. 

22506534 L /Cpl. Brian Bedford was k illed 
in action in Korea on 2nd May, 1953. 

22490555 Pte. Wilfred Hall died as a result 
-of a battle accident sustained in Korea on 5th 
May, 1953. 

22651732 Pte. James Eggett died of wounds 
in Korea on the 30th }'lay, 1953. 

22798225 P te . Donald Hargreaves was 
killed in action in Korea on 30th May, 1953 . 

19040457 Cpl. Ralph Liddle was killed in 
action in Korea on 6th June, 1953. 

22631401 Pte. Samuel George Cotton was 
killed in action in Korea on 8th June, 1953. 

Y'lajor John Tresawna, D.S.O., was killed 
in action in Korea on l Oth June, 1953. 

2 / Lt. J. R. Grubb was killed in action in 
Korea on 16th June, 1953. 

22670910 Pte. Ronald Cottingham was 
killed in action in Korea on 23rd June, 1953. 

* * * 
Regimental Museum 

A ·22 pistol, a set of hand paintings on silk 
of the AHies and enemies in the 1914-18 War 
and a diary from Capt. P. Wood, D .S.O., 
late 5th Battalion . 

The medals of the late Capt. W. Waiton , 
presented by his daughter. Capt. Waiton was 
for many years the Sergeant-Major of the 1st 
Battalion. 

From the 1st Battalion: a Burp gun, 
Russian rifle, Communist banners and propa
ganda pamphlets, and winter clothing as 
issued to the troops in Korea. 

Unfortunately, during this period we have 
had to return the Spence collection to Stock
ton Corporation. This collection of medals 
and badges had been on loan to us since 1951, 
so long that we had begun to think it was our 
own. It has given much pleasure to the many 
who have visited the Museum and we hope, 
perhaps at a later date, we may be able to 
show the R egimental medals again. 

* * * 
Army Art Society 

There are probably many amateur artists 
serving in the Forces who have not heard of 
this Society. It is an entirely unofficial organ
isation and exists to encourage Art amongst 
past and present members of the three F ight
ing Services . For several years, very success
ful exhibitions have been held in London each 
autumn and these afford an opportunity for 
young artists-who often have the advantage 
of painting subjects overseas-to show their 
works and compare them with others. This 
adds a real interest and object to their hobby. 

The work of serving personnel, of all ranks, 
is particularly welcome and intending Ex
hibitors are invited to apply now for partic
ulars about the next (22nd) Exhibition. This 
will be held at the Imperial I nstitute, South 
Kensington , from 20th October to 7th 
November, 1953. Applications should be 
addressed to E. A. Callam, Esq. , Hon. Sec. , 
Army Art Society, 66, Apsley House, St. 
John's Wood, London, N.W.S. 
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Subscriptions 
A great many subscriptions fall due at this 

time of the year. Will readers please help to 
cut down our work and worries by prompt 
payment. It becomes increasingly difficult to 
budget for how much we can afford to spend 
on each number when so many subscriptions 
are outstanding. It is very easy to overlook 
these small annual payments so why not take 
out a Bankers Order. Forms can be obtained 
from The Editor, Brancepeth Castle, Brance
peth, Co. Durham. 

We acknowledge with thanks subscriptions 
in respect of the following : - W. C. Mason, 
D.C.M., M.M., J. J. Bradley, Lt.-Col. A. 
Howe, R. W. J ohnstone, Capt. P. Wood, 
D.S:O.,]. J. Curry, Miss A. C. Flagg, J. C. 
Davidson, Capt. F. W. C. Hutson, JVI.M., 
Mrs. Gibbens, Lt. -Col. P. J. J effreys, D.S.O., 
O.B.E., Major C. Sharp, M.C., Major 
C. M. L. McCoy, G. C. Wilkinson, Capt. 
R. N. Rowell, W. Hogbin, Capt. F . Turvey, 
]. Urquhart, Major F. Taylor, Mrs. H . H. S. 
Morant, Capt. R. G. Welsh, M.C., Doctor A. 
Noble, Major R. Mauchlen, M.C., Lt.-Col. 
W. S. Waterhouse, M.C., H. T. Ritson, Lt.
Col. R. C. Glanville, M.C., J. R. Bolland, 
Capt. T. Paul. 

* * * 
The Officers' Pensions Society 

The Officers' Pensions Society is an associa-

1B5 

tion of retired officers, widows, and the rela
tives of serving and retired officers. It was 
formed in 194() with the objects of procuring 
improvement in retired pay and pensions of 
officers and their dependants, and promoting 
the interests of its members. 

The Society is the only body comprising 
officer members of the three Armed Services, 
whose policy is controlled solely by its mem
bers. It is non-party, and the Members of its 
Council are unpaid. General The Lord 
Jeffreys is its President, and it has the active 
support of many distinguished officers of the 
three Services. 

The recent increases in officers widows' 
pensions, which had remained basically 
unaltered for over 100 years, and the aboli
tion of the widows' Means Test were achieved 
by the efforts of the Society, the support of 
other Service associations, and the representa
tions by :Members of Parliament. 

Officers have now realised the necessity of 
having an organisation to represent their in
terests in these matters, and the Society's 
membership of over 6, 700 is rapidly 
increasing. 

Full particulars and membership applica
tion forms can be obtained from-

The General Secretary, 
Officers' Pensions Society, Ltd., 

79, Petty France, 
Westminster, London, S.W.l. 

PERSONAL 
We offer our congratulations to Capt. E. B. 

Burini, 2 / Lt. B. D. Perrott, C.S.M. L. 
Beirne and Pte. A . Hall who have been 
mentioned in Dispatches for gallant and dis
tinguished service in Korea and to Capt. 
J. H. J acob who has been mentioned in Dis
patches for gallant and distinguished service 
in Malaya. 

R.S.M. R. Armstrong at present serving on 
the permanent staff of the 8th Battalion has 
been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. 

2 / Lt. J . M. Stockland has been commis
sioned to the Regiment from Eaton Hall and 
has been posted to the 1st Battalion. 

2 / Lts. M. Tinkler, W. Hill and A. M. L. 
Watson have been commissioned to the Regi
ment from the R.M.A., Sandhurst. After 
attending courses at Hythe and Warminster 
they will join the 2nd Battalion. 

Lt. W. J. Nott Bower at present serving in 
Korea with the 1st Battalion has been selected 

for the appointment of A.D .C. to the 
G.O.C., 3rd Infantry Division, M.E.L.F. 

We offer our congratulations to C JSgt. 
H odgson, T., and C JSgt. Pratt, J. , who 
have been awarded C. in C.'s cards for good 
service in Korea. 

Major ]. W. Kelly is now in the Queen 
Alexandra Hospital, Milbanke, London, and 
writes to say that he came home on the same 
boat as the Coronation Party from the 1st 
Battalion, who were the greatest help carry
ing him up and down to the 1st class lounge 
(good practise for the two Subalterns) . He is 
still paying visits to the operating theatre but 
hopes to be out and about very soon. 

2 J Lt. J. K. Kerr has been gran ted a Short 
Service Commission in the Regiment and has 
been posted to the 1st Battalion. 

2/Lt. P. C . Alexander from T.A.R.O. the 
Royal Sussex Regiment has been granted a 
Regular Commission in the Regiment and has 
been posted to the 2nd Battalion. 

N 
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Lt. S. F. Thorpe Tracey has been posted 
from the 2nd Battalion to the Depot to take 
over the appointment of Adjutant from Capt. 
V. J. Howells, who has been granted a 
Regular Commission in the Royal Army 
Service Corps. 

Capt. L. G. Anderson has been posted from 
the 8th Battalion to D.C.R.E. Hamburg for 
duty as Adm. Officer, Major Ryan has 
arrived from Tripoli to take over Quarter
master from him. 

2/ Lt. D. Roper Lowe has been commis
sioned to the Regiment from Eaton Hall and 
has been posted to the 1st Battalion. 

Lt. R. D. Gibbons having completed his 
course at the Military College of Science is 
returning to the 1st Battalion but will not be 
going until the end of the year as he is due for 
another course at the Signals Wing, School 
of Infantry. 

Lt. G. M. McConkey and 2 / Lt. D. Dunn 
have been posted from the 2nd Battalion to 
the 1st Battalion. 

2/ Lts. D. S. Peat and J. R. Grubb, com
missioned to the Regiment from Eaton Hall 
have been posted to the 1st Battalion. 

Lt.-Col. J. P. Montgomery, Oxford and 
Buckingham Light Infantry has been selected 
to command 17th Battalion The Parachute 
Regiment (9 D.L.I. ) T.A. in relief of Lt.-Col. 
R. B. Humphreys on completion of his tenure 
of command. 

Two sons of distinguished fa thers are at 
present serving at the Regimental Depot, 
L / Cpl. Brooks, son of ex-R.S.M. Brooks, 
M.lVI., who won the Military Medal on the 
Frontier in 1930 and was later R.S.M. of the 
2nd Battalion and P te . Bush, son of the late 
Capt. F. H. Bush, M.B.E. , who was killed 
in action at Cos in 1943, when Quartermaster 
of the 1st Battalion. 

Bandsman Parker now serving with the 
R.A.S.C. band at Aldershot writes to say that 
he was linesman at the last Army Cup Final. 
He also refereed the semi-final and has had 
charge of several Army matches th is season. 
He says the 2nd Battalion started him off in 
Barrackpore. 

Lt.-Col. Humphreys rode his horse " How 
do you do " at the Zetland Point to Point, 
unfortunately the horse dropped dead after 
completing the course. 

Sgt. Hanna was recently moved from the 
Cambridge H ospital to the Waringfield Mili-
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tary H ospital, Moira, C. Down, Northern 
Ireland. He is improving and hopes to be fit 
enough to travel to Durham in September. 

Lt.-Col. J. Johnstone has been in Germany 
recently with his wife who was competing in 
the German International Horse Show at 
Wiesbaden. 

Pte . Sillett was second in the " I " Corps 
Cross-Country run in Korea. 

Lt.-Col. P. H. M. May has been selected 
for command of the 1st Battalion. Col. May, 
who is at present commanding lOth Battalion 
The Parachute Regiment expects to join the 
1st Battalion in October. 

Major C. R . W. Norman who is a present 
second in command of the 1st Battalion, has 
been selected for command of the 6th Bat
talion, in relief of Lt.-Col. G. K. C. Lyster
Todd who completes his tenure of command 
in November. 

2/Lt. D. M. Constantine who was wounded 
in Korea whilst serving with the 1st Battalion 
has been discharged from the Service on 
account of his physical disability. 

The following were on parade at the 
Coronation of Her Majesty Queen E lizabeth 
II: -

1st Battalion.-Det. Comd. Capt. J. J. 
Percy, Queen's Colour-2 / Lt. J. G. Lightley, 
Regimental Colour-2 / Lt. M. H. Collinge, 
R.S.M. F. E dwards, Sgt. C. Bailey, Cpl. R. 
Brimer, L /Cpl. F. Wood, Pte. R. Young. 

2nd Battalion.-Det. Comd. Major A. de 
V. Gibson, Queen' s Colour-Lt. J. C. A. Yate, 
Regtl. Colour-2/Lt. T. M. Irvine, C.S.M. 
G. W. Dobson, C. {Sgt. J. Lambert, Sgt. H . 
Ackerman, Sgt. W. J ordan, Cpl. H. Gilfillan , 
P te . A. McEwan, P te. W. Teasdale. 

Regimental Depot.-R.S.M. W. R afferty, 
Cpl. G. D. H ovells , Cpl. J. Crawley, L / Cpl. 
D. W .. Lee, P te. A. Hulme. 

Lt.-Col. C. M. Townsend is home on leave 
pending further employment having com
pleted his tenure of command of the 6th 
King's African Rifles. 

An Army Order just published announces 
the disbandment of the 3rd and 4th Bat
talions. 

Major J. F. Ferguson receives a Knight
hood in Her Majesty's Coronation Honours 
list. We offer our congratulations on this well 
merited award. 
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Births 
LACE.-On May 23rd, at B .M.H. Wupper

tal , Germany , to Margaret (nee Moffat) wife 
of Major]. Lace, a daughter (Johanna) . 

RoME.- On J une 29th, at Woodhouse 
Lane, Bishop Auckland, to Clare, wife of 
Capt. P. L. Rome, M. C., a daughter. 

Obituaries 
FAWCETT .-We regret to announce the 

death of Capt. A. F awcett, who d ied at 
Wotton under Edge , on the 14th March, 1953, 
aged 83 years . The late Capt . F awcett served 
as a bandsman in the 1st Battalion and left 
the Battalion in Buttevant in 1896 to go to 
Kneller Hall. After becoming a Bandmaster, 
he was for many years State Bandmaster in 
British Guiana and brought a band over to 
play at the Wembley E xhibition . 

LETCHFIELD.- We regret to announce the 
death at his home in Newcastle upon Tyne, 
on the 9th May, 1953, of ex-O .R.Q.M.S . L. 
Letchfield, aged 61 years . Letchfield joined 
the Regiment in 1908, serving with the 2nd 
Battalion in Cork, Fermoy and Colchester. 
He went to France with the 2nd Battalion 
and then went to the Depot where he was 
Orderly R oom Quartermaster Sergeant until 
retiring to pension in 1934. He had the Spital 
Hotel for a t ime after retiring but of recent 
years he had been employed in the Recruiting 
Office in Newcastle. His cheerful , rotund 
figure was well known to the thousands who 
passed through the Depot in Fenham days . 
Although troubled by ill . health in recent 
years, he seldom failed to attend a Regimental 
function. He will be much missed by his 
countless friends in the Regiment and by his 
many good friends in the 5th Fusiliers to 
whom he never tired of explaining just how 
good The Durham Light Infantry was . 

We extend our deepest sympathy to his 
wife and children. 

HENDERSON.- We regret to announce the 
death of In-Pensioner R. Henderson, The 
Royal Hospital , Chelsea, who died on the 
l Oth May, 1953, aged 64 years . Henderson 
joined the Regiment in 1908 and after serving 
with the 2nJ Battalion until 1910, went out to 
India to the 1st Battalion. He remained with 
the 1st Battalion until they came horne in 
1919 and then left the service. 
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TRESAWNA.- J ohn T resawna was killed on 
J une l Oth in Korea , serving with the 1st Bat
tallion The Durham Light Infantry . He en
listed in the ranks at the beginning of the last 
war, soon getting a commission in the Duke of 
Cornwall's Light Infantry. He had a dis
tinguished war record, commanding a bat
talion in 1945 and gaining a D.S .O. and 
mention in despatches. H e transferred after 
the war to the Oxfordshire and Buckingham
shire Light Infantry. In 1951 he went on the 
expedition to Iceland, and no sooner had he 
returned than he volunteered to join the 1st 
Battalion The Durham Light Infantry in 
Korea. He arrived at Christmas, 1952, and 
took command of " C " Company which he 
was leading when k illed. 

This prosaic record conveys little of the 
man we have just lost and now mourn. 

J ohnnie died as he would have liked to die, 
out on patrol in the green valley with the men 
of his company, shooting it out at close range . 

He was not particularly bloodthirsty, nor 
did he hate greatly the tough brown China
men who oppose us. But he had a tremendous 
pride in his company, in his battalion , in the 
job on hand, in himself. We had all got to be 
better than anybody else; our trenches must 
be bet ter, we must be smarter, our patrols 
must be better, our food must be better, we 
must be tougher. To use his own expression 
we must be right on the ball , like J ohnnie 
himself always was. 

He was an excellent games player, being 
a fi rst class rugger player and an Army 
cricketer. And he was an excellent teacher 
and organizer of sport . Magnificent as he was 
as a Company Commander in the line he was 
as good a P resident of the Battalion Games 
Committee when in reserve. 

His was a most dynamic personality, full of 
enthusiasm, an enthusiasm so vital and catch
ing that it permeated his whole company. 

There have been no spectacular battles on 
this great hill, pt. 355, on the right of the 
Comrnonweath Division front , for the enemy 
has not attacked it since last November. It 
remains inviolate not so much through its 
trenches and wire and its steepness and the 
men and weapons defending it as through the 
constant and aggressive patrolling down its 
green slopes to the valley and foot hills 
between us and the enemy. This patrolling 
enables us to dominate no man's land; it 
prevents enemy reconnaissance and denies 
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him the opportunity to form up for attack. 
And it goes on nightly, interminably, skil
fully, bitterly and not inexpensively. 

On the night in question J ohnnie's com
pany had several big patrols forward and he, 
with two men and a wireless, was controlling 
them. Just before dawn he gave orders for the 
withdrawal; and as he was about to come in 
himself he was suddenly rushed by a more 
powerful body of the enemy. His little party 
fought it out ; the other nvo men were 
wounded, and J ohnnie was killed. The enemy 
drew off and we got the wounded and 
J ohnnie's body in. 
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In the half light the little forlorn party 
carried their burden up the steep slopes. Back 
in England they were starting the fi rst test 
match about which J ohnnie had been his 
usual explosively keen self a few hours before. 
The golden orioles were calling and a pair of 
kestrels flew hovering from tree to tree above 
the bier. It was a scene as old and as sad as 
time. Another light infantryman was being 
borne back to the ramparts. Just as the first 
and greatest of us.-another J ohn- J ohn 
Moore-had been carried nearly 150 years 
ago. J ohnnie had followed him-all the way, 
faithfully. 

LIGHT INFANTRY CLUB GOLF MEETING 

The Light Infantry Club Golf Meeting was 
held on the 15th and 16th May at Camberley 
Heath Golf Club. It is some years since the 
Regiment managed to raise a team, but this 
year, thanks to the persuasive efforts of Major 
Johnny Cousens, quite a form idable one was 
got together. It consisted of Lt.-Col. Bobby 
Simpson, Lt.-Col. J ohn Kirby, l\Iajor J ock 
Ferguson and :Major Fanning Evans . The 
visit of this team to the meeting was made 

day when the K.O.Y.L.I. inter-regimental 
Cup was played for. In addition to ourselves, 
the K.S.L.I. fie lded an " A " and " B " 
team, Som. L. I. and the Oxford and Bucks. 
L.I. also produced teams. The morning 
started cloudy and wet but cleared up later, 
so that everyone at least finished dry. The 
whole match is played on the Stapleford sys
tem of scoring, so that it matters little who 
each person goes round with. 

L eft to ~ight: ::O.IAJOR J. F. FERGUSON, LT. CoL. 
R. B. Y. SDIPSON, ::O.IAJ OR C. FA:-1:-IING EVANS, 
AND LT. CoL. R. F. KIRBY. 

easy and even more enjoyable by the wonder
ful hospitality of Major and Mrs. Cousens, 
who very kindly put up Simpson and his 
wife, Kirby and Fanning Evans in their elas
tic sided house. 

Friday the 15th was wet, but this did not 
deter Simpson from winning the sweepstake 
for the morning round and Kirby being 
runner up in the medal play competition in 
the afternoon. Saturday the 16th was the big 

At the end of the singles round in the morn
ing Simpson, Ferguson and Kirby all had 
good rounds, each scoring over 30 points with 
Fanning Evans not far behind with 27 points. 
Kirby winning the sweepstake. At the con
clusion of the morning's play, the D.L.I. 
were leading by 21 clear points. Simpson and 
Ferguson played together in the afternoon 
foursomes, Kirby and F anning E vans making 
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the second pa ir. A strong wind got up during 
the afternoon but it cannot have affected the 
play of the first pair much , as the second 
pair, who had been battling for points against 
the wind, discovered on their return to the 
club house that only one point was needed to 
win, as they had managed to collect 26, the 
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D.L.I. team ran out comfortable winners by 
25 points. 

T he thanks of the D.L. I. team are due to 
Lt.-Col. G. H . Cole, of the Light I nfantry 
Brigade H.Q. for running such an en joyable 
meeting and to the Cousens who looked after 
the team so well. 

THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY REGIMENTAL FUND 

Minutes of the annual meeting of the man
agement Committee of The Durham Light 
Infantry Regimental Fund, held at the offices 
of the Territorial Army and Air F orce Associ
ation, 53, Old Elvet, Durham, on 2nd April, 
1953. 

Present.- Col. Sir Thomas A. Bradford, 
D.S.O., D.C.L., D .L. , P residing (in the 
Chair) , Brigadier G. H. Walton, C.B. , 
C.B.E., T.D., D.L. , Lt.-Col. G. K . Stobart, 
Col. W . I. Watson , T .D. , D.L. , Lt. -Col. 
G. K. C. Lyster-Todd, Major C. Fanning 
Evans, Major J. Steel, R.S.M. W. Rafferty. 

Attending.-Lt.-Col. W . H . Lowe, O.B.E., 
Mr. E. Davis, JVI.B .E. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Brigadier F . W. Sanders, D .S .O. , Col. ] . ]. 
Turnbull , T .D. , D .L. , Col. ]. E. Stafford , 
T.D. , D .L., Lt.-Col. C . F . H utchinson, 
D.S.O. 

1. Opening.-Sir Thomas A. Bradford, 
D.S .O., D. C.L. , D.L. , opened the Meeting 
at 11 a .m. 

2. Minutes.-T he Minutes of the previous 
Meeting, held on 15th September , 1953, hav
ing been circuiated to Members were taken as 
a true record, approved and signed . 

Arising out of the Minutes 
(a) Completion of B adge on second Tablet . 

It was reported that the Badge on the 
Second Tablet had been cut and painted and 
it was requested that Members of the Com
mittee would endeavour to see this before the 
next meeting to consider : -

(i) Whether the word "FAITHFUL" should 
be cut on this Tablet. 

(ii) If so, should the word " FAITHFUL " 

be shaded Green on both tablets. 

(b) Key to Colours in Regimental Chapel. 
It was repor ted that the " Key " had now 

been completed and placed in the Chapel. 

(c) L etter to the Dean and Chapter . 
Col. G. K . Stobart stated that he had sent 

a draft letter to th e Colonel of the Regiment 
as called for in the Minutes of the last l\Ieet
ing. 

3. Presentation of Chairman's Annual 
Report for 1952 .- The Chairman's Annual 
Report for 1952 was presented and this was 
received and adopted. It was decided to pay 
a subscription of £75 to the Regular Forces 
Employment Association. It was reported 
that employment for 78 Members of the 
Regiment had been found during the year 
1952. 

4. Accounts for the year ended 31st Decem
ber, 1952.- The accounts were audited by 
Messrs. Chipchase Wood & Co., Chartered 
Accountants, and copies of the Income and 
Expenditure Account, together with the 
Balance Sheet and Auditor's Remarks have 
been forwarded to all members of the Com
mittee, the Controller Charity Commission , 
Hon. Colonels of Battalions, Officers Com
manding Battalions and the Officer Com
manding Regimental Depot, The Durham 
Light Infantry . The total amount expended 
during 1952, for grants and other expenses, 
including Cottage outgoings was £3,362 
Os . 10d . The excess of E xpenditure over In
come, excluding donations, was £1,207 2s.6d. 

A letter has been sent to the Trustees, The 
Army Benevolent F und , requesting a grant to 
meet, in whole or part, this expenditure in 
excess over income, and it is hoped that a 
grant will be received from the Trustees; as 
they pave very kindly done so for the past 
7 years. 

Any Other Business 

(a) Mayor of Durham's Korea Comforts 
Fund. 

The Committee expressed keen apprecia
tion for the excellent work done by the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Durham in connection with 

0 
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their Korea Comforts Fund, which is proving 
such a boon to all ranks of the 1st Battalion 
now serving in Korea. The Chairman 
promised to write a letter of appreciation to 
the Right Worshipful The Mayor of Durham 
in this connection. 

(b) Applications for Grants . 
The Secretary read out an Appeal from the 

Limbless Ex Service Men's Association and it 
was decided to send a donation of £25, in 
consideration of assistance given by that 
Association to seven members of the Regi
ment during 1952. 

A further appeal from the Embankment 
Fellowship Centre was not approved and the 
Secretary was instructed to write to this effect . 

(c) 4th Battalion Silver. 
A letter from O.C. 8th Battalion was read 

out by the Secretary to the effect that the 
Silver was no longer required by that Bat
talion . Lt.-Col. G. K. C. Lyster-Todd was 
given permission to view this Silver from 
which he would select items for use by the 
6th Battalion. 

O.C. 8th Battalion's letter was accepted 
and it was agreed that the Silver not required 
for re-issue would be returned to Store . 

Brigadier G. H. Walton, C.B., C.B.E., 
T .D., D .L., asked if it was feasible for the 
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Silver to be loaned to other T.A. Units in 
the County. It was decided that, subject to 
the United Services Trustees permission, the 
Silver would be offered on Joan to T.A. Units, 
preference being given to former T.A. Dur
ham Light Infantry Battalions, now con
verted to Royal Artillery. The Secretary was 
instructed to write to the United Services 
Trustee for permission to put into effect the 
above proposition. 

(d) I n-Pensioners, Royal Hospital. 

The Secretary reported having visited the 
Royal Hospital on two occasions since the 
last Annual R eport was circulated. In
Pensioners at present in the Royal Hospital 
are quite happy and there are five in number, 
viz., In-Pensioners H utchinson, Hagan, 
Ibbotson, and Barnard. In-Pensioner Hender
son is in H ospital at Leatherhead . All have 
been admitted as Life Members of the Regi
mental Association. 

(e) T he Memorial Garden, Book of 
Remembrance and Primosole Memorial . 

Final payments have been made on these 
Memorials and the several accounts have been 
closed . Monies remaining in these accounts 
have been transferred to the General Fund 
of the Regimental Fund, from which account 
future upkeep of the Memorials will be met. 

1 
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THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
The Durham Light Infantry Association, held 
at the Officers of the Territorial Army and Air 
Force Association, 53, Old Elvet, Durham 
City, on 2nd April, Hl53. 

Present.-Major C. Fanning Evans, Vice
President, in the Chair; R.S.!II . W. Rafferty, 
representing Depot D.L.I.; l\Iajor J. Steel, 
representing 8 D .L.I.; Lt.-Col. W. H. Lowe , 
O.B.E., representing Barnard Castle and 
London Branches; Mr. W. Bradley, represent
ing Bishop Auckland Branch;:\Ir. T. W.Park, 
representing Crook Branch; Mr. C. A. Cay
gill , :\Ir. H. Hullet, representing Darlington 
Branch; Mr. E. Davis, 1\I.B.E., representing 
Durham City Branch; l\Ir. W. Caisley, Mr. 
T. W. Bell, representing Gateshead and New
castle Branch; Mr. E. Tennent, representing 
Spennymoor Branch; Mr. W. Duncan, repre
senting Sunderlal)d Branch; Capt. H. Met
calfe, M.C., representing Stockton Branch. 

In Attendance.- Lt.-Col. W. H . Lowe, 
O.B.E., Mr. E . Davis, :\I.B.E. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Lt.-Col. G. K. C. Lyster-Todd. 
l. Opening. 

Major C. Fanning Evans opened the Meet
ing at 2.30 p.m . 

2. Minutes. 
It was proposed by Capt. H. Metcalfe and 

seconded by Mr. T. W . Bell that the l\Iinutes 
of the Annual General Meeting held on the 
9th April, 1952, having been circulated to 
Branches and a furlher copy placed before 
each Member present, be taken as read. This 
was carried and the Minutes signed . 
;3. Presentation of the Vice-President's 

Annual R eport for 1952. 
The Vice-President's Annual Report for 

1952 was presented and on the proposal of 
Mr. Duncan, seconded by l\Ir. Tennent this 
was received and adopted. 
4. Presentation of Income and Expenditure 

and Balance Sheet for 1952. 
The Secretary read out the Income and 

Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet for 
1052. It was proposed by R.S .M. Rafferty 
and seconded by Mr. Caygill that these be 
adopted . This was carried. 

5. Bank Balance. 
It was reported that the Cash Balance at 

the Bank on the 2nd April was £211 12s. lld. 

6. Constitution of Executive Committee for 
1953154. 

The Secretary read out Rule 8 of the Asso
ciation Rules and it was agreed that there 
would be no change in the Executive Com
mittee for 1953/ 54. 
7. Minutes of the Last Executive Committee 

Meeting. 
The Minutes of the last Executive Com

mittee Meeting held on the 22nd October, 
1952, having been circulated to Members 
and a copy placed before each Member 
present, were taken as a true record and 
approved. 

8. Other Business. 
(a) Annual R e-Union. 

Proposed by Mr. Tennent seconded by Mr. 
Duncan and carried, that the Annual Re
Union take place at Brancepeth on Sunday, 
13th September, 1953. 

(b) Seats and Standing Places at the 
Coronation. 

Only two applications had been received 
for the two seats allotted to Disabled persons 
and these were : -

1. Mr. Davison, Durham City Branch. 
2. l\Ir. Lawrence, Spennymoor Branch. 

These had unanimous assent. 
It was decided on the recommendation of 

all Branches that the two non-disabled per
sons seats at the Coronation be allotted to 
Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Lowe. Colonel Lowe 
thanked Branch delegates for this concession . 

London Branch were the only applicants 
for the two standing places, after lots had 
been drawn by the Vice-President the result 
was:-

1. Mr. W. Bolam. 
2. Mr. Aylen. 

(c ) Review in H yde Park. 
It was reported that 25 places had been 

allotted in connection with the Ex-Service 
Men's review in Hyde Park which would take 
place on the 5th June next . 

The following applications were accepted : 
Durham Branch, including the Secretary, 

Lt.-Col. W. H. Lowe, 3; London 
Branch, 12; Stockton Branch, 9. 

The Dress for this parade would be Lounge 
suits with medals worn on the left breast. 
Meeting place would be Green Park Station 
near the Escalators. The Secretary ~tated that 
all Branches had been notified of the above 
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and that timings would be sent to the 
Branches concerned when received from H.Q. 
Eastern Command. 
(d) Regimental History. 

It was reported that the Regimental 
History for 1039 I 45 would be on sale in the 
near future, the price being 12s. 6d . per 
copy. Branches were invited and urged to 
take a number of copies on a " Sale or 
Return " basis. The Secretary asked that 
Branches notify him as soon as possible of 
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the number of copies they were prepared to 
accept . 

(e) Cambridgeshire Donation Scheme. 
It was proposed by Mr. Duncan, seconded 

by Mr. Park and carried that Headquarters 
be again allotted the Cambridgeshire Race 
for a Donation Scheme. The Secretary under
took to make arrangements for a large drum 
for the Tickets so that the draw could be 
facilitated . 

BRANCH REPORTS 

Barnard Castle 
Since our last notes, we have continued to 

hold our fortnightly Whist Drives and 
Dances. In addition we have visited Bishop 
Auckland, Crook, and Stockton and have 
had return visits from Crook , Bishop Auck
land and Spennymoor. Recently, we received 
a letter from our Branch member R. C. 
Bowen, who has retired from the North West 
Mounted Police in Canada. He is in touch 
with several ex D.L.I. men in Canada and 
would like to know the whereabouts of T. 
Pendlebury. He enclosed a nice cheque for 
the local lads to have a drink with him on 
their nearest meeting to Coronation Day. 

BARNARD CASTLE BRANCH. 

We have had several letters from our lads 
in Korea, wishing the Association every 
success and thanking them for parcels re
ceived . Three more cups have been won by 
the branch , making a total of eight for the 
1052 I 53 season. We welcome C.S.M. 
Clapperton who has arrived as P .S. I. in relief 
of Jack Ward who has been with us for the 
last three years. 

Our ladies' Section has again done a grand 
job of work, contributing greatly to the 
success of our social evenings. In conclusion, 

we send our best wishes to all serving mem
bers and to all Branches of the Association 
and look forward to meeting them at the 
Re-Union in September. 

(Sgd) T. R uss, H on. Secretary . 

Bishop Auckland 
Since my last report Barnard Castle Branch 

has visited us for the indoor games tie. We 
had the good fortune to win on that occasion 
but our success was short lived, as we were 
beaten at Barnard Castle in the return match. 
Our visit was most enjoyable and the enter
tainment and refreshments provided were ex
cellent. We did not get home until1 a.m., so 
you can tell that we had a good time. 

We recently lost our premises in Newgate 
Street and have been meeting at the T.A. 
Centre, thanks to the kindness of Lt.-Col. 
G. K. C. Lyster-Todd. However, we are 
happy to report that we have just bought a 
house and our new address is : -6, Belvedere 
Terrace. The house is opposite the Bishop 
Auckland football ground. 

(Sgd.) E. WEATHERELL, H on. Secretary. 

Crook 
Since the last issue of the ] ournal our 

fortnightly Socials have finished for the sea
son. We have had a successful season, both 
financially and socially. " D " Company and 
ourselves with the Ladies' Section have 
worked very well together. Our P.S.I., 
C.S.M. A. Whittingham has been of great 
assistance to the branch-this support is 
much appreciated. 

We visited Barnard Castle and Spennymoor 
Branches during the winter months and spent 
most enjoyable evenings. We have not been 
successful in entering the finals of the indoor 
spor ts competition but wish our Zone winners 
the best of luck. 
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As there is to be no Country Fair this year 
we now look forward to the Re-Union on the 
13th September. 

In conclusion Crook Branch sends best 
wishes to all Association Members and to all 
serving Members of the Regiment, wherever 
they may be. 

(Sgd.) F. jACKSON, H on. Secretary. 

Newcastle and Gateshead 
Since our last notes, we have held a Social 

evening, not very well attended but enjoyable 
nevertheless. We had a trip to South Shields 
Branch to play one leg of the indoor games 
competition. South Shields won 2-1. All the 
same we spent a most enjoyable evening; we 
hope to reverse this decision when we play 
the return match. We have to play Sunder
land twice and with luck may enter the final. 

Gateshead and Newcastle Branch Members 
send best wishes to all other Branches, look
ing for:vard to the Re-Union. Our special 
good Wishes go to the 1st Battalion in Korea, 
the 2nd Battalion in Germany and to all serv
ing Members of the Regiment, wherever they 
may be. 

(Sgd .) W. CAISLEY, Hon. Secretary. 

London 
The only activities of the Branch since the 

Annual General Meeting in J anuary last have 
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been monthly social evenings. These have 
been quite well attended and we have been 
very happy to meet many old friends who 
strayed from the fold but are finding their 
way back again . 

Amongst those who regularly attend are, 
Mr. W. Atkinson, Mr. and Mrs . F. McCann, 
Mr. T. Smith, Mr. W. Papworth, Capt . G. F. 
Bell, Capt. T. Marshall and of course our 
President, Major A. Pearson, M.C. 

W. e are looking . fonvard to The Royal 
Rev1ew of E x-Servicemen in July and are 
hoping to arrange a party after the Parade. 

In May we will be able to see the film of 
the 1950 " Laying Up of Colours " at Dur
ham Cathedral. This has created a lot of 
interest here and a "Full H ouse" is expected . 

The Annual Light Infantry Re-Union is 
being held again this year and will be on the 
31st October. We would like to see some 
Representatives from the North down here for 
this function- any chance? 

The Branch sends good wishes to all Dur
hams everywhere, in Korea, in Germany and 
in the County. 

(Sgd .) G. H. HAMILTON CROOK, 
H on. Secretary . 

Spennymoor 
Forewarned is forearmed. As stated in our 

last report we intend to win the indoor games 
tournament and have made a good start by 

Do J' ou Ren1entbm .. ? 
See Page 221 
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winning the Zone Title, and we look forward 
to the Finals at Brancepeth Camp. Already 
we sympathise with the other finalists. Be
ware Barnard Castle~ too long have you held 
the Fort, soon Spennymoor will replace you. 

During the last three months we have 
gained 10 new members, six being Members 
of the 6th Battalion. We have to thank Sgt. 
G. Robson· for capturing them. These are the 
chaps we require in the Association, young 
active Members who can be an asset, so 
P.S.I.s and R.S.M.s please give your support 
by encouraging your men to visit our Branch 
Rooms on Meeting nights . 

On a sad note I report the death of Mr. G. 
(Whacker) Robinson who served as a Ser
geant with the 6th Battalion for many years. 
He also served on our Branch Committee and 
his activities for the Association were well 
known. He is a great loss and will be missed 
by all Members. 

Best wishes to all serving and Association 
Members. 

(Sgd .) ToM MYERS, Han. Secretary. 

Annual Re-Union 
It is notified for information that the Annual 

Re-Union will take place at Brancepeth Castle 
and Camp on Sunday the 13th of September, 
commencing at 11 a.m. Any Member of the 
Association not living in a Branch area and 
wishing to attend should notify the Secretary 
at 13, Elvet Bridge, Durham, before the 1st 
September, 1953. Accommodation is re
stricted to 350-400 and 300 of these places will 
be taken up by Branch Members. 

BRANCHES OF THE D.L.I. ASSOCIATION 

BARNARD CASTLE 
Ron. Sec., Mr. T. Russ, 27, Baliol Street, 

Barnard Castle. 
Members meet at the T.A. Centre, Barnard 

Castle, first and third Wednesday, at 7.30 
p.m. 
BISHOP AUCKLAND 

Ron. Sec., Mr. E. Weatherell, Wallworth 
House, 19, Edward Street, Bishop Auckland. 

Members meet at 6, Belvedere Terrace, on 
the last Sunday of each month at 6.15 p.m. 
The rooms are open every evening. 
CROOK 

Ron. Sec., Mr. F. Jackson, 107, Southend 
Villas, Crook. 

Members meet at the Vane Armoury, T.A. 
Centre, Crook, on the first and third Mon
days in each month at 7.30 p.m. 
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DARLINGTON 

Ron. Sec., Mr. C. A. Caygill, 4, Leonard 
Street, Darlington. 

Members meet at the British Legion Club, 
Raby Street, every Friday evening at 7.30 
p.m. 

D URHAM 

Ron. Sec., Mr. R. Moore, Fowler's Cot
tage, Silver Street Lane, Durham City. 

iVIembers meet at the Garden H ouse Hotel, 
Durham, on the last Saturday of each month 
at 7 p.m. 

GATESHEAD AND NEWCASTLE 

Ron. Sec., Mr. W. Caisley, 378, Old 
Durham Road, Deckham, Gateshead. 

Members meet at the British Legion H.Q., 
High Street, Gateshead, every Friday even
ing at 7.30 p.m. 

LONDON 

Ron. Sec., Mr. G. Crook, 60, Kingsley 
Avenue, Hounslow, Middlesex. 

Members meet at 52, Davies Street, May
fair, as arranged . 

SOUTH SHIELDS 

Ron. Sec., Mr. J. H. T. Patterson, 86, 
Wilkinson Street, South Shields. 

Members meet at the T.A. Centre, North
field Gardens, opposite the Fountain Inn, on 
the first and third F ridays of each month, 
the remaining Fridays being reserved for 
social activities, as arranged. 

SPENNYMOOR 

Ron. Sec., Mr. T. Myers, D.C.M., 87, 
Oxclose Crescent, Spennymoor. 

Members meet on the last Friday of each 
month at the Drill Hall, Spennymoor, at 7.30 
p.m., extra meetings as arranged. 

STOCKTON 

Ron. Sec., Mr. P. Dawson, 5, Winston 
Street, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Members meet for branch meetings on the 
first Monday in each month, and for com
mittee meetings on the last Monday in each 
month at 7.30 p.m., at 25, Farrer Street, 
Stockton. 

SUNDERLAND 

Ron. Sec., Mr. H. Tullock, 21, Shaftoe 
Road, Springwell, Sun<;lerland. 

Members meet at 7 p.m. on the last Wed
nesday of each month. The new rooms are at 
Caxton House, High Street West, Sunderland. 



D.L.I. REGIM EN TAL JO U RNAL 

THE 
REGIMENTAL 
DEPOT 

E::·--· 
. 

175 

·-. 

.............. 
===="'c,.,.,,, ____ _. .. ~,-·.:· .. c ::~··,::,:: ;;): ......... .. .-:~ ·::--. .-.-.:::.~~ .. :::·;,.; .. ·.;:;:::;~.)~~/~Bf:ii. 

One is apt to think that very little goes on 
at the Depot, on the square one sees odd 
squads, the older ones smart and soldierly , 
the newcomers awkward and ungainly. The 
quiet and serenity of the Castle is occasionally 
broken by noises other than the shrill cries of 
peacocks. Desp ite this restful a ir, our activ
ities are many and varied though so often 
covered by that all embracing phrase ' ' The 
Daily Round." 

Early in March, the Brigade Colonel, Col. 
J. C. Preston, D.S.O., visited us, he saw 
the recruits at training and then lunched in 
the Mess. On the 11th March , Brigadier 
A. J. D. Turner, D.S .O., M.C., Commander 
151 Infantry Brigade, took the salute at the 
Passing Out parade . On this occasion, we 
invited the Mums and Dads to lunch before 
watching their offspring show their paces. 
During this period we were pleased to have 
Q.M.S.I. Farr, S.A.S .C., and the Brigade 
Bandmaster, Mr. Hall with us for a few days. 

Easter weekend brought a welcome break 
for most of the Staff and Recruits but some 
had to remain to run a week-end for the 5th 
Cadet Battalion. On the l Oth April , the 1st 
Battalion Coronation Party arrived, less their 
leader Capt. Percy, who was marooned in 
Singapore. He eventually arrived safely and 
with the advent of the 2nd Battalion party 
the Depot echoed to the sound of tin scab
bards, with much scurrying for No. 1 Dress 
and embellishments. It will all be alright on 
the Day (we hope) for a lot left here with a 
far scantier wardrobe than the average Wind
mill Girl. 

Coronation literature has been showered on 
us with such liberality that the great day will 
have passed long before we read the final 
instalment. 

On St. George's Day, the C. O. attended the 
Trooping of the Colour at Barnard Castle by 
our old friends the 5th Fusiliers and was duly 
impressed. 

At the last Passing Out parade, we were 
very pleased to have the Mayor of Durham, 
Councillor G. Mcintyre and Mrs . Mcintyre 
as our guests. The l\Iayor whose year of office 
is just ending wi ll be in our debt for a long 
time for h is efforts with the Korea Comfort 
Fund. 

C.S.M. Alborough and Sgt. Larsen of the 
Nelson, Marlborough and West Coast Regi
ment, who are in England with the New 
Zealand Coronation Contingent spent the 
Whitsun week-end with us. 

The Sergeants' Mess has invested in a Tele
vision set, they say it will encourage the 
members to come in and have the odd half 
pint. At the few T .V. sessions we have seen , 
viewers looked like delegates to a Deaf and 
Dumb convention where it was hardly per
missible to breathe let alone drink. Still , it 
has its advantages, the Adm. Officer now 
finds it necessary to check the Sergeants' 
Mess stock or confer with the R.S.i\1. when
ever the Australians play cricket. 

Lastly, to show that spring is really here, 
one of the i\Iuscovies has hatched 17 duck
lings . Their bright yellow breasts give an 
added touch of colour to the courtyard . 
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Training Company 
Our daily round keeps very much to the 

same routine. H owever, with the coming of 
Spring and an unusually fine one at that, our 
normally shrivelled and blue nosed recruits 
are blossoming forth . Their brilliantined hair, 
the immaculate crease of their Battle Dress 
coupled with the remarkable speed with 
which they depart from camp of an evening 
denotes the seasonable way their fancies are 
turning. 

The Company Staff has seen some changes . 
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who replaces Marsh , previously worked for 
the Quartermaster, a job which fits h im well 
for his new duties. Inside knowledge of the 
workings of that illustrious department are 
quite invaluable when battling over Pl9 . . . 
Oh well , you know what I mean. 

" Green Lanyard's " advice to young 
Medical Officers in the last number of the 
J ournal might well be studied by our own 
M.O. Like all doctors, the glint of battle is 
mighty in his eyes, when a recruit squad is 
led to the slaughter. Imagine his delight when 

"PASSING OUT PARADE "-THE DOUBLE PAST. 

2 / Lt. Williams is firmly in the saddle and is 
ever prepared to propound his theories on any 
subject either military or civil. We regret to 
say the " Pink Un " and especially the rac
ing page is often to be found secreted under 
the training programme on his mill board. 

C.S.M. Thornton has joined the company 
on his return from Korea where he has been 
serving with the King's Shropshire Light 
Infantry. After a somewhat prolonged period 
of farewells, C.Q.M.S. Marsh has at last left 
to join the 1st Battalion. We hope the sudden 
change of sea air and shipboard P.T. has no 
ill effect on his constitution. C.Q.M.S. Kent, 

it was discovered that some of the unfortun
ates just about to complete their training had 
not had their jabs recorded in their pay 
books. Did he take their word for it? Not a 
bit. The poor innocents again provided the 
doctor with his beloved dart practise. How
ever, we must not be too hard on him for, 
like our retiring Adjutant, he faces the terror 
of matrimony himself in July . 

Since the company opened just over a year 
ago, almost 1,000 recruits have passed 
through. For the first time, we have had to 
send two intakes of National Servicemen out
side the Regiment, to the Somerset Light 

p 
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Infantry in Malaya. We revert to normal with 
the next intake which is due to join the 2nd 
Battalion. 

On the 29th May the Mayor of Durham, 
Councillor G. :Mcintyre, was present at the 
Passing Out Parade. He presented the best 
recruit, Pte Henry and the best shot, Pte. 
Lloyd with their medals. Sgt. Blackboume 
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and his Salamanca Squad produced the 
highest standard and tournout yet seen in the 
drill competition. We congratulate Mr. Pea
cock and the 2nd Battalion Band on giving 
such a creditable performance during the 
parade. We believe they are the first of the 
newly formed bands to attempt a ceremonial 
parade. 

FORTY-TWO YEARS AGO 

This account of the Coronation of King 
George V in J une, 1911, may be of interest 
to some of your readers. The account is taken 
from relevant extracts of the diary of the 
Officer commanding the 2nd Battalion party. 

The 2nd Battalion was at the time stationed 
at Colchester. A representative party took 
part in the actual Coronation procession, 
whilst the whole Battalion came up to line 
the route for the Royal Progress through 
London. The photograph shows the 2nd 
Battalion lining the route. 

It is perhaps comforting to note that the 
hopes, fears and trials of a Regimental Officer 
for forty-two years ago differ very little from 
those of today. Perhaps when we read the 
account of the 1st and 2nd Battalion parties 
at this Coronation, they will differ very 
slightly. I doubt it will not be so strenuous. In 
these so-called enlightened days, I feel sure 
such mundane duties as tent pitching will all 
be completed before the arrival of the troops. 

G. J. M. 
Early on the 7th J une, I start for London 

with my Company made up to 100 strong. 
Grey Wilson and Swetenham are my sub
alterns and Clements the Quartermaster also 
comes with me. Our first duty is to pitch 
camp in Regent's Park for the forthcoming 
Coronation. We march from Liverpool Street 
station to Regent's Park, a hot and tiresome 
journey, the weather being oppressively hot. 
We go into camp with the 2nd West Yorks. 
Regiment. On arrival, I discover I am to be 
Commandant's Staff Officer, a billet for 
which I had not bargained as it gives me a 
great deal of extra work. 

We work continuously throughout the 
week, drawing stores and pitching camp. The 
men mess well in compensation for their hard 
work. They receive a fine free Coronation 
ration of groceries. We are caused consider
able annoyance particularly on Sunday by 
the crowd, which is very inquisitive and of a 
rough and drunken order. The children, of 

which there are swarms, are particularly try
ing to the soldiers. It is their delight to let 
down the tents already pitched. This is very 
exasperating and I am sure poor Clements 
must be losing some of his stores. 

Today, 15th J une, the camp is complete. 
This is good work-tents for over 10,000 put 
up in a week. The camp is visited by Field 
Marshal Lord Kitchener. As Commandant's 
Staff Officer, I accompany him and I have an 
opportunity of seeing this distinguished 
soldier. He certainly looks his part, a com-

THE R OYAL PROGRESS THROUGH LONDON, 

June, 23rd 1911- Passing through the Strand. 
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manding figure and his photographs do not 
exaggerate the impressiveness of his features. 

Early on the 21st June, units march into 
camp including the Battalion. Tfiere are 
detachments of about 25 to 50 of nearly every 
Regiment in the Army, including many 
Special Reserves. The 10,000 troops are 
grouped into four provisional brigades. 

June 22nd, the day of the Coronation. The 
Brigade parades at 05.20 hours and we get 
back into camp at 5.20 p.m. Exactly 12 
hours, during which time we were on our 
legs with no opportunity to sit down. We 
were stationed about the middle of St. 
James's Street. The weather, at one time 
threatening, eventually cleared. The Pro
cession passed us at about 2.20 p.m. The King 
had then been crowned and he was making 
the return journey. It was most impressive; a 
scene not to be forgotten·. It was hard to stand 
still and not join in with the cheering. Both 
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the King and Queen looked exceptionally 
well. 

The following day, June 23rd, we parade 
at 5.30 a .m. for the Royal Progress through 
the city. We line the Strand between St. 
Clements and the Law Courts. Today, the 
whole Battalion is on parade. Companies are 
in single rank on each side of the street. A 
fine bright day. Their Majesties pass by in an 
open carriage at 11.30 a.m. and I like the 
procession today much better than yesterday. 
The Colonial Premiers were there, each with 
a military contingent from their respective 
colonies. It was all very colourful. We return 
to camp again soon after one o'clock. Amidst 
pouring rain the Battalion returns to Col
chester this evening. I remain with my com
pany to assist clearing up the camp until the 
3rd J uly. I am relieved it is all over. Nearly 
four weeks camp life in a London Park is 
more than enough. However, the prospect of 
the Staff College examination on July 11th, 
rather spoils the return to normal routine. 
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1st BATTALION THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY 

Editorial 
It may be that when these notes are read 

Korea is once more a land of peace. Seldom 
in recent years have two such powerful forces 
faced one another in apparent stalemate with 
such a stored potential behind them. In the 
last three years the tempo of the fighting has 
ranged from the very fiercest to a deceptive 
calm, and now it seems, again, that the valley 
we patrol nightly might become the plot of 
some peasant farmer. It has been the scene 
of some brave and bloody actions in three 
years, and yet must ultimately yield a more 
peaceful crop than mines, wire and other 
instruments of death. 

There have been times in the fighting when 
the very sameness of the struggle has held 
little news value to the Press at home. And 
yet in that very sameness lies an increase in 
frightfulness which only months of studied 
fortification can bring to a position. It is 
possibie for one man on patrol to call the 
entire Divisional artillery onto one spot within 
a matter of seconds. Thus to the Infantryman 
on patrol, as to the Chinaman who waits and 
listens on the opposite hill, there can be no 
thought for anything but the task of the 
moment. The memories a man is likely to 
take into later life are of those absorbing 
hours calling for his complete attention. 

Thus, whether the Korean war, or peace, 
fills the front page or not, is immaterial. To 
the infantry in the line the daily round con
tinues-calling as in the past for an undivided 
effort . Thus the Battalion has its task. If and 
when peace comes, it will find the Battalion 
plying its trade, fighting just as hard as ever. 

Camp Casey 

When the Battalion was relieved in the 
line by the 9th U .S. Infantry Regiment, in 
company with other units of the brigade it 
went into a large reserve camp known as 
Camp Casey, which was to be our home for 
nine long weeks. At first sight it seemed an 
unlovely place- unpleasantly situated in a 
dust bowl at the convergence of all the pre
vailing winds in Korea- an enormous sprawl
ing shanty town; with row upon row of tents, 
with here and there a corrugated iron hut 
graced with the lagoon-like name of a 
" tropical shell. " The whole was surrounded 
with a ragged barbed wire fence reminiscent 
of the worst type of concentration camp. 
Dominating the camp was a very steep rocky 
hill, which later, in moments of supreme bore
dom, or imbued with the Everest spirit, one 
was to climb. It presented a fine view of 
Camp Casey. 
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Companies were settled in areas, with most 
men in squad tents- fourteen to a tent. The 
more permanent structures-the tin huts
were used as dining halls and cookhouses . 
One became a cinema- the Geordian Theatre, 
with two shows nightly- another the P.R.I. 's 
emporium, and others messes, offices and 
lecture halls. Altogether we managed to pro
duce the essential offices of a small town. 

CAMP CASEY. 

In the shambles of B E ch elon, 
At the camp beyond compare, 
One's feet m ight plough forever 
In this despond of despair . .. . 

Naturally there was much to be done to cloth
ing and equipment, since a long winter in the 
line had left both in the need of repair and 
maintenance . Thus our first week was spent 
in settling in, and looking to our administra
tion. There after a whirlwind of exercises and 
training schemes kep t us busy for a month at 
least. On a number of occasions we practised 
a middle-of-the-night move, spending the 
following day in pursuit of imaginary 
enemy, digging or weapon firing . There were 
a lot of minor training points which required 
putting right and these too were attended to . 

Such a long period at '' rest '' was 
obviously the signal for the Battalion to catch 
up on its leave, and no time was lost in send
ing parties off to Tokyo. The fact that soldiers 
on leave arc prepared to be parted from their 
money has not escaped the attention of the 
Japanese, who are quick to relieve them of it. 
However , few say other than that " it was 
worth it, " and think hopefully of the next 
time. To all, there was real pleasure to be 
discovered in the simple things of civilization 
-electric light switches, tablecloths and bath 
taps held a fund of fascination, while hot 
water and clean sheets sent one into raptures 
of delight. There was much besides-what-
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ever one's taste, J apan seemed to satisfy it. 
On 14 March the Battalion took part in a 

farewell parade for Brigadier T. ]. Daly, 
D.S.O., O.B.E., our erstwhile Brigade Com
mander, who was about to return to 
Australia. During the time we have been in 
Korea everyone in the Battalion had come to 
know and admire him, and we were most 
sorry to see him go. Althouglr there were four 
full battalions on parade the 68th insisted on 
performing Light Infantry drill throughou t, 
culminating in a double past by companies . 
Despite the muddiness of the ground the 
manoeuvre went very well, and was well 
commented on . Later, when Brigadier Tom 
was actually leaving, the Battalion turned out 
before breakfast to chair him over the bridge 
at the entrance to our camp, and sang him 
out to " He's a jolly good fellow." 

An interesting demonstration took place on 
two occasions, when the ROK army team 
staged a fire and movement practice. Regard
Jess of safety angles they courageously dashed 
up to supposed enemy bunkers and threw 
bombs inside while their own fire continued 
to play into them. It is always said that the 
'' Roks '' are quite fearless in the attack and 
prepared to accept heavier casualties than 
most; and one could believe it, having seen 
them in training . Later in March the Bat-

A PHEASANT SHOOT . 

The Guns (left to right) : Capt. J . J . Percy, Ma jor 
E . C. Ellis, :\Iajor R. S. Loveridge, C.O., ~Iaj or 
C. R. W . Norman, 2/ Lieut. ] . G . Pearce. 

The Beaters (left to right ) : Lumley, Beare, 
Mountford , J ohnson , Crabbe, L /C. H a ugh and 
Doran. 

talion received a draft of 94 Koreans who had 
completed their basic training, and were to 
be integrated throughout the Battalion, doing 
the same jobs as our own men. They wear 
British clothing, green berets and the Regi
mental Cap Badge, and are settling jn well. 
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Language, of course, is a problem, and it is 
unfortunate that their pay is so little, but they 
are keen and most anxious to do well. 

Shortly before our return to the line the 
Battalion held a successful rifle meeting. 
There are no proper ranges, and quite a lot of 
improvisation was necessary. Major A. T. 

FAREWELL PARADE 
FOR BRIGADIER T. J. DALY, D.S.O., O.B.E. 
The Battalion marching past in double time. 

Taylor was in charge of the meeting and 
arranged a well balanced programme. The 
gold medal went to a National Serviceman, 
Pte. Bowes, who outshot many more exper
ienced marksmen, and became the first 
National Serviceman to win the award . It was 
a very creditable performance and cause for 
real congratulation. In the falling plates com
petition the Battalion team was beaten by 
Brigade Headquarters, who ultimately lost to 
the 1st Battalion Royal Fusiliers in the final. 
However, the standard of shooting was quite 
good throughout, and due to a wealthy and 
generous P.R.I. the prizes were well distri
buted and worth while. 

As usual, the Battalion produced a good 
football team. We had great hopes of winning 
the Divisional championships, but lost in the 
semi-final to the Divisional Regiment R.E. 
on an off day . They, in turn, were beaten by 
our old rivals the 1st Battalion Black Watch 
in the final. 

During the time we were in Camp Casey 
many visitors came to the Battalion, includ
ing Lieutenant-General H. Wells, C.B.E., 
D.S.O., the new C.-in-C. B.C.F.K., the 
Right Reverend G. C. Heenan, R. C. Bishop 
of Leeds, and Miss Lizbeth Webb of the 
London stage. 
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Thus Camp Casey had its brighter side; 
however, when the news came that we were 
to go back into the line everyone felt real 
satisfaction, since we knew we should once 
more be doing a useful task. 

Hill 355 
Since its inception eighteen months ago the 

Commonwealth Division has been relieved in 
the line only once. During the rest of the time 
it has held continuously an important sector 
of the front guarding the approaches to Seoul. 
The key to this front is a very steep rocky 
hill, some thousand feet in height, which 
dominates the surrounding positions and the 
crossing of the Imjin River. H e who holds 
this Hill has the vital ground ; should the 
Division lose it, it is likely that much else 
would go besides. Such is the importance of 
Point 355, or Little Gibraltar as it has been 
called in the press. This was to be the Bat
talion's position when we returned to the line 
in early April. 

FoR HE's A J oLLY. GooD FELLOW. 
Brigadier T. J. Daly, D.S.O., O.B.E. was 
chaired aloft as he said " Goodbye " to the 

Battalion. 

It is perhaps unwise to give too clear a 
description of the features and routine of life 
on the hill, but some indication of the diffi
cuties may be had when one hears that every 
piece of ammunition, food and equipment 
used there is brought up with difficulty 
either by winch or on porters' backs. Every 
yard of trench-and there are some miles dug 
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- is chipped out through practically solid 
rock, often under enemy surveillance. E very 
minefield-and again there are many-re
quires the constant attention of the pioneers 
to prevent it falling into disrepair. When it 
rains the trenches become feet deep in mud 
and water; when the sun appears, the mud 
turns to dust and the wind lashes it into one's 
eyes, food and clothing. Sanitation for a 
thousand men for eighteen months raises a 
problem of another type; water too, another. 
And there are many more. Yet none is in
superable-every man on 355 is assured of 
three fresh meals a day, a comfortable bed , 
dry living quarters and a degree of comfort 
seldom known on active service. That this is 
possible is due largely of course to the static 
conditions in which we fight, but in no small 
measure to the determination of Commanders 
that we shall be able to maintain a high 
personal standard and thus be able to give a 
good account of ourselves whenever a battle 
develops. 

The first task facing the Battalion in its new 

THREE SMART l\lEN. 
O.R.Q.l\I.S. Daynes, C.S.M. Hawksworth and 
R.Q.M.S. Calvert about to go on leave to Tok yo. 

position was to reassert itself in the No Man's 
Land before our wire. During the absence of 
the Commonwealth Division the Chinese had 
been allowed to dominate much of the valley, 
with the result that they were able to carry 
out detailed reconnaissances of the wire and 
approaches to our posi tions, and were thus 
able to assimilate enough information to allow 
them to make an attack through the weakest 
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points. The task of regaining ascendancy fell 
on night patrol teams-the commanders of 
which were in many cases new to the job. 
Ambushes and reconnaissances were pushed 
nightly further out, until we were able to feel 
that it was we who watched the Chinese 
rather than the other way about. That this 

" 1 " CORPS CROSS COUNTRY RuN. 

Pte. Sillett (B Coy.) is presented with the 2nd 
Prize by Lt. Col. Snow (U .S. Army). 

was possible was due largely to the aggressive 
spirit shown by our patrols. On one occasion 
2/Lt. R. B. MacGregor-Oakford and Cpl. 
McKenna engaged and killed two enemy 
whom they surprised in their own communi
cation trenches. On another 2 / Lt. J. W. 
Parker and a patrol from "C " Company 
observed about 35 enemy attempting to cut 
them off as they returned from a patrol. They 
quickly engaged the enemy and claimed six 
as killed . Later a patrol commanded by 2/ Lt. 
P. H . Woodbridge went to assist them and 
claimed three more enemy killed. Their 
evidence was borne out the following night 
when another patrol commanded by 2/ Lt. 
D. A. Margetts found a wounded Chinaman 
and a dead one at the site. Both were brought 
in , to reveal very useful information. Such 
work is not carried out without loss, however; 
on one occasion Lt. E. W. L. Ratcliffe and 
an Australian companion failed to return and 
were posted as "Missing," and there have 
been other casualties. 

Thus our major contacts are by night; 
during the day, while many sleep, mortars, 
tanks and artillery seek out signs of enemy 
diggings and movement and pound them re
lentlessly. It is unwise for any Chinaman to 
show himself under these circumstances, and 
they have been forced to tunnel into the hill-
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TilE :\JAVOR ' S BISCUITS. 

Cpl. Broadhead and Ptes. Hunter, H art and 
Burton about to receive a present from the 

:\layor of Durham's Fund. 

sides to escape from our fire. Even there, they 
are not safe from air attack, which is of 
course an allied prerogative, there being no 
inclination on the part of the enemy to take 
to the sky. i\Iany of his mortars and guns 
continue to be active, but the weight of fire 
put down by the enemy bears no comparison 
with what he receives. 

Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants 
With such a rapidly changing Battalion it 

may perhaps be of interest for readers to have 
an indication of those officers and sergeants 
serving with the Battalion as at 8th May :-

Officers 
Lt .-Col. P. J. Jeffreys, D.S.O., O.B.E.; 

Majors C. R. W. Norman, O.B.E, R. G. 
Atkinson, i\I.C., ]. A. Tresawna, D.S.O., 
R. S. Loveridge, i\I.B.E ., M.C., E. C. Ellis, 
A. T. Taylor; R. E. G. Scott; Capts. P . M. 
deW. Greenwell, N. Hodgson, P. S . Hayes, 
G. Flannigan, l\I.B.E., :\I.M. (Q.M.), J. B. 
Tonkinson, E. B. Burini, P . F. Greenwell, 
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l\I.C., G. B. Griffiths, J. A. G. Arnot, H. C. 
Schmidt (S .A.A.C.), J. W. Lloyd , M.C., 
L. J. H. Arthur (R .A.M.C.); Rev. R. H. 
Pattinson (R.A.Ch.D); Lts . W. J. Nott
Bower, H . R. Owen, C. F. Bower, M.D. C. 
McBain ; 2 / Lts. H. E . Dynes, B. D. Perrott, 
D . A. Margetts, P. H. Woodbridge, P. E. D. 
de Labilliere, S. H. Hall,]. W. Parker, R. B. 
MacGregor-Oakford, G. L. Hill, ]. C. H. 
Cunningham,]. G. Pearce. 

W arrant 0 fficers 
W.O.Ils. L. Beirne (A. JR.S.M.), J. 

Robson, C. Daynes, R. Hawksworth, H. 
Gibbens, G. Calvert, T. Chadwick , M.M., F. 
Elliott, J . Fidock. 

Colour Sergeants 
C/Sgts. K. Dorward, 

Bulmer, T. Hodgson, 
Wilkinson. 
Sergeants 

E. Tunstell , R. 
G. Ryder, C. 

Sgts . C. F allows, A. Peacock, A. Martin, 
W . Molineiro, F. Evans,]. Kemp, J. Baker, 
]. Coxon, W . Hudson, M.l\I., R . J ones, G. 
Donnison, A. l\Iason, D. Ball, K. Phipps, J. 
Smith , E. Handford, J. McCabe, T. Clouston, 
R. BeHringer, R . Morris, T. Edwards, R. 
Green, C. Darwin, R. Kerrison, D. Williams, 
J . Tones, L. Wright, N. Temperley, R. 
Liddle, J. Costello, J. Mattinson . 

Officers, Warrant Officers and Sergeants 
serving elsewhere in the Theatre 

Officers 
l\Iajors G. B. Whitworth, G. E. P . Grant; 

Capts. R. S. Clarke, l\I.C., J . G. Burkmar, 
G. F . Cook; 2/Lts. T. M. Hennessey, A. G. 
Fells. 

Warrant Officers 
W.O.Ils. R. Hey, M.M. , R. Scott. 

Sergeants 
Sgts . R. Allport, ]. Howson, M.M. 

Medical Notes 
To be cast from the sheltered companion

ship and comfort of a London hospital into 
an infantry battalion is a salutary experience. 
Whether it is as much fun to be the battalion 
at the receiving end I don't know; but 
recognizing how easily I rise to a baited hook , 
and how apparently immune I am to the 
lessons of bitter experience, I think it is. I 
discovered The Durham Light Infantry more 
or Jess by chance, as they discovered me; they 
took it very well. 
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My predecessor, a charming but impetuous 
Irishman with the improbable name of 
O'Loote, left me a battalion that was partially 
immunized, very partially documented, but 
remarkably fit. That they remain fit is no 
small tribute to the iron constitution of the 
North Countryman; documentation continues. 

I hardly had time to learn the German for 
coffee , or the Russian for British, before the 
move from Berlin to Brancepeth . But I did 
learn that a bugle was more than a trumpet 
manque, and the Light Barque a far more 
pulse-stirring tune than the British Gren
adiers. I watched the Farewell Parade, shel
tering from the rain , with butterflies in my 
stomach . 

At Bellerby were fired the first shots in my 
campaign, which is still being fought out over 
the mud and slush of Korea, on the issue of 
Feet. The protagonists are the Platoon Com
manders, and myself; locked in a heavy 
struggle, the battle rolls to and fro. Against 
mockery, pride, self-will and sloth I stand by 
my banner of cleanliness and dry socks. As 
each National Service subaltern returns, to 
farm, desk or pulpit, I feel at least he will 
know how not to get frostbite . 

Medicine on the boat was dull. Diarrhoea 
and sunburn were the main problems, the 
latter the inevitable result of the English 
reaction to strong sunlight; either to take off 
everything, or to take off nothing and add 
sunglasses. Route marches at Aden, Singa
pore and Hong-Kong, in spite of prophecies 
of wholesale death from heat-stroke, did 
nothing but good. But I am a small-boat sea
man myself, and I was thoroughly glad to be 
ashore at Pusan and set up as a proper land
bound G.P. again. 

A country is good or bad according to the 
eye of the beholder. To me the neat green 
terraces of paddy, rising in tiers to the hills 
of a different green, and in the background 
blue, looked good. To others, the ascending 
and descending patterns of horizontal planes 
were dull, the hills unfriendly, and the 
country bad. After the train had dragged and 
jerked me over sixteen hours or so of egreg
ious Korean permanent way, with bones 
aching and ears ringing, I was a good deal 
less starry-eyed. But I still hold a brief for 
the place. 

During the ensuing months I have seen a 
lot and learnt a lot. It is undoubtedly a 
healthy country. As far as I can see, properly 
dressed there is no need ever to be cold in 
the winter except on patrol. No cold injuries 
have occurred. Casualties we have had, but 
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AN' So~!E TO THE INFORMOREE. 

Pte. Marsden o f the Regimental P olice outside 
Bn. Headquarters at Pt. 159. 

mercifully light. Two unforgettable sights 
stick in my memory: first on our first dinner 
night in reserve. The mess was a wood-and
thatch affair halfway up a hill: in the bowl 
below, on a crisp October night, lit by the 
sharp beams of two jeep headlights, the 
bugles blew a fanfare, followed by the l\Iess 
Call. Nothing could be seen in the dark but 
twelve statues, belts and gaiters shining 
white, and an occasional gleam from a bugle, 
with the Bugle Major in his red sash facing 
them. Nothing could be heard till the air was 
filled with the clear notes . At the end, the 
Bugle Major turned, saluted, and the lights 
went out. The scene returned to blackness and 
silence. 

The second is another night, which I call 
to myself " 1812." The battalion was com
ing out of the line. All day a cold slow drizzle 
had fallen and stopped, fallen and stopped; 
night fell about six, and with it the rain 
changed to snow and became continuous. 
About seven the moon rose, and the move out 
began. I watched from the reserve company 
the small files of men come over the top of 
the camouflage road and down the hill to the 
trucks. 

Q 
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There was a bitter wind and the snow 
swirled and settled on the shrouded figures, 
carrying their arms and bedding, slipping and 
stumbling on the steep surface. At the 
bottom, Jim Loveridge, a tall figure in a 
camouflage jacket, was about the coldest 
thing I have seen this winter. The barbed 
wire, the telephone lines, the bare branches of 
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the stunted trees were all heavy with dazzling 
snow. This was Nature, showing her beauti
ful teeth. 

Well, there you are. There doesn't seem to 
be much medicine in this article, but then nor 
there is out here . And there is a lot more to 
doctoring, after all, than giving medicine. 

STARLIGHT. 

DE BELLO KOREACO-ill 
Kubla Khan't 

Near Sami-ch'on did Colonel J 
An Able Echelon decree: 
Where AI£, the Sacred Taylor, lay 
'Mid ranks of R.E.M.E., Cooks and Pay 
And demijohns of tea. 
So half a mile of paddy field 
With tents and hutchies was conceal' d: 
There were azzaleers and annymoans, * 
And blossom'd many a desert rose; 
And dotted here and there were thrones 
Where Alf could sit and count his woes. 
A market garden he did make, 
For our bellies' wants to slake; 
And in this garden he did sow 
All those fruits that quickly grow. 
And there he work'd with might and main 
To spare his gooks no single pain 
To dig and plant and irrigate 
From early morn till very late. 
And when the Colonel came to see, 
And ask'd what he could have for tea, 
He puff' d and blew : " Leave that to me. 
" In four weeks' time, as thou shalt see 

" Water melons I'll produce, 
" Strawberries, too, and fine lettuce, 
" Tomatoes, cauliflowers and peas, 
'' Horse radishes and lemon cheese. 
" All these things will I give thee 
"When thou shalt come to tea with me." 
Alas, it never was to be. 
They were ordered to move by a dim G III. 

GREEN LANYARD. 

Note.-Let us freely admit that this bit of 
doggerel is based (very insecurely) on a poem 
called " Kubla Khan," written as the result 
of an opium dream by Coleridge. In the 
middle of writing it down he was disturbed by 
the Vicar calling and when the man had gone 
he found he had forgotten the rest of it, and 
so it was never finished . Although we were 
interrupted often while writing this contribu
tion-and by the Padre, toa-we can' t 
honestly say that it made any difference. We 
shall have to try drugs. 

• Korean pronunciation of azaleas and anemones. 

SIR JOHN MOORE'S LIGHT INFANTRY INSTRUCTIONS 
OF 1798-17991 

Edited by Major-General J. F. C. Fuller, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. 

(Reproduced by permission of the Society for Army Historical Research.) 

In the history of the British Army, Sir 
J ohn Moore's place is firstly that of a trainer 
of soldiers and, taken in the grand, his system 
may be examined under the two general head
ings of discipline and drill . Though the first 
was mainly his own , the second was almost 
entirely borrowed, and it is with the second 
that these hitherto unpublished instructions 
are concerned. 

When reading them, it should be borne in 
mind that 1\Ioore was not so much the paladin 
of British light infantry as the creator of our 

present day infantry-that is, a combination 
of light infantry and infantry of the line. 
This may be gauged from the opening para
graph of his 1798-1799 Instructions, and to 
arrive at how this idea matured in his mind, 
it is as well to go back into a little history. 

During the Seven Years War there was a 
marked revival of light troops both in 
America and Europe, but in the latter they 
were mainly of an irregular kind, such as the 
freischarren or " free hordes " of Moratz, 
Trenk, adasty, Frankini and other parties 
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and leaders. In spite of their proved value, on 
the conclusion of that war , these t roops were 
either disbanded or reduced, and in England 
light infantry fell into such decay that in 
1774, when the American colonists were 
threatening secession , seven light companies 
were formed in to a battalion at Salisbury, 
under General Howe, to revive light infantry 
training. 2 

Next came the American War of Inde
pendence, and without exaggeration it may 
be said that, on account of the lack of t raining 
on the part of the colonists and the broken , 
wooded and un-roaded country, it was largely 
a light infan try war . Again, no sooner had it 
ended than the light infantry idea was set 
aside and a return made to the rigid dr ill of 
F reder ick the Great. 

Thus things stood until 1792, in which year 
General Sir David Dundas, later Commander
in-Chief, published his " Rules and Regula
tions for the Formations, F ield E xercise and 
Movements of His Majesty's Forces." It com
prised 458 sma11 quarto pages, of which nine 
were devoted to a few simple light infantry 
movements. T his slight concession to the ex
tended order of fighting was, however , quite 
insufficient to meet the tactical changes of the 
times, for that same year saw the outbreak of 
the F rench Revolutionary Wars, which un
leashed a veritable hurricane of irregular 
fighters . 

I n 1792, Major-General J ohn Money, a 
veteran of the Seven Years and American 
wars, fought under General Dumouriez at 
Valmy and Jemappes, and in his history of 
the 1792 campaign he compared most unfav
ourably the ill-trained light infantry of the 
British Army with those of the F rench3 and 
in 1794, writing of the F rench skirmishers, 
the Duke of York's A.D.C. said : "No 
mobbed fox was ever more put to it to make 
h is escape than we were, being at t imes nearly 
surrounded." Be it remembered that many 
of the F rench leaders had been trained in the 
American wars. 

The first rumble of a change came in 1794. 
That year General Grey formed a light in
fantry school in the West Indies in order to 
restore " the perfection of light infantry 
attained during the American War," and hvo 
of his officers were Coote Manningham and 
William Stewart, later to become Colonel and 
Lieut. -Colonel of the E xperimental R ifle 
Corps at ~Hoore's Shomcliffe Camp. 

In 1796, Moore was posted as Brigadier-
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General at St. Lucia, and there he must have 
heard of Grey's school. Anyhow, on 2nd 
September we find him writing to Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, the Commander-in-Chief, on 
the question of what he called " a Roman , 
instead of modem exercise in discipline," by 
which I think we may conjecture he meant a 
more flexible drill and a more resolute be
haviour. In J uly, 1797, he returned to Eng
land , and on 2nd December was posted to a 
command in Ireland, then in a state of re
bellion . There he remained until J une, 1799. 

Meanwhile, Bonaparte's remarkable 1796-
1797 campaigns in Italy had re-awakened in 
E ngland an in terest in light infantry, 4 and the 
upshot was, that, in 1798, General Viscount 
Howe was author ised to form a brigade on 
the Essex coast for instruction in light in
fantry drill. Further still, on 12th January 
this year, a true battalion of light troops was 
raised-namely, the 5th Battalion of the 60th 
Royal Americans, under the command of 
Colonel Francis de Rottenburg. In April it 
was sent to I reland and came under Sir John 
Moore's command. 

De Rottenburg was a remarkable soldier 
and the true originator of British light in
fantry dri ll . By birth he was probably an 
Austrian, and had served in the French and 
Neapolitan wars, as well as in the wars 
between the Poles and Russians. Some time 
before his appointment to command the 
5th/ 60th, he had written in German a small 
book on light infantry drill and training 
which, by command of the Duke of York , 
was translated into English under the title of 
" Regulations for the E xercise of Riflemen 
and Light I nfantry and I nstructions for their 
Conduct in the Field ." The first English 
edition, issued by the Adjutant-General, is 
dated 1st August, 1798. In his " A Partial 
Reorganisation, etc." General Money informs 
us that he considered it a waste of time to 
publish a treatise on light infantry and rifle
men, since in the month of August, 1798, one 
was published "said to be written in German. 
No matter whether it had its origin in Ger
man or E nglish, the author must have seen a 
great deal of service, for he has given admir
able instructions for the training and discip
lining such corps. Whenever Government 
may think proper to form them, his observa
tions on an advanced guard, patroles, rear
guards, and picquets, ought to be not only 
read, but most of them copied into the orderly 
books of our Infantry when going upon 
service; they ought to be read by every 
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military man who has never seen actual 
service, nor will any officer lose by reading 
it. " 

Moore certainly read it, though in his 
'' Diary '' he never once mentions de Rotten
burg by name.·' In Ireland writ ing on 1st 
February, 1798, Moore says : "My command 
consists of upwards of 3,000 men, amongst 
which are twelve companies of light infantry 
of the militia ." Again, on 14th June : "My 
whole time is taken up in attending to the 
Light Companies," including the 5th J 60th 
under de Rottenburg. 

Now, when we examine the hitherto un
published Instructions, what do we find? 
That in greater part they are a mixture of 
Dundas's " Rules and Regulations " and de 
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Rottenburg's " Regulations for the Exercise 
of Riflemen." That, therefore, they may be 
said to be the first edition of the Shomcliffe 
Training, for on 30th August, 1805, in a 
letter" to Lieut.-Colonel Mackenzie, com
manding the 52nd Light Infantry, Moore 
wrote : " I mean , therefore, to make de 
Rottenburg the groundwork, noting in the 
margin whatever changes we make from him, 
but in reading over his book attentively, I 
perceive much good in it. It only requires to 
be properly applied." Therefore, Moore's In
structions of 1798-1799 are of considerable 
interest, for they fill in a gap in the t raining 
carried out at Shorncliffe of which in his 
" Diary " Moore says nothing, as it was 
purely a war record. 

(to be continued) 

' A hitherto unpublished i\IS., now in the posses
sion of Mr. Graham H eath of 1, T he Sanctuary, 
Westminster. 

2 For Howe's system see my " British Light 
Infantry in the Eighteenth Century," Appendix 1. 

' See his " On a Partial Reorganisation of the 
British Army ," 1799. This pamphlet is examined 
in my " British Light Infantry in the Eighteenth 
Century," Chap. XV. 

• For French light infantry of this period see 
Duhesme's " E ssai Historique sur L ' Infanterie 
Legere,' 1803 . 

• De R ottenburg's name does not appear on the 
title-page of the English edition. 

• Printed in full in Journal, Vol. IX, p . 165 
(" Letters to Sir J ohn l\Ioore ") . 

( 
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2nd BATTALION 

THE DURHAM LIGHT 

INFANTRY 

Editorial 
It is hoped that we will have sufficient time 

before the Journal goes to Press to produce 
an article on the P resentation of our New 
Colours. As this article will necessarily be 
fairly lengthy it is not intended to produce 
individual Company notes this quarter, but 
the writer will endeavour to record the main 
events which have occurred. 

After a long and severe winter , most of us 
are experiencing the high tempo in Rhine 
Army . Since these last notes were written, a 
considerable amount has been achieved and it 
is hoped that we can give you some idea of 
our activities in the following short article . 

We had our Brigadier's Administration In
spection on March the 4th and 5th. All went 
off well and everybody is to be congratulated 
on the hard work which was put in to make 
the show a success. It was not easy to prepare 
for this, as there was about a foot of snow in 
Barracks and the Square had to be cleared 
with a bulldozer a few days before. This made 
practice for the Battalion Parade rather 
difficult. 

At about this time the organisation of the 
various Companies was as follows: -

" A " Company were just completing 
their continuation training and, in spite 
of the weather, had done several platoon 
exercises in the field. 

" B " and " C " Companies had 
wasted down a bit owing to the continual 
throwing off of specialists, but they 
shared the last draft of 50 from the 
Depot. 

" D " Company still in skeleton form 
arid likely to remain so for some time. 
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" S " Company now built up to lower 
establishment . In addition to the Mortar, 
MMG . and A / Tk P latoons, the Assault 
Pioneer P latoon had now been formed, 
and recently had some valuable training 
with 2 Fd. Sqn . of 23 Fd . E ngineer 
Regiment. 

After the Administration Inspection we 
went out on a Battalion Signal Exercise. 
The date coincided with the final exercise 
carried out by " A " Company to complete 
their continuation training. There was a great 
deal of activity during the night by both 
" A " Company patrols and the Battalion 
Headquarter's Defence Section, which con
sisted of the Buglers which had only recently 
formed . The exercise went off very well , apart 
from the fact that " A " Company put down 
some Mortar smoke which hung in the still 
air and managed to block the main Wuppertal 
Cologne road for a matter of some 30 minutes. 
This considerably inconvenienced the Ruhr 
Barons who were returning to thei r homes at 
the conclusion of work. From then on we 
have had a series of Brigade and Divisional 
Signal exercises, but managed to fit in our 
Battalion Rifle Meeting on the 1st and 2nd of 
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April. This was extremely efficiently run by 
Capt. Benson and was voted a great success 
by everyone. The gold medal was won by 
CJSgt. Lambert who is always a consistent 
shot. " B " Company came out the best 
Company which was a great achievement in 
view of the fact that their numbers are so 
small. Major Brooke-Smith, the Company 
Commander, is a good shot himself and he 
was ably backed up by Sgts. Morrey and 
White, Cpls.Gilfillan and Carr, L JCpl. Scott 
and P tes. Harrison and Baker. 

At the conclusion of our Rifle Meeting, we 
prepared to set off for ten days' training at 
Sennelager. All rifle companies went up there, 
plus the main part of Battalion Headquarters, 
the Mortar Platoon and the Assault Pioneer 
Platoon from the "S.P." Company. This 
training was of. the utmost value and every-

WUPPERTAL, 1953. 
All members of this group were serving in " C" 
Company 1st D .L.I. in 1933 and are now serving 
with 2nd D.L.I. 
Left to right : C/Sgt. Meredith, C. S.M. Carr, 

C.S.M. Brown, C.S.i\1. Moralee, R.S.M. 
Thomasson, Lt. Col. Leather, R.Q.M.S. 
Percival, C.S.M. McLane. 

body thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Every
body learned how to camourflage himself, 
how to keep dispersed, how to shoot quickly 
and keep his weapon working in spite of the 
sand. We learned this and many other lessons 
and we all got pretty fit after a winter spent 
mostly indoors . The Assault Pioneer Platoon 
dug enormous holes and now know that the 
sand at Sennelager is likely to cave in unless 
it is revetted. The Mortar Platoon carried out 
several successful shoots, including one at 
night. We are glad that the Commanding 
Officer arrived back to Barracks unscathed. 
Somehow or other he escaped on several 
occasions. A 2-inch mortar smoke bomb 
landed within a yard of his car on the Am-
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heim range and Pte. Pickles of "A " Com
pany will have learned that it is unwise, on 
consolidation, to play with the trigger of 
one's rifle when it is cocked. As the Com
manding Officer was walking away from a 
Platoon field firing exercise, well pleased with 
" A " Company's efforts, Pickles teased the 
trigger just that little bit too much and a 
bullet shot across the range and overtook the 
Commanding Officer on the way to his car. 

On returning from Sennelager , our Com
pany Shooting teams called in at Haltern to 
attend the Brigade Rifle Meeting. We were 
not particularly optimistic as the 1st Battalion 
the Northamptonshire Regiment are a good 
shooting Battalion and expected to carry all 
before them. However, we were delighted 
when the first three places in the L.M.G. pairs 
were won by our Company teams. These 
were:-

l st: " B " Coy. A team, Ptes. Harrison 
and Baker). 

2nd: " B " Coy. B team, Cpl. Gilfillan 
and L J Cpl. Scott. 

3rd : " A " Coy. A team, Ptes. Metcalf 
and Dunbar). 

" D " Company which is only 12 strong, 
managed to be placed 2nd in the Sten com
petition, and were only beaten by 6 Infantry 
Workshops who are experts at this weapon. 
This team consisted of Capt. Benson, Sgt. 
McKenna, L J Cpl. Eltringham and Pte. 
Glaister. 

While all this was going on, the A / Tk. 
Platoon were firing their guns at Hohne. They 
managed to zero their guns quickly and had 
two useful days field firing. The Platoon also 
went to visit the horror camp at Belsen, little 
of which now remains standing. The M.M.G. 
Platoon were at Sennelager taking part in the 
Machine Gun concentration, having previous
ly been to Putlos. The results of the M.M.G. 
concentration were most satisfactory and as 
we go to press, we hear that the Battalion 
was second out of eighteen M.M.G. Platoons 
in the Machine Gun Cup. We feel that this is 
a considerable achievement considering the 
majority of the Platoon have only had about 
a year's service, including some of the full 
ranks N .C.O.s. Lt. Arnot is to be contratu
lated on obtaining an outstanding report on 
his recent course at Netheravon. 

After the Brigade Rifle Meeting the bulk of 
the Battalion arrived back in Barracks to 
start preparations for the Colours Presenta
tion Parade. However, Battalion Head
quarters and skeleton Companies had to go 
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off on exercise Swallowtail, a Divisional 
signal exercise lasting about a week in the 
Hohne area. It was not until the 28th of April 
that we all arrived back in Barracks and 
could really get down to rehearsals in a 
serious way. This parade will be reported 
fully elsewhere, but we would like to record 
here how grateful we are to the 1st Battalion 
Band, who have only just left us, for assisting 
us on this and many other occasions. 

On 18th May, the Rifle Companies are 
moving up to Haltern for our Annual Classi
fication and we then have to start rehearsing 
for our Coronation Parade which is to take 
place in the Stadium at Wuppertal. This will 
be a Brigade Parade attended by the 2nd 
Battalion Foresters, including the Regimental 
Mascot, Derby XVIII, the 1st Battalion 
Northamptonshire Regiment and ourselves. 
As we go to press we hear that our Band is 
likely to arrive from the Depot in time to 
attend this Parade and we are all looking 
forward very much to meeting them. Our 
Bugles have already left to take part in the 
various performances to be given by the 
Massed Bands and Bugles of the Light In
fantry Brigade in the South of England. 
Bugle-Major McDowell is to be congratulated 
on producing a Bugle Section of sixteen 
Bugles in a matter of two months. They have 
played on the Colour Presentation Parade 
and on Guest Nights and we are very proud 
of them. 

After the Coronation Parade, we will all be 
going out on Company Training, so it will be 
seen that the tempo in Rhine Army is the 
same as ever. 

Officers' Mess 

Since our last notes appeared there have 
been few changes amongst the officers of the 
Battalion. 

We do however welcome Bob Sturley, who 
is now settled in his married quarters, Phillip 
Alexander who joined us from the T.A.R.O. 
and Bernard Walmsley from Eaton Hall. We 
were sorry to say goodbye to Kenneth 
McConkey and David Dunn who are joining 
the 1st Battalion in Korea, and also to 
Stephen Thorpe-Tracey who is now Adjutant 
at the Depot. 

During March, Lt. Guy de Chaumont of 
the French Army (5th Line Regiment), was 
attached to the Battalion and we hope that he 
enjoyed his visit as much as we enjoyed hav
ing this colourful personality with us. 

As the weather has improved, so has the 
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number of Battalion exercises increased-the 
most important of which was the visit of the 
Battalion to Sennelager for a hectic but valu
able ten days training between 6th and 16th 
April. 

On the afternoon of Saturday the 11th 
April the K.R.R.C. and The Rifle Brigade 
held their point to point and as field firing 
stopped for that afternoon most of the officers 
at Sennelager, as well as some from Wupper
tal, were able to attend this most enjoyable 
meeting. 

It was unfortunate however that the visit 
of the Brigade Colonel to the Battalion 
coincided with our departure on Exercise 
Swallowtail. As a result of this, a number of 
officers were disappointed at missing the 
chance of meeting Colonel Preston but never
theless we hope that he enjoyed his short 
stay in our mess. 

On the 7th May, we had a Regimental 
Guest night which was particularly memor
able, inasmuch as we were able to entertain 
some distinguished former officers of the 
Regiment as well as some serving officers 
not now with the Battalion and some outside 
guests. Amongst these were Brigadier General 
Irvine, Col. Taylor and Col. F. H. Simpson. 
Lt.-Col. May and Major Fanning Evans were 
also able to attend. In addition, we were glad 
to be able to have Brigadier Nevill and some 
of the Staff officers of our Brigade as our 
guests. 

The good weather has encouraged the 
officers in various sporting activities and 
apart from games and athletics, most officers 
have been able to take part, so far, in various 
recreations including tennis, squash, riding 
and golf. The excellent facilities for fishing 
in B.A.O.R. will probably interest a number 
of enthusiasts during the summer. 

Naturally the presentation of our new 
colours by the Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff has held top place in our plans and 
activities during the last months. As a full 
account of this ceremony is given separately 
in the Journal it will suffice to say that the 
mess was able to play no small part on this 
great occasion. After the parade, we had some 
three hundred guests to lunch, and we were 
also able to have several officers to stay with 
us in the mess. This was a great pleasure for 
the living-in members, as all our guests had 
strong connections with the Durham Light 
Infantry. 

We now have in the dining room of the 
mess a fine colour stand presented by the 
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Commanding Officer, which , with the Regi
mental Badge embossed in silver on the 
centre, forms a most fitting resting place for 
our new colours, A signed portrait of Her 
Majesty the Queen has also been hung in the 
dining room. 

It is to be hoped that friends of the Regi
ment will continue to visit us during our stay 
in Germany as they will always find a wel
come with the Battalion and in the officers' 
mess. 

Sergeants' Mess 
Entering into the spirit of springtime , the 

R.E.s have re-decorated the Mess, and this 
combined with a polished floor, good furni
ture, and a highly polished silver stand has 
made the :\less look far more attractive than 
we thought was possible. 

On the 18th and 21st February, prior to 
their departure for Berlin, we spent two very 
pleasant evenings with R.S.M. T om Chad
wick, M.M., and First Battalion K.O.Y.L.I. 
Mess members. On the eighteenth we enter
tained at Wuppertal, and on the twenty-first 
they invited us to Dortmund . 

l\Iess members were well to the fore during 
the Battalion R ifle Meeting held on the 1st 
and 2nd April, 1053, and at long last a Mess 
member's name appears again on the Gold 
Medal. C / Sgt . Bill Lambert, always a con
sistent shot, came first, and Sgt. McKenna a 
close second. The Warrant Officers and Ser
geants Cup was won by Sgt. Wear. In the 
Officers versus Sergeants Shoot, our team was 
second . 

During the quarter we received a visit from 
Brigadier C. A. R. Nevill, D.S.O., O.B.E., 
during his administration inspection of the 
Battalion, and also from the Colonel of the 
Light Infantry Brigade. Col. ]. C. Preston, 
D.S.O., O.B.E. 

We welcome Sgts. Taylor, Weatherall and 
Tordoff into the l\Iess on their postings to the 
Battalion, and Sgts. H ailes, White and 
Charlton on their promotion. Best wishes to 
Sgts. Ireland and Clapperton, who have left 
us to join the 6th and 8th Battalions, and to 
Sgts. Cooke, McKenna and Price on their 
return to civilian life. Congratulations to Sgt. 
and Mrs . Hannaway on the arrival of a son, 
and to Sgt. Sarjant on his marriage. We 
extend our deepest sympathies to R.Q.M.S. 
and Mrs. Percival on the fatal accident to 
their son and to Sgt. and Mrs. J ordan on the 
Joss of their child. 

Preparations for the Presentation of Colours 
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Parade are going ahead ·and although it is 
unfortunate that we are in B .A.O. R. on this 
occasion , we are looking forward to seeing 
some of the old faces at the parade. 

Polo 
In almost every ] ournal for the last five 

years there has been a small article under the 
heading of " Polo." Strangely enough , under 
this heading, there have been many things 
written about the horse and the r iding of that 
noble animal but never a mention of the 
famous game . H owever this time it will be 
reported on, for we have actually started to 
play the game. 

The four ponies we had been keeping here 
during the winter were sent back to the 
Dusseldorf Polo Club stables during the last 
week in April. They are fit but in spite of a 
limited amount of schooling during the winter 
they have still much to learn about the game. 

By taking on two more ponies from the 
1st Battalion Irish Guards we now have a 
total of six . Since there are six of us playing 
at the moment this appears quite inadequate . 
Indeed it is and we hope to get some more 
soon. H owever, leave, courses and other 
exigencies of Service in Rhine Army usually 
prevent all six players presenting themselves 
on the field at the same time and so one can 
count on at least two and very often more 
chukkars in the Pick-Up games on Wednes
day and Saturday afternoons. 

The Polo ground is situated in pleasant 
downland country about two miles from the 
I rish Guards' Barracks at Hubbelrath. 

On Sundays the Germans, not to be out
done by the Polo, operate a gliding Club on 
an adjacent pitch. Spectators who tend to get 
bored with the rather moderate Polo can then 
turn their attention to fa t Teutons, perhaps 
Ex-members of the Luftwaffe, gambolling 
about the sky in theirmotorlessmachines . The 
ponies take a poor view of the gliding and 
quite rightly, for often the machines seem to 
threaten the Polo ground in their pre-landing 
manoeuvres. 

So far, we have had three Polo-afternoons . 
At present and for some time to come we are 
playing. " P ick Up " chukkars and then 
later in the season we hope there may be a 
tournament or at least a few matches. 

On the Sunday after the P resentation of 
Colours there was quite a large regimental 
gathering watching the Polo. 

The afternoon was most enjoyable though 
it must have been apparent to the older mem-

r 
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bers of the Regiment that the standard of 
Regimental Polo could not be compared with 
that before the war. We hope by the end of 
the season to get somewhere near it again . 
There are about twenty playing members of 
the Dusseldorf Polo Club and our six players 
are the C.O., Crosthwaite, T aylor, Colling
wood, Morant and Alexander. 

Sports 

We have to contend with many difficulties 
from a games point of view, ranging from 
shortage of grounds to lack of time to pia y 
them . In addition the Winter has only just 
ended and the ice and snow prevented a very 
full programme being carried out until the 
end of March. The football league is nearly 
finished and we hope to publish the result in 
the next Journal. The hockey league, which 
started late, is not in such a healthy condition 
and we shall have to take some drastic action 
to bring it to a conclusion. 

Cricket is due to start soon and even now 
we are searching for a patch of ground for 
the practise nets. Our main pitch looks like 
being the cinder football field, so we shall 
have to endure the temperament and whims 
of a matting wicket. 

On 16th May the Battalion Athletic Meet
ing is being held and companies will have to 
arrange their own meetings before this time. 

In February, we were visited by 1st 
K.O.Y.L.I. and played hockey, football and 
basketball against them and also staged a 
cross-country race. We won at all home 
games, but on the return visit to 1st 
K.O .Y.L.I., in which rugger was included, 
we only won the cross country, drew the 
football and lost the hockey and rugby 
matches. Presumably ground advantage 
really does mean something. 

Basket ball has virtually come to a halt 
because we have no gymnasium of our own 
but we hope to erect an outside court and get 
down to an Inter-Company competition and 
the formation and training of a Battalion 
team. 

We have four good hard tennis courts in 
the barracks which we hope to have in use 
soon. Unfortunately, the frost, ice and snow 
have ruined the surfaces and the R oyal 
Engineers have run out of money until the 
new financial year begins. In the meanwhile, 
we watch and wait and hope they will shortly 
be galvanised into life. 

Association Football.-Our fortunes in the 
Brigade Spring League have been rather 

varied and, after defeating 1st Battalion The 
Northamptonshire Regiment 6-1 we were 
defeated by both the Sherwood Foresters and 
42nd Field Regiment R.A. We have been 
unfortunate in losing Cpl. Hillary of Head
quarter Company who injured his knee and 
will be unable to play before next season. 
Cpl. Caldecott has also been greatly missed 
since his return to England on release. We 
have some very promising young players in
cluding Pte. McEwan (C), P te. Lilley (Sp), 
Pte Pickles (A) , Pte. J enkinson (C) and Pte. 
Gibbon and Hindmarch (A). We finally 
managed to beat the Sherwood Foresters by 
four goals to two after we had three times 
been on the losing side . 

In the Brigade Inter-Company knockout 
Competition both " A " and " C " Com
panies reached the Semi-finals, " C " Com
pany won their match but "A " Company 
were heavily defeated by Headquarter Com
pany 2nd Foresters. In the final " C " Com
pany put up a magnificent performance 
against a team which included at least seven 
Battalion players, and at full time the score 
stood at four all . However the Foresters 
added three more goals in extra time without 
reply from " C " Company. 

The Inter-Company League Competition is 
almost certain to be won by Headquarter 
Company who have the strongest team in the 
Battalion . 

We played the K.O.Y .L.I. on their vis!t 
to Wuppertal and won by seven goals to one, 
but in the return game could only hold them 
to a draw. 

The prospects for next year are bright and 
we should give a good account of ourselves 
in the various competitions that will take 
place. 

H ockey .- Our worst enemy has been the 
weather and it was not until mid-February 
that the ground was anything like playable. 
Our first match was against the 1st 
K.O.Y.L.I. and a bulldozer was on the pitch 
clearing the snow until five minutes before 
the game was due to start. In spite of the 
conditions, the game was surprisingly good 
and, although we won by four goals to one, 
it was an even and exciting game of hockey. 
C-Sgt. Brown played a first class game at 
centre half and L {Cpl. Oxley and C.S.M. 
Moralee put in a lot of good work . 

Two days later we played them again, this 
time at Dortmund, under much better con
ditions and we narrowly lost in a very excit
ing match . C.S.M. Carr was a thrustful centre 
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forward and 2/ Lt. Patten a very steady back. 
The inter Company league has still got a 

long way to go before it is over, largely due 
to the late start . H owever, we hope to finish 
it by mid May. 

We have missed all the competitions in 
Germany, as we arrived when the season was 
well under way, but next season we shall 
enter for all of them and hope that we shall 
be able to find a winning team and keep them 
together. 

One encouraging sign is the number of 
National Servicemen taking up the game. 
Already one of these, Pte. Horsley of " A " 
Company has played a very good game for 
the Battalion and we hope that others will 
follow in his footsteps. 

Cross Country .-After the Brigade meet
ing, the Battalion team went forward to the 
Divisional Championships. Here they were up 
against some very strong teams and did well 
to finish fourth behind 1st Queens, 1st Irish 
Guards and 2nd Furesters in that order. Pte . 
Ayre of " A " Company was the first man 
home in the Battalion and was subsequently 
invited to run in the British Army of the 
Rhine championships as an individual. This 
he did and finished forty-fourth. The follow
ing have represented the Battalion: - Pte . 
Slater of" A " Company, L /Cpl. Broome of 
" B " Company, 2 I Lt. Mortimore, Sgt. 
Clapperton, P te . Amor of " C" Company. 
Everyone ran well and next year we hope to 
do even better. In mid-February we ran two 
races against 1st K. 0. Y. L. I. In the first one 
we won by 72 points to 14 7. The first three 
men home being Ptes . Ayre, Frazer and 
Holmes of " A " Company. In the return 
match at Dortmund we won again, in spite 
of the absence of P te . Ayre who was running 
in the individual championships. 

Presentation of New Colours 
On the 9th May, New Colours were pre

sented to the Battalion by the Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff, General Sir John 
Harding, G.C.B. , C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., 
A.D.C., on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen. 
The Presentation of Colours has always been 
a great occasion in the history of a Regiment 
and this Parade will go down in the Annals 
of the Regiment as yet another historic event 
in the highest traditions of British Light In
fantry. The Old Colours, which had been 
presented in 1912, ~ad been laid up in 
Durham Cathedral in July, 1950, after 
amalgamation with the 1st Battalion. 

D.L.I. REGIME N T AL J OURNAL 

There were on Parade 17 Officers and 344 
Other R anks, formed up in four Companies. 
It was unfortunate that a day of this import
ance was spoilt by rain. It started to rain just 
before the Parade started and continued off 
and on all day. We were unlucky in that this 
was the first wet day for three weeks. The 
Parade was witnessed by over 1,300 
spectators. 

Preparations for the P arade were put in 
hand two weeks before. With the assistance 

GENERAL SIR J OHN HARDING ACCOMPANIED BY 

LT. CoL. LEATHER AND BRIGADIER SANDARS 

INSPECTING THE BATTALION. 

By courtesy of Newcastle Chronicle & Journal 

of a troop of 2 Field Squadron, Royal Engin
eers, excellent stands were erected overlook
ing the Parade Ground. These were covered 
with red and green bunting and looked well 
on the day. We had succeeded in remaking 
the gardens and even had a few flowers in 
bloom so that the barracks as a whole were 
looking extremely presentable-a vast change 
from the snowbound aspect they had worn 
over the winter months. Elaborate arrange-
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ments were made for the control and recep
tion of visitors cars. These were successfully 
carried out by the M.T.O., Capt. Sturley, and 
his staff. 

Promptly at 11 o'clock the Battalion, led 
by the Band and Bugles, marched onto the 
Parade Ground and formed up in Close 
Column of Companies . Line was formed and 
the Battalion was then ready to receive im
portant visitors with proper ceremonial. The 
High Commissioner for Germany, Sir Ivone 
Kirkpatrick, who had been met at the Main 
Gate by Major Morant was escorted onto the 
Parade ground and was received with a 
General Salute. General Sir John Harding 
was met at the Main Gate by Brigadier 
Sanders, deputising for the Colonel of the 
Regiment , and by l\Iajor Collingwood who, 
together with an escort of :\Iilitary Police in 
jeeps, escorted him onto the Parade Ground 

MAJOR D. F. CROSTHWAITE AND ~lAJ OR 
J. H. TAYLOR PREPARE THE ::\EW COLOURS 

FOR THE CoxsECRATION. 

By courtesy of Newcastle Chronicle <f>. journal 

where he was received with a general salute. 
The C.I.G.S. inspected the Battalion in 

line and also the Band and Bugles. Despite 
the weather the full programme was pursued. 
The Band of the 1st Battalion, and the newly 
formed Bugle section of this Battalion, both 
looking very smart in No. 1 Dress, gave a 
display of marching and counter-marching. 
Firstly, the Buglers playing a Bugle March 
' ' One More Mile ' ' marched the length of the 
Battalion in line : then followed the Band 
playing a quick march " Sons of the Brave. " 
Having counter-marched, Band and Bugles 
then came back to the slow march '' The 
Duke of York." At the end of the line they 
counter-marched and broke into quick time, 
to the combined march " Little Bugler. At 
the conclusion of this march they wheeled up 
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to the Saluting Base, reported to the C. I. G.S. 
and rejoined the Parade. The Battalion then 
formed Hollow Square, and the drums were 
piled in the centre. 

T he New Colours, cased, were heralded by 
a fanfare from the Buglers and were then 
brought up by the Quartermaster and the 
Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant. At the 
pile of drums, they were uncased and handed 
over, the Queen's Colour to the Second-in
Command and the Regimental Colour to the 
next senior Major, who then placed the 

LIEUT. J. C . A. YATE RECEIVI NG THE QUEEN'S 
COLOUR. 

By courtesy of Pttblic Relations Section 

Colours against the pile of drums. The Con
secration Service was then ready to begin. 
The Service was conducted by the Reverend 
R. J. F . Mayston, O.B.E., Assistant Chap
lain General Northern Army Group, assisted 
by the Reverend J . L. Pickering, Senior 
Chaplain Second Infantry Division and the 
Reverend J . W. Richards, Battalion Chap
lain. The very moving service was joined by 
all ranks present whose responses were recited 
in an impressive and heartfelt manner. At the 
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conclusion of the service the 1st, 3rd and 5th 
verses of "Abide With i\Ie " were sung. We 
would like to record appreciation of our 
Padre, J ohn R ichards, who taught us our 
responses and the words of the Regimental 
Hymn during rehearsals. 

The C.I.G.S. then came round to the front 

THE C.l.G.S. ADDRESSI:\"G TH E BATTALION. 

By courtesy of Xewcastle Chronicle & J ournal 

of the pile of drums, received The Queen's 
Colour from i\Iajor Crosthwaite and presented 
it to Lt. J. C. A. Yate who received it on his 
right knee. In like manner the Regimental 
Colour was handed by Major Taylor to the 
C.I.G.S. who presented it to 2 / Lt. T. M. 
Irvine. It is interesting to record here that 
these four officers together with the Com
manding Officer all come from families who 
have long connections with the Regiment. The 
C.I.G.S. then addressed the Battalion. In his 
address the C. I.G .S. recalled the fine history 
of the Regiment and discussed in particular 
the exploits of this Battalion. He said that 
Presentation of Colours was a solemn cere
mony in which all ranks of the Battalion 
should be justly proud to take part. Now
adays Colours are not taken into battle, bu t 
nevertheless, they remain the soul of the 
Battalion and it was up to those present and 
the future generations, to maintain them in 
the very highest traditions of Light Infantry. 
He went on to pay a personal tribute to the 
Battalion, congratulating them upon the pro
gress which obviously had been made since 
reforming last year. The Commanding Officer 
replied and thanked the C.I.G.S. for his kind 
words and assured him of our loyal service 
to the Crown. 

Line was then reformed, the New Colours 
were given a General Salute and were then 
marched in slow time to the National Anthem 
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to take their place in the Line of the Battalion 
on Parade. The Battalion then formed Close 
Column of Companies to the flank prepara
tory to the March Past. At this stage it was 
noticed the C. I.G.S. had invited the Mayor of 
Durham to stand with him on the Saluting 
Base. The Battalion then marched past in 
quick time, in column of Companies, to the 
Regimental March ' ' The Light Barque '' and 
returned in Close Column at the traditional 
Double l\Iarch to " The Keel Row." This is 
always a difficult piece of drill and spectators 
who have no Light Infantry connections 
watched wi th amazement. Probably the most 
impressed, were Officers and W.O.s from the 
Brigade of Guards who were watching. Line 
was reformed and the Battalion advanced in 
Review Order. At the conclusion of the 
General Salute the C.I.G.S. presented three 

THE C.l.G.S. AND THE MAYOR OF DURH AM, 
CouNC I LLOR G. MciNTYRE. 

Photo by courtesy of Public R elations Section 

Long Service and Good Conduct Medals to 
C.S.M. L. Moralee, C / Sgt. J . H owells, and 
Sgt. E . Pettifer. 

The Battalion then formed Close Column 
of Companies preparatory to the conclusion 
of the Parade . The Escort Company took 
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post. On this occasion the Escort Company 
was made up of representatives of all Com
panies in the Battalion, since it had not yet 
been possible to award the Company Cham
pionship. The Colours were marched off and 
received by the Escort who then left the 
Parade led by the Band and Bugles playing 
"The Old 68th." As the Colours and Escort 
were leaving the Parade Ground the Band and 
Bugles broke into the march " Light In
fantry " and marched out of Barracks to the 
Officers' Mess. 

Had the weather been fine, it had been 
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Officer, 4th Bataillon de Ligne, Belgian 
Army, who have been affiliated to the Bat
talion by H.Q. Northern Army Group during 
our stay in B.A.O.R. This Parade was their 
first visit to us and was made the occasion to 
present us with a small pennant, a miniature 
of their Battalion Colours, as a mark of their 
esteem. This pennant was presented during 
the lunch when Major H oeck made a small 
speech in English to which the Commanding 
Officer replied with an even longer speech in 
impeccable French , though pronounced with 
possibly a slightly less impeccable accent. 

THE MARCH PAST. 

hoped that spectators would have been able 
to stroll over to the various Messes for 
luncheon, but the wet weather programme 
had to be put into effect and the M.T.O. and 
his staff had to marshal all the cars and their 
drivers to pick up spectators and drive them 
to their place of luncheon. Officers' guests 
were conducted to the Officers' Mess where 
cocktails were served. The Mess was not big 
enough to cater for the number attending and 
so a large tent was pitched on the lawn out
side the Mess in which 350 guests sat down to 
an excellent champagne lunch. Amongst the 
guests was Major Hoeck, Commanding 

By courtesy of Newcastle Chronicle & journal 

The C.I.G.S . and Lady H arding left at 2.30 
p.m. to drive to Dusseldorf to catch their 
aeroplane and fly back to England . 

During this time the Sergeants' Mess were 
entertaining some 320 guests, drawn from the 
Garrison and Units in the Division and from 
Light Infantry Units in Rhine Army. 
Naturally enough much comment was made 
amongst the old soldiers, Drill Sergeants and 
the like, but it is gathered that little fault 
could be found. Luncheon was served in a 
tent outside the Mess, but it was nearly 
4 o'clock before the last guest had reluctantly 
taken his leave. 
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A special lunch for the Battalion and a 
bottle of beer per man was served in the 
Dining Hall. The families also were invited 
to this meal, and together with Military 
Police, the drivers of visitors cars were fed , 
which necessitated two sittings. 

On a great Regimental occasion like this it 
is very gratifying to find that past members 
of the Regiment make such strenuous efforts 
to come out from England to attend. We were 
very pleased to welcome Brigadier-General 
A. E. Irvine, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., and 
Mrs. Irvine, whose son received the Regi-

D.L.I. REGIMENTAL JOURNAL 

time Bugle-Major of this Battalion. We were 
also pleased to welcome the Brigade Colonel, 
Col. J. C. Preston, D.S.O., who Commanded 
the 16th Battalion during the war, the Mayor 
of Durham and Cadets Percy and Windsor 
Aubrey, from Sandhurst, who were invited 
by the C.I.G.S. to fly with him in his special 
aeroplane. From Germany, there came the 
High Commissioner, Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick; 
Major-General C. S. Sugden, C.B., C.B.E., 
Chief of Staff Northern Army Group, repre
senting the Commander-in-Chief; Brigadier 
F. N. Mitchell, C.B.E., D.S.O., representing 

)/o. 1 COMPANY DOUBLING PAST. 

mental Colour; Col. F. H. Simpson, who has 
Commanded both Regular Battalions of the 
Regiment since the war; Lt.-Col. H. J. 
Taylor, D.S.O., who, in 1912, received the 
Regimental Colour and whose nephew on this 
occasion Commanded the Escort Company 
and handed the Regimental Colour to the 
C.I.G.S. for presentation; Brigadier A. H. G. 
Ricketts, C.B.E., D.S.O. , who served many 
years with this Battalion before the war and 
Mrs. Ricketts; Lt.-Col. P. H. M. May, 
D.S.O., M.C.; Major and Mrs. Fanning 
Evans from the Depot and ex-Sgt Howes, one 

By courtesy of Public Relations Photo Section 

the Corps Commander; Major-General B. A. 
Coad, C.B .E., D.S.O. , Divisional Com
mander; Major-General Lamplugh, C.B.E., 
G.O.C. Rhine District and Brigadier C. A. R. 
Nevill, D.S.O. , O.B.E., the Brigade Com
mander. All Units in the Division and 
Wuppertal Garrison were invited . The 
opportunity was also taken to make this the 
occasion for a Light Infantry gathering. All 
Light Infantry Battalions serving in Rhine 
Army were invited; representatives came 
from 1st Battalion K.O.Y.L.I. , 1st Battalion 
K.S.L.I. and 1st Battalion D.C.L.I. and 
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many other Light Infantry Officers serving on 
the staff or in other extra Regimental em
ployments. 

There was a large gathering of press 
correspondents who numbered 26 in all and 
took innumerable photographs. They were 
very adequately controlled by Capt. Benson, 
though at one time the privileged few at the 
pile of drums during the Consecration Service 
were nearly surrounded. In addition, two 
news-reels were made of the Parade, one by 
British Movietone News which it is hoped will 
be seen by those unable to attend the Parade, 
in Cinemas in England and the other by 
Paramount News for the benefit of the 
American Army in Europe. 

The day was brought to a fitting climax by 
an excellent Concert Party held in the 
Barracks which had been very ably organised 
by Major Gibson. 

The following letter has been received by 
the Commanding Officer from General Sir 
J ohn Harding, G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O. , 
M.C., A.D.C., Chief of the Imperial General 
Staff: -

" I have just sent you a signal of con
gratulations on your excellent parade on 
Saturday, and thanks for the honour you 
did me and your kind hospitality. It was 
a most impressive and inspiring ceremony 
and I was delighted to see what splendid 
progress you have made since you reformed 
the Battalion. I am enclosing a copy of a 
letter which I have written to your Colonel 
and I would like to repeat to you that, in 
my opinion, the standard of drill, march
ing and steadiness was up to the highest 
traditions of the British Light Infantry. 

Mary joins me in thanking you all very 
much too for the excellent lunch you gave 
us. It was indeed a very happy occasion 
for us both. Will you please convey our 
best thanks to all the members of your 
Mess for their kind hospitality. 

With many thanks again for a ceremony 
which I shall always remember with plea
sure, and all good wishes for the future to 
you and your Battalion. 

Yours sincerely, JoHN HARDING." 
Also received was the following copy of a 

letter sent by the C.I.G.S. to the Colonel of 
the Regiment, Lt.-General Sir Terence Airey, 
K.C.M.G. , C.B. , C.B.E. :-

" It was a very great honour and per
sonal pleasure for me to present New 
Colours to your 2nd Battalion on behalf of 
Her Majesty the Queen on Saturday. I 
thought you would like to know that I was 
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most impressed by the whole ceremony. 
The drill, marching and steadiness of the 
troops on parade were all excellent through
out and well up to the highest Light In
fantry standards. The whole ceremony had 
been very well thought out and went with
out a hitch. After it was over we were all 
royally entertained by the Officers of the 
Battalion. In fact it really was a most 
impressive and enjoyable occasion, and one 
which Mary and I were both delighted to 
have the pleasure of attending. 

The only flaw was the weather. Unfor
tunately, it began to rain just as I arrived 
and continued for the greater part of the 
ceremony. However, no one was in the 
least bit daunted or put out by the weather, 
and it was an added tribute to the discipline 
and bearing of the Battalion that the rain 
and the cold were never for a moment 
allowed to interfere or lower their standard. 

I only wish that you and Bridget had 
been able to be there as I am sure you 
would have been very proud of your 2nd 
Battalion and very impressed by their 
performance. 

I am so sorry to hear you are ill and 
hope you make a speedy recovery. With 
every good wish to you . both, in which 
Mary joins, and my deepest thanks again 
for doing me the honour of inviting me to 
present New Colours to your 2nd Battalion. 

jOHN HARDING. " 
We were very sorry that the Colonel of 

the Regiment and Lady Airey were unable to 
attend. As will be seen from the above, 
General Airey was ill at the time and we all 
wish him a speedy recovery. 

Before closing this account, we would like 
to say farewell to the 1st Battalion Band. We 
do not know how we would have done with
out their services for this Parade. Their tour 
of duty with this Battalion has been a busy 
one. They have had the distinction of playing 
on parade in front of two Chiefs of the Im
perial General Staff in less than a calendar 
year, as it will be remembered that Field
Marshal Sir William Slim inspected this Bat
talion at Barnard Castle. The Band left us to 
take part in the Coronation procession the 
day after our Colour Parade. This was a 
Sunday and their train left at 2 p.m. In spite 
of packing up, Mr. Crowhurst managed to 
put on a string band for our Church Service 
that morning, which we very much appreci
ated. We wish the 1st Battalion Band the 
very best of luck and are grateful to the 1st 
Battalion for allowing them to be with us. 



200 

6th 

BATTALION 

THE 

DURHAM 

LIGHT 

INFANTRY 

(T.A.) 

General 

... " He's much too busy a-signing 
things " ... Alice's remark to Christopher 
Robin could equally well apply to your 
humble contributor, and to judge by the flow 
from above, to a large percentage of others 
as well. 

Despi te the sea of papers, we have still 
managed to keep our goal clear- to train our
selves and to prepare our detachments for the 
Coronation. 

We are sending the normal detachments to 
take part in the Procession from the Abbey 
and to line the route in Hyde Park. 

Company notes include most of the names 
but, for the record, our parties are made up 
as follows : -

Procession Party 
Capt. Alder, R.S .i\L Thompson , Sgt. 

Gray, Cpl. Dinsley, L f Cpl. Morgan. 
Street L ining Party 

Capt. Phillips, C/Sgt. Singlewood , B f M. 
Fallon, Cpl. Dixon, Cpl. Dunn, Cpl. Brad
well, Sgt. Atkinson, Cpl. Pennick , Pte. 
Harle, Pte. Campbell, L /Cpl. Swanston, 
L. f Cpl. Garrett, P te. French, Pte. Hillary, 
Pte. Penna, Pte . Pirt, Pte. Young, Pte. 
Walker, Pte. Grayson. 
They are wearing our distinctive No . 1 

dress of rifle green with red piping and black 
buttons, with black belts and rifle slings; the 
officers and the R.S .M. are wearing black 
cross-belts with our old badge and silver 
embellishments and black braided epaulettes. 
We are very proud of our distinctive dress 
which is shown in the official army dress regu-
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lations as being for " Rifle regiments and 6th 
Battalion The Durham Light Infantry 
(T.A.) " and which perpetuates our connec
tions with the old Rifle Volunteers. 

The No. 1 dress is extremely smart and 
we are quite confident that we shall more 
than hold our own with the other battalions 
in the Light Infantry Brigade. 

We hope to include a photograph of the 
two parties in the next Journal together with 
their impressions of the parade. 

To return to more mundane matters, we 
have got well in to our stride, with our train
ing boots on, and have held, or taken part in, 
a large number of week-end camps, brigade 
and divisional signal exercises and TEWTS. 
All have been good value and have tested out 
the various companies, specialist platoons and 
" Q " and Orderly Room departments . 

In addition, we have held two week-end 
camps at which National Service men of the 
rifle companies and specialist platoons were 
called up for training. 

The battalion rifle team under Capt. 
Phillips and C.S.M. Whittingham have been 
practising nearly every week-end since March 
and have great hopes of success in the com
ing Divisional and Command Rifle Meetings. 

In March the Brigade Commander, Brig
adier Cooke-Collis, carried out his annual 
administration inspection. We were quite 
confident of the result but were nonetheless 
flat tered by his outstanding report and his 
appreciative remark that it had been a real 
pleasure to inspect the Battalion ; a just re
ward for a very great deal of very hard work. 

Capt. Bartram once again took a team to 
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compete in the T .A. Cross-Country Cham
pionship but they found the pace a bi t too 
hot for them. 

We close these notes amidst the rush and 
scramble of pre-coronation preparations, and 
with the thought that no sooner do we finish 

RIFLE T EAM PRACTICE. 

R.S.M. R obertson, Capt. Philips (Team Captain,) 
C.s.:vr. Thirkell, Sgt. Elliott. 

with that great parade than we start serious 
preparations for Annual Camp, which takes 
place from the 4th-18th J uly, on Salisbury 
Plain. "A soldier's life is terrible 'ard" 
says Alice. 

Officers' Mess 
Since our last notes, we have said good-bye 

to Archie Hills who has left us for the London 
Scottish . He has been working in the South 
for some time and finally decided that he 
must cut his ties with the 6th. We are very 
sorry to see him go and hope that he may be 
able to come and see us in camp . 

Other changes are that J ervis Percy takes 
over from Pat Rome as Adjutant in August. 
Mike Summerson takes over " S " Company 
from Archie H ills and Fred Phillips has taken 
over " C " Company from Ian Drummond , 
who has gone to "H.Q." Company. We 
would like to welcome the following National 
Service officers to the Battalion: 2 I Lt. Long
den, 2/Lt. Gooch . Both of these officers have 
been up to visit us after fin ishing their full
time service. In addition 2 / Lt. Perrott , 2 / Lt. 
Lightley and 2 / Lt. Dynes are due to come to 
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us later in the summer from the 1st Battalion. 
In April the following officers were posted 

to us from various Home Counties Regiments: 
Lts. Airey, Wybrow, Barker, Burton, 
Hollands, Bett. 

They have all completed their full-t ime 
service and will finish their part-time service 
with us. As they live so far away, we will not 
see much of them but look forward to meeting 
them in camp. 

As already reported Cyril Alder and Fred 
Phillips are taking our Coronation detach
ments to London . 

Jervis Percy is coming to camp with us and 
we shall look forward to meeting him 
although probably quite a number of us 
already know him. We hope he will enjoy his 
tour of duty with us. 
Literary Quiz 

Will "Green Lanyard " now become " Red 
Lanyard ."? 

" A " Company 

Once again we have commenced our train
ing season and have held one Company week
end at Westwick on 25th-26th April, 1953. 

BRIGAD E T.E .\V.T. 
Capt. Wrigh t, Lieut. Patterson , Capt. Rome, 

Lt. Mason, Capt . Alder. 

On the Saturday afternoon the bulk of the 
Company were firing on Battle Hill range, 
whilst a small party went off with the C.O. 
and Company-Commander to rehearse for a 
" Fire and lHovement " demonstration . 

On Sunday morning the Company wit-
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nessed the demonstration which was very well 
carried out. No. 1 Platoon then performed a 
rather " bulky " platoon attack. This was 
watched by our Divisional Commander, 
Major-General H . :\1urray, C.B. , D.S.O., and 
our Brigade-Commander, both of whom we 
are always very pleased to see either on 
training or at social events. 

We are sending our share of personnel to 
take part in the Coronation parade in 
London. CJSgt. Singlewood and L JCpl. 
Garrett arc in the street lining party whilst 
our Company Commander, Capt. C. Alder, is 
in the processional party. 

We take this opportunity of welcoming Lt. 
R. Breckon on his joining the T.A. Many 
members of the regiment who served with the 
1st Battalion in Salonika, may remember 
that Lt. Breckon was with the Battalion for a 
few months in 1947, prior to being released 
from the Army. 

We congratulate Pte. Barrass and Pte. 
Garrett on their recent appointment to LJ Cpl. 
and hope they will continue to climb the 
ladder of fame. 

" C " Company 
It is with regret that we have to report the 

posting of l\Iajor I. M. Drummond to " H.Q. " 
Company. Major Drummond formed the Com
pany after the war and it was largely due to 
his efforts that the Company has been so suc
cessful both in its military training and social 
life. We hope that Major Drummond will be 
happy in his new post and that he will not 
forget, nor ever regret the years he spent with 
" C" Company. 

Our new Commander is Capt. F. Phillips, 
whose return to the Company we welcome. 
Capt. Phillips is well known to a lot of us as 
he lives in Spennymoor and was with this 
Company for three years before being posted 
to "A" Company as 2 / i.c. 

Once again the Battalion has been able to 
turn to " C " Company for some good 
material to represent the Battalion at the 
Coronation. 

The chosen men are: Capt. Phillips, Cpl. 
Pennick, L JCpl. Swanston, L / Cpr. Young, 
Pte. P irt. 

We are well represented too in the Battalion 
Rifle Team. Capt. Phillips, C.S.M. Loyn, 
C/Sgt. Brown, Sgts. Lickley, Robson and 
Myers, Cpl. Pennick and Sugden , L / Cpls. 
Swanston, Fitzgerald, Ptes. McCain, Newall 
are turning out at week-ends for the Practice 
Shoots . We tip C /Sgt Brown to win the Gold 
Medal. 
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We had our National Servicemen for 
a training week end at Barnard Castle on 
16th-17th May. Judging by the way they 
worked, they will be an asset to the Company 
at Annual Camp. Many, we hope, will 
volunteer before then. 

The Mortar Platoon 
Since the beginning of the 1953 training 

season, the Mortar Platoon has attended three 
week-end camps, one of which was compul
sory for N.S. men. This proved invaluable 
and was an opportunity to get to know one
another and to assess the capabilities of the 
Platoon. A defence exercise was carried out 
directed by the Platoon-Commander, Capt. 
R.E.Marsden and commanded by the 2 / i.c., 
Lt. P. Bond. The results were very encour
aging especially in regard to M.F.C.s, carrier 
driving and digging in. Our next week-end 
will be devoted to range firing by the whole 
Platoon. 

We take this opportunity of congratulating 
Sgt. Hall and Cpl. Hutchinson on their recent 
promotion. They have both attended Mortar 
Courses at the School of Infantry. Cpl. Dunn, 
the leading carrier driver has been chosen to 
attend the Coronation Procession in London. 
His selection is a very popular one as he is 
one of the longest serving soldiers in the Com
pany and has a very good attendance record. 
In the field of sport we have Cpl. Britton and 
Pte. Beach who are both keen and successful 
runners. 

Sergeants' Mess 
Since the last journal notes, the " Close ' 

season a ir has been removed from T.A. 
Centres, and there has been renewed activity 
at week-end camps. Already this year we 
have had eight week-end camps, and numer
ous one day training periods on Sundays. 
The average strength of the Mess at week-end 
camps is usually between 35 and 40 members, 
which calls for extra effort on the administra
tive side. We have been fortunate to have Sgt. 
Spencely and Sgt. Golledge to perform the 
duties of Mess Caterer when we have not 
been at Brancepeth, and every credit is due 
to them for their untiring efforts. 

At the present time " Coronation " prep
arations take the high light and there are 
rumours of the R.S.M. doing intensive train
ing at night (out of sight) to be 100% fit for 
the 15 miles Coronation march. It is reported 
that he is also on the water wagon, that report 
is only a figure of speech, as far as the 
" Tara " is concerned. Other Mess members 
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on the Coronation are C I Sgt. Singlewood, 
B I Major Fallon and Sgt. Gray, M.M. 

As reported in the last notes of the ] ournal 
the indoor Xmas games were completed in 
good time, the only outstanding one being the 
Darts. The final was won by Mr. J. Arm
strong who beat Mr. F. Wade. We hope to 
have a further competition during the summer 
period. 

We welcome to the Mess the following 
members:-Sgt. Myers, D.C.M., Sgt. Rob
son, Sgt. Joyce and Sgt. Cant who is a 
National Service Mess member from the 1st 
Battalion. Sgt. Myers and Sgt. Robson both 
served with the 6th Battalion during the last 
war and are re-enlistments into the T .A. Sgt. 
Joyce also served in the last war and is a 

THREE OLD TIME RS. 

CfSgt. Alderson: Sgt. Pears, CJSgt. Singlewood. 

re-enlistment. We congratulate them on their 
promotion too, and hope that they will serve 
for a good many years. We also welcome 
CI Sgt. Lucas on attachment to the Battalion 
from reserve. He was with us at Thetford 
Annual Camp in 1951 as a " Z " Reservist. 
He is a " golden asset " to the " Q " depart
ment, at least so we understand. 

There have been one or two changes in the 
P.S.I. department. Sgt. Forster left us in 
February, 1953, on posting to the 1st B:tt
talion in Korea. C.S.M. Sykes is waiting to 
join the 1st Battalion and has been relieved 
by C.S.M. Ward, " S " Company, who has 
taken over "H.Q." Company. He has been 
relieved at Barnard Castle by Sgt. Clapperton 
from the 2nd Battalion to whom we extend a 
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hearty welcome, and the hope that his tour 
of Duty will be a happy one. One thing a 
P.S.I. has to do on posting to the T.A. is to 
be prepared to do anything from Instructing 
to " Spud peeling," in order to keep the 
wheels turning. 

This year we go to Larkhill, somewhere 
down South for Annual Training, and it is 
being viewed in rather reserved terms, as the 
whole Division is concentrated in this area. 
The period of Camp, 5th-19th J uly, Hl53, is 
earlier than usual. It is understood that the 
only brick building in the Battalion area is 
the Sergeants' Mess, so we shall no doubt, be 
spared from the '' Floods '' which make life 
very unpleasant when the mess is under 
canvas. 

We will close these notes by sending our 
best wishes to all members of the Regiment, 
wherever they may be, with again, a special 
thought for Members of the 1st Battalion sti ll 
in Korea. 

Football 
In the football world, the Battalion have 

had another good season, and have improved 
on last season's position in the Auckland & 
District League, Division II, by finishing as 
league leaders on goal average. This perform
ance of gaining promotion to the 1st Division 
in the second year of civilian football is 
worthy of the traditions of the Battalion. The 
final placing in the league was: played 20, 
won 15, lost 3, drawn 2, goals for 91, against 
31, points 32. It was unfortunate that Shildon 
Nomads resigned from the league in March, 
otherwise we would have won the league by 
a clear two points, as we lost four points hav
ing beaten them on both occasions. We play 
Shildon Welders in the early part of next 
season to decide the Championship. In the 
league games we won on their ground 4-0 
in the first league game of the season. In the 
return game we fielded a weaker side and 
were surprisingly beaten 2- 1, so the game 
with them will be a real final. We again 
reached the final of the 50th Div. Cup Com
petition, having beaten the 4th Green 
Howards 5-3 in the second round, and 50th 
Div. R.A.S.C. Coln (Hull) 5-l in the semi
final. In the final we met our old friends the 
7th R.N.F.s from Alnwick and were beaten 
3--1, this was a big disappointment to us as 
it was the third time in 4 years we had 
reached the final and it was hoped we would 
win it this year, but we were not disgraced, 
the R.N.F.s were a far stronger team. The 
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final was played at the Stadium, Catter ick 
Camp, and took place on Sunday, 15th 
March, 1953. The conditions were excellent 
and the R.N.F.s ran out worthy winners by 
3 goals to 1. Our team had their chances, but 
weak finishing in front of goal lost us any 
hopes we had of being the victors . Qur goal
keeper, Pte. Robinson, played a grand game 
in goal and but for some wonderful saves by 
him the margin would have been greater. Pte. 
Robinson took over from Pte . Skeels after the 
game with the 4th Green Howards, and 
played his first game against the 50th Div. 
R.A.S.C ., in the semi-final. He has proved a 
first-class goalkeeper and it is hoped we shall 
have his services next season, but we have as 
usual to wait and see. There are quite a 
number of players fancied for higher grade 
football, but we hope they will stay with the 
6th. We have had two or three changes in the 
team since the last notes were published, P te. 
Peareth , "A" Company, ex-1 / D.L.I. , has 
played centre-forward and had his first game 
against Butterknowle, in which he played a 
great part in our victory 4- 3. Butterknowle 
were fancied to win the league but that defeat 
sent them down the ladder. He has played in 
four games and scored four goals. 

We have lost Pte. Atkinson, " H .Q.," who 
has moved to London due to his civilian em-
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ployment, it will be hard to replace him in 
the forward line. 

We consider that next season we shall have 
a stronger side and should do well in the 
Auckland Division I. league and the Army 
Cup. In spite of other units playing profes
sional players, we are still hoping to reach the 
final next season. 

The final placir~ of goal scorers is as 
follows: -All games, league and cup : P te. 
Claydon 19, Pte. Moses 14, Cpl. H eseltine 13, 
P te. Langham 12, Pte. Trotter 11, Pte . Atkin
son 11, P te. Bowtell 11, L J Cpl. Morgan 9, 
P te . Moralee 5, P te. Kelly 4, Pte. Peareth 4, 
P te . Stabler 2, CJSgt. Singlewood 1; total 
117. 

As may be seen from the number of goals 
scored, we have scored often enough, but in 
vital games we fai l to hit the back of the net 
with the frequency we should. 

Taking stock of the season, the team can 
look back with great satisfaction on· its 
achievements and although some players have 
had to stand down to make way for new 
blood, they have readily filled any vacant 
position when called on. We hope that all 
players will " Sign On " again next season. 

If time permits, we are hoping to play a 
practice game at our annual camp but we 
know only too well how hectic life is at 
Camp. 
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We congratulate R.S .M. Armstrong on his 

award of the Meritorious Service Medal and 
we are· sure that not just all ranks of the 
Battalion but all ranks of the Regiment who 
have known R.S.M. Armstrong will wish to 
congratulate him on his well deserved 
award. 

It is justly fit that this award should be 
made whilst still serving with the Battalion to 
which he has given such distinguished service. 

1953 Training Season commenced with a 
number of N.C.O.s' Cadres and Officers' 
Days. The Brigade Commander, Brigadier 
A. ]. D. Turner, D.S.O., M.C., was enter
tained to lunch whilst visiting the Battalion 
during the Officers ' Day training. Since the 
Cadre we have several successful week-end 
camps behind us and are now preparing for 
annual camp. 

Due to our increased numbers the adminis
trative difficulties are greater, especially when 
trying to fit 600 men into a camp that norm
ally holds 300. However, the erection of tents 
soon solved this problem and the weather 
did remain fine . If it )."ains and there are the 
same difficulties our volunteer strength no 
doubt will drop considerably and then it will 
be a case of fitting 200 men into a camp hold
ing 300!! 

The Coronation has occupied a very large 
place in the training and both the Adjutant 
and Regimental Sergeant Major have man
aged after sorting out reams and reams of 
Coronation instructions, and with an occa
sional glance at the Manual of Ceremonial, to 
produce a first-class team capable of holding 
its own in turnout and drill. 

However, there are many other people 
working in the background. The new Quarter-
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master, ordering and changing all the items 
of clothing and equipment necessary for fi t
ting out the troops ; the tai lor with his snip
pings, alterations, medal ribbons and button 
sewing " ons ", the O.R.Q.M.S. whose 
father-in-law (Mr. T. Delicate) has polished 
the Colour P ike so well and at no cost to the 
unit; the P.R.I. who, perhaps a little grudg
ingly, dips his hand into the Fund to buy 
special white blanco and new black sword 
knots and the officers who kindly loaned their 
swords to the Officers and W.O. on parade. 

With the gradual build up of the Battalion 
with National Servicemen comes the hearten
ing news that we have the second largest 
number of N.S . volunteers of any unit in 
Northern Command. We hoped eventually 
they will all become T .A. volunteers. 

The Battalion made a good start to the 
Training Season by winning the Brigade Inter 
Unit ·22 Shoot and so retain the trophy which 
they won last year. The Team was as follows: 

Capt. R. N. Blagburn, Lt. J. B. Stafford, 
C.S.M. G. Ball, Sgts . R. Smith, T. Willis, 
Cpls . R. Hunter, S . Vince, D. Lavin, W. 
Gardner, G. Walton, M. Winship, P te. 
]. G. Marley. 
The Battalion Football Team although 

appearing strong on paper was not able to 
hold its own against the 7 R. N .F. and again 
was knocked out of the 50 (N) Div. Com
petition. 

A great number of National Service officers 
from numerous South Country Regiments 
have been posted to us and on paper we are 
up to Establishment. However, from Surrey 
to Durham is a long way and they are very 
much only with us in spirit. 

BandJSgt. Robson who has most ably con
ducted the Band (in spite of scathing criticism 
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from one reader-see January issue) has most 
deservedly been promoted Bandmaster and is 
most heartily congratulated on this achieve
ment. 

It is not true, however, that he has applied 
for transfer to Kneller Hall ! 

It is with regret we find R.Q.M.S. Jamieson 
leaving us as he has been a pillar of strength 
to this Battalion both from the " Q " side 
and the social side . We wish him the best of 
luck for the future wherever he may be and 
sincerely hope he will visit us as often as he 
can. 

We congratulate Major C. C. Ridley and 
Major G. Robertson on their promotion. 

A welcome is extended to our new Quarter
master, Major F. Ryan, and we hope he will 
be able to settle in after the initial rush of 
work for the Coronation and week-end camp 
preparations which were thrust upon him. 

BETWEEN "ROUNDS" AT vVHITBURN. 

We also welcome the following officers to 
the Battalion:-Lts. J. M. Greener, M. A. 
Clarke, A. D. I. Walker, R. B. White, C. 
Stevens, R. A. Fry, H. J. Blofield, J. M. 
MacClay, F. S. Kerr, M. Taggart, A. T. R. 
Walding. 

" A " and " H.Q." Companies 
Another training season is well under way, 

and-with annual camp earlier than usual 
this year-promises to be more concentrated 
than ever. A Divisional Camp in the Alder
shot-Salisbury Plain area is a prospect all 
ranks are looking forward to, and has given 
an additional interest to training. Thestrepgth 
of the Companies is increasing steadily, and 
it is gratifying to note the numbers of 
National Servicemen who are volunteering as 
T.A. soldiers. 

Major C. C. Ridley has taken over com
mand of "A" / "H.Q." Companies on 
being posted to the unit from " H.Q." 151 
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Inf. Bde. ; Major G. R obertson, pending the 
formation of " A " Company as a separate 
entity in its new quarters, is temporarily free 
to devote all his energies to his mess duties. 
We congratulate both these officers on their 
promotion to Field Rank. 

We welcome Sgt. W. Ireland, who has been 
posted from 2nd Battalion D.L.I. as P.S.I. to 
" A " Company, and hope he will have a 
happy time with us. It is expected that " A " 
Company will soon take over the accommoda
tion being prepared for it and will operate 
separately from " H.Q." Company, when 
the present congestion in the latter Company 
Office will be slightly relieved. At the 
moment, the only person who is sure of a 
chair and room to conduct his legitimate 
business is C.S.M. Clark's youngster, who 
draws his trains and ships with a serene de
tachment envied by his harassed elders. 

In addition to the programme laid down, 
"A" and "H.Q." Companies conducted a 
voluntary week-end camp at Frosterley in 
April. A most successful two days training 
was carried out, and despite a downpour on 
the Saturday evening, the thirty who attended 
agreed the week-end had gone with a swing 
(most of the swing being provided by C.S.M. 
Ball in his endeavours to start his car) . 

Preparations for the Coronation are occupy
ing most of the time of some fortunate mem
bers of "A" and " H.Q. " Companies. 
Those going to London on Coronation duties 
are Cpl. Waugh , Pte. J ones (77), P te. Brown, 
Pte. Crabtree, Pte. Mavin and Pte. Reed , on 
street lining duties. We regret that Sgt. 
Henderson has been obliged to fall out of 
this party. 

A Civic Procession and Service will be held 
at Durham on Sunday, May 31st, and a 
detachment from the Battalion will take part. 

An excellent turnout is anticipated on 2nd 
Tune in the Men's Recreation Room at the 
Drill H all, where the Coronation ceremony 
will be shown on the television set which has 
recently been installed. 

" B " and " S " Companies 
As an experiment, and to try and improve 

the attendance, it was decided to have the 
opening '' Muster ' ' Parade of the season on 
different lines. A supper meal was arranged 
and a free pint of beer supplied to all present. 
The subsequent turnout of 5 Officers and 155 
O.R.s out of the then total of approximately 
215 was considered quite good. As a con
siderable number wrote saying they could not 
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attend owing to their work the percentage 
attending was very high. We were also very 
pleased to see the S.C.F. 50 (N) Div., Major 
W. E. Wright, T.D., amongst us. 

Training is now fully upon us and we have 
experienced two camps on consecutive week
ends. The weather was kind to us and we got 
in some good work towards completing our 
programme. At Whitburn, which was our first 
week-end, a start was made firing the Annual 
Course and a total of 3 Officers and 128 O.R.s 
were present out of both companies. Unfor
tunately all of the Ranges were not ready and 
we had to share one with '' C '' Company 
which cut down the amount of firing on the 
Saturday. However, we had a Range to our
selves on the following day and good progress 
was made. Prizes of cigarettes were offered to 
the best shots and these were won by the 
following : -

L.M.G. 
Pte. Pratt, C., "B" Coy., 89; L /Cpl. 

Harrison, N., "S" Coy., 88; L JCpl. 
Carey, T., "B " Coy., 88. 
Rifle 

Cpl. Holmes, E., "S" Coy., 93; Pte. 
Owens, J., "B" Coy ., 91; Pte. Harland, 
T., " B " Coy., 88. 
The following week-end saw us at Brance

peth in conjunction with "C" Company. 
It included the firing of the Energa Grenade 
and some potential " Tank Busters " were 
discovered . No prizes were offered but it is· 
just as well, the P.S.I. is a non-smoker. It 
was pleasing to see some of our old friends of 
the South Shields Home Guard present with 
us and we hope they enjoyed the training. 

We hope to complete our Annual Courses 
at Whitburn on the 16th / 17th May and have 
in mind some useful shots whom we hope to 
see in the Team competitions later in the year. 
Sgt. Holmes is also very keen to get his 
'' Gunners '' cracking in readiness to win the 
M.M.G. Cup. Time between the opening of 
the training season and annual camp is very 
much less this year but we hope to be on our 
toes and give a good account of " The Chester 
Lads.'' 

Many improvements have been made in 
the appearance of the Men's and Sergeants' 
Rooms lately and they are now much cosier. 
Improved lighting and new floor coverings 
have given them a less barrack room appear
ance. We look forward to the installation of a 
new T.V. Set which is to be a Wall Projection 
model on to a 4' x 3' screen which should 
greatly improve the amenities of the club. 
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This model will not be delivered for a while, 
but we have been promised the loan of a set 
in order that we may see the Coronation . A 
Company library has also been started and 
it is hoped to add one or two books each 
month until we have a well-filled bookcase . 

Sgt. J erm y, W., has arrived to assist in 
the running of" B " Company. We welcome 
him and hope his stay will be a happy one . 
Unfortunately his " pontoon " is up in Octo
ber and he is looking forward to returning to 
Civvy Street. Since the disbandment of 2 
D.L.I. in 1947 he has served with 1 K.S.L.I. 
in Hong Kong and Korea. We offer our con
gratulations to him on his recent award of the 
L.S. and G.C. Medal which was presented to 
him while serving with the K.S.L.I. 

Cpl. Hunter, R. , one of the old stalwarts 
of " S " Company finished his time recently 
and we are sorry to see him go. He will be 
greatly missed on the Company and Battalion 
Shooting teams. 

L jCpl. Harland, N., is to be congratulated 
on his appointment to that rank and we hope 
to see him further up the ladder before long. 
He was a member of the Company before the 
War and has shown continued interest since 
the T.A. reformed. Other promotions include 
the following N .S. men who retained their 
Regular Army rank on volunteering, Cpls. 
Johnson,G. D., and Humphreys,T.; L j Cpls. 
Carey, T., Collinson, J., Daley, E., Laing, 
N., and Murphy, J. We offer them our con
gratulations and wish them a happy stay with 
the Company. 

" C " Company 
The Training Season opened with a 

" Muster " Parade for which the Company 
paraded at nearly full strength- 120 ''Bods'' 
- a most gratifying sight after the quiet of 
the Close Season. 

A resume of the training and forthcoming 
events was given by the O.C. The Company 
was then photographed on parade (the local 
Police have requested a print for their Art 
Gallery) and we adjourned for quite sub
stantial refreshments and a general get
together in the Company Club. 

The week-end camps so far have been very 
successful, due partly to the excellent weather 
we have had. It is surprising how the 
standard of training improves with the sun
shine. The only complaint was the Cup F inal 
again coinciding with a week-end camp. We 
shall have to request the Football Association 
to arrange future games after consultation 
with the Training Officer. 
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We were fortunate in having five men of 
the Company selected to form part of the 
successful Battalion Team, which again won 
the Brigade ·22 Shoot. 

The following N.C .O.s arc congratulated on 
their recent promotions : - Sgt. T. Li ttle, Cpl. 
T. Christer, Cpl. R. W. Curry . 

It is regretted that Marshals' Batons for 
their knapsacks are not yet available, as 
owing to the heavy demand for them at the 
Coronation, they a re in short supply. 

We send out best wishes to all ex-members 
of the Company, especially those serving in 
Korea. 

" D " Company 
The Training Season has commenced again 

and at the date of writing we have had one 
week-end camp at Whitburn. Fortunately the 
weather was excellent and firing was accord
ingly good . We feel that marriage allowance 
for three days training will stimulate tha t 
Advance Party feeling? At least C.S.?II. Bain
bridge assures us it will. A pleasing feature of 
the Whitburn week-end was the strong turn
out of N .S . men, some of whom are extremely 
good shots. It looks as though we can safely 
defend our " Best P latoon in the Brigade " 
title when it comes to Range Firing. 

On the 1st of February the Sergeants' Mess 
Shoot was held at Chester-le-Street, but un
fortunately our representatives did not do as 
well as last year. However, the Battalion won 
the 151 Bde. at Fenham . " D " Company 
were represented by Sgt. Smith, Cpl. Winship 
and L / Cpl. Carr. We much congratulate our 
P .S. I. , C.S.M. Davidson, who has the Com
pany running on wheels and whose adminis
tration arrangements make these shows run 
so smoothly. 

At the moment our thoughts are directed to 
our forthcoming annual camp, particularly 
to the terrors of Salisbury Plain and more 
particularly to that mid camp week-end in 
London- roll on July. 

Officers' Mess 

Very little of note affecting the Mess has 
occurred since the last issue of the j ournal. 
Various officers have attended courses to 
better equip them for the coming training 
season and there has also been good attend
ance by officers on several Divisional and 
Brigade exercises. 

Ramsey Peart and Arnold Camsey are 
training and rehearsing for Coronation Day 
when the former will command the Bat-

D.L.I. REGIMENTA L JOURNAL 

talion's detachment in the procession from 
the Abbey and the latter will be carrying the 
Queen's Colours with the street lining troops. 
The Battalion will also be represented on the 
Sunday prior to Coronation Day, on a parade 
through Durham City, culminating in a Ser
vice in the Cathedral. 

We are looking forward to annual camp in 
the Aldershot area when we will be able to 
welcome into the Mess those National Service 
officers who live away from the Durham 
district. 

Sergeants' Mess 
We open the Quarterly contribution with 

our congratulations to R.S.M. R. Armstrong 
on the well deserved award of the Meritorious 
Service Medal. To all who know him, this 
award will perhaps evoke no surprise . His 
record of long service in the Regiment is 

\N.O.s AND SGTS. H .ouGH!NG IT. 

known to most of us and his example of de
votion to duty as a Regular soldier is one 
which is strongly admired. His t ireless efforts 
as R.S.M. of this Battalion since 1947 are 
worthy of the highest praise and we sincerely 
hope that he will be with us for some years 
yet. 

It is with the greatest regret that with this 
issue we say farewell to R.Q.M.S. E. L. 
J amieson , another of our stalwarts, and a 
member with a long record of service with the 
Regiment and who has served as R.Q.M.S. of 
this Battalion since reconstitution in 1947 . 
" J amie " will no doubt be best remembered 
as R.S .M. of the Regimental Depot during 
the war years but quite a number of us re
member his good record of service with the 
2nd Battalion before the war years . His ser
vices as R.O.M.S. with this Battalion have 
been invalu~ble and we say without the 
slightest hesitation that he will be hard to 
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replace. Our best wishes '' J amie '' for the 
future. 

It is " strict " tra ining for those members 
selected for the Coronation. Mess members 
taking part are : R.S .M. R. Armstrong, Sgt. 
Carr, Sgt . Coxon and Sgt. Little . Tra ining 
has been carried out at week-end camps and 
one special Sunday training day has been 
held. I ssue and fitting of No. 1 Dress has also 
been carried out. 

Annual Training this year is being held at 
Aldershot from 4th / 19th J uly and as this is a 
Divisional Camp it is expected that a stren
uous time is ahead . 

New additions to the Permanent Staff a re 
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Sgts. Ireland and J ermy posted to "A" 
and " B " Companies respectively. A hearty 
""elcome to them both. 

We welcome to the Mess also, Sgt. Little of 
" C " Company and offer our congratula
tions on his promotion. 

We would like to thank R.S.M. Thomasson, 
1\I. B .E., for the invitation to the presentation 
of new Colours to the 2nd Battalion and very 
much regret that we were unable to send a 
representative. 

Our thanks to R.S.M. W . Rafferty and 
mess members of the Depot Mess for their 
hospitality during the week-end camp held at 
Brancepeth on 2nd f Brd May. 

THE 68i th REGIMENT OF FOOT 
THE PITY US (County of Durham) VOLUNTEERS 

At last the great question has been decided. 
After months of speculation the names of the 
party representing the GS!th at the Corona
tion have been announced . The Officers were 
decided by the ancient method of '' names
in-a-hat.'' This was organised by the 
Adjutant, Capt . Poot, with the Carrier 
Officer, Capt. Camshaft, as official observer 
to see that there was no deception . The name 
of each officer was written on a slip of paper 
and the slips were stirred round in a hat . 
Finally, two slips were pulled out at random, 
the officers wh:>se names they bore being the 
lucky pair. We are being represented at the 
Coronation by Capt . Poot, the Adjutant, and 
Capt . Camshaft , of the Carriers. It has also 
been announced that, while Capt. Poot is to 
march in the procession, Cap t. Camshaft is 
to line the route. This it is felt is a mistake. 
Considering the relative builds of our two 
Captains, Camshaft would have survived the 
march better, while Capt. Poot could effec
tively line qui te a long length of the route by 
himself, thus saving valuable shipping space 
bringing over Empire Forces for that purpose . 
It seems that the decision was made after a 
sword drawing competition. The officer lining 
the route has occasionally to draw his sword . 
Capt. Camshaft was able to draw his. Capt . 
Poot cannot even see his, and a Lance
Corporal has to stand in front of him when 
he is groping for it and gu ide him . 

In the meantime there has been consider
able practice in Heavy Infantry marching . 
We did not realise until now how great was 
the advantage in being L ight Infantry. While 
our detachment was marching at the slower 

time th rough the main streets of Pity Us one 
evening, they were arrested for loitering, and 
it was only the R.S . .M.'s presence of mind in 
saying that they were auxiliary firemen called 
out in an emergency that saved them from a 
night in the cells. You may think that the 
policeman should have recognised their uni
forms. If you have ever been through a 
mining town like Pity Us you would realise 
that it is not always easy to distinguish 
between a T .A. parade and a shift coming off 
work. The R .S.M. himself is marching in the 
Coronation, which shows how important it 
must be. Mr. Cancarry, the R.S.i\I., is rum
oured to be in special training for the occa
sion. He spends his days in cross-country 
running, training for the march, and his 
evenings in the ?11ess, training for the 
celebrations. 

We feel in the 63!th that we should appoint 
a new Honorary Colonel. Although the glory 
of Ma rshal Ney will probably live for ever , 
we think that it would be better to have a 
living person , if possible, for the job. Of 
course, the natural choice was that famous 
soldier who so well upheld the best traditions 
of the British Army in the desert and Western 
E urope in the last war , and whose praise was 
never sung so loud in Britain as now, nearly 
ten years afte r the war. But unfortunately 
Field l\Iarshal R ommel is dead, so we cannot 
have him. It seems that we will have to fall 
back on one of those British Commanders, 
who, to judge by the popular press, either 
won because the enemy gave the battle away 
to them, or because Sir Winston, then Mr. 
Churchill, came over personally to show them 
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how it should be done. It is a pity that after 
a "·ar that brought so many fine soldiers into 
view that we should have to fall back on 
someone who, as most newspapers agree, won 
his battles merely by chance or numerical 
superiority. 

In this respect at least, the 68!th will be a 
credit to any Commander under whom they 
rna\· serve in the future. There will be . no 
chance of saying their performance was due 
to superior numbers, at least not if the 
present recruiting standard is anything to go 
by. The National Service element only 
appears occasionally at parades. They do 
attend some week-end camps, just sufficient 
to satisfy the legal requirements, and of 
course their fifteen days at annual camp in 
the summer. ?IIost of the time when they are 
there they stand about ask ing such difficult 
questions as "What about the grub? " or 
after a long and tedious lecture on some 
specialist weapon, shrug their shoulders and 
turn away with, " Never did it like that in 
the Blankshires." 

The T.A.personnel are content now to leave 
the details of soldiering to the ational Ser
vicemen. They concentrate on the thing for 
which they joined the T.A. in the first place, 
that is, to get away from the wife and drink 
beer in peace with the lads. Close study of 
the Volunteers shows another interesting 
characteristic. Every so many years the 
Volunteer " packs in. " This means that the 
period for which he signed on has ended, and 
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he is a civilian with no part in the T.A. Then 
after a few weeks he signs on again . The 
practical effect of such coming and going is 
this: While he is in the T.A. he does very 
little work. He is mainly occupied in sitting 
about in the bar, drinking large quantities of 
beer and complaining about last camp. Some
times he wears battle dress to do this, but 
more often, denims, or usually, his civilian 
clothes. But when he is out of the T.A., and 
thinking of signing on again, he becomes a 
very efficien t soldier. He appears in a smart 
battle dress, with the correct shoulder titles, 
works hard at whatever his proper work is, 
and generally tries to make himself so useful 
that he can claim afterwards that the Com
pany Commander personally asked him to 
rejoin. H aving rejoined, and very pleased he 
is too, he si ts back in the bar and bores every
one to tears by telling them how the T .A. 
nearly went to pieces the last time he left , and 
how the C. I.G.S . sent word, through the 
Company Commander, that he was to rejoin, 
and so save the Army and the Nation. 

Should anyone wish to visit the representa
tives of the GS!th in London at the Corona
tion, they will-be found, on the day, beside 
the 3,748th lamp-post on the left as you leave 
the P alace and will be wearing their distinc
tive uniform of battle dress, gum-boots, white 
scarves and flat 'ats; or afterwards at the 
" Wormwood Arms," by permission of the 
Governor. 
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17th BATIALION THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT (9 D.L.I.) T.A. 

General 
The fi rst quarter of the year in the T.A. is 

always a busy one and this one has been no 
exception. After the Xmas break with all its 
festivities including two very good children's 
parties, one in Gateshead and one for '' B '' 
Company at Norton, drill nights commenced 
again in late J anuary. Individual t raining 
and synthetic parachute training were the 
main objectives for the quarter. At the end 
of February and early in Jlarch a junior 
N.C.O.s Cadre was run and the following 
promotions resulted :-

To be Corporals. 
L ICpl. Haden, "A" Coy. ; L ICpl. 

Parkinson, "B" Coy.; L ICpl. Bower, 
"B" Coy.; L ICpl. Stones, " H .Q." 
Coy. (?II.T.); L ICpl. Christer, " H .Q." 
Coy (Sigs) . 
To be Lance-Corporals . 

Pte Stobbs, " C " Coy. ; P te. Miller, 
"H.Q. " Coy. (Sigs .); Pte . Edwards, 
"H.Q." Coy, (Sigs.); Pte. Sullivan, "B " 
Coy.; Pte. Kirton, "B" Coy. ; Pte. 
?11acdonald, "B " Coy. 
The Battalion ·22 team has been going from 

strength to strength since our last notes were 
written . 

In the January 16 AB Div. Competition, 
we were victorious for the fifth time in the A 
Division competition for Battalion teams by 

a comfortable margin of 65 points. Results 
of the Competition were : - 1st, 17 Para., 
672; 2nd, 12 Para ., 607; 3rd, 11 Para., .:;8:3. 

The team cons~sted of l\Iajor]. H . Thorpe, 
"S" Coy., Capt. H. L. Carey, "H.Q." 
Coy., R.S.M. C. A. Ainger, :VI.B.E., Bn. 
H.Q. Sgt. P. Stapley, "S "Coy., Cpl. A. M. 
Burns, "S" Coy., Cpl. H. Barnett, "C" 
Coy., Cpl. W. R. Bruce, "H.Q." Coy ., 
L I Cpl. Haden, "A" Coy., L I Cpl. Weather
ley, " A " Coy., L I Cpl. Middleton " A " 
Coy., Pte . Lavender, "S " Coy., and Pte. 
A. Forster, " S " Coy. 

In the April Competition the Battalion 
team was again victorious by an uncomfort
able margin of ·3 thus winning the cup for 
the sixth time, a feat unsurpassed by any unit 
since the competition was started in 1!)48. 
Results were:-lst, 17 Para., 665·8; 2nd, 1() 
Para., 665·3; 3rd , 131 AB Engrs. Regt., Gil·L 

R.S.?II. Ainger, 1\I.B.E. , is to be congratu
lated on getting the top score in the January 
competition with 59 out of 60 and Sgt. Dean 
and Cpl. Barnett in the April competition 
with the same score . The team for the April 
Competition was the same as above with the 
exception of l.Iajor Thorpe, Sgt. Stapley and 
L I Cpl. Middleton whose places were taken 
by the Adjt. (Capt. S. l\I. Scott), Sgt. R. H. 
Dean, and Pte. G. P. Moore of" C" Coy. 

In April, " A " Coy again showed their 
prowess at ·22 shooting and came third in 
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the " B " Division Competition in which the 
result was : - 1st, " H.Q " Coy. 16 Para., 
3:32; 2nd, "D " Coy 11 Para., 331·6; 3rd , 
"A " Coy 17 Para., 331·5. 

On 14th / 15th ~Iarch the Brigade Boxing 
took place at Lichfield and the following 
represented the Battalion:-

Lightweights: L f Cpl. MacDonald, "B " 
Coy.; L / Cpl. Corner, " H.Q." Coy.; 
Pte. Cassidy, " C" Coy. 

Light Welter: Sgt. Owens, " B " Coy. 
Welter: Sgt. Maddison, "C" Coy.; Cpl. 

Christer , " H .Q." Coy. 
Light Middle: Pte. Korber, " B " Coy. 
Middle: Pte. Christer , "S " Coy. 
Light Heavy: Pte. Holm, " C " Coy. 
Heavy: Pte. Foreman , " B " Coy. 
The result of the Competition was:-

1st, 17 Para. , 15 points; 2nd, 18 Para., 
11 points; 3rd, 45 P ara. Fd. Amb., 10 

B ox i NG TE.~M , 17TH BK. THE PARACH UTE 
REG IMENT (9 D.L.f.) T.A. \'VINNERS OF 45 

PARA. BoE. CuP, ~lARCH, 1953. 
Sta11ding, left to right : Ptes. T . S. A. Macdonald, 

J. Cassidy, T . Owens, A. H olm, W . J. Christer, 
J. Korber, Lfc. A. Comer. 

Seated, left to right : Lfc. T. E. Christcr, Sgt. W. 
:\!addison, Sgt. ~I. Owens, Lt . Col. R. B. 
Humphreys (Commanding Officer), R.S.l\'I. 
C. A. Ainger , ~I.B.E., Sgt. J. H. Overy, 
P te. \ '\'. Forema n. 

points; 4th, 12 Para., 6 points; 5th, 16 
Indep Coy ., 5 points; 6th, 299 AB Sqn. 
R.E., 4 points. 
A very satisfactory result which brought 

the only Brigade Cup which was not adorning 
the Sgts Mess to Gateshead for the first time. 
Sgt. Owens and Pte. Foreman took part in 
the Brigade Boxing team in the Divisional 
Competition at the end of March. 

Whitburn, Bellerby and Thornaby week
end camps have come and gone, and so we 
go on. At the time of writing, the Coronation 
parties are all getting ready for their onerous 
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task and large parcels of clothes and accoutre
ments arrive daily from ordnance, much to 
the chagrin of the Q.M. and the redoubtable 
Sgt. J acobson. 

We now look forward with eagerness to the 
Brigade Rifle Meeting which will take place at 
Strensall on 23rd f 24th May. 

We cannot close these notes without record
ing that two very well known figures at Burt 
Terrace Drill Hall have now left us for other 
jobs. The first is Mr. Chapman, the caretaker 
and the second is Mr. " Joe " Sentence who 
looked after the men's canteen. Both have 
been with the Battalion for some considerable 
time, and are greatly missed. 

" A " Company 
Since our last notes, we have managed to 

survive the horrors of the yearly Admin. 
Inspection (passed incidentally, with flying 
colours), and we are now settled down in 
preparation for a long, hard , but interesting 
training season. Our first week-end camp at 
Whitburn Ranges proved quite successful 
even though we had the usual share of strong, 
cold wind from the sea. Our visit to Bellerby 
Ranges a couple of weeks later was equally 
enjoyable . 

" A " Company gained no medals on the 
recent Battalion Group Ex Airspeed II, being 
reserve company, but Cpl. Wilkinson and 
Pte. Ellwood had their usual " near thing " 
experiences on the descent. 

The attendance of the Company is growing 
slowly but surely. There was a repeat of bad 

· luck in the Division Sub-Unit ·22 Competi
tion, with " A Company gaining a decimal 
placing of third, last time it was second, so 
we hope that third time will be lucky. 

' ' A ' ' Company is well represented in the 
Battalion Shooting Team, with Sgt. Dean, 
Sgt. F leming, Sgt. Maw, and Cpl. Haden, it 
is a pity that L / Cpl. Weatherley, one of our 
best shots, will not be available . We arc sorry 
to have lost young Pte. Bethell to the regular 
army, having only just completed a Para
chute Course. We welcome Pte . Baxter, G., 
an old 4th Battalion Parachutist to our ranks, 
also Pte. Oldham and P te. Stephan, new
comers to military life, but anxious to have 
the experience of parachuting . 

" B " Company 
Last quarter brought us from the lethargy 

of winter to activity of full training, 2 week
ends on the range, one at Whitburn and the 
other at Bellerby brought most of us qualifi
cation in both rifle and bren and freedom 
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from Bounty worry for the rest of the year. 
The first Parachuting week-end was at 

Thornaby, always our best week-end station 
only this time, owing to the Drill Hall being 
taken over as an '' operation room ' ' the 
W.A.A.F. were unable to put on their usual 
Friday and Saturday evening dances, per
haps just as well for '' take off '' was 
scheduled early for Sunday morning. 

Saturday's practice J ump at Greathamfrom 
C 119s ran true to form in the North East 
with frequent stand to's, get readys , etc., 
until finally at 7.30 the jump was cancelled 
owing to heavy wind over the dropping zone, 
this company suffered badly in that the DZ 
was within easy travelling distance from our 
homes and consequently wives, sweethearts, 
friends, etc., flocked in droves to see a drop 
that did not come off- better luck next time. 

Despite many rumours, we took off as 
scheduled on Sunday morning, including 
personnel of " B " Company attached to 
" C " Company, and after an hour's flight 
we were over the DZ at Upper Heyford , 
Oxfordshire, and the fun began . 

A long twisting approach march along 
hedgerows brought us right up to the airfield 
unobserved and the Yanks were almost 
caught unawares, but we were under fire as 
the attack went in. 

A hectic hour and then it was all over and 
we could sum up the situation , two objectives 
out of three seemed good going but who can 
tell when only blanks were fired, there cer
tainly seemed to be Yanks everywhere . 

The muster after the standdown produced a 
sorry sight in the shape of several who had 
bumped against fire tenders and received a 
goodly charge of H 20. 

A hearty meal, draw chutes and off again 
to land at Thornaby at 18 .00 hrs. and so 
home. 

" C " Company 
As we told you in our last notes, we have 

a very small contingent of Volunteers. Our 
strength has increased quite a lot but it is a 
N.S .M. non-volunteer increase. We were 
lucky enough to get 5 of our T.A. Volunteers 
away on a Para. Course and are pleased to 
say they came through with flying colours. 

We are well on the way to winning the 
Attendance Cup for 1953 having taken 1st 
place in the first quarter. By doing this we 
made history. We intend to keep it up . 

Our Company is well represented in the 
Battalion Rifle Team in spite of our youth 
and lack of numbers. 

21;:3 

We have C /Sgt. Etherington, Sgt. Middle
ton, Ptes. l\Ioore and Holm to uphold the 
Company honour at the Brigade Shoot where 
we hope they will help to capture innumer
able prizes . 

We have had two Range week-ends so far 
this year at Whitburn and Bellerby. Being a 
very young company we are proud of the 
fact that we had 2 i\Iarksmen and 14 1st Class 
Shots on Rifle and 7 Marksmen and 5 1st 
Class Shots on L. M.G., Cf Sgt. Etheringfton, 
Sgt. Middleton , Sgt. Maddison and Ptes. 
Holm and Moore excelling themselves on 
both . 

Our only Parachuting weekend took the form 
of an attack on an American Aerodrome. 
Each Commanding Officer was satisfied with 
the results. " C " Company's only casualty 
being a rifle that chose to descend on its own. 
We did'nt see much of our P.S.I. as he was 
again getting his own back despatching us. 
Maybe we'll see more of him at Annual 
Camp. We were looking forward to more Air
craft Descents but our luck is out, and we 
must be content with balloons for the rest of 
the year. 

We have said good-bye to three of our T.A. 
Volunteers and wish them luck with the 
Regular Forces . 

Our social life has been quiet, having had 
only two Company Socials. Both a success, 
but not up to the standard required for future 
occasions. We are now trying our hand at 
running a " C " Company Dance. If Sgt. 
Overy, our P.S.I. , does as well at this as he 
did at the Sergeants' Ball we shall have no 
complaints. 

" S " Company 
We are all very sorry to say good-bye to 

Major T horpe who has transferred to " B " 
Company and offer a very warm welcome to 
the new Company Commander, Capt. H . L. 
Carey. We trust that he will be very happy 
with us. 

Little has happened from our training point 
of view except for a day of field fi ring. The 
M.M.G.s had a good shoot, but the Mortars 
only fired 30 bombs, 10 of which were blinds. 

Our attendance has dropped considerably 
since last year, but we hope to rectify that 
by holding a Company week-end. Of course 
we have lost a lot of the old faces to the 
Regular Army and have gained many more 
N.S. men who are welcome. 

Ex Air Stream II proved a great success 
for our small dets. and congratulations are 
due both to M.l\I.G. and Mortars for an 
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excellen t show of k it humping. (It was a 
great pity that the Mortars jeep whistled in 
better luck nex t time) . 

" H.Q." Company 
The training tempo is just about at its peak 

at the moment . Lt. Schofield (who has taken 
over the Sigs. from Capt. Carey) is an ex
tremely busy man. H is difficulties have not 
been alleviated in anyway by " Airstream, " 
with its h igh R.T . mortality rate-not to 
mention k ind-hearted philanthrop ists from 
other companies who distribute 88 sets in 
the form of largesse to improverished guest 
umts. 

The i.VI. T.O. also received the news of his 
pranged jeep wi th anything but equanimity . 
Vainly we tried to persuade the gunners that 
1t was their vehicle which nose-dived so 
elegently. They were adamant, and sadly we 
ruminated upon the in justice of iden tification 
marks and numbers. The only person to be 
anyway elated about the tragedy was P te . 
Cromarty, who up till then, had been faced 
with a long and tedious night drive back from 
Oxfordshire . 

We hope to make Sgt. H alpin a happier 
man some week-end in J uly when it is hoped 
to hold a Company week-end camp. There, 
relieved of the herculean task of carrying the 
Battalion, we hope to put our transport house 
in order and get down to the business of pass
ing out some of our M.T. " white hopes " in 
time for Camp . The cooks will be rubbing 
Boy Scouts together to make fires for their 
field cooking efforts ; and of course signals 
will be steeping themselves in in their usual 
mysticism. As we are hoping to use R avens
worth for our jamboree, the problem of 
accommodation and so forth docs not arise 
and we have great hopes of running that 
much-threatened Company Party on the 
Saturday evening . 

We extend our salutations to Capt . Carey 
upon attaining his command , but wish for h is 
sake that it had been any company but " S. " 
We feel he deserved better luck! 

Sergeants' Mess 
The fi rst quar ter of the year, as is usual , 

passed over very quietly . T he Permanen t 
Staff enjoyed, as is their wont, at this time, 
a portion of well-earned leave, and an atmos
phere of calm, almost cloistered peace has 
pervaded the Mess, broken only by the 
Weekly Social E venings. 

The commencement of the train ing season 
has, however, shattered all that and \Ve are 
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now fully back into harness, with week-end 
camps coming thick and fast upon us . 

Our Annual Ba ll, held on 20th March was a 
most successful evening. 

T_here was much tripping of the light fan
tastic and many members are no mean ex
ponents of the terpischorean a rt. 

It was also noted that some of our less 
inhibited members had done more than 
merely gaze on the wine when it was red . 

. At the end of the evening it was only with 
d1 ffic~lty that they were restrained from put
tmg m a little synthetic training by doing 
quick" sticks "from the balcony . 

T alking of successful evenings reminds us 
of a visitor we had at one of our recen t social 
evenings. Brought along by one of the Mess 
members the R. S.M. introduced none other 
than B ill Speakman , V .C. H e was given a 
great welcome, and, during the evening was 
presented by the Mess with a P arachute 
Regimental T ie, a gift which obviously 
touched " Big B ill " very much . 

_This presentation was most appropriate as 
Bill was on his way to join 21 S .A.S. Regi
ment. Incident ly , there is no t ruth in the 
rumour that , because he is 6~ ft . tall and 
weighs 16 stones , he is going on heavy drop
ping wi th multi-parachutes. 

The Brigade boxing week-end at Lichfield 
on 14th / 15th March say 17 Battalion well 
r epresented. Sgts. Mark Owens and Bill 
Maddison made their presence felt and we 
congratulate Mark on his winning in h is 
weight . 

(Incidentally, the Battalion now holds all 
the Brigade Cups- Sports Cup, Parachuting 
Cup, Shooting Cup and Boxing Cup-which 
is just as it should be .) 

The T. A. Cross-Country Run at Melton 
Mowbray saw Sgt. Mark Owens again (per
haps not so well to the fore) when he and 
Sgt. J oe Ross gained 14th place in that event. 

Our first week-end camp this year was at 
Whitburn on the 27th /29th March. The 
weather on that bleak headland, was sur
prisingly k ind. Since then we have invaded 
the Yorkshire Moors (Bellerby Ranges) for 
F ield Firing and R ange classification-it is 
rumoured that large quantities of mutton 
have since been eaten in that area . 

Our P arachuting week-end at Thornaby 
(always a favourite spot) was highly success
ful. The success of our attack (from Thorn
aby) on an American Airfield in the South 
can be seen from the number of " Cee-gars " 
that are now being smoked in the Mess. 
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Being members of the Northumberland and 
Durham Petty Officers' and Sergeants' Associa
tion we were invited to enter a team for their 
Annual ·22 R ifle Competition. It was with 
great pleasure that our team, R.S.M. C. A. 
Ainger, :.\I.B.E., Sgt. Dean, Ex-R.S.l\1. 
McCaughey and Ex-Sgt. l\Iartin , brought 
back the prizes. The Capt. Swan Silver Cup 
for the winning team and the Major Stephen
son Goblet presented for the highestindividual 
score which was obtained by Ex-Sgt. Martin. 

Their scores were: -R.S.l\I . C. A. Ainger, 
M.B.E., 87; Sgt. R. H. Dean, 97; R.S.M. C. 
McGaughey, 97; Sgt . l\Iartin, 98. H .P.S. 100 . 

Hearty congratulations to the team on their 
fine shooting. 

Officers' Mess 
Currently the greatest comings and goings 

are occurring amongst the ~Iedicine Men in 
our midst. The last month has seen the 
advent of Nigel Sprague and Selby Wraithe, 
ostensibly to join the Brigade Field 
Ambulance. 

Unfortunately, however, our own beloved 
R .M.O., Pat Anderson, is having to go on to 
T .A.R.O. due to pressure of work and study. 
We are hoping that one of these " local lads " 
will take up the Staff of Office from Pat 
instead of disappearing behind " Col. Brad
field's " somewhat exclusive red screens. 

We are terribly sorry to lose Capt. Anderson 
and extend to bot.b. Mrs . Anderson and him
self our best wishes for the future and much 
success with his l\I.D. thesis. We console our
selves that as Bishop Auckland is not exactly 
a far flung outpost of the Empire, we shall be 
seeing them from time to time. 

By way of further influx, we have one 
John Hayes from the 14th Battalion , who is 
to be a guest driller, as it were, during the 
period of his sojourn in the shadow of the 
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Cathedral, what time he performs those 
civilian functions required of him by his firm. 

He has taken on the onerous duties of 2f i.c. 
of the recalcitrant " C " Company for the 
nonce, for which many commiserations. 

At Dinner on the lst May we were hon
oured to entertain the Brigadier and the 
Brigade Major, Col. Sell, of the 8th Battalion 
D.L.I., ;\Iajor Fanning Evans the Depot 
Commander, Capt. Bartram of the Gth Bat
talion D.L.I. and our own familiar Capt. 
Rose . 

We are sorry to hear that this was possibly 
the last occasion upon which we shall see 
John for some time, as he and i\Irs. Rose arc 
off to seek fame and fortune in Canada in the 
very near future . We wish them both God 
Speed and Jolly Good Luck. 

Of the Dinner itself we have heard nothing 
but good reports in spite of (or more prob
ably because of) the absence of the P.;\I.C. 
This year we were able to use the vacant 
caretaker's quarters for preparation and to 
have dinner served actually in the ~less which 
set off the refurbished silver to good advant
age. We should like to say at this juncture 
how deeply sensible we are to the labour of 
love, as faithfully shouldered by Col. Swin
burne, Col. Gatherall and the Board of 
Trustees, in the maintenance and care of the 
silver and tables. We hope when our turn 
comes, it may be said of us that we are as 
assiduous and vigilant in upholding the 
charge handed on . 

" Blessed Events " arc in the news again . 
We offer our present congratulations and con
dolences for eighteen years hence to Ken and 
Peggy Lunn and Stewart and Enid Scott on 
the advent of their respective daughters. 
(Recapitulating, that doesn't seem to scan the 
way it should. But you know what we mean, 
one between two in the normal way.) 

A T.A. WEEK-END 
Out of a cloudless sky there came into view 

an American Cl19, or more commonly 
known as an American Boxcar. It was a 
Friday afternoon at a small Auxiliary Air 
Force Aerodrome near the Yorkshire and 
Durham border in the month of May. 

Word had gone round that our visi tors were 
in the circuit a quarter of an hour ahead of 
time and the reception party jumped into any 
available transport and hurried to the Control 
Tower. No sooner had one of these great 
monsters of the air landed than another hove 

in view, and so it went on until all nine had 
come safely to earth. Out stepped our 
American friends laden with suitcases and 
raincoats and passed through the Customs; a 
mere formality which they arc used to by 
now. The Station bus was waiting for them 
and after parking their machines in neat rows 
on either side of a subsidiary runway they 
were taken off to their respective messes. 

The week-end had started and after tea an 
aircrew briefing was held in the briefing room 
to discuss plans for the morrow. The " :.\let " 
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man was there, a very important man for a 
parachuting week-end; the weather was going 
to be favourable. The American Mission 
Commander and his pilots discussed D.Zs. 
and recce flights . The Battalion Commander 
of the T .A. Battalion involved, said his little 
piece and gave off his proposed programme 
for the week-end. The R.A.F. Station Com
mander was there to answer questions about 
his aerodrome . The R.A.F. D .Z. Safety 
Officer and Marshalling Officer were present 
with the Senior Despatchers and finally the 
Representative Officer from Transport Com
mand and the Navigator who had arrived 
that afternoon from Dishforth Aerodrome in 
Yorkshire. 

After about an hour everything was 
thrashed out and all was set for the Satur
day's programme. During the morning when 
the military briefing was going on the 
American pilots would be flown down to 
Oxfordshire in one of their planes and shown 
the Dropping Zone for Sunday. En route, 
they would pass over the D.Z. for Saturday 
afternoon, a local airport about eight miles 
away. Parachuting was to take place at 
3 p.m. Two jeeps were to be loaded onto the 
heavy-drop plane by trained teams of T .A. 
soldiers, who in a week-end course, had 
mastered the rudiments of lashing and loading 
onto platforms: the Coles crane was standing 
by for this tricky operation. As evening came 
the T.A. soldiers started to arrive, each check
ing in at the Airborne Control Officer's office 
near the entrance to the aerodrome so that it 
was possible to tell how many troops were in 
at any given moment. It is not a T.A . 
soldier's strong point answering attendance 
cards and until mid-day Saturday only a 
fortune teller could forecast how many would 
be on the week-end. 

Throughout the night those from further 
afield came in. Transport was continually ply
ing to and from the station. The Gunners 
arrived from London, the Independent Path
finder Company Contingent arrived from 
Lincoln, parties from the other Battalions in 
the Brigade arrived from Birmingham and 
Bradford, the Parachute Lorries arrived from 
Cardington in Bedfordshire, the Sappers 
arrived from Hull , the Field Ambulance and 
R.E.M.E. Contingents arrived from Birming
ham, until by 06.00 hrs. on Saturday morn
ing most of the beds in the large hangar, 
where the troops were sleeping, were occu
pied. The Quartermaster and his Staff had a 
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sleep!ess 24 hours issuing blankets, as the 
parties came in. 

The General had flown in on Friday even
ing from London and the Brigadier had 
motored up from York. All was set for a 
good week -end . 

On Saturday morning at 09·00 hrs. the 
C.O. held his " 0 " Group for the Sunday's 
Operation. A large cloth model, aerial photo
graphs, maps and pictures of the Battalion 
R.V. in Oxfordshire adorned the briefing 
room . The object of the exercise was to attack 
a large American aerodrome some 10 miles 
north of Oxford. The D.Z. was to be five 
miles from the aerodrome. The plan was to 
fade into the country making all use of cover 
after landing, whilst a small mobile force did 
a diversionary attack on another side of the 
airfield. The opposition was about 2,400 as 
against 250. Obviously in a daylight opera
tion it meant making the maximum use of 
surprise! ! 

Whilst the " 0 " Group was in progress, 
the men were being polished up on their air
craft drill. It was the first jump of the year 
and good aircraft drill preliminary to jump
ing makes all the difference in the way each 
individual exit is made and whether the sticks 
come out evenly. 

The rest of the morning was taken up with 
Company Comds. briefing. " Now, Pte. 
Smith, what does the R.V. look like? " " It 
is a stone built barn, sir, with a gable end in 
the middle due north of the D.Z. We leave 
the buildings bordering the D.Z. on our left 
and there will be blue smoke going up near 
the barn to guide us there, sir." " R ight, 
now have you all got that." And so on . Each 
man must know what he leaves on the D.Z . 
and what he takes with him. 

"You, Pte. Jones, will wait on the edge 
of the D .Z. and collect the Mortar jeep when 
it lands, do you understand?" " Yes, sir." 
And so on. 

Dinners at 12.30 and off to draw para
chutes. There is a nasty gusty wind getting 
up . A phone call from the local airport from 
the R.A.F. D.Z. Safety Officer announced 
that the windspeed is gusting over 20 m.p.h. 
No jumping possible. The local populace had 
turned out to see little Willy jump. " Oh, 
what a shame, a brilliant sunny afternoon and 
a light breeze, they must be coming soon." 
There is work to be done, further briefing 
and packing of equipment such as wireless 
sets, 3" mortars, M.M.G.s, L.M.G.s and rifles. 
Parachutes are stacked in the planes and the 
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men are marched away to carry on with 
preparations for tomorrow. 

There is nothing more galling for a para
chutist than waiting for the weather. Once 
he is keyed up for a jump, jump he must. As 
each hour goes by the wind gets stronger and 
so it goes on until eight o'clock when a final 
cancellation has to be made and 250 deflated 
objects go and drown their sorrows in alcohol, 
or sleep in preparation for a 3 a.m. reveille. 
Three a.m. is here and lights flicker in the 
camp. Soon the heavy clump of boots is heard 
on the tarmac outside the hangar as the men 
make their way over to breakfast. 

4.30 Parade in stick order. In the half light 
of a May dawn, names are called out, some
body is not there, he is making a final adjust
ment to his kit bag. 

The M.T. Sgt. stands by with a few 3 
tanners to help the heavily laden soldiers out 
to the planes . Numb fingers wrestle with para
chute harness, the webbing always seems 
harder to adjust in the grey dawn than on a 
sunny afternoon. The A.C.O. and his staff 
dash around the piace checking up on the 
flight manifestos which have taken all night 
to prepare. 

The noise of aircraft engines is heard on the 
airfield, they are just warming up their 
planes. Finally the A.C.O. is satisfied that all 
the parachutists are drawn up in the right 
order and away we march to our respective 
aeroplanes. 

By now dawn has broken and a light sea 
mist is beginning to envelope the aerodrome. 
" Tell off " by sticks and numbering is 
finished, despatchers have checked equipment 
and the time has come to emplane. An eerie 
silence falls as the parachutists face each 
other and the engines start, the grass behind 
the planes is blown by the slipstream, then 
the planes taxi off down to the end of the 
large runway. Slowly the ground recedes and 
we are above the clouds in the morning sun
shine. An American enlisted man comes down 
the plane and throws some paper bags on the 
floor, the R.A.F. despatchers look cheerful 
and go about their business. The flight is 
scheduled to take one hour and a quarter 
and we sit facing each other and thinking of 
many things, occasionally someone gets up to 
look at the other planes coming up on either 
side as they are now flying in Vic formation. 
Below there is a blanket of fluffy clouds. An 
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hour seems like a day and then we hear 
" Action stations " " Tell off for equipment 
check." We examine our equipment and para
chute harness and stand up in Jines on the 
port and starboard sides. The planes lose 
altitude as they prepare for the run-in over 
the D.Z. Stand to the door as the red light 
goes on and five seconds later, on a green 
light, the first man leaps into space followed 
in quick succession by the others. 

The ground gets nearer and one feels a 
bump. Where is that R.V. ? E ach man having 
got out of his parachute harness and his 
jumping jacket, re-adjusts his equipment and 
makes off towards the blue smoke. Company 
R.V.s have been allotted within the Battalion 
R.V. Those carrying heavy equipment such 
as wireless sets, 3" mortar barrels and base 
plates get someone to help them from the 
D.Z . 

Company Comds. report their Companies 
present and the C.O. gives the word to move 
off. The five miles across country is covered 
in one hour twenty minutes. We hear firing 
on the other side of the aerodrome, the mobile 
deception force have gaired contact . F rom 
the F .U.P., which is a wood about six 
hundred yards from the aerodrome, we can 
see the enemy milling about on the airfield . 
The attack goes in with " C " Company on 
the left, and " B " Company right, and 
" A " Company in reserve. Like all mock 
attacks both sides have won the battle or 
think they have. 

A heavy meal with the Americans follows 
and at 3 p .m. we find ourselves forming up 
to emplane for the return flights. Everyone is 
light hearted and chattering, the exercise has 
been a success. One poor individual staggers 
along on crutches, he has broken his ankle 
and been patched up at a nearby hospital 
but he is coming back with us . 

The flight back is uneventful, but bumpy, 
and some of those paper bags are used . 
Thornaby aerodrome appears in view and 
after a fly past or two over the aerodrome 
for the sake of the local populace, who have 
turned out to see our return, we clamber out 
of the planes well pleased. 

It is 5.15 p.m. and time for tea and clean
ing up. 

Another week-end is over and now for the 
Coronation. 
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1st CADET BATTALION THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY 

Our notes for this quarter must, of neces
sity, be short, for very little out of the 
ordinary has been happening. The Band and 
Bugles gave a spirited performance at St. 
James's Park on 28th February, and in one 
respect the occasion was notable by reason of 
the fact that there was a larger proportion of 
small boys present on parade than at any 
other time. The crowd was quick to note this, 
and was generous in its encouragement. 
Maintaining a large number of boy instru
mentalists of all ages present awkward prob
lems of organisation. Each boy starts from 
scratch and has to be trained both to play 
his instrument and also to read music. 
This needs regular tuition by adult bandsmen 
over a longish period before useful results 
manifest themselves. For many years we have 
been fortunate in having at call willing adult 
members ready to take on this arduous duty. 
Recently the Battalion suffered a severe loss 
when Mr. ] . Kell and Mr. G. Tyrie passed 
away. They were both men of long periods 
of experience as bandsmen, and they gave 
generously and unstintingly of their time and 
experience to teach small boys the rudiments 
of music and instrument technique. We 
mourn their passing and remember them with 
gratitude and affection . We wondered what 
we were going to do in their absence, but 
fortune has been kind to us. Two ex-Royal 
Marine bandsmen, Sgt. Instructors M. H. 
Martin and L. Smith, who have recently re
turned to civilian life, have joined this Bat
talion and will help to carry on the good 
work. They are former comrades of 2 / Lt. 
B. J. Martin, our dli-ector of music, who is 
himself an ex-R. :vr. bandsman. 

We have to welcome two additions to our 

officer strength in 2 / Lt. W. H. Thompson 
who is transferred from the 12th Cadet Bat
talion and Lt. F. Vasey who has had previous 
experience with the 3rd Cadet Battalion. 

Capt. W. J. R ichardson relinquishes the 
appointment of Adjutant and is succeeded by 
Capt. A. Todd. Lt. G. D. Eales assumes 
command of " C" Company in place of 
Capt. Todd. 

A Certificate '' A '' Examination was held 

5 TH CADET BN. D.L.T. 
Bugle Band on the parade ground at Brancepet h 

Camp; Easter, 1953. 

on 12th April with satisfactory results. In 
Part 2 all the candidates who entered were 
successful. 

Active preparations are in progress for 
Annual Camp which is again at Knares
borough, and for the Tattoo which promises 
to be more impressive than ever. A drill squad 
is practising hard and striving to attain per
fection and will give a public demonstration 
of drill as part of the town celebrations for 
the Coronation. The Band and Bugles are 
also taking part in these celebrations. 

5th CADET BATTALION THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY 

A very successful week-end camp was held 
at the Regimental Depot during the four-day 
Easter holiday period from 3rd to 6th April, 
1953. The Unit is extremely grateful to Major 
C. Fanning-Evans and his staff for making 
this possible and we take this opportunity of 
placing our thanks on record . 

On Easter Sunday, we paraded with the 
Band and marched to Brancepeth Parish 
Church for the morning service. Afterwards, 
the cadets were conducted round the Regi
mental Museum and the Castle. In the after-

noon, the final of the inter-company football 
championship of the 1952 / 53 season was 
played; resulting in a 6-1 victory for " B " 
Company (Chopwell) over their opponents 
from " C " Company (F elling). The winning 
team each received a medal from the Com
manding Officer and will be holders of the 
'' Derek Hall Memorial Shield '' for the 
next twelve months. 

The competition for the Commanding 
Officer's Bugler also took place at Brancepeth 
Camp. This year 's winner is 15-years-old 



D.L.I. REGI ME N TAL J OURNAL 

Alan Sweeney who received the silver bugle 
presented to the Battalion by a former Mayor 
of Gateshead. The runner-up was Bugler 
W. A. Sloan who was awarded the silver 
bugle given by the late Colonel G. Stirling 
Newall, O.B.E., D.L., J.P., formerly 
Honorary Colonel of this Battalion. 

The value of the training carried out in 
camp at Easter was reflected in the results of 
the examination for Certificate " A " held 
in Gateshead on 26th April, in which 83 per 
cent. of the candidates were successful. 
Bugler A. Sweeney further distinguished 
himself be receiving a " pass with credit " in 
Part 2 of the examination with 347 marks out 
of 400. H e was rewarded with the immediate 
appointment of lance-corporal. 

On Thursday, 7th May, in the Springfield 
Hotel, Gateshead, the Officers held their 
Annual Regimental Dinner and at which they 
were pleased to welcome as the Guest of 
Honour, Sir Basil Simpson , Bart., our new 
Honorary Colonel. 

Sir Basil made his first official visit to the 
Unit on 17th May; when he saw our detach
ment head the parade of the Youth Organi
sations of Gateshead in the annual " Empire 
Youth Sunday" Parade to St. Mary's 
Church. He accompanied the Mayor of Gates
head at the Saluting Base at the Town Hall 
and afterwards returned to Battalion H .Q. in 
Elmgrove Terrace where he inspected the 
Unit on parade and was introduced to the 
Warrant Officers and Sergeants. 

The day's proceedings concluded with the 
presentation of an inscribed silver tankard to 
R .Q.M.S. ]. E. Chapman on his retirement 
from the A.C .F. after eight years service with 
the 5th Cadet Battalion. During the last War, 
Mr. Chapman was a Colour-Sergeant with the 
6th Battalion D.L.I. and on the cessation of 
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hostilities he came to Gateshead to be care
taker of the Burt Terrace Drill Hall and 
undertook part-time duties with the A.C.F. as 
A.A.I. We wish Mr. and Mrs. Chapman 
every happiness for the future! 

By the time these notes appear in print, the 
Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
will have taken place but the event will live 
long in the memories of those who were 
fortunate enough to be present in London 
on 2nd June, 1953. Altogether 1,200 mem
bers of the Army Cadet Force were allotted 
official places on the route of the Coronation 
Procession and the 60 cadets who comprised 
the Durham County A.C.F. contingent were 
situated at the Victoria ~Iemorial outside 
Buckingham Palace. 

The following five cadet N .C.O.s repre
sented the 5th Cadet Battalion D.L.I. in 
London: -Bugle- Major E. :McKenzie, 
"H.Q." Coy.; Sgt. B. Peacock , "A" 
Coy.; Sgt. D. Telford, " B "Coy.; Cpl. J. F. 
Musgrove, " C " Coy.; and Sgt. ]. Reeve, 
" E " Coy . These were the " official " repre
sentatives of the Unit but several ex-members 
were present in the detachments from the 1st 
and 2nd Battalions and the 17th Parachute 
Battalion taking part in the Parade, as well 
as in other Regiments and Corps. 

Next to the Queen's Procession, the Gates
head cadets' biggest thrill was to see the 
Band of the 1st Battalion D.L.I. on parade 
together with the Colours of the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions; one of the Colours being carried 
by an ex-member of this Cadet Battalion. 

At home in Gateshead, the 5th Cadet Bat
talion D .L.I. played a prominent part in the 
local Coronation Celebrations; the highlight 
of which was the Pageant and Display pre
sented in Saltwell Park on Saturday, 6th 
June, 1953. 

THE DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY IN KOREA 
By Major Hugh Pond, i\I.C. l\Iilitary Observer in Korea 

It seems a long time since the 1st Battalion 
The Durham Light Infantry moved into their 
first front line positions in Korea, but the six 
months which have since elapsed seem to 
have flown by. All the men, regulars and 
national servicemen alike, are now old hands 
in the ways of the Korean war, and with half 
of their period of service behind them, they 
are beginning to count the days they have 
left. 

These war and weather hardened young 

men can now look back with a laugh to the 
days when they were untried and unsure of 
themselves. When they first went on patrols 
they jumped at every sound. Every animal 
that stirred in the bush, every bird that cried 
in the night, and every leaf or branch that 
rattled in the breeze. But now they can tell 
the difference between natural and enemy 
noises . They have been in hand to hand con
tact with the enemy, and engaged the wily 
Chinaman with grenades and small arms fire. 
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They have crept between his positions and 
spied on his troops, and they have sat in their 
bunkers listening to shells and mortar bombs 
rain down upon them, and felt thankful that 
they had six feet of timber, sandbags and 
earth above them. 

All front line infantrymen are very close to 
" l\Iother Earth ." They live in deep under
ground compartments-which they call 
" Hoochics "-but which their fathers of 
World War One would call dugouts. During 
winter, in one corner will be a petrol stove, 
and upon it the inevitable tin can, ready for 
a brew of tea. Along one wall arc the beds , 
made from rough timber poles or iron pickets, 
sprung with a signal cable netted across . 
Pictures of loved ones adorn the walls, and it 
is seldom that you enter one of the habitations 
without seeing in the place of honour a 
picture of the Queen. Small niches are often 
carved into the rock or hard dirt walls, and 
here stand precious personal belongings
birthday cards, snapshots or momentocs from 
J apan . Chairs and tables are made from old 
N .A.A.F .I. beer crates . Slung from the roof 
will be a makeshift paraffin lamp, and on the 
tables, guttering candles. The a tmosphere is 
one of tobacco, food, oil fumes and stale 
humanity. In these warren like homes, shared 
with one or two friends and the filthy grey 
Korean rats (who resist all efforts to exterm
inate them) they sleep by day for most of 
their work is done at n ight. 

Outside, deep narrow, communication 
trenches lead to other similar living quarters. 
Camouflage nets are slung across the top, and 
cut into the sides, here and there, are small 
platforms where lookouts, surrounded with 
grenades and weapons, constantly survey the 
empty valleys of No-Man's-Land. Nothing 
lives between the lines except a few wild 
creatures. The paddy fields-bottomless, 
stinking, mosquito-infested , mud filled 
swamps in summer, and frozen wastes in 
winter-eover the valley floors . Birds, un
disturbed by the constant gunfire-white 
herons, magpies, tits, orioles, crows and 
kestrels, live happily in the shell torn trees, 
and search diligently for food a round the few 
burnt out remains of Korean villages. 

Outside the Battalion Command Post 
stands a pole bearing the unit flag. A whi te 
belted regimental policeman salutes smar tly 
as officers climb the bare slopes. Inside the 
post. there is constant activity. Messengers 
come and go, 'phones ring continually and 
wireless headphones give off oscillating shrieks 

D.L.I. R EG I MEN TAL JOURNA L 

and garbled messages . Duty officers ready for 
any emergency sit at map covered tables, 
marking positions and giving orders. 

The cold has been the main enemy this 
Winter. No cases of the dreaded frost bite 
have occurred, thanks to the strictly enforced 
cold weather routine . Even with the complete 
winter clothing on-string vests, pullovers, 
two pairs of long underpants, wind proof 
combat suits, parkas and the rubber soled 
boots, it is impossible for any man to lie 
motionless on icebound ground for hours on 
end, without becoming numbed and frozen , 
and on his re turn to be physically useless for 
several hours until he slowly thaws out. Not 
only the humans suffer but their machines 
and weapons. 

Sgt. Evans of the medium machine gun 
platoon , explained how difficult it was to 
keep his water cooled guns working in the 
sub-zero temperatures. It was often necessary 
to remove the barrels and heat them over 
small open fires . The buglers who were on 
Guard of H onour for President E isenhower's 
visi t, had to heat their bugles over a nearby 
brazier. 

Typical of many soldiers in Korea is Pte. 
Ray Whitlie, whose home is at 326 F ossway , 
Daisy Hill, Newcastle. Fair haired and smil
ing faced, he summed up his opinion of Korea 
very briefly. "There's too many hills for my 
liking- I'd certainly like to sec a bi t of flat 
country.'' With four years service beh ind 
him , he is due to leave the Army in J uly or 
August. He said that he will go out, but will 
almost certainly re-join. " It 's the best way 
of making good pals and visit ing places that 
I know of," he said. 

Working in the carpenter's shop, sur
rounded by shavings, makeshift furniture and 
signboards, was 19-year-old Pte. Marsden 
Prophet, a National Serviceman . H e was 
working hard painting a picture of a cathedral 
intended for the Sergeants' Mess. An art 
student at Huddersfield T echnical College be
fore being called up, he is delighted to find 
such a job in the Army, and has certainly 
been kept very busy painting tactical sign 
boards, and other brigh ter subjects . 

Each company has its own tented or log 
cabin canteen, and outside each, swings a 
sign reminiscent of home. " The Pit Laddie " 
- " Cock 'o the North "-" The Dog and 
Gun " - " The Brancepeth Arms." He once 
made some lifelike dummy figures, wi th 
which it was hoped to attract the attention of 
enemy snipers, but the Chinamen weren't 
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fooled _one bit ! They retaliated some days 
later w1th some straw dummies of their own . 

The spirit in the battalion is truly great. 
This is reflected in the general smartness, the 
saluting and the cheerful faces that one sees 
everywhere. They have the top reputation in 
the division for parade turnout, and 
Americans, from Generals to G.I.s have 
watch~d amazed at their Light Infantry drill. 
A_ typ1cal example of the comradeship, is the 
glft by men of the three inch mortar platoon, 
of a photographic album to Pte. Carr of 
Sunderland who was injured by a mortar 
bomb. Before the accident he had told his 
friends he was going to buy one. After he 
went to hospital the whole platoon " mucked 
in " and sent him one, luxuriously bound and 
decorated on the front cover with an inlaid 
colour map of Korea. The magnificent flo~ 
of welfare gifts from the people of Durham 
for which the men are very grateful, has don~ 
an enormous amount to keep the morale of 
these men so high. 

A daily sight at the ration stores, is the 
bo~es and boxes of fresh eggs, large turkeys, 
ch1ckens and steaks. These are issued out by 
Cpl. Reg. Yemm, from 50 Eign Road, Here
ford. " Believe it or not," he said, " I still 
get complaints." 
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Cpl. Alan Hope of, 12 Pearson Street 
Stockton, put the complaints in a nutshell. 
" This grub has taken all the fun out of 
eating. We know what its going to be for 
breakfast before we get it-eggs every day, 
and turkey gets boring when you have it 
twice a week." ~o doubt many of the folks 
at home would be pleased to change places 
with him. 

A shop with a monthly turnover of £4-.:5,000 
sounds like a pretty good business. This is 
exactly what the Battalion shop is. In a cor
rugated iron hut, several men, under the 
manager, Cpl. John Bell of 11 Watenvorks 
Road, Sunderland, sell anything from a razor 
bl~de to a silk dressing gown-from a thirty 
shJI!mg tea set to a 124 piece dinner service 
costing seventeen pounds. The shop arranges 
the shipping home of all the gifts from Korea 
and Japan. 
. The Commanding Officer, is very proud 
mdeed of his Battalion. " They are good 
lads," he said. " They are sensible in the 
line; they dig like beavers and keep their 
heads down when shells fall , and are not fool
hardy. By this means we have saved many 
casualties. Their health has been fine, and 
most of them avoided the recent slight " flu " 
epidemic. I'm very proud of them-particu
larly the National Service lads." 

DO YOU REMEMBER? 
2nd Battalion Rugby Team-Bombay, 1936. 

L eft to right, back row-Lt. G. K. C. 
Lyster Todd, Sgt. Metcalfe, L / Cpl. HanleY, 
Sig. Johnson, Pte. Banon, Sgt. Pearson. · 

Centre row-Lt. P. S. Luard, Lt. I. 
Bartlett, Capt. E. V. Lang, Lt. G. H. Orr, 
Pte. Mallabar. 

Front row-Cpl. Pallas, L / Cpl. Harrison, 
Cpl. Boddy, Pte. Watson. 
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