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II INDEED IDEAL II 

,as are all fittings SANITARY, KITCHEN and 

ELECTRICAL supplied by 

LAWSO,N. TURNBULL AND CO. LTD. 

4/18 Mealmarket Street 
Aberdeen 

We stock ONE quality only - THE BEST 

LT 

Telephone 
24244 

Telegrams 
LAWSON, Aberdeen 

LT 
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WM . TAWSE LTD. 

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACfORS 

INVERURIE BRIDGE 

ANGUSF I EL D 

A B E RD EEN 

Telephone 33355 

2 

CA R SE 

I N V E RN ESS 

Telephone 1331 

--- , 

SOLD THR O UGHOU T T H E WORLD 

Mc:EWAN·YOU.NGER LTD. 
194 FOUNTAINBRIDGE, EDINBURGH 

BRA NC H ES : LONDON ALDERSHOT TIDWO RTH CATTERICK 

57 
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~~~~ of AB£~/J 
~~ PURE ~ 

DEMERARA RUM 

AVAILABLE AT ALL STRENGTHS 

707o PROOF 857o PROOF 

75 7o PROOF 1 007o PROOF 

ROBERT WATSON 

WHOLESALE W INE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS 

10 VIRGINIA ST .• ABERDEEN 

PHONE : 29404/ 5 GRAMS : II LIQUEURS II 

4 
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Wharfside Unloading Plant, Hurlingham, London - Handling Equipment 
with machinery for Self Discharging Cement Lighters for The Associated 
Portland Cement Manufacturers Ltd. by Barry, Henry & Cook Ltd. 

BARRY, HENRY & COOK, LTD. 

WEST NORTH STREET 

ABERDEEN 
7 
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If you know the Gordon's Barracks 

You know the Don View 

LOUNGE - PUBLIC BAR 

A large variety 

of bottled beers 

always in Sparkling 

Condition. Wines 

and Spirits to 

please you. 

When in the district 

pay us a call 

Proprietor: 

BRIDGE of DON 

ABERDEEN 

A. M. FIOOES 
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Telephone : 
4 3239 

10 

ESTABLISHED 1871 

H. WATSON & SONS 
B UYE RS 

of 

ALL TYPES 

of 

WASTE and SCRAP 
MATERIALS 

MAN UFACTURERS and SUPPLIERS 
of 

WASHED and STERILISED 

WIPING CLOTHS 
and 

CLEANING WASTES 

SUPPLIERS 
of 

USED SACKS and BAGS 
for all purposes 

19-21 ST. CLAIR STREET 
'Phone : ABERDEEN 27669 
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ASSOCIATED HERRING 
MERCHANTS LIMITED 

32 SCHOOL HILL, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND 

Exporters of 

SALT CURED HERRINGS 
IN BARRELS AND TINS 

MARINATED HERRINGS 
IN BARRELS AND TINS 

SCOTCH KIPPERS and 

FROZEN FRESH HERRINGS 
IN CARTONS AND CASES 

1 

Cables : Herex, Aberdeen. Telephone: Aberdeen 28206 
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A CORNER O F 

O N E OF OUR 

ELE CT R ICAL 

SHOWROOMS 

For tlte latest and best 
in Electrical and 

Batltroont littiiUJS 

In our new showrooms in Crown Termce we 

have on display an unequalled selection 

of ELECIRICAL APPLIANCES 

& EQUIPMENT, BATHROOM 

SUITES, ETC. Cull and make 

your choice and we will arrange to charge 

through your own plumber or electrician. 

~onvWI~SOD 
S C 0. ( A 8 I R 0 [ l 0 ) L 1 0. 

PLUMBERS' & ELECTRICIANS' MERCHANTS 
ELECTROPLATERS IN BRASS, COPPER, NICKEL, 

SILVER & T IN 

60-64 BRIDGE ST., ABERDEEN 
T elephone 51144 

Showrooms : CROWN TERRACE, ABERDEEN 

Also at CARSE ROAD, INVERNESS 
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JOHN BELL 
OF 

ABERDEEN 

The largest and most 

comprehensive Collection 

in Scotland 

16 
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As the oldest paint manufacturers in 

Scotland, we are naturally proud of our long 

and unbroken Scottish tradition. 

Scottish skill .and craftsmanship have made 

the designation 11 Made in Scotland 
11 

the 

hall-mark of quality, and, during our 138 years 

as paint manufacturers in Aberdeen, we have 

constantly sought the highest standards in our 

wide range of products. 

We shall be glad to send you particulars 

of any of our 

PAINTS 
ENAMELS 

VARNISHES 
STAINS 

PUTTIES 
MASTIC COMPOUNDS 

DISTEMPERS 
WATER PAINTS, Etc. 

which we manufacture for a wide range of uses. 

FARQUHAR & GILL. LIMITED 

Paint Manufacturers in Aberdeen since· 1818. 

11 
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GEORGE W. BRUCE, LTD. 
PRECAST CONCRETE 

& 

CAST STONE MANUFACTURERS 

ABERDEEN 
& 

THURSO 

OFFICE:- 106 CROWN STREET 
ABERDEEN 

TELEPHONES:- ABERDEEN 22328 
THURSO 152 

TELEGRAMS:- BRUCE, ABERDEEN 

12 
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BISCUITS 
NEW PITSLIGO 

BUTTER. BISCUITS BUTTER. PUFFS 
SHORTBREAD COCO-WHEATS 

PERKINS GINGERS 
- also -

OATCAKES & CHEDOBICS (Cheese Biscuits) 

John Smith & Sons (New Pitsligo) Ltd. 
NEW PITSUGO, ABERDEENSHIRE Factory - II Ann Street, Aberdeen 

35 
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NORTHERN 
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LIMITED 

ABERDEEN 

171 Branches in Town and Country 

CliNTRAL PREMISES AT 

LOCH STREET 
with 

DRAPERY, FURNITURE and SHOE SALOONS 

A l so TEA ROOMS 

Morning Coffee, Afternoon Teas 
Luncheons and High Teas at 

reasonable charges 

T H E C 0- 0 P is Best for 

GROCERY, BAKERY, BUTCHERY 

DRUG and COAL SUPPLIES 

Also MILK 
Pasteurized and Bottled at our own Model Dairy 

Supplies available at all our Grocery Branches 

14 2 

moRRAY~ 
EXPORT ALE 

WILLIAM MURRAY & CO. LTD. 
CRAIGMILLAR BREWERY, CRAIGMILLAR, EDINBURGH, 9. 

Telephone No . ABBeyhill 1233-5 (3 lines) Te legrams: " Mu rray, Craigmil lar " 

18 
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Telephone N os. 21277-78 Telegrams: "ALSOP, ABERDEEN" 

Everyone welcome 

at 

SPENCE ALSOP 
L'I'D. 

BUTCHERS.GROCERS.POULTERERS 

PROVISION DEALERS 

We have Everything including Quality and Service 

16 
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75th 92nd 

THE 

GORDON 

HIGHLANDERS 

1787-1957 

A SHORT HISTOl<Y 
AND SOME GENERAL INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE REGIMENT 

Published by 

MALCOLM PAGE LIMITED, 41 Streatham Hill , London, S.W.2 
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Headquarters 

in Aberdeen 

For over 75 years Collie's of 

Aberdeen, a stronghold of private 

enterprise, has been held in the high­

est public esteem for the excellence 

of its varied set·vices in the realms of 

food and wine. The headquarters 

premises are a familiar landmark 

in Aberdeen's main thoroughfare. 

By appointment 

To H .M. The Queen 
Grocers 

By appointment 
To 

H.M. Queen Elizabeth 
T he Queen Mo ther 

Grocers 

FAMILY GROC~RS AND WI E MERCHA TS 

269 UNION STREET ABERDEEN 
Telephone 2 7 2 4 4 

Also at CULTS, BALLATER & BRAEMAR 
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OUR ADVERTISERS 

T he Regimental Committee of The Gordon H igh­

landers acknowledges with gratitude the support of those 

firms whose advertisements appear herein. This support, 

without which the Handbook could not have been pro­

duced, bas in many cases been given purely out of 

friendship and loyalty to the R egiment. 

The Committee would therefore like to show its 

thanks by drawing the attention of its readers to the 

advertisements. 

Designed and produced by 

MALCOLM PAGE LTD. 

Publicity H ouse 

41 Streatham Hill 

London, S.W.2 
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A. J. B. STRACHAN 
130t UNION STREET 

ABERDEEN 

d peUs qua fitL( in 3J ortraiture 

and «JommeroiaL tJ)hotographLf 
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POLIStiED GRttniTE 
FOR 

StfOP FROnT WORK 
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I NTROD U C TI ON 

We give here an outline of the past and present life and 

achievements of the Gordon Highlanders. And as a guide to 

any young man who may . be thinking of making his career in 

the Regiment, we also give some details of the present-day 

terms of service. If he is prepared to accept our high standards 

he wiJI be most welcome. 

The Regiment is intensely proud of its unsurpassed history, 

and of its long connection with the City of Aberdeen, the 

Counties of Aberdeen, Banff and Kincardine, and the Island 

of Shetland. Many of our officers and men come from these 

parts, and this association is largely responsible for the 'family 

feeling ' which is such a feature of life in The Gordon 

Highlanders. 

The Gordons claim to live up to their distinguished past, 

but they do not rest on it. This is shown by our recent high 

repute and achievements on active service in Malaya and Cyprus, 

which speak for themselves. 

GOD S AVE THE QU EEN 

23 
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Aberdeen's F>oremost 

( 

i 
(' 

........ -~·~ 

Fashion Shop 

·-...... 

Established in 1882, Watt & Grant has , over the 
years, become recognised as the foremost Fashion 
Shop in Aberdeen. 
Every whim of Fashion is portnayed in our Salons 
and all the famous names in the Fashion World are 
represented, with accessories to add the final touch 
of perfection. 
You will enjoy having Morning Coffee, Lunch -or 
Afternoon T e.a in our most distinguished Restaurant 
on the Third Floor (elevator direct). You will find 
the cuisine and service worthy of the surroundings. 

" WHERE QUALITY COUNTS" 

221 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN 

24 

BATTLE HONOURS OF 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS THE 

These are the authorised Battle Honours of The Gordons, and 
there are few Regiments in the Army which can show more. But they 
are only the major battles, and the Regiment has fought countless other 
engagements, some of which are shown in the last column. The lists 
make fascinating reading to anyone with the imagination to be thrilled 
by the very names and the splendid record of world-wide active service 
which they represent. 

India 1790-1792 

India 1799-1805 

Holland 1799 
Egypt 1801 

Denmark 1807 
Peninsula (Spain and 

Portugal 1808-1813) 

Authorised 
Battle Honour 

MY SORE 

SERINGAPATAM 
(2nd Siege) 

EGMONT-OP-ZEE 
MANDORA 

CORUNNA 
FUENTES D'ONOR 
ALMARAZ 
VITTORIA 
PYRENEES 
PENINSULA 

25 

Some other actions in 
the same Campaign 

Chowghaset 
Tervangherry 
1st Siege of 

Agrar 
Malabar 
Canara 
For t Kerria 
Brodera 
Soangurh 
Bhurtpore 

Seringapatam 

Aboukir Bay 
Alexandria 
Kioge 
Arroyo dos Molinos 
Alba de Tormes 
Maya 
Pampeluna 
Pass of Donna Maria 



PATRICK N. SHINN IE LTD. 
70 COllEGE STREET 

SERVICE 
25126 ABERDEEN 

OPERATE 

SALES 
25 125 

LARGE FLEET of DRIVE YOURSELF 
LATEST MODEL MORRIS CARS 

TERMS ON APPLICATION 

For a quick 

check-up 

or regular 

servicing 

putyouriiO&KII 
in expert hands 
'Quality ~irst' motorlng depends on good serv1cmg 
and attention. We use only genuine Morris replace­
ment~ backed by the technical knowledge and 
expenence that guarantees a first-class job every time. 

OF F IC I AL MORRIS SERVICE AGENT S: 

26 
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France 1814 

Belgium 1815 
South Africa 

Nl VE 
ORT HES 

WATERLOO 
SOUTH AFRl CA 1835 

N ivelle 
St. Pierre 
St. Pala is 
Arriverete 
St. Cyprien 
Toulouse 
Quatre Bras 
Fort Cox 

(1st Kaffir War) 
(NOTE :- T he Victoria Cross was instituted at this time, and the letters 

' v.c. ' mark the battles in which a Gordon won the cross. 
Details of the citations are shown on pages 50 to 56). 

Indian Mutiny 
1857-1858 

DELI-II 
LUCKNOW 

Badli-Ki-Serai 
Delhi Ridge :­

Flagstaff Picquet 
v.c. v.c. Subzce Mundee 

H i.ndoo Rao's Battery 
Metcal fe's Grounds 
Ludlow Castle 

Afghanistan 
1878-1880 
(1st Afghan War) 

v .c. CHARASl A 
KABUL 1879 
KANDAHAR 1880 
AFG HANISTAN 

v.c. Koodsia Baugh 
Bulandshahr 
Alambagh 
Dungapur 
Karatiga Fort 
White's H ill 

v.c Takht-1-Shah 
Asmai 

South Africa 1881 
Egypt & Sudan 

1882-1885 

North-West F rontier 
of India 1895-1 898 

South Africa 1899-1902 
(2nd Boer War) 

1878-1880 

TEL-EL-KEBIR 
EGYPT 1882-1884 
NILE 1884-1885 

CHlTRAL 
TIRAH 

Sherpur 
Childukteran 
Majuba 
El Teb 
Tarnai 
Abu Klea 
K irbekan 
Malakand Pass 
Sa do 

v.c. v.c. Dargai 
Fort Downman 

DEFENCE OF v.c. v.c. Elandslaagte 
LADYSMITH Wagon Hill 

PAARDEBERG Laing's Nek 
Rooi Kopjes 
Frischgewagd 
Belfas t 
Machadodorp 
Lyden burg 

27 

v.c. Magersfontein 
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VIEWFIELD 

PRIVATE HOTEL 
Proprietors : Mr. and Mrs. DONALD 

BRIDGE OF DON ABERDEEN 

Tel. 431071 

* 
Good morning, good afternoon, good evening. What· 
ever the time of day 1 trust you a re in good health 
and spirits, and looking forward to a really enjoyable 
holiday with fine congenial surroundings. The Viewfield 
Private Hotel can offer you these with all the extras, 
you know, the things tha t really make your holiday 
worthwhile; the chatty homely a tmosphere, the personal 
a ttention received, and a ll the conveniences of a modern 
private hotel. The situation of the Viewfield Private 
Hotel is particula rly good, being very near the sea­
beach, in fact, right at the mouth of the River Don. 
T he famous Brig o' Balgownie, a beauty spot of 
renown, is a lso nearby and the No. 1 tramway route 
makes the city centre easily accessible. 

* 
Every Comfort and Personal Attention 

Spring Interiors Hot & Cold in All Bedrooms 

Separate Tables Electric Fires 

Near Tram, Beach, Golf 
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MONS 
Retreat from Mons 
LE CATEAU 
MARNE 1914, 1918 
Aisne 1914 
La Bass~e 1914 
Messines 1914 
Armenti~res 1914 

v.c. v.c. YPRES 1914, '15, '17 
Langemarck 1914 

v.c. Gheluvelt 
Nonne Boschen 
Neuve Chapelle 
Frezenberg 
Bellewaarde 
Aubers 
Hindenburg Line 
Canal du Nord 
Selle 

PAARDEBERG (Cont.) Poplar Grove 
Driefontein 
Sannah's Post 
Houtnek 
Zand River 

v.c. Dornkop 
Dia mond Hill 

v.c. v .c. Wolverkranz 

The Great War 1914-1918 

Festubert 1915 Bullecourt 

Hooge 1915 Pilckem 

LOOS Menin Road 

SOMME 1916, '18 Polygon Wood 
Albert 1916, ' 18 Broodseinde 

Bazentin Poelcappelle 

Delville Wood Passchendaele 

Pozi~res CAMBRA! 1917, '18 

Guillemont v .c. St. Quentin 
Flers-Courcelette Bapaume 1918 

Le Transloy Rosicres 
ANCRE 1916 Lys 
ARRAS 1917, ' 18 Estaires 

Vimy 1917 Hazebrouck 
Scarpe 1917, ' 18 Bethune 

Arleux Soissonais-Ourcq 

Sambre Tardenois 
France & F landers Piave 

1914-1918 VITTORIO VENETO 
Italy 1917-1918 

The Second World War 1939-1945 

Withdrawal to Escaut Rhineland MARETH 
Ypres-Comines Canal REICHSWALD Medjez Plain 
Dunkirk 1940 Cleve N . AF RICA 1942-43 
Somme 1940 GOCH Landing in Sicily 
St. Valery-en-Caux RHINE SFERRO 
ODON N.W. EUROPE Sicily 1943 
La Vie Crossing 1940, '44, '45 ANZIO 
Lower Maas EL ALAMEIN Rome 
Venlo Pocket Advance on Tripoli v .c. Italy 1944-45 
Note :- For both the F irst and Second World Wars only the official 

Battle H onours are shown, because there were far too many 
other actions fought by the Gordons to even start listing them 

here. 
Since the Second World War 

From 1951-1954 the 1st Battalion were on active service in Malaya, 
and in 1955-1956 again in action in Cyprus. 
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Be proud of 
your rod~ too! 

The angler who is proud of his regimental asso­
ciations is the type of man who takes pride in 
his fishing tackle. And he has good reason to be 
proud if he owns a Sharpe's Impregnated Spli t 
Bamboo Rod . 

Here is a rod that makes for effortless, accurate 
casting, with a delicate action that is consistent 
from butt to tip. Being impregnated, it requi res no 
varnishing, and though light in weight is powerful 
enough to give that feeling of sure confidence in 
playing your fish . 
But whatever 
the type, it's a 
rod in a hundred 
if it bears the 
"SCOTTIE" 
Trade mark. 

"COCOTTIE" 

Regislered 
T rade Mark 

J. s. SHA·RPE LTD. 
MAKERS OF THE FINEST FISHING TACKLE 

a~ IU!JL lllO.N'I' STREE'.I' · A D E JlDE E l\'" 
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HISTORY 
(In brief) 

OF 
THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

DUCJ·I ESS JEAN - Raising of !he 92nd Gordon Highlander.\· 
55 
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JOSS (ABERDEEN) LTD. 
TILQUHILLIE 

3 LINKS ROAD 

Telephone: 

ABERDEEN 43246 

For Quotations " or immediate 

deliveries of building material 

of every description 

Cement, Plaster, Building, 

Harling, and Walk Sand 

and Hard Core 

Road Material, Crete, Pea 

Crete, Crushed Stone, Dust 

MINDURNO 

Bridge of Don - SAND PITS -
HILLS OF FYFFE 

Blackdog 

SAND SUPPLIED and DELIVERED 
to BUILDERS and CONTRACTORS 

BRIDGE OF DON 
ABERDEEN 
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RAISING OF THE REGIMENT 

The 75th 
In 1787, owing to the gravity of the situation in India, Colonel 

Robert Abcrcromby of Tullibody was appointed to command and raise 
a new regiment. This was the 75th Highland Regiment of Foot, which 
was to become nearly a century later the 1st Battalion The Gordon 
Highlanders. The 75th was popularly known as Abercromby's Highlanders, 
and during this first hundred years of its life it was an entirely separate 
Regimen t from the Gordon H igh landers. who were raised a few years 
later in the following way. 

'The 92nd 
In 1794, when the French Revolutionary Government declared war 

on Great Brita in , the 4th Duke of Gordon raised another regiment, and 
command was given to his son, the Ma rquis of Huntly, at that time a 
Lieu tenant-Colonel in the 3rd (now the Scots) Guards, and later to be 
the 5th Duke of Gordon. This new Regiment became the 92nd (or 
Gordon) Highland Regiment of Foot, al though it was numbered as the 
IOOth until 1798. 

The Duke himself, and his wife Ihe celebrated Duchess Jean, took 
a personal interest in the recru iting. The Duchess, still a beautiful woman, 
lent to it .all the prestige of her high position, and the grace and charm 
of manner for which she was famed. She rode to the country fairs in 
highland bonnet and Regimental jacket, and it is told how she gave a 
kiss to the men she enlisted. Sometimes she is said to have placed a 
guinea between her lips, and on one occasion a certain young blacksmi th , 
remarkable for h is strength and good looks, who had defied all the 
recruiters, took the kiss and the guinea, but to show that it was not 
the gold that tempted him, he tossed the guinea amongst the crowd. 

The Regiment took its recruits largely from the far-flung Gordon l 
estates in Badenoch, Lochaber and St rathspey, and to some extent from 
the counties of Aberdeen, Banff and Elgin. A nd men came too from 
the west of Scotland, the I sles of Skye and Barra, and many from Uist 
led by a son of MacDonald of Boisdale. 

On 24th June, 1794, the Regimen t paraded for the first time. This I 
was at Aberdeen, and they wore the then almost new, the now famous, 
dark tartan with the yellow stripe, which had been devised by Forsythe 
of Huntly, who trusted , as he wrote to Lord Huntly, that it would 
appear "very lively". 

EARLY DAYS AND FIRST FOREIGN STATIONS 
Only three days after this first parade the Regiment marched to 

embark at Fort George en route for Gibraltar, crossing the River Spey 
at Fochabers by raft. It was at Gibraltar that they received their first 
Colours. After a short stay on the Mediterranean island of Corsica, 
at that time under the sovereignty of Great Britain, and after a highly 
successfu l raid by a detachment against the island of Elba, the Regiment 
returned home in 1796. 
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To Ensure 

Good Food 

Good Company 

-~ 

and 

Good Wine 

LS quite a responsibility says 

MR. ROBT. G. COURAGE 
Proprietor of the ROYAL OAK, 

RESTAURANT, BUFFET, FUNCI'ION H ALL, and BAR 

THE 
ROYAL OAK 

Ideal for Weddings 
Functions and the 

Casual Visit 

52 Castle St. 
3-9 Marischal St. 

Aberdeen 

Phone: 
Aberdeen 20168. 

" It means that one has to be constantly 
'at attention' but, of course, it has its 
rewa rd in a satisfied clien tele.'' 

The oldest, yet most up-to-date building 
in the Castlegate. Its wa lls are older than 
the " Ninety Twa." 

But just as the equipment of an army 
changes with the times so has 
the catering potential of 
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In 1798 they were in Ireland making the acquaintance of Major­
General John Moore, with whom they were to serve on many historic 
occasions. Ten yea rs later at Corunna, at the end of the great retreat, 
the Regiment had a prominent place at the funeral of their distinguished 
commander, and it is in Sir John Moore's memory that even today black 
buttons a re worn on our spats. 

IN HOLLAND - EGMONT-OP-ZEE 1799 

Here the 92nd served under two of Britain's famous commanders, 
Sir John Moore and Sir Ralph Abercromby, both of whom they were 
to serve again, the high mutual esteem broken only by death. Egmont­
op-Zee was a desperate battle against the Dutch and French for a 
foothold on the beach and sand-dunes, a battle of bayonet charge and 
counter-cha rge, in which " the courage and activity of the Highlanders drew 
the attention and excited the admiration of both sides". In this action 
the Regiment sufiered 328 casualties, one of them being their Com­
manding Officer, Lord Huntly, who was severely wounded. 

INDIA 1799-1807 

While the 92nd were fight ing in Holland , the 75th were plodding 
through the jungles of Mysore with Colonel Wellesley (later the famous 
Duke of Wellington) on their way to Seringapatam, where they ultimately 
stormed the breach in the walls and trampled Tippoo Sahib underfoot. 
After severa l other hot engagements, notably the siege of Bhurtpore, 
the 75th voyaged home in 1807. 

SPANISH t•ENINSULA 1810-1814 

By the autumn of 1810 the 92nd had joined Wellington's a rmy 
before Lisbon to spend more than a year preparing to breach the 
defences on the Spanish frontier. 18 12 was the decisive year when 
the British army moved steadily northwards driving the Emperor's 
forces back to France. Famous actions followed in quick succession, 
no less than six being added to the colours, but it was in the moun­
tainous Pyrennees that the Gordon Highlanders really came into their 
own and were in at every skirmish. They came in like bounds to a 
fox at bay when Soult turned to face them on the Nivelle, and as 
the year came to an end they were campaigning outside Bayonne re­
membering the ga llan try o f their three pipers at St. Pierre, where, as 
they went into battle, one p iper died and another took up the air; and 
when death silenced him, a third continued it . Soon the long 
war was over, Wellington was a Duke and the Gordon Highlanders 
sedately drilled in Ireland. 

BELGIUM 18JS - WATERLOO 
Bu t their recall to service was not long delayed when the Emperor 

Napoleon, having escaped from Elba, landed near Cannes on 1st March, 
1815. Thus they soon found themselves once more under Wellington's 
command a nd by mid-May they were in Belgian billets. On the evening 
of the day early in June when Napoleon hurled his whole command 
towards Brussels four sergeants of the Gordon Highlanders were dancing 
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Colonel Jo/111 Cameron of Fassiefem 92nd Gordon 
Highlanders, 1794-1814, killed in action at Quatre Bras, 
after commanding the Battalion thro11gho11f the Penins11/a 

and Pyrenees Campaigns. 

reels to amuse the guests a t a ball given by the Duchess of Richmond, 
the eldest daughter of Jean , Duchess of Gordon. Among those present 
was Cameron of Fassifem their commanding officer, but the military 
guests left early and at dawn the regiment was marching out of the 
city and by afternoon they had joined a mixed force of Dutch and 
Germans holding a position near the cross-roads of Quatre Bras. In the 
savage fighting which fo llowed the 92nd lost their Colonel, that Cameron 
of Fassifern who had joined the regiment when first raised and of him 
Si r Walter Scott wrote:-

During twenty years of active military service, 
With a spirit that knew no fea r and shunned no danger 
He accompan ied or .led 
ln marches, in sieges, in battle 
The gallant 92nd Regiment of Scottish Highlanders. 
Always to honour, almost always to victory. 
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Th e Cordons and the Greys ll1 Waterloo 

And it was not only Fassifern who had gone. That night though 
the men of the 92nd cooked their supper in the breastplates of the 
French Cuirassiers they had killed and the Pipe-Major played his music 
at the cross-roads, he p layed for half the men jn vain. 

In the chill of the next dawn Wellington came to the Gordon 
HighJanders and it was there he came to his great decision that he 
would " get back to the position at Mont St. Jean, where I wtll accept 
battle with Napoleon if I am supported by one Prussion Corps." Thus 
on Sunday, 18th June, the two armies faced each other at Waterloo. 
While Grouchy sought for the Prussians the Emperor bro.ught 70,000 
men to bear upon Wellington's position in which he had scarcely 63,000 
of whom 42,000 were foreigners. 

The Gordon H ighlanders were in the second line behind a Nether­
lands Brigade when they heard the good news that the Prussians 
were on their way, but as the main attack developed they heard thetr 
Brigadier shouting to them - "92nd you must cha rge , for all t~e 
troops to your right and left have given way." And that was thetr 
s ignal - fo r the Dutch were no longer ahead and the F rench were on 
the ridge. But the 92nd came on four deep with levelled bayonets 
and screaming pipes; and beside them beyond a ll belief, a pounding 
charge of British cavalry thundered towards the French. 

· And then the horsemen recognised their countrymen and a great 
cry went up ' Scotland for Ever,' and the Gordon Highlanders seized 
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hold of the sti rl'ups of the Scots Greys as they gave back the cry; and 
a ll together the whole thundering mass o f men a nd horses, sabres, 
bayonets and muskets were hu rled into the midst o( the F rench lines. 
The Cordons were beside themselves as they took to the slaughter and 
an old p iper shouted that he could sec Fassifcrn, still leading them, 
his bonnet lifted as it always used to be. And there was no thing that 
could stand against the Highla nd frenzy, but their Brigadier recalled 
them, saying - " You have saved the day Highlanders, but you must 
return to your former position; there is more work to be done." It 
was then only half past three and there remai ned five hours of daylight. 
The long summer afternoon wore on and wave after "ave of French 
cavalry came charging up the slope, but the squares of tbe 92nd did 
not ninch . 

But now they could bear the Prussian guns a nd , as the ligh t 
began to fade, the last attack, the massed bea rsk ins of the Emperor's 
Guards came up the hill , came closer still and then withered away 
under the blast of British musketry. And the whole a llied line swept 
forwa rd and the Gordon Highlanders found themselves cheering their 
a llies at La Belle Alliance. The great day was over; they had lost 
Fassifern and half their strength at Quatre Bras. At Waterloo they 
had lost a lmost ha lf that had remained, but those two days of savage 
fighting brought to the Gordon Highlanders imperishable honour such 
as can never be outdone. 

After Waterloo Europe was to enjoy almost forty years of peace 
and the regiment did uneventful garrison duty a t home and overseas 
including many years in the Wes t Ind ies where they suffered much 
f rom disease. They were at Gib raltar in 1854 when Russian inter­
ference with Turkish sovereignty brought France and Britain to her 
a id in the Crimean War. But although, as a regiment, the 92nd saw 
no service in the Crimea between three and four hundred of their 
number had fought there with o ther units a nd amongst those who 
now returned to their original regiment was · Private Thomas Beach, 
a na tive of Forfa r, who rejoined wi th the newly established Victoria 
Cross pinned to his breast. 

INDIAN MUTINY 1857-1858 

Two years later the 92nd were sent to India to take part in the 
closing stages of the Indian Mutiny. The 75th were a lready in India, 
and the officers and men, who had established for themselves a 
reputation as the first mounted infantry and employed as such in the 
Kaffir War of 1835, were now rushed o n elephants to bring in out­
lyi ng settlers, and when this had been successfully accomplished, they 
prepared to advance, by a series of forced marches, against the 
mu tineers who had murdered the inhabitants of Delhi. T he 75th 
had also a repu tation as ordinary infantry for, a short time before this, 
they had reached Umballa, a distance of 48 miles from their base in 
38 hours. ' 
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It was in June, 1857, that they came in front of Delhi as part 
o f the 1st Brigade, and here they found themselves for the first time 
opposed by o rganised and intelligently led Indians. Thus they spent 
three months outside the city until Brigadier John Nicholson led them 
through a breach in the walls and fe ll mortally wounded in the hour 
of the 75th's victory - a victory which earned three of their number 
the Victoria C ross. After Delhi they became part of a Oying column 
which did bril liant work in saving Agra, and took part in the relief 
of Lucknow by Sir Col in Campbell. They returned home in 1862, 
to be followed shortly by the 92nd. 

AFGHANlSTAN 1878-1880 

[n 1878 a sudden crisis blew up on the North-West Frontier of 
I ndia due to intrigue between the Russians and the Amir of Afghan­
istan and the Gordon Highlanders joined a force under Lord Roberts 
who in his " Forty one years in l ndia " says : 'Towards the end of 
February, 1879, I paid a visit to Kohat and had the pleasure of wel­
coming to the frontier that grand regiment the 92nd Highlanders, 
which had been sent up in readiness to join my co.lumn in the event 
of an advance on Kabul becoming necessary.' 

A few months la te r the whole of the Bri tish Embassy staff in 
Kabul was murdered and there followed a period of mountain fighting 
when all the advantages were with the Afghans and even the H igh­
landers found it possible to curse the inclemency of the weather fighting 
8000 fee t above sea level. Some idea of the temperature may be· 
gathered fro m the fact that on several occasions the rum bad frozen 
in the barrels and once the hard-boi led eggs in the haversack ration 
had to be thawed out before they could be eaten. 

The war soon reached the hills around Kabul and the 92nd under 
Major White raced for a hill and crowned it with a charge of great 
gallantly so that it is still known as White"s hill in commemoration 
of that Gordon major who was later as Field Marshal Sir George 
Stuart White, V.C. , to be honoured with the Colonelcy of the Regiment. 
But though Kabul was captured and Robe rts had assumed the rule of 
the coun try, Afghanistan was by no means at peace, and duri ng th is 
time there were several engagements, at one of which, Takht-i-Shah, 
Captain Dick-Cunyngham won the Victo ria Cross. 

In July, 1880, fa r away to the south-east a force of 2500 unde r 
General Burrows had been defeated at Maiwand with casualties of 
1000 and the survivors were now besieged in Kandaha r. It was just 
such a defeat of European troops by native forces which was calculated 
to bring the la ten t unrest in North [nclia into open rebellion and it 
was imperati ve that the beleaguered force be relieved. 

T his distance from Kabul to Kandahar is 300 miles and Lord 
Roberts, his guard throughout the march provided by 24 Gordon High­
landers, led a force of 10,000 through enemy coun try wi thout news of 
their progress reaching besieged or besiegers at Kandahar. 
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Cordons and Gurkhas at Kandahar 

At the end of the long ma rch came the culminating scene when 

ij 
Gordons and Gurkhas raced each other to capture the Afghan guns. 
And when Lord Roberts w as made a G .C. B., he, like Sir John Moore 
before him, chose to have as one of the supporters of his coat of a rms 
a pri vate of the Gordon Highlanders. 

SOUTH A FRICA 188 L (Lst BOER WAR) 

ln the following year the regiment sa ilc.d fo r home, but were 
d iverted to South Africa where a dispute between the British and the 
Boers was deepening in to hostilities and a rri ved in time to suffer heavy 
casualties at the melancholy action of Majuba H ill. The 92nd were 
still in South Africa when in 1881 came the merging with the 75th, 
which was to be known as the Gordon Highlanders and neither regiment 
would seem to be very pleased with this enfo rced marriage. At mid­
night on 30th J une, they solemnly interred a flag decorated with the · 
figures '92,' while a ll the officers in full H ighland d ress walked behind 
as chief mourners, and the Colonel of the 15th Hussars delivered the 
funeral o ration before the p roceed ings ended with three volleys over 
the grave and a piper's lament. Next morning when the flag was 
exhumed it was found to be inscr ibed ' No deid yet.' 

At the same time in Ma lta the 75th were registe ring their grief 
by raising a Roman altar below the ramparts of F loriana on which 
was inscribed :-
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Here lies the poo r old 75th 
IJut under God·s protect ion 
They'l l r ise aga in in ki lt and hose 
A glorious resurrection. 
For by the transformation powers 
Of Pa rliamenta ry laws 
They go to bed the 75th 
And ri se the ninety twas. 

IJut any fee ling of regret was soon forgotten and before long the 
Gordon High lande rs were to prove that they were by no means 'deid 
yet. ' 

EGYJ•T AND SUDAN J.882- L885 

Jn August, 1882, the 1st Bn. di semba rked at Alexandria to ta ke 
part in the suppression of an armed insurrection. The rebels were 
threa te ning the Suez Cana l a nd Sir Garnet Wolsclcy fo und them en­
trenched at Tel-e!-Kebir and realised aL once that it would be useless 
to attack by daylight. So, by a night march of 8 miles, two divisions 
advanced simultaneously upon the enemy and dawn found them passed 
through the enemy's forwa rd line without being di scovered. And then 
as the Egyptian bugles called to action and a st ream of r ifle fire opened 
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on the British forces the Gordons went in with fixed bayonets and 
pipers playing and in twenty minutes Arabi Pasha and his army were 
in full retreat. Though order was soon restored in Egypt, the Soudan 
was in a turmoil and the 1st Bn. took part with both the Desert and 
Ri ver columns in the attempt to save Gordon at Khartoum. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER OF INDIA 1895-1898 

ln 1888 the 1st Bn. went to India living uneventfully enough 
until 1895 when they were called to service with the Chitral Relief 
Force and two years later they again saw fighting on the frontier, 
this time against the Afridis. The tribesmen held the heights before 
Dargai and had withstood for half a day the onslaught of a Brigade 
when it was decided that once aga in the classic combination of 
Gordons and Gurkhas should clear the way. But the Gurkhas were 
checked and the Gordons heard their Colonel, Colonel Matthias, tell 
them - 'The General says the hill must be taken at a ll costs - the 
Gordon H ighlanders will take it. ' Then they left cover for a dash 
across the bullet-swept approaches, the pipes screaming. Almost at 
once the re were casua lties and though the pipes played on they d id 
not go with the advance for Piper Findlater had been shot through 
both feet. Yet under heavy fire he sat there playing doggedly and 
both he and Pte. Lawson received the Victor ia Cross for their work 
that day. 

Dargai was captu red. The swift ma rch against the enemy, the 
short and dashing battle without too many casualties and the touch 
of romance added by the wounded piper captured the imagination of 
the British public in a remarkable way, so that when the battalion 
returned home their progress f rom Liverpool to Edinburgh was tri.umphal 
and in the capital itself it required a squadron of the Scots Greys 
to clea r a way for them. 

SOUTH AFRICA 1899-1902 (2nd BOE R WAR) 

But clouds were gathering in South Africa as Queen Victoria 's 
reign drew to its close. The 2nd Battalion had reached there from 
Bombay and were at Ladysmith when wa r was declared. Resolved 
to stem the Boer invasion of Natal the garrison made a th rust towards 
Elandslaagte and it was there in Octo ber, 1899, that they first met the 
Boers in battle. The Boers were in a strong positio n and thei r arms 
and musketry were more modern and better than those of the British 
forces. The Gordons attacked as the piper played and paid a heavy 
price, but the contested ridge was reached at last and shouting 
' Majuba · to remind them of what had befallen their comrades there 
at the hands of the Boers, they went after the retreating enemy. But 
the victory fai led to disengage Ladysmith and they settled down to the 
dwindling amenities of a siege life which was to last until 28th February, 
1900 . 

The 1st Bn. came out from Britain in time to join Lord Methuen 's 
attempt to relieve K imbe rley and suffered heavi ly with the rest of the 
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Highland Brigade at Magerstontein so that the centu ry ended in dismal 
fash ion for British t roops. But with the arrival of Lord Roberts to 
take command the tide began to turn. The 1st Bn. saw Kitchener win 
h is victory at Paa rdeberg and then they swept on to Bloemfontein, 
while in the east relief came to Ladysmith. 

The 1st Bn. distinguished themselves with rare gallantry at H out 
Nck and then at Doornkop, led by Ian Hamilton, the Gordons won 
fresh laurels. Much has been written of that battle, but there is surely 
no better account than that given by Sir Winston Churchill in his 
book, " ian .Hamilton's March." "The honours, equally with the cost 
of the v ictoJy, making every allowance for skilful d irection and bold 
leading, belong to the 1st Batta lion Gordon Highlande rs more than 
to a ll the other troops put togethe r. The rocks aga inst which they 
marched proved to be the very heart of the enemy's position. The 
grass in front of the posit ion was burn t and burning, and against thi s 
dark background the khaki figures showed distinctly. The Boers held 
their heaviest fire until the attack was within 800 yards. and then 
the ominous rattle of concen trated rifle fire burst forth . The advance 
neither checked nor quickened. With remorseless stride, undisturbed 
by peril or enthusiasm. the Gordon Highlanders swept steadily onwards. 
changed direction half left to avoid as far as possible an enfilade fire , 
changed again to effect a lodgement on the end of the ridge most 
sui table to attack and at last rose up together to charge. The Boers 
shrunk f rom the attack . . . they fled in confusion . . .'' He also 
wrote at the time "There is no doubt that they are the finest regiment 
in the world . . . Their unfaltering advance . ... their final charge 
with the bayonet, constitute the ir latest feat of arms the equal of D argai 
and Elandslaagte." 

The South African war ended, the 2nd Battalion returned to lndia 
and by the summer of 1914 had been stationed at Kasr-el-Ni l, Cairo, 
for two years. The I st Batta lion had come home and at this time were 
at Crownhi ll Barracks, P lymouth. ( 

THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918 

When on 4th August the Germans str uck th rough Belgium the 
shock had to be met on the fields of F landers and France and within 
a few days the • contemptib le little army' as the Kaiser called it had 
been thrown across the channel and by the 22nd of the month had 
reached Mons. The 1st Bn. as part of the 8th Bde. in the 3rd 
Division helped to line the Conde-Mons canal near Nimy Bridge and 
it was here on the morning of the followi ng day that the brunt of the 
German o nslaught fell and two days later, after the lo ngest march of 
the retreat, they made their famous stand at Le Cateau. At last after 
8 days of retreat and with only one company left they reached a line 
behind the river Mame and it was from here that Genera l Joffre 
struck at the German flank and turned the tide of invasion away f rom 
Pa ri s. 
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Meanwhile the 2nd Bn. had taken the field with the 7th Division 
and at the First Battle of Ypres he ld the line aga inst a force, six 
times its strength, which was a imed at the Channel Ports. And now 
at interva ls there arrived four territoria l and three se rvice battalio~s 

to join the regula rs so tha t the yea r 1915 was to sec all the Gordon 
battal ions in action from Neuve Chapellc in Ma rch, Festubert in May 
to the autumn battle of Loos. 

A year la te r the a llies in the west found themselves on something 
li ke equa l te rms with the enemy and afte r the heavy losses of the 
F rench at Verdu n the brunt of the figh ti ng fell on the British. T hroughout 
the five months' long battle of the Sommc, every Gordon Bn. took its 
full share - the 1st still with the ' Fighting 3rd ' and the 2nd in the 
no-less famous 7 th Division. The four territoria l Bns. were by now 
brigadcd with the 51st, while the two service Bns., which had fought so 
well at Loos, served in the 15th (Scottish) Division. 

T he fight of the 2nd Bn. at Mametz was a typica l Sommc action 
in which a dour and ready enemy sold ground at the highest possible 
price . T hree lines of trenches had to be won and crossed before the 
vi llage of Mametz was reached and at the end of the long day the 
ba ttalion had lost 16 officers and 445 o ther ranks. 

As the batt le progressed the other Bns. were drawn in. The 1st 
had a memo rable engagement at Delville Wood. The four Bns. in 
the 51st fought a t High Wood and the service Bns. at Flers and Pozieres 
Ridge. Each Bn. was engaged over and over again and ft was not unt il 
August that the grea t day came when all those tired Bns. were to 
meet. T he regula rs were resting at Mericourt, the remainder at H appy 
Valley. T he I st had the longest way to go, but by a forced march they 
managed to reach the scene of that grea t gathering of e ight Gordon Bns. 

Througho ut 1917 the struggle raged and the G ordons were there at 
Vimy Ridge a nd Bullecourt, at the battle of Third Ypres and Cambrai 
and countless o the r actions. 

In the spring of the following yea r came the supreme crisis of the 
wa r and on 21 st Ma rch the mighty German blow fell. The 2nd Bn. had 
by now moved to the I talian front to help stem the tide after the di saster 
to the Ha lian a rmy at Caporetto, but the other seven Bns. were engaged 
in the second battle of the Somme and an indication of the fe rocity of 
the st ruggle is given by the casualties of the 5th Bn. in six days' fighting 
a t Doignie and Mezieres - 22 o fficers and 560 o ther ranks. 

To atone for his partia l fa ilure on the Somme the e::emy now 
threw in 35 fresh divisions at the ba tt le of the Lys on the Flanders 
front and when thi s was no mo re successful LudendorfT launched his 
last and greatest e[ ort to force a decisive victory. H e forced the Aisne 
and reached the Marne a t Chateau Thierry and it was here that history 
was to repeat itself - just as Joffre had thrown back the first German 
rush f rom this line, so now, were they to meet a more disastrous fa te 
at the hands of Foch. 
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And throughout these great battles and those that fo llowed all the 
Gordon battalions played their pa rt and when, en I lth November, 1918, 
the Armistice was signed, victory was celebrated where each Bn. stood 
- the 1st at Longueville, the 2nd on the Piave, the 6/7th at Thu-Leveque 
and the 9th east of the Scheidt. T he regiment had sufrered casua lties 
close on 30,000 of a ll ranks. 

T he Jst Bn. now did a spell a t Cologne before coming ho me to 
prepa re for fore ign se rvice. Early in 1920 they landed at Constantinople 
as pa rt of the Army of the Black Sea. H ere interna l trouble in T urkey 
and qua rrels with G reece had led to a dangerous situation. Soon they 
were in Malta though two years later a fu rther call came for service in 
Turkey, but the crisis passed. A ga in in 1924 they were called upon 
to leave the island at short notice when they sailed in the Aircra ft Carrier 
Eagle for Egypt where a Nationalist agita tion had ari sen, but afte r a 
month on the o utskirts of Cairo the Bn . was aga in on board ship bound 
fo r Bombay and the fourth Indian tour in its history. 

Service in the Deccan, a t Delhi and on the North-West Front ie r 
occupied the next ten years and then a fter a short stay in Pa lesti ne 
they sailed fo r home and, en route, disembarked a t G ibra lta r to spend 
a day with the 2nd Bn. which was sta tioned on the rock. This was 
in 1935, the year in which the Depot moved to the Bridge of Don and 
the new ba rracks in their spacious setting of 50 acres, a grea t contrast 
to the cramped two acres of Castlehill , which had been the home of the 
regiment fo r more than 140 years. 

The 2nd Bn. began its post-war reconstruction in Phcenix Park. 
Dublin, and therea fter served in Scotland, Ulster and England befo re 
leaving fo r Gibralta r and the start of their foreign service tour. September, 
1939. found them as pa rt of the garri son of Singapore, whi le the 1st Bn. 
was at Aldershot. There were three terri torial Bns. a nd .during the 
summer months these had been in the process of doubl ing, thus at the 
o utbreak of the war the regiment had five Bns. and three more forming. 

SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-45 / 

It was not long before four of these had crossed the chann~ l and 
when in 1940 the German break-through came, two of them, the I st 
and the 5th, part of the 51st D ivision, were holding a section of the 
Maginot Line a nd from here they were withdrawn to figh t their way 
west and south by way o f Amiens to St. Va lery. And it was here, 
faced wi th overwhelming fo rce and a ll hope of escape by sea gone, 
that they with the rest of the di vision, la id down their arms. Meanwhi le 
to the North the 4th and 6th Bns. having moved forward into Be lgium 
were obliged to fall back on Dunkirk from whence they were evacuated 
to England. 

The re fo llowed a long period of reorganisation and training during 
whi ch new 1st and 5th Bns. we re formed and th ree units of the regiment 
were converted to o ther a rms. The 4th and 8th Bns. became respecti vely 
the 92nd and IOOth Anti-Tank Regiments R A , while the 9th Bn. became 
the !16th Regiment R .A.C. 
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trom ptcture m l<eg•mentat Museum 

Batrle of S/erro - Sicily 1943 

MALAYA 1942 

When in December, 194 1, the Japanese opened hostili ties, the 2nd 
Bn. were drawn into the figh t. As part of the garrison of Singapore 
they were not thrown in to resist the Japanese advance down the M alayan 
peninsula r until late in the campaign and by then the posi tion was 
desperate. But they withdrew in good order over the causeway to 
Smgapore to play a full part in the battle which ended with the surrender 
of the garr ison. 

A FRICA AND ITALY 

Nearer home Britain was building up her forces and the time was 
not far d istant when, with her American all ies, they were to go over 
to the oiTensive. Thus the Jst and 5/7th Bns. in the new 51st Division 
had rounded the Cape and were now training in the Nile delta for the 
task of r idding Africa of the Germans and Italians. And these two 
Bns. marched with the 8th Army from El Alamein westwards to T ripoli 
and beyond, while from the west came the 6th Bn. in the 1st Army to 
meet them, their task accomplished, on the tip of Tunisia. 
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There followed the invasion and rapid conquest of Sici ly before 
the 51st Division was withdrawn to prepare for a yet more important 
task. T he 6th Bn. remained in this theatre, however, and was soon to 
land on the beaches of Anzio and take the road which led them to 
Rome. 

N ORTH-WEST EUROPE 1944-1945 

At home a new 2nd Bn. was rising and was ready to take the field 
with the 15tn (Scottish) Division in the invasion of Normandy. They 
followed closely on the heels of the 1st and 5j7th Bns. in the 51st 
Division which had landed on D day, and from then 011wards un ti l the 
fina l su rrender of Germany there were three Gordon Bns. in the figh t 
which led them across F rance and over the R hine to avenge thei r 
com rades of St. Valery. 

IJ lJRM A 1943-1945 

And in the East two other units of the regiment, IOOth A/Tk. Reg!. 
R.A. (The Gordon High landers) and 1 16th Regiment, R.A.C. (The Gordon 
H ighlanders) were there at the defence of Kohima and N.E. India, and 
in the drive which cleared Burma of the Japanese. F our and a half 
years' fighting had cost the regiment 2 ,500 lives. 

AFTER THE WAR 

While the Is! Batta lion served with the B ritish A rmy of the Rhine, 
and the 2nd in Tripoli, demobilization was proceeding rapid ly. In 1947 
nearly all the Infantry Regiments of the Army were reduced to one 
battalion, and the 1st and 2nd Gordons were amalgamated. At the same 
time the Territorials were n:duced, and we now have only the 4th/7th 
and 5th/6th Battalions in Scotland, and The London Scottish. 

In 1951- I 954 the 1st Batta lion served for three years on active service 
. against the Communist terror ists in Malaya, and on 31st December, 1956, 

they returned from fifteen months of equally hard skirmishing in Cyprus, 
and are now, at the time ofl writing in July, 1957, in Dove r. Nineteen 
members of the Battalion were killed in Malaya, and sixteen in Cyprus. 
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Inspection before the Coronation Parade at Malacca /953. 

Colo11r Party - Coronation Contingent 1953 

Jungle Patrol in Malaya 

"Fire!" 3" M ortar Platoon in action in 
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

VICTORIA CROSSES 

PRIVATE THOMAS B EAC H 
"Thomas Beach, Private, 55th Regiment. For conspicuous 

gallantry at the Battle of Inkerman, 5th November, 1854, when 
on piquet, in a ttacking several Russians who were plundering 
Lieut. -Colonel Carpenter, 41st Regiment, who was lying wounded 
on the ground. 1-{e killed two of the Russians, and protected 
Lieut.-Color.el Carpenter until the arrival of some men of the 
41st Regiment." 

NOTE.- Priva te Beach was one of many volunteers for service 
in the Crimea, from the 92nd Highlanders at that time garrison 

troops in Gibraltar. 

PRIVATE PATRICK GREEN 
"For having, on 11th September, 1857, when the piquet at 

Koodsia Baugh, at Delhi , was hotly pressed by a large body of 
the enemy, successfully rescued a comrade who had fallen wounded 
as a skirmisher." 

LIEUTENANT RICHARD WADESON 
" For conspicuous bravery at Delhi on the 18th Ju ly, 1857, 

when the regiment was engaged in the Subjee M undee, in having 
saved the life of Private Michael Farrell , when attacked by a 
sowar of the enemy's cavalry, and killed the sowar. Also on the 
same day Cor rescuing Private John Barry, of the same regiment, 
when wounded and helpless, he was attacked by a cavalry sowar, 
whom Lieut. Wa deson killed." 
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Victoria C ross Citations 

C OLO U R-SERG EANT CORNELIUS 
C OGHLA N 

8th June, 1857; 18th July, 1857. "For ga llan tly venturing, 
under a heavy fire, with three others, into a serai occupied by 
the enemy in great numbers, and removing Private Corbett, 75th 
Regiment, who lay severely wounded. Also for cheering and 
encouraging a party which hesitated to charge down a lane in 
Subjee M undee, at Delh i, lined on each side with huts, and raked 
by a cross fire; then entering with the said party into an enclosure 
fi lled with the enemy, and destroying every man. For having, 
a lso, on the same occasion, returned under a cross fire to collect 
dhoolies and carry off the wounded; a service which was successfully 
performed, and for wh ich this man received great praise from the 
officers of his regiment." 

MAJOR GEORGE STUART WHITE 

6th October, 1879. " For consp icuous bravery during the 
engagement at Charasia on 6th October, 1879, when, finding that 
the artillery and rifle fire failed to .dislodge the enemy from a 
fortified hill which it was necessary to capture, Major White led 
an attack on it in person. Advancing with two companies of 
his regiment, and climbi ng from one steep ledge to another, he 
came .upon a body of the enemy strongly posted and outnumbering 
his force by about eight to one. His men being much exhausted 
and immediate action being necessary, Major White took a rifle 
and, going on by himself, shot the leader of the enemy. This act 
so intimidated the rest that they fled round the side of the hill 
and the position was won. Again on the 1st September, 1880, at 
the Battle of Kandahar, Major White, in leading the final charge 
under heavy fire from the enemy, who held a strong position 
supported by two guns, rode straight up to within a few yards of 
them, and seeing the guns, dashed forward and secured one of 
them, immediately after which the enemy ret ired." 

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM H EN RY 
DICK-C UNYNGHAM 

13th December, 1879. " For conspicuous gallantry and bravery 
displayed by him on the 13th December, 1879, at the attack on 
the Sherpur Pass, in Afghanistan, in having exposed himself to 
the fu ll fire of the enemy, and by his example and encouragement 
rallied the men who, having been beaten back, were at the moment 
wavering at the top of the hill. " 
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PIP E R G E OR GE F I NDLATE R 
20th October, 1897. " During the attack on the Dargai Heights 

on the 20th October, 1897, P iper Findlatcr, after being shot through 
both feet, and unable to stand, sat up, under a heavy fi re, playing 
the regimental march to encourage the charge of the Gordon 
llighlandcrs." 

PRIV A T E E DWARD LAWS O N 
20th October, 1897. "During the attack on the Dargai llcights 

on the 20th October, 1897, Private Lawson carried Lieut. K. 
Dingwall, The Gordon Highlanders (who was wounded and unable 
to move), out of a heavy fire, and subsequently returned and 
brought in Private McM illan, being himself wounded in lwo places." 

C APTAIN E RNES T BEA C H CR OFT 
B E CKWI T H TO WS E 

" On the 11th April, 1899, at the action of Magcrsfontein , 
Captain Towse was brought to notice by his commanding officer 
for his gallantry and devotion in assisting the late Colonel 
Downman, when mortally waunded, in the ret irement, and en­
deavo-uring when close up to the front of the firing line, to carry 
Colonel Downman on his back ; but finding this not possible, Captain 
Towse supported him till joined by Colour-Sergeant Nelson and 
L/Cpl. Hodgson. On the 30th April , 1900, Captain Towse wi th 
twelve men, took up a position on the top of Mount Thaba. fa r 
away from support. A force of about 150 Boers attempted to 
seize the same plateau, neither party appearing to see the other 
unti l they were but one hundred ya rds apart. Some o( the Boers 
then got within forty yards of Captain Towse and his party, and 
called on him to surrender. He at once caused his men to open 
fi re, and remained fi ri ng himself until severely wounded (both 
eyes shattered), thus succeeding in driving orr the Boers. The 
gallantry of this officer in vigorously attacking the enemy (for 
he not only fired, but charged forward) saved the s ituation; not­
withstanding the numerical superiority of the Boers." 

C APTAI N M ATTH E W FO NTAINE 
MA U R Y ME I KLE JOH N 

" At the Battle of Elandslaagtc, on the 21st October, 1899, 
after the main Boer position had been captured, some of the 
men of the Gordon Highlanders, when about to advance, were 
exposed to a heavy cross-fire, and, having lost their leaders, com­
menced to waver. Seeing this, Captain Meiklejohn rushed to the 
front and called on the Gordons to follow him. By his conspicuous 
bravery and fearless example he ra llied the men and led them 
against the enemy's position, where he fe ll, desperately wounded 
in four places." 
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LI EUTENANT W I L LI AM ROB E RT S O N 

"At the Battle of Elandslaagte, on 21st October, 1899, during 
the final advance on the enemy position, this Warrant Officer led 
each successive rush, exposing himself fearlessly to the enemy's 
artillery and rifle fire to enoourage the men. After the main 
position had been captured, he led a small party to seize the Boer 
Camp. Though exposed to a deadly cross-fire from the enemy's 
rifles he gallantly held the position captured, and continued to 
encourage the men until he was wounded in two places." 

C ORPORAL JOHN FRED E RI C K 
MACKAY 

" On the 20th May, 1900, during the action at Doornkop, near 
Johannesburg, Mackay repeatedly rushed forward, under a withering 
fire at short range, to attend to wounded comrades, dressing their 
wounds while he himself was without shelter, and in one instance 
carrying a wounded man from the open under a heavy fi re to 
the shelter of a boulder." 

C APTAI N WILLIAM E AG L ESO N 
GORDO N 

"On the l ith July, 1900, during the action near Leekoehoek 
(or Doornboschfontein, near Krugersdorf), a party of men, accom­
panied by Captains Younger and Allan, having succeeded in 
dragging an artillery waggon when its horses were unable to do 
so by reason of the heavy and accurate fire of the enemy, Captain 
Gordon called for volun teers, and with the greatest coolness 
fas tened the drag rope to the gun, and then beckoned to the 
men, who immediately doubled out to join him, in accordance 
with his previous instructions. Whi le moving the gun Capta in 
Younger and three men were hit. Seeing that further attempts 
would only result in further casualties, Captain Gordon ordered 
the remainder of the party under cover of the kopje again, and, 
having seen the wounded safely away, himself retired. Captain 
Gordon's conduct under a particularly heavy and most accurate 
fire at only 600 yards range was most admirable, and his manner 
of handling his men most masterly; his devotion on every occasion 
that this ba ttalion has been under fire has been remarkable." 

CA P TA I N DA V ID R E .G I N A L D 
Y O UNGER 

" This officer, during the action near Krugersdorf on the 11th 
July, 1900, volunteered for and took out the party which successfully 
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dragged a Royal Artillery waggon under cover of a small kopje, 
though exposed to a very heavy and accurate fire at only 850 
yards range. He a lso accompanied the second party of volunteers 
who went out to try and bring in one of the guns. During the 
afternoon he was mortally wounded, dying shortly afterwards. His 
cool and gallant conduct was the admiration of a ll who witnessed 
it, and, had Captain Younger lived, the Field-Marshal Commanding­
in-Chief in South Africa would have recommended him for the 
high award of the Victoria Cross, at the same time as Capta in 
W. E. Gordon, of the same regiment." 
NOTE.- On 8th August, 1902, H.M. King Edward VH authorised 

the posthumous award of the Victoria C ross. 

DRUMMER WILLIAM KENNY 

"For conspicuous bravery on 23rd October, .1914, near Ypres, 
in rescuing wounded men on five occasions under very heavy fi re 
in the most fearless manner, and for twice previously saving 
machine guns by carrying them out of action. On numerous 
occasions Drummer Kenny conveyed urgent messages under very 
dangerous circumstances over fire-swept ground." 

CAPTAIN JAMES ANSON OTHO 
BROOKE 

29th October, 1914. "For most conspicuous bravery and 
great ability near Gheluvelt, on the 29th October, in leading two 
attacks on the German trenches under heavy rifle and machine 
gun fire, regaining a lost trench at a very cri tical moment. He 
was killed on that day. By his marked coolness and promptitude 
on this occasion, Lieut. Brooke prevented the enemy from breaking 
through our line at a time when a general counter-a ttack could 
not have been organized." 

PRIVATE GORDON Mc i NTOSH 

"For most conspicuous bravery when, during the consolidation 
of a position, h is company came under machine g.un fire at close 
range. Private Mcintosh immediately rushed forward under heavy 
fire, and reaching his emplacement, he threw a M il ls grenade in 
to it , killing two of the enemy and wounding a thlrd . Subsequently, 
entering the dug-out, he found two li ght machine guns, which he 
carried back with him. His quick grasp of the si tuation and 
the utter fearlessness and rapidity with which he acted undoubtedly 
saved many of his comrades, and enabled the consolida t ion to 
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proceed unhindered by machi ne gun fi re. Throughout the day 
the cheerfulness and courage of Private Mcintosh was indomitable, 
and to his fine example in a great measure was due the success 
which attended his company.·· 

LIEUTENANT ALLAN EBENEZER KER 

"For conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. On the 21st 
March, 1918, ncar St. Quentin, after a heavy bombardment, the 
enemy penet rated our line, and the flank of the 6 lst D ivision 
became exposed. Lieut. Ker, wi th one Vickers gun, succeeded in 
engaging the enemy's infantry, approaching under cover of dead 
ground, and held up the a ttack, inflicting many casualties. He 
then sent back word to his Battal ion Headquarters that he had 
determined to stop with his Sergeant and several men who had 
been badly wounded, and fight until a counter-attack cou ld be 
launched to relieve him. Just as ammunition failed his party 
was attacked from behind with bombs, machine guns and th<! 
bayonet. Several bayonet attacks were delivered, bu t each time 
they were repulsed by Lieut. Ker and his companions with their 
revolvers, the Vickers gun having by this time been destroyed. 

T he wounded were collected into a small shelter, and it was 
decided to defend them to the last and to hold the enemy as 
long as possible. In one of the many hand-to-hand encounters a 
German rifle and bayonet and a small supply of ammunition was 
secu red, and subsequently used with good effect against the enemy. 
Although Lieut. Ker was very exhausted from want of food and 
gas poisoning, and from the supreme exe rtions he h~d made 
during ten hours of the most severe bombardment, fighting and 
attending to the wounded, he refused to surrender until all hi s 
ammunition was exhausted and his position was rushed by a 
large number of the enemy. His behaviour throughout the day 
was absolu tely cool and fearless, and by his determination he 
was materially instrumental in engaging and holding up for three 
hours more than 500 of the enemy." 

PRIVATE GEORGE A LLA N MITCHELL 

" On the night 23rd/24th January, 1944, six days after the 
assault crossing of the River Garigliano, A Company, 1st Battalion, 
The London Scottish, was ordered to carry out a local attack to 
restore the situation on a portion of the main Damiano ridge. 

" The Company a ttacked with two platoons forward and a 
composi te platoon of London Scottish and Royal Berkshiremen 
in reserve. 1l1e Company Commander was wounded in the very 
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early stages of the attack. The only other officer with the 
Company was wounded soon afterwards. 

" No. 9 Section of No. 9 Platoon of this Company was 
ordered by the Platoon Commander to carry o ut a right flankin g 
movement against some enemy machine-guns which were holdi ng 
up the advance. Also as soon as he had issued the order, he 
was killed. There was no platoon sergeant. 

" During the advance, the enemy opened heavy machine-guns 
at point-blank range. Without hesitation, Private Mitchell dropped 
the 2-inch mortar which he was ca rry ing, and seizing a rifle and 
bayonet, charged, alone, up the hill th rough intense Spandau fire. 
He reached the enemy machine-gun unscathed, jumped into the 
weapon pit, shot one and bayoneted the other member of the 
crew, thus silencing the gun. As a resul t, the advance of the 
platoon continued, but shortly afterwards the leading section was 
again held up by the fire of approximately two German sections 
who were strongly entrenched. Private Mitchell , realising that 
prompt action was essential, rushed J'orward into the assault, firing 
his rifle from the hip, completely oblivious of the bullets which 
were sweeping the a rea. The remainder of his section, inspired 
by his example, fo llowed him and arrived in time to complete 
the capture of the position, in which six Germans were killed 
and twelve made prisoner. 

"As the section was reorganising itself to continue to its 
objective, yet another enemy machine-gun opened up on it at 
close range. Once more Private Mitchell rushed forward alone and 
with his rifle and bayonet killed the crew. 

"The section now found itself immediately below the crest 
of the hill, from which heavy sma11-arms fire was being directed 
and grenades were being thrown. Priva te Mitchell 's ammuni tion 
was exhausted, bu t in spite of this he called on the men for one 
further effort and again led the assau lt up the steep and rocky 
hillside. Dashing to the fron t, he was again the first man to 
reach the enemy position and was mainly instrumental in fo rcing 
the remainder of the enemy to surrender. 

" A few minutes later, a German, who had surrendered, picked 
up a rifle and shot Private Mitchell through the head. T hroughout 
this operation, ca rried out on a ve ry da rk night, up a steep hillside 
covered in rocks and scrub , Private Mitchell di splayed superb 
courage and devotion to duty of the very highest order. His 
complete disregard of the enemy fire, the fearless way in which 
he oontin.ually exposed himself, and his refusal to accept defeat. 
so inspired his comrades, that together they succeeded in over­
coming and utterly defeating an enemy superior in numbers. and 
owning all the advantages of the ground." 

(Extract from original citation). 
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THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
COLONELS IN CHIEF 
lith June, 1898, to 6th May, 1910 

Field Marshal His Royal Highness Albert Edward Pri nce of Wales 
and Duke of Cornwall, K.G., K.T., K.P., G .C.B., G .C.S.T .. G .C.M.G .. 
G .C.I.E ., G C.V.O. His Majesty King Edward V II. 

12th March, 1937, to Date 
Field Marshal His Royal Highness The Duke of G louceste r, Earl of 
Ulster, K.G., K.T., K.P., G.C.B., G .C.M.G. , G .C.Y.O. 

COWNELS 
75th Regiment 
12th Oct. , 1787-

Gen. Sir R. Abercromby 
lOth Nov .. 1827-

Lt.-Gen. J. Dunlop 
9th April , 1832-

Lt.-Gcn. Sir J . Fuller 
26t h Oct .. 184 1-

Gen. Sir W. Hutchinson 
16th Sept., 1845-

Major-Gcn. S. 1-f. Berkeley 
22nd March, 1858-

Major-Gcn. Sir I . A. Clerke 
18th Jan., 1870-

Majo r-General D. Russell 
24th Oct., 1872-

Lt.-Gen. J . T. Hill 

92nd Regiment 
3rd May, 1796-

George, Marquis of II untly 
3rd Jan., 1806-

Lt.-Gen. Hon. Sir John Hope 
29th Jan., 1820-

Lt.-Gen. John Hope 
6th Sept., 1823-

Lt.-Gen. Hon. Alex. Dun· 
20th July, 183 1-

Lt.-Gen. Sir J . Hamilton 
Dalrymple 

31st May, 1843-
Lt.-Gen. Sir W. Macbean 

20th June, 1855-
Lt.-Gen. Sir John MacDona ld 

25th June, 1866-
Field-Marshal Rt. Hon Hugh, 

Lord Strathnairn 
3rd March, 1869-

Lt.-Gen. J. Campbell 
29th Dec. , 187 1-

Lt.-Gen. G. Staunton 
16th April , 1880-

Gen. M. Kerr Atherley 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
lst July, 1881- Lieut.-General J . T. Hill } 
12th March, 1884-General J . A. Ewart Joint 
30th June, 1895- Lieut.-General C. E. P . Gordon 
20th August, 1897- General Si r G. S. White 
25th June, 1912- General Sir Charles Douglas 
lst June, 1914-General Sir Ian Hamilton 
lst June, 1939- Major-General Sir James Burnett of Leys, Ba rt. 
l st April, 1948- Colonel W. J . Graham 
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LIFE I N 
INFANTRY 

A MODER N 
B A TT A LION 

This is an account of the life of a soldier in a present-day Infantry 
13alta lion. Not always an easy life, but the life of a man amongst men, 
prepared to go anywhere or do anything, as the .Infan try has always done 
with pride. 

After his call-up and medical inspection by the recruiting authorities, 
the young recruit reports to his Regimental Depot. In the case of the 
Gordon Highlanders this is located at the spacious and comfortable 
Gordon Barracks, Bridge o( Don, Aberdeen. Here he will spend the 
first ten weeks of his Army career. 

On arriving at the Depot he wilt find himself looked after by a 
firm but friendly lot of instructors, and will be put through a logical 
process o f introduction to the ways of the Army and of the Gordon 
Highlanders in particula r. 

In company with any other recruits certain essentia l documents will 
be prepared on information given by him. He will then draw his 
bedding from the store and be issued with his uniform and equipment. 
A further more detailed medical examination and dental inspection, this 
time by our own doctor and dentist, will be followed by an interview 
with the Personnel Selection Officer (PSO). The PSO is a specialist 
whose job it is to see that each man is, where possible, allotted to 
the most suitable form of employment during his service. · lt is' at th is 
stage that potential officers and NCOs are initially selected, and any 
useful tradesmen earmarked so that they will not get overlooked. The 
recruit who is medically or educationally below standard is then sent 
to a specia l Army School where his physique will be scientifically built 
up, or his neglected education repaired, until he is ready to sta rt his 
recru its training as an Infantryman at Gordon Barracks. 

He is now ready to start learning to be a soldie r. He will be 
placed in a squad which, as far as possible, con tains other ~ecruits of 
the same age and mental and physical level. The Instructors whom he 
meets then wi ll be with him during the whole ten weeks of h is Depot 
training. 

During this time he wi ll be taught to march, drill , handle and fi re 
a rifle , machine carbine and bren gun. He will receive physical training 
and be instructed how to look after his clothing and equipment. He 
will learn the elements of military law, the Army pay code, some first 
aid and m edical training (so that he can keep himself healthy wherever 
he may be sen t), and be given lectures on nationa l and world affairs to 
broaden his ou tlook. He will also be conducted round our very fine! 
Regimental Museum, which contains relics from the Gordons' past. 
so that he may learn to take a pride in the grea t Regimental family of 
which he is now a member. 
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Depot - The reading room in rhe N.A .A .F.!. 

Depot - The N.A .A .F.!. Restauram 
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n epm rhe C'i11ema. 

Depor - A rypica/ recruir barrack room . 
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Depot - The lOI'fiOI'ill's C/uh i11 th e N .A .A .1-.1. 

D epot - The Serxea111s' Mess. 
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The Assault Course. 

Toughness and agility are 1•ital /or the ln/tmtrylll t/11 

Recmits firing th eir rifle course 011 Blackdog Ra11ge. 
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A corner of the Regimental Museum. 

At the end of this basic ten weeks of training, having passed his 
tests and reached the necessary standards, a "Passing-Out " Parade will 
be held to which he can invite friends or relatives, and the Depot holds 
a luncheon pa rt y for them. After the Parade it is usual for the Soldier 
- a recruit no longer - to go stmight away on leave before joining the 
I st Battalion. 

LIFE IN THE 1st BATTALION 

On arriva l at the Battalion the young soldier will find that he has 
still much to learn. He wi ll again be interviewed, this time by the 
officer oommanding the p latoon in which he is to serve. His PSO and 
Depot training reports wi ll be examined, and he wil l be asked his views 
about his employment. There is a variety of jobs open to him in an 
Infantry Battalion, and he wi ll be selected for (or if vacancies exist be 
allowed to choose) one for which he is su itable. 

T he following are some of the jobs open to him :-

(a) Rifleman - The basic fighting Infantry soldier and the most important 
man in the Army. Jack of all trades, seven to ten weapons to master, 
hand ling wireless sets, map reading, field-craft, mine-laying, fie ld 
works, cooking, etc., and in fact a litt le of a ll the following, which 
are designed purely to support him in battle. He is the key man of 
a ll, and typified by the f requently met tough No. I of a Bren Gun 
who firmly refuses to a llow anyone else to touch or carry his 
precious weapon - and rightly so. 
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T ire Colonel of tire R ef!im ent inspects a Depot Passinl(-out Parade 

Uecruits led by Boy Pipers and Dru111111ers. 

<b) Clerk - Clerical du ties in the Battalion Orde rly Room, Company or 
Quarte rmaster's Offices, or in the Pay Office. 

(c) Medical - Stretcher Bearer, or Medical Orderly to the Doctor in 
the Regimental A id Post. 

(d) Storcman - In charge of some of the huge quanti ty o( clothing, 
weapons, a mmunition, equipment, petrol, or motor transport stores 
requ ired to keep a Ba ttalion of nine hundred in good trim. 

(c) Driver - Driving motor-cycles, jeeps, 1-ton and 3-ton trucks. The re 
a re approxima tely roo dri vers in each battalion. 

Vehicle M aintenance on a Jeep. 

(f) 3 inch Mortar Platoon - M orta r-man o r d river. 

(g) Medium Machine Gun Platoon - M achine-gunner, Rangefinder, or 
D river. The machine gun used is the famous Vickers G un. 

(h) P ioneers - Carpenters and JOIIlers, bricklayers, demolition by 
explosive, m ines, assault boats, bridging, constr.uction. 

(i) Signal P latoon - Wireless operator, telephone exchange operator, 
line layer, cod ing and decod ing, despatch rider, clerk, driver. 

(j) Intelligence Section - Map reading and making, map marking for 
operations, inte rp retation of a ir photographs, interrogation of 
pr isoners, sn iping with special rifles and telescopic sights. 

(k) R cgimcnt'dl Police - Route marking, traffic contro l (particula rly 
important on operations), discipline. 
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(I) Regimental Band and Pipe Band - Musician, piper, bugler, drummer, 
cornet, saxophone, trombone, etc. The pipers, buglers and drummers, 
in addition to their musical duties, a lso have important tasks in battle, 
such as st retcher bearing and the defence of Battal ion Headquarters. 

For whatever job the young soldier is fi rtall y selected, he will find 
that there is an immense amount to learn. Nor need he be disappointed 
if at first a vacancy docs not exist in what he wants, as there will be 
ample opportunity to transfer before long. 

The modern Infantry soldier is a specialist, and equally sk illed in 
his branch as the Royal Engineer or the man in the Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers. His training is more intense and varied , 
and a higher degree of initia tive and leadership and character is required. 

The Infanf·rynmn em, by work a nd knowledge, increase his pay to a 
level equivalent to any tradesman in any brunch in the Anny. 

For the Regular Soldier there arc special courses of instruction in 
all the employments mentioned above , and for training potential NCOs. 
Each man is encouraged to continue his education, and will be taught 
by qua lified instructors of the Royal Army Education Corps. The Army 
Jst Class Certificate of Education and the Forces Preliminary Examination 
are equivalent to School and Higher School Certificates. T hey are both 
recognised by the civilian authorities. 

Depot - A class of recruits in the Education Centre. 
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P HY[SI C A L T R A I NIN G 
. A_ large num~er of periods are devoted to Physical training, which 
IS designed to bnng a man quickly to a high standard of fitness and 
mcn~l alertness .. The gymnasium and its equipment is .up-to-date, and 
~he 1 ~structors m Physical Training are men who have undergone 
mtcnstvc courses of instruction at the Army Physical Training School 
at Aldcrshot. 

Physical Training for recrw'ts in the gymnasium. 

Physical fitness leads to men becoming mentally alert, therefore the 
underlying principle is ... "A sound mind in a sound body." 

. Every exercise . is plan_ned and, as wi ll be seen in the fo llowing 
PICtures, the cxerctses deptcted bring about physical · fitness and unity 
of movement whic~ means tha_t every man has to be menta lly ale rt during 
the whole of the ttme spent m physical training. 

SPOR T 
All work and no play would soon make the soldier a very dull 

~ellow, so his sports and games are the subject of careful thought. He 
1s able. to play cv~ry game in the sporting calendar in its season. Our 
Depot 1S well cqutpped in the matter of sports grounds, and the recruit 
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in the Gordon Highlanders 
has every opportunity of 
showing his skill in every 
kind of sport. We aim at 
the team sp irit in a ll our 
games, but the outstanding 
performer is encouraged in 
every way. Opportunities 
always present themselves 
for representative honours, 
and these honours reflect 
credit on the Regiment as 
well as on the individual. 
Sport costs the soldier very 
little, and Regimental funds 
provide his expenses when 
playing for his Depot. 

Basketball. 

FOOD 

It is a well known fact that one of the main essentials for a fit 
and efficient unit is good food. The question of food, its qua lity and 
quantity, is given p rimary consideration in the Gordon Highlanders, 
whether they be stationed in barracks, on training, or on active service. 

The food served in the Army is intended to give maximum amount 
of · nourishment and to obtain those build ing properties so essential to 
any young man and particularly to young soldiers. 

Meals are cooked in the most modern cookhouses supervised by 
t rained N .C.O.'s who have passed intensive courses at the Army School 
of Cookery. Cookhouses and Dining Halls are kept scrupulously clean. 

Meals are served at regular hours which helps considerably towards 
improving the general fitness of the young soldier. 

A ·Messing Meeting is held once a fortnight under the chairmanship 
of a senior officer attended by representatives from all companies. Every 
encouragement is given for putting forward constructive ideas for 
improving the food and the general standard of living. 

The meals at the Gordon Highlanders Depot have a reputation which 
is the envy of many others. 
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Depot - The new cookhouse. 

Depot - Th e Dining Hall. 
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CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 

FOR 

REGULAR SOLDIERS 

The following is a summary and guide to the terms of service for 
Regular So ldiers from 1st January, 1957. 

Period of Engagement 

MEN - either 

(a) 3 years with the 
Colours and 4 years in 
the Royal Army Reserve, 

or 

(b) 22 years with the 
Colours. 

Special conditions Age limits 

A soldier o n this engage- Lower limit - 17!. 
ment may change to the 
22 year engagement at 
any time. 

A soldier enlisting on 
this engagement may ter­
minate his colour service 
at the end of every · 
period of 3 years. But 
if he does so he will 
have certain liabilities 
w ith the Royal Army 
Reserve, as follows :-

(i) At the end of 3 
years--4 years w ith 
the Reserve. 

(ii) At the end of 6 
yea rs- 3 yea rs with 
the Reserve. 

(i ii) At the end of 9 
years and thereafter­
No reserve liability. 
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U pper limit (if h e has 
no previo us service) -
30 years. 

If he has previous ser­
vice and is over 30, the 
number of years of pre­
vious service may be de­
ducted from his present 
age for the purpose of 
assessing e ligibility for 
enlistment. 

A grou p of Band Boys in the Highland Brigade Junior Training Unit, 
which is run by the Gordon's Depot. Here Boys can also team to pipe, 

bugle and drum. 

BOYS 

U p to the age of 18 
serves with the Colours, 
and thereafter: 

(a) Apprentice boys -
9 years with the 
Colours and ~ with 
the Reserve. 

(b) Regimental boys 
6 years w ith the 
Colours and 3 with 
the Reserve. 

A boy ' comes of age ' 
in the Army (i.e ., comes 
on to man 's rates o ( pay) 
at 17t years of age. 
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Lower limi t - minimum 
school leaving age. 

Upper limit -

(a) 16t (or apprentices 
o r In fant ry Junio r 
Leaders unit. 

(b) 17! for Band, Piper, 
Drummer or Tailor 
boys. 



RATES OF PAY FOR 

REGULAR SOLDIERS 

When you consider the A rmy rates of pay, you must bear in mind 
that the actual cash you receive over the pay table is, in fact, pocket 
money, because there a re no fares to a nd from work, no meals to buy. 
and that uniform and a ll clothing is provided free. Ma rr ied men are 
provided with houses or an a llowance in lieu. 

The '5 Sta r Sys tem ' refe rred to in the fo llowing pay tables refers 
to the grad ing system whereby a soldier is awarded 'Stars' for proficiency 
and sk ill. Each 'Star' represents a .different degree of military trade 
proficiency or sk ill , and as the soldier's knowledge increases so docs his 
pay. 

The following table shows how much pay is earned each week by 
al l ranks up to Warrant Officer Class I, under what is known as the 
1956 Pay Code. 

Table A 

Rates of pay for those who undertake to serve :-

Recruit 

Private : 
I Star 
2 Sta r 
3 Star 
4 Star 
5 Star 

Lancc-Cpl.: 
I Star 
2 Star 
3 Star 
4 Star 
5 Sta r 

For less For less 
than 6 y rs. than 9 yrs. 
(" 3 yea r (" 6 year 
rate ") rate ") 

s. d . s. d. 

63 0 

70 0 
73 6 
84 0 
87 6 
94 6 

84 0 
87 6 
98 0 

101 6 
108 6 

77 0 

84 0 
87 6 
98 0 

101 6 
108 6 

98 0 
101 6 
11 2 0 
115 6 
122 6 

For 9 yrs. 
or more 
(" 9 year 
rate") 

s. d . 

91 0 

101 6 
108 6 
11 9 0 
126 0 
133 0 

115 6 
122 6 
133 0 
140 0 
147 0 
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For 15 yrs. For 21 yrs. 
or more 
having 
completed 
9 yea rs' 
service. 
(" 15 yea r 
rate ") 

s. d. 

91 0 

101 6 
108 6 
11 9 0 
.126 0 
.1 33 0 

11 5 6 
122 6 
133 0 
140 0 
147 0 

or more 
having 
completed 
15 years' 
service. 
(" 21 yea r 
rate ") 

s. d. 

91 0 

101 6 
108 6 
11 9 0 
126 0 
133 0 

11 5 6 
122 6 
133 0 
140 0 
147 0 

Corpora l : 
1 Sta r 98 0 
2 Star 101 6 
3 Star 112 0 
4 Star 11 5 6 
5 Star .122 6 

Sergeant 164 6 
(other than 
Class I 
Tradesman) 

Staff Sgt. 185 6 
(other than 
C lass I 
Tradesman) 

Warrant 217 0 
Officer C l. II 
(other than 
Class I 
Tradesman) 

Wa rrant 224 0 
Officer Cl. 
II (RQMS) 
(other than 
C lass I 
Tradesman) 

Wa rrant 231 0 
Officer Cl. I 
(othe r than 
Class I 
Tradesman) 

11 2 0 129 6 
11 5 6 136 6 
126 0 147 0 
.1 29 6 154 0 
136 6 161 0 
164 6 185 6 

185 6 206 6 

217 0 217 0 

224 0 224 0 

231 0 231 0 

140 0 
147 0 
157 6 
164 6 
171 6 

199 6 

220 6 

238 0 

245 0 

252 0 

140 0 
147 0 
.1 57 6 
164 6 
171 6 

206 6 
(plus 7/­
after com­
pleting 22 
years) 

227 6 
(plus 10/6 
after com­
pleting 22 
years) 

248 6 
(plus 10/6 
afte r com­
pleting 22 
years) 

255 0 
(plus 10/6 
a fte r com­
plet ing 22 
years) 

262 0 
(plus 10/6 
after com­
pleting 22 
years) 

Table B 
PENSlONS AND TERMINAL GRANTS 

Pensions 

These consist of an element for length of service and an element for 
years in the rank of Corporal and above. Pensions arc not normally 
awarded until completion of 22 yea rs service. when the rates are 
calculated as follows :-

Years of Service 

1-22 
23-27 
28 onwards 

Weekly Rate 

s. d. 

6 for each year of service. 
5 0 for each of these yea rs. 
4 0 for each subsequent year. 
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Rank Element 

Corpora l 
Sergean t 
Staff Sergeant 
Warrant Officer, C lass II 
Warrant Officer, C lass I 

Terminal Grants 

Private and Lance-Corporal 
Corpora l 
Sergeant 
Staff Sergeant 
Warrant Officer, Class II 
Warrant Officer, C lass I 

after 22 years 
service 

£ 

125 
175 
225 
275 
300 
330 

per week for each 
year of service 

in the rank 

s. d. 
8 
3 

1 10 
2 2 
2 8 

fo r each 
additional year's 

service 

£ 

12 
15 
20 
24 
28 
32 

T he terminal grant is a tax-free lump sum, which R egular Soldiers 
get in addition to their pension, to assist them in setting up in Civilian 
Life after leaving the Army. They a lso get 28 days leave on fu ll pay 
and allowances on completion of their Colour Service, and a free 
outfit of civil ian clothes. 

BOYS 

Qualifications 

(a) No qualifications 

Weekly Rates 

On 
entry 

s. d. 

31 6 
(b) Junior Certificate of Education 

plus Military Proficiency Stan-
dard "A". 

(c) Intermediate Certificate of Educa­
tion plus Military Proficiency 
Standard " B ". 

(d) Three passes in Senior Certificate 
of Education (two compulsory 
subjects) plus Military Pro­
ficiency Standard " A ". 

(e) Complete Senior Certificate of 
Education plus Military Pro­
ficiency Standard " B ". 
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31 6 

31 6 

31 6 

31 6 

After 
6 months 

s. d . 

31 6 

35 0 

38 6 

45 6 

52 6 

Table C 

After After 
1 year 2 years 

s. d. s. d. 

38 6 45 6 
42 0 49 0 

45 6 52 6 

52 6 59 6 

59 6 66 6 

Marriage Allowance 

T he weekly rates for Regular Soldiers are:-

For Corpora ls and below 
For Sergeants 
For Staff Sergeants 
For Warrant Officers 

s. d. 
42 0 
49 0 
52 6 
56 0 

This rate applies whether there are children or not, and there a re 
additions for the second and subsequent children. In add ition the 
husband must a llot a proportion of leis pay to his wife when she can 
not be in the same station as him. In certain fore ign sta tions a cost-of­
living allowance is pai.d as well. 

Leave 

A soldier up to the rank of Corpo ral may have thirty days' leave 
a year; this rises to forty-two days on promotion to Sergeant. In 
a ddition, short leave at week-ends and public holidays is a llowed at 
Commandi ng Officers' di scretion. When on leave the man draws fu ll 
pay and allowances. At home, a man gets three free railway warrants 
a year; and in overseas commands specia l f ree leave-travel concessio ns 
a re allowed. 

Travel Wh ilst on Leave - Family Tmvel 

Reduced fare for private journeys are granted by the Railways at 
half single fare for single journey and at single! fa re for return journeys. 
These concessions a re also available for soldiers' wives a nd children 
for all journeys of thirty miles or more. 
Pay on the Reserve 

On transfer to the Royal Army Reserve, a man may receive weekly 
pay because of hi s reserve li ability :-

Priva te, 7/- or 10/6. Corporal , 8/9 or 12/3. Sergeant a nd above, 
10/6 or 14/-. 

Whi lst in the Reserve a man is free to follow his civil employmen t 
wherever he likes in this country. 
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O VE RSEAS SER VICE 
One of the major factors that will be uppermost in the mind of 

a young man and the minds of his fam ily, who is contemplating a 
career in the Regular Army, is "where am I likely to serve abroad 
and what is it like there ? " 1The former is, of oourse, uncertain and 
entirely dependent upon prevailing world c ircumstances or whether 
his Regiment is abroad now or due for fo reign service. The latter, 
can, to some extent, be dealt with reasonably simply. 

Firstly, however, it may be necessary to comment upon the some­
what prevalent and erroneous second-hand " stories " which have circu­
lated either in print or by word of mouth - the music ha ll's legacy 
from the past. These are the stories of the crowded troopships, indifferent 
food, lack of ameni ties for soldiers abroad and, worst of all, boredom 
and inact ivi ty. There is no do ubt tha t a great many such stories had 
the ir o rigin - and were often true, during war. They were the 
dictates of necessity generally, and whilst untrue today, have unfortunately 
been kept alive. 

Since 1945, the official troopships have once again been returned 
to their proper role and a great deal of time and money has been 
devoted to their reconversion. This has been .done with special attention 
to accommodation space, feeding and amenities on board. Such ships 
as the s.s. " Dunera " which, in 1949, carried some two thousand odd 
troops to the Far East in somewhat cramped conditions, has now been 
reconverted and has a total capaci ty of about nine hundred. T his 
reduction in capacity has been used to provide additional sleep ing space 
with spring bunks, an ultra modern canteen and kitchens, cafeteria 
restaurant system and other amenities. This reconversion continues 
rapidly, and more and more of the "troopers " a re appearing with new 
interiors in old frames. The young soldier to day can look forward, 
when travelling on these boa ts, to a sea voyage which favourably compares 
with a civi lian second-class cruise. 

A trip now to the East is without a doubt a most interesting 
experience. Restrictions on sho re leave at ports of call en route are 
almost non-existent and many pleasant hours can be spent ashor<! m 
all the major ports between the Uni ted Kingd<.·m and Japan Money 
changing facil ities are provided on board the ship and everyone can 
go ashore with sufficien t loca l currency fo r buying or making gay as 
the mood dictates. In a ll thes~ ports there a rc N.A.A.F.I.s or Soldiers 
Clubs, which include restaurants, bars and swimming pools, etc., at 
inexpensive prices if sight-seeing holds no delight for the individual. 

For the average person, a voyage to the Far East is a wonderful 
opportun ity; the chance of exploring en route and seei ng, in fact, the 
peoples and places of the school geography text book. This is not 
normally possible to most young men and cannot help but broaden 
the o utlook and provide an invaluable fund o( pe rsona l knowledge. 
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A proportion of trooping to overseas stations is now done by air, 
and the soldier may well find himself doing a journey in 3 or 4 days 
which normally takes as many weeks - but of course he misses in 
this way the fun and interest of a sea voyage. 

So much for the transportation and voyage, but what now can 
the sold ier expect to find on a rrival at his overseas station? I t is, of 
course, no t possible here to deal w ith all overseas stations individually, 
their climates, interests and good or bad points. However, some mention 
can be made in general as to what the average overseas station has 
to offer. 

On a rrival, a young soldier will , if the cl ima te is tropical, be 
given a varying pe riod of light and non-arduous duties, in order to 
complete what has begun on the ship, namely, becoming accustomed 
to the new climate. He will most probably be housed in bauacks 
superior to most of those in the United Kingdom. In tropical cli mes 
he will find hi s barrack room light and airy, fitted with large windows 
and ceiling fans, providing a cool haven from outside heat. 

Once accl imatised he will find himself extremely well occupied 
in adapting both himself and his previous train ing to the cl imate and 
local condi tions. His t raining will be hard and strenuous, and of that 
there must be no doubt. But what of leisure hours and leave? Our 
young soldier will find that here, too, he has been well catered fo r 
and that there are numerous ways in which he can occupy himself. 
He will also receive an overseas a llowance to supplement h is pay, 
which is tax free, the amount dependent upon the station, but will 
average about a pound a week in addition to normal pay. 

In a ll the major, and indeed most of the mino r centres where 
troops are stationed, there are a vari ety of Service or N.A.A.F.I. Clubs 
which provide numerous amenities for le isure hours. T hese include 
cheap accommodation for leaves on a ho tel bas is and, dependent on 
the sta tion , shooting, hunting, riding, sk i-ing, boating and sail ing, 
swimming pools, dances, libraries, free or reduced rates at cinemas or 
theatres, suggested sight-seeing tours and free or concession rates Cor 
travel, etc., in neighbouring countries whilst on leave. All these are 
well within the soldier 's pay packet. 

Within the soldier's own unit he will find that there a rc ample 
opportu nities to partake in sport of all kinds. The unit will also provide 
a va riety of welfa re ameni ties for the shorter pe riods of relaxation. 
The young soldier will find, too, that the comradeship developed in a 
uni t overseas will well compensate for the Jack of his own home li fe. 

For the sceptics who fee l that this a rt icle pa ints a too rosy picture, 
or is written with too much enthusiasm, i t may be well to conclude 
with the following points. T he picture here painted is not over 
enthusiastic no r is it true of a ll stations overseas, but .it is a fair description 
of the majority, which do include all or some of the amen•ues 
mentioned. No one would ca ll the jungles of Malaya an ideal 
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station, but even here such facilities do exist. T hey may not be 
avai lable to every soldier all of the time, but are available to each 
soldier some of the time. Soldiers are not, nor ever will be, sent overseas 
(or health or holiday. There is always a job to do, a big job, for all 
over the world the British soldier is, and always will be, the unofficial 
ambassador of his country. His job may be unpleasant, and often is, 
but the Army does, and will continue to, make the leisure hours com­
pensate to some extent for this. It would, in additi.on, be well to 
remember that most of the enjoyment from service Overseas or indeed 
enjoyment anywhere depends o n the individual himself. H the young 
soldier wants to make the most of a wonderful opportunity he will. be 
assisted to do so. If he doesn't and is miserable, then without exception 
he will have no one but himself to blame. 

We can gu ide you in you r choice 
of Fireplace Arrangement, be it 
Period or Contemporary. 

Esse Cooker Agents. 

The leading makes of Cookers and 
Stoves are always in stock. 

JAMES SCOTT & SON 
(ABERDEEN) LIMITED 

483-485 Union Street, Aberdeen 

Tel. Nos. 28191-2·3-4 

J. MUTCH (lronmongers) LTD. 
1 OS KING STREET 

ABERDEEN 

Corner of Mealmarket Street. Tel. 27755 
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RETURNING TO 

CIVILIA N LIFE 

When the time comes to close your Army career you are sure to find 
that civilian life has not stood still, any more than you will be the same 
man who enlisted years before. 

You will have bigger and better ideas about your civilian employ­
ment and you may be certain that jobs and cost-of-living and the 
thousand-and-one other factors that make up life outside the Army will 
have changed a lmost out of recognition. 

What will the Army do about it? 

Well, first of all, Army officers and men can be found employment, 
according to age, abilities and experience. 

After you have served three years you will be interviewed once a 
year about your civilian hopes and prospects. You will be encouraged 
to use the Army education facili ties. These cover a wide field and help 
you to study for qual ifica tions which will improve your chances of 
getting the type and level of employment you want. 

There will be educational classes in your unit, in education contres, 
in evening institutes and polytechnics, and during your last year of service 
you may be able to take courses at an Army Resettlement College. At 
a nominal fee you can prepare throughout your service for professional 
and vocationa l examinations by means of the Forces Correspondence 
Course Scheme. 

The War Office and the Ministry of Labour and National Service 
are in the closest co-operation over this resettlement. When you reach 
the end of your service you will be put in touch with the Ministry of 
Labour and Forces Employment Association officials. It is a very 
important point with resettlement that your Service training and experience 
will be linked with the requirements of civilian employment, so that it 
would be just as easy for you as a civilian to "become a soldier as 
for you, as a retiring soldier, to be placed in civi lian life. 

The Trade Unions have already recognised 120 Army trades, covering 
more than 20,000 skilled men, which allows you, if you are a Regular 
Army craftsman, to gain employment in industry at levels suited to your 
experience and ability. 

The Civil Service permits you, in applying for almost all appoint­
ments, to deduct your years of service from your actual age in order 
to qualify you to compete in the normal competitions. In the executive 
class 15 per cent. and in the clerical classes 10 per cent. of annual 
vacancies are reserved for ex-Regulars. About 10,000 vacancies a year 
a re given to ex-Regulars in departmentally recruited classes. 
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Publ ic Bodies a re expected to fo llow the lead of the Civil Service 
in giving ready access to employment at a ll levels. 

The Business Training Course, run by the Min istry of Labour in 
conjunction wi th the Ministry of Education, may be attended at the 
end of your service. This course is proving a most usefu l lead to 
appointments in commerce and industry. 

Government Vocational Training Courses are avai lable and ex­
Regulars have fi rst priority after disable.d. men. Sirn_ila rly, .as an ~x­
Regular you will be welcome upon the M tmstry of Agn culture s Farmmg 

Courses. 

HIGHLAND OUTFITS 
KILTS with or without bodice from 75/­
JACKETS & VESTS lovat shades from 60/· 
SI'ORUANS leather or seal & leather 

from 15/6 

STOCKINGS green and lovat from 5/6 
BLOUSES cream - white - green U /9 

JEUSEYS, TIES, CAPS, CRESTS, 
CLANS, SCARVES, SASHES, Etc. 

ALEX SCOTT & CO. 
(TAILORS & OUTFITTEUS) LTD. 

58/60 ST. NICHOLAS ST. 
Telephone: 

23924 
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ABERDEEN 

EX-SERVICE 

ORGANISATIONS 

The Gordon H ighlanders' Association, which now has its head­
quarters at 151 King Street, Aberdeen, was instituted on 1st Apr il. 1930, 
and it incorporates the old Gordon Highlanders' Institute, which was 
formed in Aberdeen after the South African War. I ts membership today 
stands at close on 3,500. 

There were also, and still are, in existence Original Associations in 
Edinburgh, London and Glasgow. In addition there are branches at 
Arbroath and Perth as well as within the regular units of the regiment. 
All have as their common object :-

(a) To fos ter esprit de corps and keep a live by reunions on return to civi l 
life the comradeship which has always been so strong among officers,. 
warrant officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the regiment. 

(b) To assist members, on leaving or who have left the regiment, to find 
employment. 

(c) To impress on serving members the importance of applying for civil ian 
employment during the last six months of their scrv.icc, and to assist 
them in this by advice, recommendation and the influence of the 
Association. 

(d) To ass ist members, on leaving, or who have left, the regiment, and 
who have, through no fault of their own, fallen on hard times. 

(e) To ass ist the widows and children of deceased members. 

(f) To ensure that a ll pensioners and veterans of the regiment a re well 
cared for, and to arrange for the Gordon Highlanders a t Chelsea and 
Whitcfoorcl House, Edinburgh, to be visited from time to time. 

(g) To look after the interests of the wives and famil ies of the regiment 
during war. 

(h) To recommend the regiment to any respectable young man who may 
wish to join the Army. 

At 151 King Street, Aberdeen. the regiment has a fully licensed 
residentia l Club, which was opened in I 923 as a memorial to the men of 
the regiment who gave their lives in the 1914-18 War. Today the mem­
bership stands at 802. There are a lso Club premises in Ed inburgh and 
Glasgow. 
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ESTABLISHED 1888 

Manufacturers vf 
All kinds of plain and decorated tins, ~~sks, etc. 
for oils, paints, varnishes , preserved •provisions, etc. 

JOHN ROBERTSON 
(CANISTERS) LTD. 

4 ROSLIN PLACE, ABERDEEN 

SPECIALISE TN SHEET M ETAL STAMPINGS 

Telephone: Telegrams: 

ABERDEEN 20673 " TINS .._ ABERDE~-

BALGOWNIE DAIRY 
BAKERY AND GROCERY DEPARTMENTS 

572. 582 GEORGE ST., ABERDEEN 
BALGOWNIE MILK 

, . b h most modern and hygienic method~ 
O ur milk is hand led m our Dairy y t e ure and clean milk supply. 

which en"~ure our customers a c reamy. P 

I the best Loaves , Rolls, Pies, Cake.IJ. Fancy Bakery Department Bmakdes oBn rde··akes and Birth day C akes. Tea- rea s, n .--. 

All ingredients used are the best obtaonable. 

Eight branch shops on the City. 

T ea Rooms and Restaurants at : 

52a KING ST.; 150 GEORGE ST.; and 24 SCHOOLHILL 

Can supply the 

Proprietors : 
George Maitland 

and Son Ltd. 

Dairy U tensil Department : 

631-633 GEORGE STREET 
latest and best equipment for the hanc!llng 

the cow to the c ustomer. 

Garage. and Engineer ing Dept.: 

28 FRASER ROAD 

32 

of molk from 

Secretary : 
p. Morrison. 

20 
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• The Volunteer Forces 

and the Territorial Army 

The VolWlteer spirit has always been strong in the North East of 
Scot land. At the Battle of HARLA W in 14 I 1 the citizens of Aberdeen 
defended their homes under Provost Robert Davidson. Two hundred 
years later Montrose was opposed by the citizen soldiers of Aberdeen. 
During the wars with Napoleon and again du ring the Boer War, the 
Aberdeenshire Volunteers were in action in support of their country. 

In 1908 the Territorial Army was formed and the volunteers were 
incorporated as follows:-

Unit Location Date of Ra ising TA 1908 
1st Volunteer Bn. City of Aberdeen 1859/60 6 Compan ies 

4th GORDONS 

The Gordon Highlanders. 

2nd ,. OLd Meldrum 186 1 

15th GORDONS 3rd ,. Buchan .1862 

4th ,. Donside 1860 

5th Deeside 1861 

6th Volunteer Bn. Banffsh ire 1861 

The Gordon H ighlanders. 

7th ,. Shetland 1900 

4 Companies 
6th GORDONS 

7th GORDONS 
4 Coys., 

Aberdeenshire 
4 Coys., 

Kincardine 

4 Companies, 
6th GORDONS 

2 Companies, 
4th GORDONS 

The role of the Territoria l Bns. in the two world wars is outlined 
in the historical section. Today the proud descendants of these Volunteer 
and Territorial Battalions a re the 4th/7th Battalion and the 5th/6th 
Battalion, and in the South a re the London Scottish. 
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STEVENSONS 
for a 
RELIABLE 
LAUNDRY 

WEEKLY 
SERVICE 

GARMENT CLEANING 
A SPECIALITY 

QUICJ( SERVICE 
Phone 
21341 STEVENSONS 

SEAFORTH RD., ABERDEEN 

Cars for ever y occasion. We pride our·wlves on puncLualiLy 

At Your Service Day and Night 

BON TAXIS 
Telephone 4 3 4 3 4 

Garage : ST. NIACUAit ROAD, ABERDEEN 
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4th/ 7th and 5th/ 6th BATTALIONS 

THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS (TA) 

There are vacancies in the Territorial Battalions of the Regiment for 
men with the fo llowing qualifications :-

Volunteers - first class men with or without previous army experience 
who are keen to join and wear the uniform of the 
Gordon Highlanders. 

Men who have oompleted their National Service and particularly 
those who were NCOs during their ful l-time service. 

Specialists, such as drivers, signallers, machine gunners, mortarmen, 
pipers, drummers and bandsmen. 

These Territorial Battalions are loca ted as follows :-

4th/7th Bn. 'lllte Gordon Highlanders (TA) :­

Headquarters - TA Centre, Woolmanhi ll , Aberdeen. 

Drill Halls - TA Centre, Gt. Southern Road, Aberdeen. 
TA Centre, Banchory. 
TA Centre, Peterculter. 
TA Centre, Stonehaven. 
TA Centre. La.urencekirk. 

5th/6th Bn. The Gordon Highlanders (TA) :­

Headquarters - TA Centre, Un ion Street, Keith. 

Drill Halls - TA Centre, Aberlour. 
TA Centre, Turriff. 
TA Centre, Church Street, Dufitown. 
TA Centre, Bucksburn. 
TA Centre, Inverurie. 
TA Centre, A lford. 
TA Centre, W. Church Street, Buckie. 
TA Centre, Portsoy. 
TA Centre, New Drill Hall , Catto Drive, 

Peterhead. 
TA Centre, Old Meldrum. 
TA Centre, Ellon. 
TA Centre, Gratton P lace, Fraserburgh. 
TA Centre, Huntly. 

Applications to join should be made to any of the above Headquarters 
or Drill Halls. 
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THOMAS COUTTS 
PHARMACIST 

/ ""' 28 ESSLEMONT A VENUE 44 MOIR G REEN 
Tel. Aberdeen 20550 Tel. Aberdeen 44189 

52 

Edward Waldie (Aberdeen) Ltd. 

66 UNION ROW. ABERDEEN 

Tel. Aberdeen 27645 

* 
SLATER AND CEMENT ASPHALT WORKER 

* 
'I I 
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Training Obligations 

1. Attend 40 Annual training periods as a recrui t and 30 Annual 
training periods as a trained soldie r. (2 training periods can be done 
in an evenings attendance and 8 over a week-end). 

2. Attend Annual Camp for 15 days each summer. 

3. Fire the annual range course on the open range. 

TA Soldiers cam the fo lJowing Ra tes of Pay and 
for each day's tr.lining 

AJiowanccs 

Three Star Priva te 
Three Star L /Cpl. 
Three Star Cpl. 
Sergeant 
CoL/Sergeant 
Warrant Officer II 

Da ily Rate of Pay 
12/-d. 
14/-d. 
16/-d. 
21/-d. 

23/6d. 
26/6d. 

Marriage Allowance 
6/-d. 
6/-d. 
6/-d. 
7/-d. 
7/6d. 
8/-d. 

The above rates are basic, there are increased rates fo r all ranks 
depending on their previous Regular and TA Service. 

Marriage Allowance is admissable for periods of train ing of three 
days or more. 

Ration Allowance of 4/ IOd. a day is admissable for each days training 
where rations are not provided by the unit. 

Training Expense Allowance is paid for train ing periods of a t least 
2 hours but under 5 hours, as follows :-

W.O. and Sgts. - 3/-d. 
Cpls., L/Cpls. and P tes. - 2/6d. 

Annua l Bounty 

The fo llowing rates of Bounty are paid on complet ion of yearly 
tra ining commitments :-

On completion of 1-3 years TA Service - £ 12. 

Afte r 3 years TA Service - £20. 

Previous Regula r Service counts as qualifying service towards bounty. 

Conditions of Service 

Age limits fo r enlistment are:-
Men 17t and 40 yea rs of age. 
Boys 15 a nd 17t years of age. 

Period of Engagement 

Men 2, 3 or 4 years initially. 
Boys 4 years init ia lly. 

I~e-engagement 

For I, 2, 3 or 4 years. 
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By Appointment - GROCERS 

to the Late Ki ng George V 

LUMSDEN & GIBSON 
Wine & Spirit Merchants and Purveyo rs of 

High-C lass Groceries and Provisions 

345 UNION STREET 
ABERDEEN 

We have supplied the various Battalions of 
t he Gordon Highlanders since the Crimean War 

SAND & GRAVEL 
FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDING 
WORK, WATER FILTERS, LAWNS, 
AND EVEN CHILDREN'S PLAY PITS 

OBTAINABLE FROM 

JOHNSTON B R 0 S. 

95 ROSEMOUNT PLACE. ABERDEEN 
Telephone : 20980 

Sand Delivered on Site Anywhere or Collected 
by Your Own Lorries from Discharge Hoppers 
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Medical Requirements 
AI Except in the case of Military Bandsmen and certain Specialists. 

Sports and Soci.'ll Activities 

Social 
The Club atmosphere is encouraged in both Battalions. Each Drill 

Hall has a comfortable Club Room , with bar facili ties, darts and in 
certa in cases, billiards and T.V. availab le for the usc of Members, their 
wives and guests. Dances and Social evenings are regu lar features. 

Sport 
Many forms of Sport a re encouraged in the battalions such as 

Badminton, Basketball, Tug of War, Motor Cycl ing and Miniature Range 
Shooting. Both Battalions have achieved considerable success in local 
competitions. 

THE LONDON SCOTTISH, THE GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS (TERRITORIAL ARMY) 
In th.e year 1859, Lord Elcho, Sir Heron Maxwell and Si r Charles 

Forbes held a meeting in the Freemason's Tavern, London, and as a result 
the London Scottish Regiment was formed. Forty years later the regiment's 
service began when a Volunteer Company joined the Gordon Highlanders 
in the South African Wa r. 

When the 1st Battalion went into action at Messines on Hallowe'en, 
1914, they were the firs t Territorial I nfantry Battalion to engage the 
enemy in that war, in which three battalions of the regiment served 
and earned the right to bear on the colours the memorable battles of 
Messines 1914 - Ypres 1914, '17, '18 - Givenchy 1914 - Loos -
Somrne 1916, '18 - Arras 1917, '18 - Cambra i 1917, '18 - Valenciennes 
- Doiran 1917 - Jerusalem. 

Again in 1939/45 the regiment raised three battalions and men of 
the London Scottish gave excellent service in Sicily and Italy and it was 
here in January, 1944, after the cross ing of the Garigl iano that Private 
G. H. Mitchell of the 1st Battalion performed those acts of gallantry 
which won him the posthumous award of the Victoria Cross. The 
following Battle Honours were earned by the Regiment in Sicily and 
I taly :-Prirnosole Bridge, Sici ly 1943, Teano, Monte Camino, Calabritto, 
Garigliano Cross ing, Damiano, Anzio, Carroccto, Gothic Line, Cor iano, 
Croce, Senio Pocket, Rimini Line, Ccriano Ridge, Valli Di Commachio, 
Argenta Gap, Italy 1943-45. 

ALLIED REGIMENTS OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH FORCES 

In 1904 the 48th H ighlanders of Canada became allied to the 
Regiment and between the wars they were joined in the Corps of 
Gordon Highlanders by the 5th Battalion of Austra lian I nfan try (The 
Victorian Scottish Regiment), and the Queen's Own Cape Town High­
landers of the Union of South Africa Defence Forces. 
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ESTABLISHED 1865 

JAMES WilSON & SON (ABERDEEN) lTD. 
OATMEAL MILLERS 

GRAlN AND POTATO MERCHANTS 

DEALERS IN HAY, STRAW & ANIMAL FEEDING STUFFS 

Office and Warehouse : 

15 JOHN STREET, ABERDEEN 
A lso HATI'ON MILLS, ABERDEENSHIRE 

Telegrams: Telephone : 27326/7 
" POTATO, ABERDEEN " Alter 6 p.m.- T elephone (Aberdeen) 37069 

When in Aberdeen travel in De Luxe Coaches to:-

Return Fare 
Trossachs & Callander via Sma G len . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23/6d. 
Loch Lomond v ia Lake of Montieth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23/6d. 
One Day Highland Tour to Fort William, etc. 23/6d. 
Loch Tay via Devil's E lbow & Aberfeldy . . . . . . . . . . . . 22/6d. 
Inverness, Grantown-on-Spey via Moy Hall 17/6d. 
Bla ir Castle & Killiccrankie via Devil's Elbow 17/6d. 

The above Tours are exclusive to Cheyne's Coach Tour.\' only. 

Return Fare 
Royal Deeside & Bracmar .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. 10/-d. 

Private parties also catered for at reasonable rates 
Quotations on request 

CHEYNE'S COACH TOURS 
79 SKENE STREET, ABERDEEN 

Telephone No. 20248, Night No. 28J 18 

90 

28 

30 

ABERDEEN ,UNIVERSITY TRAINING CORPS 
(T.'A.) 

lt is only very recently that this corps has become officially affiliated 
to the Regiment though it was as long ago as 1897 that an Aberdeen 
Univ.ersity detachment of the 1st Volunteer Battalion, The Gordon High­
landers was recruited under Capta in W. 0. Duncan and eventually became 
' U ' Company 4th Battalion The Gordon Highlanders. 

After 1918 interest in military tra ining at the Unive rsity completely 
waned and it required some years of c!Tort before application was granted 
on 1st February, 1924, for the formation of an Infantry unit and they 
were given the right to wea r Gordon tartan, and shortly afterwards a 
Pipe Band was instituted. 

A t this time the authorised establishment was 3 Platoons of Infantry 
and 1 Platoon of Machine G unners, but the contingent gradually grew in 
strength until in 1943, on an establishment of three companies, the 
strength was close on 500. 

Today, though naturally smaller in numbers, the corps with its more 
generous establishment of regular permanent staff officers and instructors, 
continues to train many potential officers. 

THE ARMY CADET FORCE 

The Scottish North Eastern Area of the Army Cadet Force was 
formed in November, 1942, with headquarters in Aberdeen and six units 
are affiliated to the Territorial Battalions. These are as follows:-

Affiliated to 4th/7th Battalion:-

City of Aberdeen Batta lion- Aberdeen 

5th K incardineshire Battalion-Stonehaven 

7th Deeside Battalion- Banchory 

Affi liated to 5th/6th Battalion:-

2nd Aberdeenshire Battalion-Bucksbum 

3rd Banffshire Ba ttalion- Porlsoy 

6th Aberdeenshire Batta lion-Strichen 

The object of the A.C.F. and of the training undertaken by cadets is 
to give mental, moral and physical training to boys, and so to form the 
character of each to enable him to start well in life and to develop in 
him the principles of patriotism and good citizenship. Thus will be 
brought out qualities of self-confidence, self-respect and ability to face 
and accept responsibility with the power to control himself and others. 

91 



A. & M. SMITH LTD. 
Producers of 

WET & OIUED ALTED FISH 
for any climate in the world ! 

" ESTANDARTE" " DIRECTOR" " ALCALDE" 
" GERE TE" "SECRET ARlO" ' · ANCORA" · I 

" LEO OR" 

Th ese are all world-famous brands 

produced by ortrselves and exported 

all over tire world. 

Telegrams "AMSMITH, 
ABERDEEN " 

Telephone : 20563 

POST BOX 73 

ABERDEEN 

JOHN F. ANDERSON 

33/35 SUMMER STREET. ABERDEEN 

Tel. Aberdeen 27251 

• 
PLUMBERS, Etc., ELECTRICAL GOODS 

• 
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JAMES LEITH, Junr. LTD. 
Head Office: 

16 ST. MACHAR RD. , 

ABERDEEN 

Telephone No.: 

ABERDEEN 45301 /2 

BUILDING and CIVIL ENGINEERING 
CONTRACTOR 

Excavators, Road Rollers, Concrete Mixers and 

Builders' Plant for Hire 

C.&M. C.&M. C.&M. 
C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. 
C.&~l. C.&~f. C.&M. C.&~l. C.&M. C.&M. 

C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M . 

C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. C. & M. 

CRUICKSHANK & ~lciNTYRE Ltd. OF COUllSE ! 
Iron & Steel Merchants & Wholesale lronmonge rs 

PHONE: ABERDEEN 20306 
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HOLBUBN ICES 

MAKE YOUR PARTY A SUCCESS 

BY ORDERING EARLY 

BIRTHDAY CA KES OUR SPECIALITY 

· 8j- UPWARDS 

Dolbur·n lees Ltd. 
Stevenson Lane 

Aberdeen Phone 2SS"r4 

PITTODRIE BAR 
339 KlNG STREET 

-II-

A MAN'S BAR 
for 

QUALITY, SERVICE & CLEANLINESS 
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;;}-aPquha,.stJn 

I(JP 
;;}-aiPness 

JAMES FARQUHARSON, 22 BRIDGE ST., ABERDEEN 

THE TURF ACCOUNTANT 

Phone : 29299 • Grams : Fairness 

ON WAR DEPT. LIST 

CLARK & CHAPMAN (Aberdeen) LTD. 
49 CATHERINE STREET 

ABERDEEN 

• 
BUILDERS, REINFORCED CONCRETE 

AND 

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACfORS, 

Telephone 
Abilrdeen 
29013/4 

Etc. 
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Telegrams 
Reincretc, 
Aberdeen 
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SPECIALITY : ABERDEENSHIRE OATMEAL 
AGENT FOR SPRATIS AND SPILLERS 

WILLIAM SCORGIE 
Grain and Potato Merchant 

13 Rose Street Aberdeen 
Telephone No. 2373 t 

BARLEY MEAL POT AND PEA RL BARLEY 
HAY AND STRAW CEREALS 

DOG, POULTRY AND BIRD FOODS 
COAL · AND FIREWOOD 

37 

JOHN SMITH & C0.
1 

of Aberdeen LTD. 
Est. 1781 

for Iron, Steel, 

Metals , Tools and 

Wholesale lronmongery 

SHOE LANE, ABEilDEEN 
Phones 25341-2-3 Telegra m "lRO " 

96 
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NOW 
is the time • • 

to select your new Light Fittings, Fires and Radiato rs 
as the cold, da rk even ings close around us. ' 
We i~vite you to inspect our stocks and consult our 
techmcal staff on a ll your Heating and Lighting 
problems, especially Oil Fuel-ConversiOns. 

J. T. l. PARKINSON 
457 UNION STREET. ABERDEEN 

Phone 20206 

Branches: 41 TOMNAHU RICH ST., INVERNESS. Phone 2490 

\ 

55 HIG H STREET, FRASERBURGH. Phone 289 

....... 2•6•9 •H•IG• H .. S•T•RE• E• T• ,•E•L•G•IN . ......... P.h.on•e•7•«·4~ 

J. & W. HENDERSON Ltd. 
Building Trades' Merchants 

UPPER QUAY, ABERDEEN 
Branch Offices at 

LONDON EDINBURGH GLASGOW DUNDEE 
DUNFERMLINE INVERNESS and ELGIN 

Depots throughout Scotland 

Concrete Works at 
BUCKSBUR N, ABERDEEN & LOANH EAD, 

EDINBURGH 

ALlJMINIUM SCAFFOLBIN6 
CONTBACTOII.S 
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Throughout 

the Gordon country 

are welcome 
in any company! 

W ILLIAM HAY & SONS (ABERDEEN) LTD., 14 BERRYDEN ROAD 

REMEMBER-

The Faster You Go 

- The Faster You Go 

* * * * 
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NEARLY HALF A MILLION 

CHILDREN HELPED 

BY THE N.S.P .C. C. 

- II-

Nearly 500,000 chi ldren in a ll pa rts of the country ha-ve 
been helped by the National Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children during the past five years. 

You can give invaluable aid in maintaining and 
develop ing this important work by send ing your contribu­
tions to the Hon. Treasurer, N.S.P.C.C. Legacies in 
particular do much to ensure tha t the Society's work will 
be carried on. 

Any reports about ill-usage or neglect or involving 

the general welfare of children, sent to any of the Society's 
local offices (the add resses of which appear in all telephone 
directories), will receive immediate attention. 

- II-

HEADQUARTERS : 

Victory House, Leicester Square, London W.C.2. 

(Telephone Gerrard 2774) 
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WM. McKINNON & CO. LTD. 
ESTABLISHED 1798 

Bon-Accord Rice H ulle r a nd Polis her 

COFFEE, COCOA, RICE and SUGAR 

PLANTATION MACHINERY 

SPECIALISTS 

SPRING GARDEN IRONWORKS 
AB ERDEEN, SCOTLAND 

Grams & Cables: "AM PANG, ABERDEEN" Phone: ABERDEEN 29457 

100 
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GRAMPIAN WALLPAPERS 
Ask your decorator for an introduct ion 

card to visit our showroom at 37 Summer 

Street where you can see the latest in Wall­

paper designs displayed in a manner to inspire 

your own decorative schemes. 

GRAMPIAN (PAINT & WALLPAPER) LTD. 
DECORATORS' MERCH ANTS 

37 Summer Street 

ABERDEEN 

T el. ABERDEEN 27301 

Everything· for the building and allied 

trades are available from:-

JAMES TULLOCH & COMPANY LTD. 
2 Rubislaw Terrace 

ABERDEEN 

Tel. ABERDEEN 26267 

Printed in Great Britain. 
19 
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SOFTWOODS 
PLYWOODS 

HOMEWOODS 
WALLBOARDS 

DOORS 
FLOORINGS 

LININGS 
MOULDINGS 

• I 
,' ', ABERDEEN SAWMILLS I ~ J ! 

GEo. GORDON & Co. Lrn. · 
1 I 
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