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-The family spirit is still the same 

Come and see it made We'd like to show you 
how we have been distilling our exclusive Glenfiddich pure malt 
whisky for the past eighty odd years. We are the 
descendants of the first William Grant who in 1886 built 
with his seven sons the Glenfiddich distillery at Dutfrown. 
Two of his sons, Alex, with the dog, and Charles, second 
from the left, appear in this old photograph. 

Grant's is, above all, an independent family company; 
it is family owned and managed, and the family spirit 
extend to the distillery workers, many of whom are the 
descendants of the original men and women who worked 
at Glenfiddich eighty vears ago. 

Eighty odJ years have brought a few changes of course. 
Today the business has grown to include not onlv 
Glenfi'ddich and its sister malt distillery, Balvenic, but 
also the world's most modern grain distillery, G irvan, in the 
Bums country, and the Lowland malt distillery, Ladyburn . 

Why not ring Dutftown 375 next time you arc in the 
district and we will show you some of the secrets ... just some. 
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GEORGESON 
LTD. 

Motor Body, Panel and 
Wing Repai rers 
Car Upholstery 
Acetylene Welding 
Cellulose Spraying 
and Under-Sealing 

BALMORAL MOTOR BODY WORKS 

80 BROOMHILL ROAD, 
ABERDEEN 
Tel. 29421 Est. 1896 

Attention! 
"BYDAND" 

The Badge of Courage 
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* 
BE CO-OPERATIVE 

THE SYMBOL OF 
TOP QU ALITY 

AND 

SAFE MILK 
Co-operative Dairies 

BERRYDEN ROAD 
ABERDEEN 

TEL 202JJ. 

In Pub, Club or at 

your own fireside
enjoy 

BITTER 
LEMON 
-GOES WITH 

GIN 

• SCOTCH 
COLA 

- GOES WITH 
RUM 

AMERICAN GINGER ALE 
- rare with Whis~y 

- and of couna, 

LEMONADE 
WM. HAY & SONS (ABERDEEN) LIMIT!D 

BERRYDEN ROAD, ABERD~N. 

BACK CARE DE-LUXE . . . BY THE 

TOP QUALITY ORTHOPAEDIC DIVAN 

People who suffer from back complaints 
require beds which g ive sooth ing, but very 
firm support to the entire body in such a 
way that tension and strains cannot occur . 
The result of exhaustive testing over many 
years shows that the back care de-luxe 

provides exactly the firmness needed. 

5 YEARS GUA RANTEE 

NORTHERN 
Co-operative Society 

Limited 

HOUSE FURNISHING DEPARTMENT 
NORCO HOUSE, 

GEORGE STREET ABERDEEN 
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OFFICERS' MESS. 301h OCTOBER, 1970 

BACK ROW: 2/ Lt The Hon. I. D. W. Chant-Semplll, Lt K . J . Rowbottom, RCT, Ll A. D. P. Ross, Lt I . D. S. Forsyth , 2/ Lt L. 0 . Rhodes. 2/ Lt 
A. D. MacDonald Halg , Lt R. D. Strachan. CENTRE ROW: Capt D. H. White, Capt The Rev. J. B. Lawson , Capt J. T. Willcox, REME, Capt R. 
S. I. Rr b lnson, Capt D. M. Du Boulay. Capt A. A. Bull , RAPC, Capt A . W. Duncan, Capt (OM) R. S. Hay, MBE, Capt (QM) C. D. Thew . FRONT 
ROW : Mal M. A. C. Stephen. Maj P. W. Graham, Lt Col D. H. W. Brown, MC, Major P. B. de T. R~oke . Maj J. A. MacCallum. Capt R. M. Klnnhorn, 
Maj R. D. Bruce, Capt G . H. Peebles , Lt Gen Slr George C. Gordon Lennox , KBE, CB, CVO, DSO, Maj T. H. G. Duke, Maj R. E. B. c. Gibson. 
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• JARDINES • 

MILITARY AND CIVILIAN TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS 

THE SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL TAILORS 

WILLIAM JARDINE & SONS LTD 
12-14 FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH, EH1 3LJ 

TELEPHONE: 031-556. 6955 Telegrams: " JARDINES, EDINBURGH" 

ESTABLISHED 1498 

The Shore Porters, Society 
12 Virginia Street, 

Aberdeen 

• FURNITURE REMOVERS AND STORERS 

• HAULAGE CONTRACTORS 

• OVERSEAS REMOVALS UNDERTAKEN 

TEL. ABERDEEN 29381-2-3 
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EDITORIAL 
Although it would be extremely rash to predict 

the future, from our remote position, the year seems 
to have opened with many encouraging signs, 
nationally and locally, which augur well for the 
benefit of the Reg iment. Particularly is this so for 
the regular battal ion and the vo lunteers. 

The first battalion is now reformed at Fort 
George, after close on four years of extremely hard 
work with the British Army of the Rhine. Even 
before their return, p lans were well in hand for 
them to spend as much time in the Regimental Area 
as possible. The Regimental recruiting team has 
been increased and every effort will be made by 
companies of the 1st battalion to identify them
selves with the Counties of the North·east, which 
is their home, by training and sending personnel 
into the area, whenever they can. Already there 
has been a slight, and very welcome, increase in 
the numbers of recruits joining the Regiment. The 
details of those activities and the report of the 
welcoming-home-arrangements, including the march 
along Union Street on 24th February by the 1st 
Batta lion, will have to wait over until the next 
edition. 

At the end of March, Lieutenant Colonel Derek 
Brown hands over command of the 1st Battalion 

to Lieutenant Colonel John MacMillan and we wish, 
through these columns, to extend a warm welcome 
by the Regiment, to him. We hope that his period 
of command will have every success. The battalion 
is to leave Scotland in April for six months in 
Cyprus as part of the United Nations' peace-keeping 
Force. 

At the time of going to press we have just heard 
the welcome news of an expansion of the reserve 
forces. The Highland Volunteers will have a second 
battalion headquarters formed at Elgin, controlling 
the North, while the other headquarters remains at 
Perth. We in Aberdeen are to raise an additional 
company but on different terms of service from the 
TAVR II Company. This expansion, though small, 
is extremely welcome by reversing the depressing 
trend of reduction of recent years. We particularly 
commend the efforts of the Volunteers to all friends 
of the Regiment and would ask you to assist their 
efforts in any way you can. 

We must not c lose without expressing our 
pleasure at the splendid news that the Brigade of 
Gurkhas is not now to be decimated by reductions. 

As we said at the beginning of this edition, work 
has begun in a more refreshing environment than 
we have known for some time. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
The Eighteenth Meeting of the Regimental Council 
of The Gordon Highlanders assembled at Regi
mental Headquarters at 1000 hours on Thursday 
the 26th November 1970. 
Present-
Chairman- Lieutenant General ( retd.) Sir George 

Gordon Lennox, KBE, CB, CVO, DSO. 
TA Member- Colonel G. W. Bruce, TO, JP, DL. 
Retired Officer Member- Lieutenant Colonel M. H. 

du Boulay, MC, MA. 
Serving Officer Members- Lieutenant Colonel D. H. 

W. Brown, MC, commanding 1st Battalion The 
Gordon Highlanders; Lieutenant Colonel J. R. 
A. MacMillan, The Argyll and Sutherland High
landers, Commanding Officer designate 1st Bn 
The Gordon Highlanders. 

Secretariat - Lieutenant Colonel (retd.) G. R. 
Elsmie, OBE; Major ( retd.) C. R. 0 ' 1. Kenworthy. 

Apologies for absence:-
Apologies for absence 

Lieutenant Colonel (retd. ) 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Neish 
Saunders. 

were received from 
R. W. Petrie, MC, 
and Major D. G. B. 

The Filth Meeting of Trustees of the Regimental 
Trust of The Gordon Highlanders took place at 
Regimental Headquarters on Thursday, 26th Novem
ber 1970. 
Present:-
Chairman- Lieutenant General Sir George Gordon 

Lennox, KBE, CB, CVO, DSO, Colonel The 
Go rdon Highlanders. 

Colonel G. W. Bruce, TO, JP, DL. 
Lieutenant Colonel D. H. W. Brown, MC. 
Lieutenant Co lonel G. R. Elsmie, OBE. 
Secretary- Major C. R. 0 '1. Kenworthy. 
In Attendance - Lieutenant Colonel J. R. A. 

MacMillan. 

An apology was received from Major D. G. B. 
Saunders. 
1. The expenditure and income of the RHO 
Domestic Account was discussed. 
2. The Secretary informed the Trustees that the 
cost of printing was liable to go up some 20% for 
the next issue of the "Tiger and Sphinx" which was 
already losing some £100 per issue. Alter discus
sion the Trustees agreed that it was not practicable 
to increase the subscriptions to the Magazine and 
that the loss should be borne by the Trust. 
3. The Trustees discussed the necessity of having 
a Board of Officers to check all trust property and 
decide on its distribution between the 1st Battalion, 
Volunteers, Depot and RHO and also to decide 
whether any of the property should be d isposed of. 

The Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion 
agreed that he would in itiate a Board of Officers 
and that all property would be c hecked in Aber
deen and Fort George. 
4. The Secretary informed the Trustees that the 
3rd Battalion's appeal to the Court of Session in 
regard to their property had now been completed 
and was before the Court on 25th November. 

Tuzla Club 
The Annual D inner of the Tuzla Club took place 

at Boodles on Monday, November 2. 

REGIMENTAL REUNION 
Saturday, 17th October 1970. 

" Hello, you baldie heided old so and so," 
" Hello Wullie, man yer puttin' on the weight, yer 
gettin' like a barrel ," these were only a few of the 
remarks passed when old comrades in arms met 
at the Reunion held in the T. & A.V.R. Centre, 
Hardgate, on Saturday, 17th October, 1970. 

Approximately 800 serving and ex-serving 
Gordons attended the Reunion and during the 
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LEAVINBP 
JOIN TED IN 
AUSTRALIA 
Edward Podesta quit the army when his 
service period ended in Germany and 
found himself with a wife, ten children and 
no home. He contacted Landall for personal 
sponsorship. Job prospects checked, the 
Podesta's were in Melbourne and there they 
bought a Landall luxury house--one of 
150 styles. That's Landall service. 
For further details of this unique scheme, 
fil l in the coupon below and post today to:-

LANDALL AUSTRALIAN EMPLOYMENT 
& HOUSING INFORMATION CO., 

Howard House, Arundel Street, Strand, WC2. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
The Most Comprehensive 
Photographic Service in 

the North • East. 

• 
EQUIPMENT, ACCESSOR IES, 
MATERIALS and PROCESSING 

GROUPS, DANCES, WEDDINGS 

APSOLUTEL Y 
EVERYTHING PHOTOGRAPHIC 

Abe rdeen Photograph ic Service 

I 
22·26 Marischal Street 

and 489 Union Street, Aberdeen. 

Tel. 51333/ 4/5. 

~:---• 
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evening it was noticed the pride of those present 
at having served with the Regiment and being one 
of the family of the Gordon Highlanders. Naturally 
when comrades meet there are many reminiscences 
and as one passed the groups chatting one could 
not help hearing snippets of their conversation, 
most of which was of their experiences during 
their service or an enquiry of the where-abouts of 
a long lost friend who had served in the regiment. 

Regimental Re-union-one of the many groups represent
ing all ages. 

During the evening a prize draw was held which 
incl!olded numerous bottles of whisky, the pride of 
them all being a one gallon bottle. The proceeds 
of the draw was on behalf of the War Blinded and 
The Gurkha Welfare appeal. 

At the close of the evening it was the general 
feeling that the Reunion was a great success, and 
for the members who had travelled from as far 
south as London and as far north as Inverness, it 
was worth every mile of it. 

One cannot close without thanking the organisers 
and the staff of 'D' Coy 51 ( H) Volunteers for the 
hard work put in by them, as without their assist
ance the Reunion would not have been the success 
that it was. 

" (DIS)SCRIBE" 

REPORT ON HIGHLAND BRIGADE CRICKET 1970 
Highland Brigade Cricket in 1970 was only a 

limited success. Although losing to both the House
hold Brigade and the Lowland Brigade, both 
matches were close fought affairs. Perhaps the 
batsmen did not make quite enough runs and 
certa inly in the second innings of the Lowland 
Brigade match John Rutherford was first dropped 
at 30, but even so our persistent weakness is 
effective bowling support for Tim Usher. 

Due to difficulties in Northern Ireland side rais
ing was extremely difficult and the match against 
The Grange had to be cancelled because of our 
inabil ity to raise a representative side. 

All cricketing members of the High land Brigade 
are urgently requested to declare themselves to the 
match secretaries in good time. The Regimental 
l ists are known to be wi ldly incomplete and out of 
date. Neither age nor figure need be a handicap. 
1970 was sad in that this season for the first time 
since about 1936 the Highland Brigade took the 
field without either of its stalwarts-Malcolm Wolfe-

Murray and Donald Callander. However we hope 
that they may yet be persuaded to take down their 
boots again. 

Fixtures for 1971 are as follows:-
Wednesday, 23rd June v. Household Brigade at 

Burton Court. 
Thursday and Friday, 15th and 16th July v. Low

land Brigade at Merchiston. 
Saturday, 17th July, v. Grange CC at Raeburn Place. 

In 1971 The Highland Brigade will be hosts at 
all matches and members are reminded that an 
informal cocktail party is held on the ground at 
the end of the first day of the match against the 
Lowland Brigade. 

Results of matches 1970:-
24th June v. Household Brigade. Lost by two wkts. 

Highland Brigade 150 (Kennedy 52, Van der 
Noot 23) , Household Brigade 153 for 8 (Ken
nedy 1 for 8). 

16th, 17th July v. Lowland Brigade. Lost by four 
wkts. Highland Brigade 192 for 9 dec. and 167 
for 7 dec., Lowland Brigade 157 and 203 for 6. 
No Gordons playing. Why? (Ed). 

GRIOKET 
The following is an extract from the score book 

of Captain Sir Beachcroft Towse, V.C., who held 
annually a house party and cricket match at his 
home near Goring on Thames. 

The photograph is one of the house party 
gatherings not necessari ly related to this score 
sheet. 

RHO received from Miss Bertram, his niece, in 
August many of Sir Beachcroft's scrap albums and 
her brother's claymore, for wh ich we are most 
grateful. 

The Gordon Highlanders v. Reading Pollee, 
at Longmeadow, 13th June, 1904. 

GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

1st Innings 
1. Major H. P. Uniacke c and b Garner 13 
2. Col. F. Macbean b Garner 18 
3. Major S. L. Murray c Searale b Keep 12 
4. Major F. W. Kerr b Keep 0 
5. Captain H. V. Brooke lbw Keep 0 
6. 2Lieut A. E. Balfour not out 41 
7. Captain W. E. Gordon b Searale 7 
8. Major R. S. Hunter-Blair b Honeyball 1 
9. Captain C. Ogston b Chandler 3 

10. Major R. D. Sinclair-Wemyss b Searale 0 
11. Captain J. M. Mclaren b Chand ler 3 

Extras 16 

Total 11 4 

2nd Innings 
1. Major H. P. Uniacke c Honeyball b Chandler 0 
2. Col. F. Macbean b Chandler 1 
3. Major S. L. Murray b Chandler 5 
4. Major F. W. Kerr b Grey 1 
5. Captain H. V. Brooke b Grey 0 
6. 2Lieut A. E. Balfour b Keep 43 
7. Captain W. E. Gordon b Chandler 1 
8. Captain R. s. Hunter-Blair b Grey 0 
9. Captain C. Ogston b Gunn 10 

10. Major R. D. Sinclair-Wemyss not out 1 
11. Captain J. M. Mclaren c Chandler b Gunn 3 

Extras 13 

Total 78 
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INVERNESS ARMY & NAVY STORES 
SPECIALISTS IN CAMPING EQUIPMENT ALL TYPES WORK WEAR 

73 CASTLE STREET TEL. 36406 INVERNESS 

FOR TENTS, SLEEPING BAGS, ETC. 

All Types of Sporting 

Clothing 

JAVELIN SKI/SPEEDBOAT 
(up to 25 H.P. Motor) 

See our Display of Inflatable Boats 
from 3 h.p. to 25 h.p. 

Material: Hypalon 
Length: 9ft. 9in. 
Width: Sft. Oin. 
Weight: 541bs. 
Packed Size: 40in. x 30in. x 12in. 
(Complete with Floor, Inflatable 
Seat, Inflator, Bow Dodger and 
Holdall) 

£139.90 
(Boats can be purchased from £20 to £139.90) 

:V Heard about 
Naaf1's money
saving car or 
caravanHP? 
It's great! 
You get big discounts 
on new cars 

Car Sales Manager, 0 New car for use in . 
Naaft, London SEll 

~!~~1~ ~~n:~ HP O New touring caravan 
facilities without 0 Used car 

(statecountrv) 

obligation. I am 0 Deposit saving (to enable me to build 
interested 1~ upadepositforafuture purchase) 

~ P lease tick u:hfcheveTapplfes A 

Naafi doesn' t actually sell you the car or caravan. 
Naafi's part of t he deal is to see that you pay as 
little as possible for it. This is h ow: 

Low UP charges without strings such as annua l 
subscriptions. 

15% Special Export Discount on most Austin, 
Morris, Triumph and Rover cars if you are 
being posted a broad or from one overseas 
country to anot her. 

71% to 121% Discount on most popular Brit ish cars 
bought from a dealer in the uK for UK or 
overseas use. 

Entitlemen t to full dealer services retained 0 
free personal insurance 0 insurance cover. against 
three-{!uarters of your liability to purchase tax 
and import duty if prematurely repatriated from 
overseas 0 deposit saving to build up a deposit 
for a future purchase. 

Full details from your Naafi manager or in case of 
difficulty complete t he coupon and post it to: 

.N.r.am~e~~----------------------------~ (block letters) ... 

~~~~~~kT.~~~~~~~.~,--------------------------- ~ 
0 

----------------------------------- -] ,s 
---------------------------- ~ 

L_ ------
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READING POLICE 
1st Innings 

1. W. Grey c Kerr b Macbean 
2. Sergi Chandler c Murray b Balfour 
3. G. Honeyball c Macbean b Balfour 
4. A. Searale b Macbean 
5. A. G. Gunn c Gordon b Balfour 
6. F. Garner b Balfour 
7. H. Jarhes b Macbean 
8. J . T. Carter b Balfour 
9. H. Keep b Murray 

10. W. Kerry b Murray 
11 . G. Barnett not out 

Extras 

Total 

2nd Innings 
1. W. Grey b Macbean 
2. Sergi Chandler b Murray 
3. G. Honeyball c Uniacke b Balfour 
4. A. Searale b Murray 
5. A. G. Gunn b Macbean 
6 . F. Garner not out 
7. H. James c and b Uniacke 
8. J. T. Carter c Kerr b Murray 
9. H. Keep b Murray 

10. W. Kerry b Murray 
11. G. Barnett b Macbean 

Extras 

Total 

13 
0 
7 
0 

13 
7 
6 
0 
0 
0 
1 
7 

54 

44 
1 

12 
5 
0 
6 
0 

12 
9 
0 
1 

10 

100 

Umpires: Captains J. S. Henderson, F. B. McConnell 
Scorer: Major F. H. Neish 
Gordon Highlanders won by 38 runs. 

GOLF 

On Sunday, 18th October, a meeting was held 
at Aboyne. Th is followed the Reunion on Saturday. 
Some thirty members of the Reg iment attended 
including the Colonel. The day was divided into two 
rounds-morning singles for Medal and Stableford 
and in the afternoon Stableford foursomes. Being a 
Sunday the course was fairly crowded with club 
members who obviously obtained a certain amount 
of gleeful entertainment from watching the antics 
of the mostly retired soldiery. Some fourteen players 
took the course in a.m. and p.m., reinforced by the 
odd ten Kummel consumers during the mid-day 
break. George Morrison again held open house 
after the performance for which one and all are 
grateful. 

Results ( in brief, no scores permitted) :-a.m.
Medal D. Rose, Stableford- W. Dawson. p.m.
Stableford Foursomes-1st A. Co llie, J. Mackenzie; 
2nd-W. Dawson, J. Lobban. 

Also ran :-M. A. C. Stephen, T. Adam, G. 
Gordon Lennox, G. W. Bruce, J . Cumming, A. 
Cumming, G. Morrison, A. N. Smith, M. Ross, R. 
Ogilvie, R. Morrison, C. Kenworthy. Non-starters:
H. Wright, R. Lees, J. E. G. Hay, P. W. Forbes, C. 
Michie, H. Usher, M. du Boulay, R. W. Petrie, P. E. 
Miles, G. R. Elsmie. 

Unfortunately due to a c lash of dates many 
" would be" players were parading with the Volun
teers in Aberdeen. It is hoped to hold a further 
meeting in 1971. 
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BY APPOINTMENT TO 
H.M. QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

MILITARY OUTFilTERS 

MEYER & MORTIMER LTD. 
Military, Civil and Sporting Tailors ~ 

Official Regimental Tailors to the Gordon Highlanden 

6 SACKVILLE STREET : LONDON, W.l 
Telephone REGent 3135 

CAIRNGORM HOUSE 

29 QUEENSGATE 

HAND-MA DE 

CLAN CRESTS 

IN SILVER 

(MEDLOCK & CRAIK) 
(Prop. R. W. Allan, 2885377) 

Opposite main Post Office 

SILVER £2.60 

INVERNESS 

CLAN PLAQUES 

WOOD-CARVED 
WI TH TARTAN 

SPECIALISTS IN SCOTTISH JEWELLERY AND HORN GOODS 

Established 1876 Phone 33976 
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GLENEAGLES MEETING 
This was as usual held during the Highland 

Division week-end on Saturday and Sunday, 24th 
and 25th October. Pierre Boudet our new Honorary 
Member of the Club came over from France and 
for once air travel paid off as he left Paris at 5 
p.m., flew to G lasgow, and arrived in Gleneagles 
in time for dinner. 

The Regimental golfers as usual did not dis
tinguish themselves on the course and from reports 
it seems that after the departure of the officer in 
charge of golf p.m. Saturday discipline declined 
and several cases of absenteeism and lateness on 
parade occurred on the Sunday. 

Added to the general air of jo ll ity was the fact 
that the Argylls held an Officers' Dinner in Stirl ing 
the previous night and had been given 0830 hrs 
starting times. We came 4th in the Gleneagles Cup 
(lour starters) . Our top scorers were Smith and 
Richardson, Irvine and Richardson and Smith and 
Anderson. 

N.B.-Spring Meeting, Prestwick, 5th May, 1971. 

WATERLOO PREMIERE TOUR 
With the exception of the Pipe Major who 

remembers little of the first few hours, a cheery 
bunch of 15 Drummers and Pipers and one Officer 
left Hannover on the first stage of the journey to 
Paris. Anything more innocent than this party could 
hardly be imagined but despite this the entire party 
was subjected to what was described by our crack 
" Op-Banner" experts as an amateu r frisk. The clay
mores were seized and examined and a thoroughly 
indignant Drum Major forced to surrender his mace 
for inspection. At the conclusion of this it appeared 
that the authorit ies did not consider us a grave 
" hi-jacking" risk. 

Paris-and the work began. From the airport we 
were taken to the televis ion studios to rehearse for 
the first of several engagements. French television 
is a world strange to soldiers, for decisions are 
never taken; they are arrived at after hours of 
voluble discussion. This proved too much for the 
Drum Major who broke up the deliberations most 
effectively by marching on, scatterin!=l producers, 
directors and all the rest of the riff-raff to the four 
winds. The show proved to be' the first of many 
successes and del ighted both the television execu
tives and the public who watched it. 

The two high lights of the Paris stay were the 
visit to the Moulin Rouge, and the Paris Premiere. 
The first of these resulted indirectly in the boss 
going down with a bug which rendered him un
appreciative of food, drink, and women for some 
days, causing great distress to the French. Les 
gir ls at the Moulin Rouge kept 15 Jocks in virtual 
silence for something like two hours, a unique per
formance. The ,Paris Premiere brought the house 
down as the Drums and Pipes slow marched down 
the aisles to the strains of " A Hebridean Love 
Song." Le Figaro, the leading Paris newspaper, 
carried two paragraphs on the excellence of the 
Gordon Hi!=lhlanders, and two smaller paragraphs 
on the br il l iance of the film. 

Before we left Paris a private screening was 
arranged in order to let the Jocks see the film 
they had helped to make. I am told that the shock 
of a c lose up of the Pipe Major in full puff proved 
to be too much for the Drum Major (jealousy per
haps) , however all were agreed that the film was 
well worth seeing_ 

And so to Roma, a city wh ich to those who 
had filmed there the year before had memories of 
dawn starts and overmuch hanging about. The first 
day was spent settling in to our hotel and preparing 
for the whistle stop tour of Italy wh ich was to 
follow. The 28th October found us in Naples, by 
now accompanied by Marina, the " hostess" who 
had been detailed to look after us. From Naples 
we returned to Rome and a repeat performance of 
the Paris Premiere success. The next day the Drum 
Major and Pipe Major returned to Minden for the 
Dargai Ball , while the remainder went to the Italian 
television studios for a day-long rehearsal for the 
big television spectacu lar " Contanissimo 70." Cpl 
Sievwright proved to be a big success, although 
we weren' t certain that the slip of a gir l who intro
duced the show fully appreciated the honour of 
being in the centre of such a splendid body of men. 

Saturday, 31st October saw the returning of the 
two shadows of the Drum Major and Pipe Major. 
Both survived the actual televis ion show before 
dying in their hotel rooms. Sunday, and the tour 
really started to become hectic, a day in Florence, 
then on to Bolognia and a tremendous reception 
from this largely Communist city. Amongst the huge 
crowds was ex-Captain Avery, trying to sell Harvey's 
goods in foul Italian. 

From Bolognia we headed for Genoa and Turin, 
the latter city providing us with the opportunity of 
visit ing the Motor Show and Cpl MacRae to learn 
the difficulties of a combination of No. 1 Dress, 
brogues, and good whisky. Milan was our final stop 
and once again a really good crowd greeted us. 

Friday the 6th and we headed back to Minden, 
some more relieved than others. The Drum Major 
was clearly glad to return to the land of " decent" 
food, and the Pipe Major displayed his delight by 
eating his way through as many bockwursts as 
Frankfurt airport could provide him in the space of 
half an hour. Your scribe was of course, heart
broken to leave the Drums and Pipes and retu rn 
to that centre of vice and corruption from whence 
he had been extracted. 

The tour in general provided much good 
publicity and was undoubtedly appreciated very 
much, both by the De Laurentis Company and the 
Italian public; the name of The Gordon Highlanders 
has certainly been spread in the best possible light 
throughout the cities we v isited. 

5th, 7th and 5th/7th BNS. The GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS OLD COMRADES' 

ASSOCIATION 

Since our last contribution to the " Tiger and 
Sphinx," we have had a great deal of activity in 
our Association. There are now some two hundred 
and fitly Old Comrades who are taking an active 
in terest in our work. 

Our Secretary, accompanied by his wife, 
attended our Shetland Branch Annua l Reun ion 
Dinner Dance in the Hayfield Hotel, Lerwick, on 
Wednesday, 4th November, 1970. They were made 
very very welcome. The visit and the evening was 
a tremendous success. The Secretary of our Shet· 
land Branch has promised to write some notes for 
inclusion in this issue. 

On Saturday, 28th November, 1970, we held our 
23rd Annual Reunion in the Queen's Hotel, Aber· 
deen. The Chairman on this occasion was Major 
W. H. Lawrie. It was voted a great success by all 
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who attended. We had a lot of new faces in attend
ance, particular mention is made of Charlie Donald
son, Peterhead, who was the originator of this 
Association. It was he who put a notice in the 
Press calling a meeting in the Gordon Highlanders 
Club, Aberdeen, on the 8th October, 1948. He has 
been overseas for some twelve years and we wei· 
come him back. He has promised to stir up the 
membership in the Buchan area. Sandy Grant per
formed the duties of piper to the company in his 
usual efficient manner. 

The following attended the Reunion:-
Brigadier, The Lord Salerno, Col. G. W. Bruce, 

Majors W. H. Craig, J. M. Mcintosh, W. H. Lawrie, 
Jas. Sinclair, Capt H. Usher. 

Messrs. T. H. Barron, L. Beaton, D. Bell, H. E. 
M. Bisset, F. Borthwick, W. Cheyne, J . Caldwell , 
G. Christie, J. Copeland, Wm. Donald, C. Donald
son, F. Donaldson, C. Douglas, W. Duncan, Wm. M. 
Duncan, R. Eddie, Wm. Fraser, A. Grant, W. Ewen, 
Jas. Glennie, G. Hay, G. Hird , W. Hughson, A. 
Innes, G. Kidd, A. King, V. Marshall , A. Melvin, H. 
Michie, R. A. E. Mitchell, A. Moncur, G. L. McBain, 
H. McBain, W. McHardy, D. Mcintosh, P. McKay, 
R. Mc Pherson, J. McPherson, A. Pickard, J. Rae, 
F. Rattray, E. Reid, R. Re id , P. Robertson, D. Ross, 
A. Scott, L. Smollet, R. Sutherland, R. Taylor, W. 
Thomson, H. Thomson, Henry Thomson, W. Walker, 
J. Watt, A. Wyllie, R. Yule, J. Leitch. 

Guests:-Lt Col G. R. Elsmie, RHO, Lt Col D. H. 
W. Brown, OC 1st Bn, WOI A. West, Gordon Bar
racks, Sgt J . Irvine, 51st HD Volunteers, Gordon 
Company, Cpl M. Low, Gordon Barracks. 

During the even ing there were short speeches 
by Lt Col Brown, Lt Col Elsmie, our Reunion Chair
man , the Association Secretary and Chairman. The 
main theme of the speeches was the loyalty of Old 
Comrades to the Regiment. Mention was made of 
the long service of the members of the committee 
with a special commendation to our Treasurer, Bert 
Mitchell, who has now completed twenty years 
service on the Committee. 

We had with us Willie Hughson from Shetland. 
He is the postman at Scalloway. He had a week's 
holiday to get so he decided to come to Aberdeen 
to spend his holiday in order to attend our Reunion. 

Our Christmas Draw took place in the Drill Hall , 
Hardgate, Aberdeen. Its tremendous success is due 
to gifts donated by Old Comrades, also the activi
ties of all those who sold tickets. 

To continue the history of our Association from 
the last edition of this journal, our constitution 
allows for two Presidents, who are at present 
Brigadier, The Lord Salerno, CBE, TO, MA, DSc , 
DL, and Col G. W. Bruce, KStJ, TO, DL, JP. 

We also have ten Vice-Presidents whose main 
duty is to take the chair at our Annual Reunions. 
Then we have the Executive Committee who are 
responsible for the running of the organisat ion. The 
present committee are:-Chairman-C. E. Douglas, 
Vice-Chai rman- R. Sutherland. Secretary-Major J. 
M. Mcintosh, MBE, MC, Treasurer-A. A. E. 
Mitchell , Committee Members-Messrs P. Robert
son, J . Rae, E. Reid. A. Grant. Social Committee
Messrs A. Melvin, D. Mc intosh, R. Mc Ewan, W. 
Pa:erson. Auditors-F. Borthwick, G. Gray . 

Most of these members have served on the 
Committee for a number of years and devote a lot 
of their spare time to the business of the Associa
tion. 

Our next function is our Din ner Dance, Social 
Even ing in the Queen 's Hotel, Aberdeen, on 8th 
Mav. 1971 ; of this function more in our next edition. 

THE SHETLAND ISLANDS LINK WITH 
THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

During a recent visit, I was shown a number of 
trophies which had inscribed on them 7th Volunteer 
Battalion The Gordon Highlanders. On asking about 
their origin, I got a lot of interesting information, 
so I took it upon myself to find out more about the 
l ink with the reg iment and give it some publicity 
through th is medium. I am indebted for my informa
tion to Capt Johnston, who was TA Secretary, a 
book by D. Rollo , who was PSI the 7th Vo lunteer 
Battalion, Officers Mess photograph album, at 
present held by Mr. Magnus Shearer, also Andrew 
Leslie, Branch Secretary of the 5th, 7th and 5/7th 
Bns Old Comrades Association. 

Early history shows that there was a Reg iment 
called The· Orkney and Shetland Fencibles- these 
were actually regular soldiers. Later the Shetland 
contingent became known as the Shetland Volun
teers, controlled from the Headquarters of the 
Sutherland Rilles at Golspie in 1878. Interest began 
to wane and in 1884 they were disbanded. 

The Shetland Volunteers were reformed in 1900 
when the War Office gave permiss ion for a Volun
teer Battalion of The Gordon Highlanders to be 
raised in Shetland. Before this t ime there was con
siderable correspondence with the War Office who 
wished the Shetlanders to be attached to the Sea
forth Highlanders at Fort George. However, it was 
pointed out that one of the reasons for the dis
bandment in 1884 was their attachment to Golspie. 
Shetland had always been closely associated with 
the Aberdeen area. Agreement was eventually 
reached and the battalion was formed. 

The fi rst parade and inspection took place at 
Gilbertson Park on 14th June, 1901. It was attended 
by four officers and nearly two hundred other 
ranks, all in uniform, which consisted of a khaki 
service dress with red piping on the trouser seams 
and red Austrian knots embroidered on the cuffs 
of the tunic. Brown leather leggings were worn 
over the boots. The waistbelt and bandolier were 
also of brown leather. Full dress headgear was a 
form of bush hat with a Gordon tartan patch and 
the Gordon bonnet badge. 

During the period 1900 to 1908 officers of the 
reqular batta lions were posted fo r duty with the 7th 
Volunteer Battalion, the Officers Mess album shows 
photographs of the following officers in full dress:-
H. H. Mathias, Colonel Commanding 75th Regi-

mental District 1899-1904. 
Lieut J. G. Hay, Adjutant 1902. 
Lieut J. R. E. Stansfield, DSO, Adjutant 1903. 
Lieut W. Neish, Adjutant 1904. 
Major F. H. Neish, lnspectino Officer 1904. 
Also a photograph signed " H. Uniacke." 

On the formation of the Territorial Army in 
1908, thev became TA. Their mobilisation role was 
the guarding of certain wi reless and cable installa
tions. When war broke out in 1914 all units had 
taken up their posts within 48 hours. These securi ty 
d•Jties continued until 13th June, 1915 when the 
Shetland Companies left Lerwick for the south to 
form oart of a force wh ich was sent to France. 
They took part in various actions around the River 
Somme and were subjected to heavy casualties. In 
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the regrouping special Shetland companies could 
not be reformed, they were posted to other units 
of the Scottish Division. 

Alter the first Wor ld War there were no TA 
units in Shetland. When the Territorial Units began 
to expand it was decided to form a unit in Shet
land. A company of infantry was formed and came 
under command of the OC 5th/7th Battalion TA. 
The Company was commanded by Major Magnus 
Shearer , who had been a member of the Shetland 
Companies before the first Wor ld War. 

TOP RIFLE: 1st Zetland Volunteers. 1st Prize p resented by 
Fredr. Dundas, Esq. , Lord Lieut. and M.P .. won by Gilbert 
Harrison 1861 . 

CUPS: From left to right:-

McLENNAN CUP-Silver Cup inscribed Mclennan Cup 1907 
7th V.B. Gordon Highlanders, presented by John F. Mclen
nan , K.C., Sheriff of Caithness, Orkney and Zetland. 

LOW CUP-Presented to Army Cadet Force., 1950. 

CHALLENGE CUP- Inscribed the Ladies' Challenge Cup. 
Presented to 7th V.B. Gordon Highlanders. 

NEW $0UTH WALES CUP- Inscribed N.S.W. Cup. Presented 
to the Right Half " B" Coy (Scalloway) S.C.G. H. by Scalloway 
Boys resident in N.S.W. On obverse-engraving of two killed 
soldiers shooting with cantonments in background. 

SILVER SALVER-Inscribed. Presented by Miss Garriock 
of Gibb!estone to " C" Coy. 7th V.B. G.H. as a shooting 
prize to be competed for yearly. 

SILVER PUNCHBOWL-Challenge Cup inscribed. Presented 
by The Marquis of Zetland 1904. To be competed for annually 
by the Rifle Volunteers in the Shetland Isles. 

CHALLENGE CUP-Inscribed 7th V.B. Gordon Highlanders 
Viking Cup for Company Team Competition. 

CHALLENGE CUP-Inscr<bed. Presented to 1st Orkney and 
Zetland Rifle Volunteer Corps by Fredr. Dundas , L()rd I-Ieut. 
and M.P. 1867. 

On mobil isation the Shetland Company became 
" C" Company of the 7th Bn The Gordon High
landers (which later became the 5th/7th Bn) and 
joined their parent unit in Banchory, Kincard ine
shire. 

In 1947 the silver of the TA which had lain in 
the vaults of a local bank since 1915, was taken 
out and eventually handed over to the Lerwick 
Museum. A photograph and details of the 7th 
Volunteer Battalion Trophies are reproduced in this 
issue. 

MEDALLIONS.: From left to right:-

GOLD-Crest over crossed ril les. M otto " Spes Bona" in
scribed 7th V.B. Gordon High landers. 

THE UMPHRAY REAWICK MEDAL-Inscribed. Presented 
by Andrew Umphray of Reawick to " B" Coy. The Shetland 
Companies, The Gordon Highlanders, 1909. On the obverse 
the Regimental Crest is engraved. 
THE GRIERSON MEDAL- Inscribed. Presented by Capt Grier
son to Best Shot i n " B" Coy. 7th V.B. Gordon Hi ghlanders. 
On the obverse engraving of Ness of Sound. 

CHALLENGE MEDAL-Regimental Crest in relief enclosed 
in circlet inscribed 7th V.B. Gordon H' ghlanders. On the 
obverse is inscribed-Presented by Capt T. R. Stove 1902. 

SILVER : 
The Sheriff' s Star, 1875-Zetland Volunteers. Inscribed

The Transvaal Medal between small medallions, inset bearing 
heads in profile of King Edward VII and President Kruger . 
On the obverse is inscribed-Presented by Major J. C. C. 
Brown to " A" Coy. 1905. 

Engraving of Regimental Crest enclosed in c irclet inscr:bed 
The Loggie Medal. 1905. 7th V. B. Gordon Highl anders. 

Prince of Wales Medal bearing head in p rofile of King 
Edward VII. Inscribed on ribbon bar-1st Orkney and Zetland 
Ri fle Volunteers. Presented by Fredr. Dundas, Esq. , M. P., 
Lord Lieutenant. On obverse- Prince of Wales personal arms 
" lch Dien" ~ 

Oval Medallion inscribed " A" Coy. , 7th V .B. Gordon 
Highlanders. Pr..-~>nl9(! by S-gts of " A " Coy. 1902. 
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NOTICES, 1971 
CURLING 

The Regimental Bonspiel is due to take place 
at Haymarket, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, 24th, and 
Thursday, 25th March, and the Lowland versus 
Highland Brigade match is planned for Friday, 26th 
March. 

REGIMENTAL GOLF MEETING 
It is intended to have a meeting at Aboyne on 

Wednesday, 31st March. Anyone interested in play
ing should get in touch with Regimental Head
quarters without delay. 

GOLF v. RMAS 
A team of Officers and Cadets from the Royal 

Military Academy, Sandhurst is to play a number 
of matches in Scotland. A team from the Hig hland 
Brigade Club is to play the Cadets at Lundin Links 
Golf Club on Wednesday, 21st April. Anyone wish
ing to play should contact Lieutenant Colonel J. F. 
Logan at the Scottish Division by 7th March. 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE GOLF MEETING 
The Highland Brigade Golf Meeting is at Prest

wick on Wednesday, 5th, Thursday, 6th, and Friday, 
7th May. 

5th , 7th and 5th / 7th BATTALIONS 
The Annual D inner Dance and Social Evening 

will take place in the Queen 's Hotel, Aberdeen, 
on Saturday, 8th May. 

ROYAL CALEDONIAN BALL 
The Royal Caledonian Ball is to take place at 

Grosvenor House Hotel, Park Lane, on Monday, 
10th May. 

Proformae wil l be circulated to the Regimental 
list of Officers as soon as they are received at 
Headquarters. 

BEATING OF RETREAT, HORSEGUARDS, LONDON 
The Massed Pipe Bands of the Regiments of the 

Scottish Division together w ith the Royal Scots 
Greys and Scots Guards will beat retreat at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, 7th June. On receipt of further details, 

RHQ will circularise subscribers and past and 
present members of the Regiment. Meanwhile those 
wishing to attend should apply now to RHQ. 

There will be stands on the parade ground and 
it may be necessary to charge for seating to ofrset 
the cosl 

LONDON DINNER 
The Dinner Club will dine in the Hyde Park 

Hotel on Tuesday, 8th June. Letters will be sent 
out nearer the time. 

THE EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 
A detachment of the 1st Battal ion, including the 

Military Band, will take part in this year's Ta£too. 
The programme will feature a representation of 
the Raising of the Regiment. The Tattoo begins on 
Friday, 20th August until Saturday, 11th September, 
but there are no performances on Thursdays or 
Sundays. There are also dress rehearsals on 18th 
and 19th August. 

DINNER - 6th BATTALION 
The Officers Club of the 6th Battalion The 

Gordon Highlanders (Great Wars) will take place 
in the Northern Hote l, Aberdeen, on Friday, 15th 
October. 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
We ask those of ~ur readers who may be 

responsible for arrangtng functions - reunions, 
dinners, social gatherings, etc.-on behalf of any 
group within the Regiment, to let Regimental Head
quarters know the date. We don't wish to interfere 
in any way with arrangements being made, but 
when we plan Regimenta l events, we always try to 
avoid choosing a date which will clash with any 
other event. 

ACCOUTREMENTS 
Reg imental Headquarters is anxious to hear 

from anyone who wishes to dispose of staff badges, 
claymores, staff sporrans or dirks, for which the 
1st Battalion has an insatiab le appetite. 

GAZETTE 
REGULAR ARMY 

U R. D. ORO (476598) to be Capt 31st July , 1970. 
Lt (QM) C. D. THEW ( 485367 ) to be Capt (OM) 6th 

September. 1970. 
UCol R. W. SM ITH (112974) is appointed to the Special 

List 6th Nov·ember. 1970. 
U M. N. B. N. Ross (477829) to be Capt 18th December . 

1970. 
Capt N. F. M. OXLEY (437243) to be Mai 31st December. 

1970. 
Short Service Commissions - Maj G . DUNCAN . MBE 

(339366) relinquishes his command 31st July. 1970 and is 
granted the hon rank of Maj. 

Lt (QM ) R. S. HAY. BEM (485128) to be Capt (QM) 
4th August, 1970. 

LOCATION OF GORDON HIGHLANDERS AS AT 1st FEBRU
ARY, 1971 
Colonel C. N. BARKER, MBE, MC, Ministry of Defence. 
Colonel A. J . C. RICHARDSON, Inspectorate of Armaments. 
Colonel J . J. H. SIMPSON, Force Commander , B runei Anmed 

Forces. 
Lieutenant Colonel R. W. SMITH, Chief of Staff HQ Lowland 

Area. 
Lieutenant Colonel J. NEISH, Housing Commandant , South 

West Area. 
Lieutenant Colonel A. T. C. BROWN, HQ British Troops, 

Malta. 
Lieutenant Colonel I. C. S. MUNRO, HQ South East District. 

Lieutenant Colonel R. C. B. CHANCELLOR, MBE. Trucial 
Oman Scouts. 

Lieutenant Colonel M. H. BURGE, British Embassy, Budapest 
Military Attache. 

Lieutenant Colonel R. A. NICKSON, MC, HQ Nee Soon 
Garrison, Singapore. 

Major M. L. DUNBAR, MBE. HQ AAC Old Sarum. 
Major J . A. G. TINDALL, HO Lowland Area. 
Major I. McK. ROBERTSON. S02 (PR) HO Strategi c Command. 
Major J. T. D. DURBIN , MBE. Ministry of Defence. 
Major R. D. L. SMART Ministry of Defence. 
Major D. G. B . SAUNDERS, Ministry of Defence. 
Major E. F. GORDON. HQ Scottish Division. 
Major W. D. R. WEST. Royal Brunei Malay Regiment. 
Major P. W. GRAH".M, Bde Major Northern Ireland. 
Major A . N. M. SCOTT. DAAG HQ Nor.hern Ireland. 
Captain K. 1. H. LUMSDEN, 22 Cadet Training Team. 
Major N. F. M. OXLEY, GSO Ill (Ops) HQ 4 Division. 
Captain C. H. VAN DER NOOT, RAF Staff College, Bracknell. 
Captain R. S. FAWCUS, 13 Flight AAC. 
Captain D. M. H. DU BOULAY. HQ Berlin lnf Bde. 
Captain R. M. KINGHORN. GSO Ill HO Highland Area. 
Lieutenant R. D. ORO, UNFICYP AAC BFPO 667. 
Lieutenant F. D. H. IRVINE, Infantry Junior Leaders Bn, 

Oswestry. 
Lieutenant A. HEFFREN. Regimental Recruiting Team RHO . 
2/U J. M. W. STENHOUSE, Scottish Infantry Depot , Bri dge 

of Don. 
2/Lieutenant R. A. LAMB, OC 82 Army Youth Team. 
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1ST BATTALION NOTES 

COMO COY 
BN HQ 

STAFF LIST 

CO-S/Lt Col D.H. W. BROWN. MC, Sq. 
21C--IS/Maj P. B. de T. ROOKE, AMBIM , psc KOSB. 
Adjt-S/Capt G. H. PEEBLES. 
Ops/Trg Otfr-S/Lt R. D. STRACHAN. 
RSM-WOI P. G. CAMERON. 
COMO COY HQ 
OC & RSO-S/Capt R. C. I. ROBINSON. 
SOM-WOII J. J. DOOLEY. 
COMS-SSgt W. FRASER. 
SSI APTC-SSI C. COWIE, APTC. 
Asst Adjt-S/U A. I. G. KENNEDY. 
ORS-SSgt E. PETERS. 
10-S/Lt C. E. PRICE. 
Padre~Rev. D. REID. 
AMO-S/Capt P. A. ASHBY. 
SIG PL 
Asst RSO-WOII J. EAiSSON. 
RECCE PL 
Reece PI Comd-S/Lt A. I. 0. FORBES, BA. 
DEF PL 
Drum Major-SSgt G. HALL. 
Pipe Major-SSgt J. KERR. 
ADMIN COY 
HQ COY 
OC--Maj I. FLEMING, MA. 
CSM-WOII J. DRYBURGH. 
COMS-SSgt A. STRATHDEE. 
Pfli/UFO-S/Maj M. A. C. STEPHEN. 
PMR-S/Capt A. A. BULL, RAPC. 
Pay W0-A/SSgt W. MILBURN, RAPC. 
OM-S/Capt R. S. HAY, BEM. 
PMR-S/Capt R. S. HAY, BEM. 
ROMS-WOII J. B. HUTTON. 
Accn WO-WOII J. MOIR. 
MTO/Tech OM-S/Capt (OM) C. D. THEW. 
TOMS-Sgt A. DOUGLAS. 
Bandmaster-WOI F. RENTON . 
SOMS ACC--WOII E. I. WRIGHTSON , ACC. 
Offrs Mess S,Sgt-A/SSgt A. McMILLAN. 
OC LAD-S/Capt J. T. WILLCOX , BSc(Eng), v REME. 
ASM LAD-WOI J. NEEVE, REME. 
" A " COY 
OC--15/Maj J . A. MacCULLUM (00H) . 
210--S/Capt D. H. WHITE. 
PI Commd-S/Lt I. D. S. FORSYTH. 
PI Commd-S/Lt I. F. STEWART. 
OSM-WOI I R. GREENHOWE. 
COMS-SSgt P. SCHONEVILLE. 
" B" COY 
OC--A/Maj T. H. G. DUKE. 
210-S/Capt J. R. URQUHART. 
PI Commd- 2/Lt A. D. MacDONALD HAIG. 
PI Commd-2/Lt The Hon I. D. W. CHANT-SEMPI LL. 
CSM-WOII S. C. WARDEN. 
COMS-A/SSgl I. ROBB. 
"0" COY 
OC-S/Maj R. E. B. C. GIBSON. 
210-S/Capt A. W. DUNCAN. 
PI Commd- 2/Lt S. C. McDONALD. 
PI Commd-2/Lt l. 0. RHODES. 
CSM-WOII J. WILL. 
COMS-A!SSgt J . ASHBRIDGE. 
SP COY 
OC--A/Maj R. G. D. BRUCE. 
OC Mor PI-S/Lt A. D. P. ROSS. 
OC A/Tk PI-S/lt M. P. TAITT. 
OC Aslt Pnr PI-Sgt. C. BLAIR. 
CISM-WOII J. SHARP. 
COMS-A/SSgt P. CHARMAN. 
AWAITING LONG COURSE 
A/Capt M. N. B. N. ROSS. 

SCOTHSH INFANTRY DEPOT (BRIDGE OF DON) 

STAFF LIST 
HQ COY 
Supt Clerk-WOI WEST. 
COMS-SSgt WILSON. 
OR Sgt-Sgl JORDAN. 
Ration Storeman-Cpl DRYBURGH. 
Officers' Mess Cpi-Cpl BRUCE 23. 
APTI-Cpl BRUCE 27. 
Ammo Storeman-LCpl BRUCE 73. 
Provost Staff-LCpl MARTIN. 
Post NCO-LCpl McPHERSON. 
Driver-Pte LAMONT. 
Driver-Pte PARRY. 

BAND COY 
21C Coy-Capt A. N. CUMMING. 
CSM~WOII COLLINSON. 
Band lnstr-Cpl ROSS. 
Pipe Storeman-LCpl HENDERSON. 
Drum lnstr-LCpl GREENLAW. 
Clerk-LCpl LEMON. 
INFANTRY COY 
Squad Commander-2/Lt J. STENHOUSE. 
Squad Sgt-.5gt TEVENDALE. 
Squad Sgt-Sgt RIACH. 
Squad Sgt-Sgt CAMPBELL. 
Cpl lnstr-Cpl LOW. 
Cpl lnstr-Cpl BOYLE. 
Coy Office-Cpl MITCHELL. 

SCOTHSH INFANTRY DEPOT (GLENCORSE) 
STAFF LIST 

L/Cpl FARQUHAR . 
Cpl STEWART 12. 
Sgt SHAND 
Cpl SUTHSRLAND. 
Cpl M ITCHELL. 
Pte SPENCE. 

EXTRA REGIMENTALLY EMPLOYED LIST 
52 LOWLAND VOLUNTEERS 
WOI I THURLOW. 
51 HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 
Sgt STEWART. 
WOI I WATT. 
C/Sgt PATTILLO. 
Sgt SMITH. 
WOII MlTCHELL. 
C/Sgt REID. 
C/Sgt O'NEILL. 
Sgl PATTERSON. 
RECRUITERS 
Sgl DONALD. 
C/Sgt BUCHAN. 
Sgt GORDON. 
Sgt GARDEN. 
AYT 
Pte BROWN. 
Pte HEPB URN. 
CTT 
Sgt HOWIE. 
Pte MORR ISON. 
SCHOOL OF INFANTRY 
Pte GRE IG. 
Sgt THORPE. 
Sgt GREEN. 
RMAS 
Sgt ROSS. 
C/Sot MELVILLE. 
OSWESTRY 
WOII McDONALD. 
Pte BOYLE. 
Pte NICHOLLS. 
Sgt MACKIE. 
SHORNCLIFFE 
Sgt MURDOCH. 
Opl CHALMERS. 
TROON 
Sgt BURNS. 
HARROGATE 
WOII RICHARDSON . 
Sgt COLE. 
RNAS LOSSIEMOUTH 
Sgt HOSSACK. 
BORDON 
Sgt GALLACHER. 
HQ 2 BDE 
Opl BLACK. 
HQ 11 BDE 
Opl MANSON. 
Cpl THOMSON. 
AATC SENNELAGER 
LCpl HASTI NGS. 
Cpl HALL. 
Pte CAMPBELL. 
UNFICYP 
Opl PRATT. 
BRUNEI 
WOII FLYNN. 
WOI I WILL. 
REGIMENTAL RECRUITING 1 EAM 
SSgt FRASER. 
LCpl RETTIE. 
LCpl EWEN. 
Pte SHUFF. 
Pte DAVIDSON. 
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PERSONS AND PLACES 
At the Hme O•f writing we eagerly await the 

arrival of the 1st •Battalion at Fort George after 
four years in Minden. Anyone who has served with 
Rhine Army will r·ealise wnat ·four years of intensive 
activity in the Rat Race entail. Without going into 
stat·istics one could say off hand that the battalion 
has spent probably less than 600 nights in their 
barracks at Minden. Those who know will appreci· 
ate (hardly the word!) what it means - Exercise 
aliter Exercise - Specialist Training, Course after 
Course - Field Firing - Demonstrations - Study 
Per•iods - Guards of Honour - Staff and Promo
tion Exams - not to mention the more earthy 
activities such as RSM's parades - NCO's Cadres 
- administration inspections, now known as FFR 
inspections, for ~he pre 1965 servers - FFR -
Fitness for Role (Ha! Ha!) . Anyway it's all over 
now and the suite of rooms at Balmedie Eventide 
Home has been reserved for the Command.ing 
Officer and Staff. 

Maybe t•he move to Fort George is not quite so 
simple as it would seem. Gone are the days oi 
T·roopships, Trooptrains and Shank's pony. Now 
there are Aeroplanes (so-ldiers for the use of) and 
~he Motor Car (individuals ditto) which means a 
scattered move over three days averaging three 
fli,ghts a day ex Germany to wossiemouth. On de
planing most of ~he cango depants on two or three 
weeks leave. It is sat<isfactory to note that times 
have not really changed all that; many of the 
flig·hts will arrive in the North East after the last 
train and bus to anywhere have gone. Fortunately 
the battalion boasts of a Unit Families Officer who 
has been busily organising mobile creches and 
canteens twixt the Broch and the Braes of Mar. 

No sooner are the gates of the Fo·rt closed than 
open they are flung and the battalion emerges to 
recru it and train throughout the Regim ental area. 
Corme April and it's up sticks and away tor a six 
month unaccompanied tour .in Cyprus with the 
United Nations Forces, returning it is believed 
October-November. The battal ion will be stationed 
in the South West of the island. Dress "dogm8Jlists" 
please note that rthey have to wear the powder blue 
beret whilst se·rving with UN forces. Summer in 
Cyprus is enviable enough but a medal and extra 
pay as well! Ro·ll back my seven and five! 

Before the move to Cyprus Derek Brown will 
hand over command to John Macmi'ilan of the 
Ar.gylls. Here there is a minor Re;;·imental connec
tion in that Tony Brown was General Sir Gordon 
Macmillan's JIIDC towards the end of the last war. 
John Macmillan, the son of Sir Gordon, is a former 
Cambridge and Olympic oarsman. News percolates 
from the East; in Brune,; D8Jlo Simpson is expand
ing his command, having qualified on a Long De-
Centralisation Course he now has at least two 
Lieutenant Colonels under oomrmand in addition to 
the Naval and Air branch and a•lso it is understood 
a small troop of Cavalry. 

Our man in Nee Soon-.Ralph Nickson-con
tinues to prosper and has been created Acting 
Lieutenant Colonel enl<ir·ely on his own initiative and 
in his own right. Ralph at the request of RHO and 
armed with a rough sketch map went to Ohangi 
to try to unearth a box buried by the officers of 
the 2nd Battalion in March, 1942. Unfortunately 
nothing was found beneath the house (a married 
quarter on Changi Hi.JI ). Subsidence must have 
been the cause of the disappearance. 

Not much more than a .request for Ohr.istmas 
Car·ds has been heard from D1ck Burge, our Near 
eastern correspondent who sems to have surv1ved 
the Danube floods at Budapest and missed the 
meetmg w1th Geor.ge Morrison who passed throu·11h 
or over, on a v1si•t to Rumania. 

Also behind •the curtain are David du Boulay, 
wife and ohllaren- in Berlin. T'hey have just 
sutfered an outbreak of measles in the tam.ly. 
Jromcaily enough it was ord inary measles, so to 
speak, ~.;;erman measles •in Berlm wou ld have been 
appropnate and tar less alanmmg!!! 

A second suc·cessful all-ranks re-union was held 
in the Hard:,~ate last October. There must nave been 
some 7UO to 800 members present includ1n~ lhe 
Co·J.onel of the Regiment and represemarives from 
the London, Edinburgh, G1asgow, Not!Jn~nam and 
Lincoln AssOCiations. It was good to welcome two 
successive Drum Majors from the 2nd Banal.on 
who exchanged dut1es in Gibraltar na.nely Willie 
Low and ··Buckie" Bruce. 

Lord Salerno was present, and without doubt 
has scored the most po.nts 10r attenoance at Regi
mental functions during the " season" . In sp1te of 
his onerous duties in London, he has been seen 
in .the chau at the 5t•h / 7,th, 5th/6th re-un1ons and 
the E<linbur11h and L·ondon dinners. 

Scrappy Hay made his second visit of the year 
-in October, and recenUy he has been contr.bu·t
ing extreme-ly fishy stones to " The Fteld ·- we must 
stop subscribing. 

John Leckie continues his global tr.avels having 
covered Belg1um, Rhlil1pmes and Spa,n last year; 
he IS now off to Banykok to .resuscitate more happy 
rmemones of his past life during the early forties. 

From Glouce·stershire, house mov·ements round 
the Str.oud area have been reported from the 
Dennes and Nunneleys. Nearby in the Cheltenham 
distr·ict Jock Russell is now established. 

Many readers who were in Singapo-re and Siam 
during the war will remember Bobby Green and 
his dachshund. He was observed recently in the 
Caledonian Hotel, Aberdeen, late though the hour 
was he visited St. Lu•kes and the .reminiscing 
carr.ied on till the ~arly hours. He has now retired 
from the Far East and li-ves in Ludlow. 

Jim Canmiohael journeyed from Mull for a short 
visit. Shortly afterwards Morrice Henderson and 
Gordon Maolean reported at the beginning of their 
three week stay in Aberdeenshire and oontinu~d 
their ·liaison by support.ing the Friday Clu b whilst 
here. 

Fresh from Nicosia and in search of a new 
" liv•ing" came Rev. Roy Liddel who had during his 
recent spell in Cyprus visited such interesting sites 
as the EOKA Museum - further details may be 
obtained from him direct. 

Gordon Duncan (Garth), having retired last 
July is now set up as a breeder of Shetland ponies 
in Devonshire. The first intimation of h is recent 
presence in the North East was a Horse Box in the 
RHO Oar Park. He was on his way to the Annual 
Sales in Shet.Jand; it was the week of heavy storms 
and gales, thus a poor attendanc~ at the sales 
resulting in 1he lowest prices for some twenty 
years. 
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Other callers from outside the Regimental area 
during the last six months have been Ronald 
Ogilvie now farming near Peebles, Jimmie Dickie 
from Fife, Hector Macdonald in good health still 
stamp collecting at Broughty Fer·ry and lan Robin
son from Ross-shire. 

A separate notice has been published elsewhere 

in these pages about the Massed Retreat on the 
Horseguards on 7th June. It is hoped that there 
will be a good regimental representation. 

Also pl·ease note that -rhe Highland B~igade 
Golf is at P.restwick on 5th, 6th and 7th May. T'his 
is a change of date from the end of May due to 
the Walker Cup at St. Andrews. 

ECHOES FROM THE PAST 
" B" Coy 2nd Bn The Gordon High.landers 

ATHLETIC MEETING, FORT GEORGE 
29th June, 1922 

Judges: 2nd Lt A. Campbell Harris, CQMS J. Milne 
Starters: 2nd Lt P. D. Barry, Sgt Girling, Sgt Dmr 

Kenny, V.C. 
Handicapper: ROMS W. Smith 

Signal Plaloon-Fort George 1922-Army Champions. 

A TWENTIETH V.C.? 
An account has come to light of what must be 

a unique event in the annals of the Brit•ish Army
the spontaneous cheering of a dead soldier by his 
comrades in arms on active service. Tille dead man 
was a Gordon Highlander and the incident t ook 
place during the advance of the allied forces 
northwards from the Somme in September, 1918. 

The widow of a Royal F.ield Al'ltillery man has 
recently forwarded a letter to the Colonel of The 
Gordon Highlanders written by her late husband 
describing that advance an extract of which is as 
follows:-

" On the road to Wassigny an incident worth 
noting was at a place where we passed below a 
railway. Evidently the Germans had been taken by 
surprise here, for a good few casualties were lying 
round about, both our own and the Germans. I 
have never heard a dead man cheered before but 
this actually happened at this spot, for lying on a 
grassy part just off the road was a Gordon High
lander surrounded by five Germans. T·O look on 
those bodies and the position each was lying in, 
passers-by could not but imagine that the Gay 
Gordon had made great use of his bayonet but 
was caught by a sniper in the act of trying to 
account for a sixth German, for a bullet in the 
temple had ended his great career. To see and 
pass •a scene like this made the Br•itish patriotism 
rise, and we fellows of the R.F.sA. cheered a dead 
hero. An action fit for a V.C." 

Many brave actions go unrecorded - and un
rewarded in war; this one being an example for 
there is no reference to it in the Regiment's 
official history. It is not always remembered that 
The Gordon Highlanders 1have received no less 
then nineteen Victoria Crosses in its superb fight
ing record , surpassed by only two other Regiments 
(T•he Rifle Brigade and The Genadier Guards) in 
the whole British Army. It is fascinating to reflect 
whether the action here recorded for the first time 
after a lapse of fifty two years might have put their 
number up to Twenty. 
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1ST BATTALION 
EDITORIAL 

"Whatever I have seen done by The Gordon 
Highlanders during the past year has been aone 
well, done properly, done in a professional man
ner and done cheerfully. I consider them to be the 
most experienced and probably the best mechan
ised Battalion in The British Army of the Rhine." 
High praise indeed, but not unmerited. This assess
ment of us by Brigadier T . M. Creasey, O.H.E., 
Commander of 11 Armoured Brigade, in his fare
wel l address and in his final inspection report has 
not been achieved without much toil, tears and 
sweat by all ranks at all levels. The sense of 
purpose and achievement which pervades through
out The Battalion is clearly evident: it is fitting that 
this should be so at the end of the first year of the 
new decade and it will provide the inspiration for us 
all in the tasks which lie ahead. 

The challenge· of Cyprus is ahead; here we join 
the United Nations Peace Keeping Force in April , 
for a six month unaccompanied tour. In the pre
ceding three months which we· shall spend at Fort 
George we shall have new techniques and dril ls to 
master and a new role, very different to that of 
BAOR, to learn. We also have the challenge of 
improving our recruiting figures: this is a task 
which affects every member of the Battalion who 
has a pride in his Regiment and a belief in the 
value of a caree-r as a professional soldier. 

It is incumbent upon every man to exert every 
effort to publicise• the benefits of professional 
soldiering, to show ·that he is proud of his chosen 
career, and to persuade the less fortunate civilian 
to become a Gordon Highlander. At present the 
Regimenta l Recruiting Team, Special Recru iters 
and Sat isfied Soldiers from the Battalion are tour
ing the Regimental Area: in February and March 
the Companies will visit their own areas to give 
demonstrations of the infantryman's tasks, to meet 
local people and to publicise The Regiment. It is 
hoped that retired Gordons and friends of The 
Regiment wil l give them every help and support in 
this vital endeavour. 

Company and Departmental notes elaborate 
upon the multifarious activities which have taken 
place over the last six months. Suffice· to empha
sise the main ones here. Three weeks training in 
the South of France, at Larzac, proved varied and 
valuable. This was followed by a week of field 
training at Soltau, Officers and Senior NCOs training 
days in barracks, Border patrols, flotation training 
at Ohr Park and finally Exercise Eternal T riangle, 
which brought the 1970 exercise season to an end. 

On 20 November our Annual Fitness for Role 
Inspection was carried out by Brigadier Creasey: it 
comprised a Ce-remonial Parade, over which the 
sun shone with warmth and brill iance, and it was 
performed with precision and pride. It was fol lowed 
by an afternoon of intense sporting activity and the 
Brigadier was amply satisfied with al l he beheld. 

Adventure tra ining has taken parties to Greece, 
in the steps of St. Paul , to Italy, to climb in the 
Dolomites, and to Norway to learn the art of Lang
lauf Ski-ing and winter survival. The Signal Platoon 
marched 25 miles in a German Army Marching 
Competition through the beech woods and farm
lands surrounding the Weser and won a handsome 
cup: they followed this success by winning a shoot-

ing competition against the same opposit ion a few 
weeks later. 

The presence of Cadets from our Regimental 
Area was slightly marred by our being on 24 hours 
standby notice for Ulste-r: we were -delighted to have 
them with us and our on ly regret was not being 
able to effect fully the comprehensive programme 
which we had prepared for them. Other visitors 
have included Captain Chapuis from the 
French Army, Major Musa bin Ya'aKub from the 
Royal Brunei Malay Regiment, and Major Agha 
Mahbool Ali Khan from the Pakistan Army: these 
Officers arrived in time for Exercise Eternal Tri
angle with abundant panache and enthusiasm: it 
was inte-resting and revealing to study their various 
reactions as we enacted the severa l Phases of 
War. WP- enjoyed having them with us and look 
forward to seeing them again one day. 

We have been privileged to have several of the 
Gentlemen and Ladies of the Press with us: Bob 
Gibb of "The Mearns Leader," Sheila Nicol and 
Douglas Pratt of " The Press and Journal," Pat 
Chalmers from BBC TV (Scotland). Keith Webster 
of Grampian TV, and a Ministry of Defence team 
from Coleman, Prentis Varley under Major Jimmy 
Billies. They have given us much publicity and we 
are most grateful. 

Military visitors have included the Colonel of 
the Regiment, whom we were delighted to have 
with us to celebrate Dargai , Major General Harman, 
our Divisional Commander, Brigadiers Frank Cout1s 
and Tony Lithgow, and Lt Col Richard Freeman 
Wallace who commands the 1st Battalion The 
Gloucestershire Reg iment. 

In the sporting world our Tug of War successes 
have continued since the 88 stone •team were 
runners-up in the Army Final. The 100 stone team 
won the Hahne Indoor All Comers Competition and 
the 88 stone team we re runners-up. We were 
knocked out in the Army Football Cup but have 
continued to excel in the Orienteering field. Twelve 
men at present are undergoing intensive training 
with the Queen 's Own Highlanders, in Edinburgh 
for final selection for the Army Shooting Team to 
take part in the CENTO Shooting 1971. 

Our relations with the German population have 
continued to prosper - mainly due to the efforts 
of the Drums and Pipes and the Mil itary Band . A 
successful Retreat, followed by an All Ranks Dance, 
was held for the local population in the barracks 
on 25 September. A fi nal Massed Retreat, pre
ceded by a March through Minden town , was held 
on 4 December, in the Weser Stadium. At this 
ceremony, the Commanding Officer presented the 
City of Minden with two inscribed park benches; 
in return the Battal ion was presented with an in
scr ibed silver salver and a champagne bucket. A 
final farewell concert was given in the Doppelalle 
to which over 1000 people came; this was preceded 
by a reception given by .the City Council of Minden 
in honour of the Battal ion. 

Grape picking was a new enterprise th is year. 
Thirty men spent two enjoyable and hardworking 
weeks picking grapes in the Mulheim area of the 
Moselle Valley: many f riends were made and a 
rapport has been established which is hoped will 
be a lasting one. 
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We have had our misfortunes as well as our 
joys. The sad deaths of Major Jim Elliot, 
Second Lieutenant Hugo Fraser and Private David 
Benzie have left gaps in our ranks which will be 
hard to fill. To their families we send our deepest 
sympathy. 

The first year of the new decade has been a 
most successful one and we look forward to 1971 
with eager anticipation and confidence. 

BIRTHS 
24074555 Pte Bell, R.~Daughter, Angela Marie , born at BMH 

Rinteln. on 21st July 1970. 
23930264 Pte Campbell , P.--Son. Peter, born at BMH Rinteln . 

on 30th July. 1970. 
24084287 Pte Henderson, D.-Twins, David and Annette , born 

at BMH Rinteln , on 1st June , 1970. 
24144137 Cpl Mi lne , J.--Son, Michael Will iam Donald, born 

at BMH Rinteln. on 24th July . 1970. 
23871144 Pte Wilson, J.--Son , Gavin John, born at BMH 

Pinteln , on 7th August , 1970. 
24153702 Pte Ni sbet, H.- Daughter, Samantha, born at BMH 

Rinteln, on 10th July. 1970. 
24074556 LCpl Burnett, I.-Daughter. Shirley Patricia Mar

qaret. born at BMH Rinteln, on 10th July. 1970. 
23980268 Pte Oles , J.-Daughter, Patricia , born at BMH Rin

teln, on 1st August, 1970. 
24117574 Pte Cunningham, J.--Son, James Ross, born at St 

Andrews. on 7th July. 1970. 
23909514 LCpl Farmer, D.--Daughter, Julie Elizabeth, born 

at BMH Rinteln. on 16th August, 1970. 
24008769 Pte Merchant, E.-Dauqhter, Julia Anne, born at 

Torph ins. on 27th August, 1970. 
24017027 LCpl Marjoribanks. A.-Son , Gordon James, born at 

BMH Rinteln. on 8th September, 1970. 
23827082 LCpl Stewart, A.-Daughter, Karina , born at BMH 

Rinteln, on 11th September, 1970. 
23909663 Sqt McKinnon, A.-Daughter, Nicola Jane, born at 

BMH Rinteln. on 10th Sep;ember, 1970. 
23980133 LCpl Comiskey, P.--Son , Peter Anthony, born at 

Dunfermline, on 17th September. 1970. 
24107443 Pte Brewster. A.--Son, Lee James, born at BMH 

Rinteln, on 26th September, 1970. 
23904055 Cpl Cole . J .-.Qaughter, Ann Marie , born at BMH 

Rinteln. on 18th September. 1970. 
23951352 Pte Morrison. M.-Daughter, Sylvia Teresa, born at 

BMH Rtnteln . on 15th September, 1970. 
23909305 Pte Park, M -Daughter, Tracy Euphimia, born at 

BMH Rmteln. on 10th October, 1970 
Captain A. W. Duncan--Son, Angus Jonathon Wallace bor!l 

at BMH Rinteln. on 5th September. 1970. ' 
Major. P. W. Graham--Son, Douglas Robert , born at BMH 

Rmteln, on 24th September, 1970. 

MARRIAGES 
Captain R. S. Hay-Married Miss Josephine Olding Whike, at 

Ed inburgh, on 20th October 1970. 
23959508 Cpl Gibson. B.-Married Fraulein lngeborg Schiring , 

at Mmden, on 31st July, 1970. 
241 35178 Pte Kinleyside, A.-Married Miss Catherine Shi rley 

Hodgson , at Blackpool. on 21st February, 1970. 
24101542 Pte Walker, A.-Married Miss Lesl ey May Craig, at 

Aberdeen , on 26th June, 1970. 
24042913 Pte Martin . A.-Married Miss Vera Taylor, at Glas

gow. on 4th July, 1970. 
24111410 Pte Johnston, M.-Married Miss Doreen Margaret 

Le•per. at Aberdeen, on 8th August , 1970. 
23930163 Pte MenZies , i.-Married Miss Carol Ann Garden 

at Aberdeen, on 18th August, 1970. ' 
24169311 Pte Sprott. J.-Married Miss Katherine McMillan at 

Irvine, Ayrshire . on 21st August , 1970. ' 
23909421 Pte Ritchie . J.-Married Miss Elizabeth Irvine at 

Aberdeen. on 25th Septemb.er, 1970. ' 
23871931 Cpl Chapman, G.- Married Miss Barbara Howlett 

at Doncaster. on 6 ~h August. 1970. • 
23909402 LCpl Alexander, A. - Married Miss Moira Scott at 

Fraserburgh, on 12th September, 1970. ' 
24074438 Pte Graham, A.-Married Miss Patricia Josephine 

M•tchell , at Deskford, on 25th September. t97Q. 

DEATHS 
2/lt M. H. C. Fraser-Died at Annersley, Notts. on 2nd 

September, 1970. ' 
24111889 Pte Benzie . D.-Died at Sorsum, West Ger many on 

3rd October, 1970. ' 
David Henderson-Son of 24084287 Pte Henderson D died 

at Minde'n, on 9th AuQust 1970. ' · • 
Andrew Philip--Son of 23S285S8 Sgt Philip , R. died at Min-

den, on 30th September, 1970. ' 

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM 
Once more it is time to bring you up to date 

with the happenings in the BOR. 
Since our last notes we have had a change-over 

in the Hot Seat. Chiefy Thurlow has left us for a 
cushy number with 52 Lowland Volunteers in 
Glasgow. He was .told to claim Language Allow
ance. Our new Chief is Colour Sergeant Peters, 
KOSB ( Kleaning Out Stupid Bumff). ·He is seen 
daily chasing the "Goody Gobbler" round the 
Orderly Room shouting " Two extras and get those 
plates shifted." This refers to Private Bruce (MO's 
brother-in-law) whose personal notes are below. 

It was because of the Chief that Bruce has 
taken up smoking the pipe. When the Chief looks 
for him, Bruce puffs away merrily and sends up a 
smoke screen. 

Congratulations to Sgt "Hockey" Morrison on 
his recent promotion and appointment of ORC. He's 
started scoring the "goals again - three to date. 
Congratulations also to "Les" Galbraith on his pro
motion to Cpl, although the length of his hair and 
his " H ippy Parties" makes one wonder if his days 
are numbered. We doubt it. 

"Bones" has just left the wilds o-f Minden to join 
our Advance Party, after six weeks leave, in Fort 
George He will hold " the Fort" until the main 
body arrives. He must have been in a hurry to 
leave as it was reported that he was on the bus for 
the first f light when he should have been on the 
second flight. 

Since Cpl "Ally" Norrie's wife left a couple of 
months ago, the amount of booze consumed in 
various bars in Minden has doubled according to 
the latest reports. One wonders where h~ puts it 
all. 

" Tam" McSeveney and "Wullie" Coullie, in
stead of being underneath the paperwork are now 
sitting on top of it, saying "I wonder how I got 
here." 

Sgt. " J immy" Ross has left us to give "Civvy 
Street" a bash, and to him we wou ld like to wish all 
the best in his new profession. 

We would like to say a big welcome to Janet, 
ou r new "Honeybee." We have lost a couple of 
typists through that well-known disease " Preg
nancy," but we hope that Janet doesn't go down 
with it for a while yet as we wouldn't like to lose 
her at this stage. The Staff are taking precautions 
against pregnancy as it is said that it happens to 
anyone sitting in the typist's chair. 

FROM THE JUNIOR MEMBER OF THE 
ORDERLY ROOM 

I am the newest face here and have not quite 
reached the mental standard of the disorderly 
room (Bones) although I am almost there. I came 
from the Scottish Infantry Depot (Bridge of Don) 
to join my brother-in-law (Sgt MO) in the Orderly 
Room. 

For the last three months I have been despatch 
clerk and since "Bones" left on the Advance Party 
to Fort George I have been doing his job at the 
same time so I'm pretty busy at the moment. 

Just lately I was despatching letters, acciden
tally, to the wrong places, and last month (Novem
ber) I thought of changing my name to "Duty 
Clerk" because my name appeared so often on 
the Duty Roster, bl.lt 'That's your Donald ," as every
on~ ~ays here. 
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I have found that life in the Orderly Room for 
the junior can be quite hectic at times, but the 
work has to be done, although it is usually me who 
ends up doing it. All day it's " Bruce make a cup 
of coffee, Bruce do this, Bruce do that" : setting 
aside these few d~ily problems though, life here 
can be quite enjoyable??? The only thing everyone 
complains about is my pipe, so I smoke it so that 
I can have peace to work. 

Peace and Love to All. (The "Goody Gobbler." ) 

FROM " HONEYBEE" 
Contrary to rumour, I have not caught the typist 

chair bug as yet!! Before the departure of my col
leagues, I should like to thank Tam McSeveney 
and Les Galbraith for ·their many lifts home via 
" Gundy's"!! Major (I could never read his writing) 
Rooke, Captain (Staff Duties) Peebles, Lt (Can't 
Spell) Kennedy, RSM (Where's the Duty Roster?) 
Cameron, C/Sgt (Cuddles) Peters, Sgt (Give us a 
cup) Mo and all the others for whom I have had 
the pleasure??? of working. " HONEYBEE" 

Captain Duncan has just taken over as baggage 
officer for our move and we would like to dedicate 
this poem to him:-

Captain Duncan now a Dad, 
Twins or Triplets he should have had, 
Ten years hence, when seeds are sown, 
He'll have a Battalion of his own. 

To end these notes we would like to congratu
late our 21C (Rooke) on his recent engagement. 
We would all like to give him this advice before 
taking the plunge:-

"A single man has no buttons on his shirts." 
"A married man has no shirts." 

22805049 Warrant Officer II J. J. DOOLEY, 
THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

WO 1•1 Dooley joined the Army in 1952 and 
started his service at the Boys' Infantry Battalion, 
Tuxford. In spite of the fact that he is Irish in 
origin and a Londoner, he became a Highland 
Soldier and was posted to the Gordon Highlanders 
Depot the following year. He was employed as a 
training NCO, and promotion came quickly. On his 
first day of man service at the age of 18 he be
came a substantive Corporal. Two years later in 
October 1955 he was posted to the 1st Battalion 
which was preparing for active service in Cyprus. 
He was again promoted, thus becoming, within four 
months with the 1st Battalion, an acting Sergeant 
at the age of twenty. Since Cyprus he has served 
with the Battalion at home and abroad: in Kenya. 
Zanzibar, Swazi land, Rhodesia, BAOR, Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen and Minden. During th is time he served 
another tour as a Depot Train ing NCO at Fort 
George, and as a PSI with the 3rd Battajion The 
Gordon Highlanders (TA). He was promoted sub
stantive Warrant Officer II in 1968. 

His contribution to the Regiment has, however, 
not been restricted to a pure•ly military aspect. He 
is a keen boxer and has trained the Battalion Box
ing Team in recent years; he is an Army Class I 
Boxing Coach. He holds his Battalion Spor-ts Col
ours for Boxing. 

His service and experience is both wide and 
varied. He has qualified in Support Weapons, Skill
at-Arms, Boxing, Judo, First Aid and Drill. 

To-day WO II Dooley receives his Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal for 18 years loyal service 
to the Regiment anq to the Army. 

WOII Dooley receiving his LS & GC Medal from Brigadier 
T. M. Creasey, OBE. 

23510896 Sergeant J. BALDWIN 
THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

Sgt Baldwin receiving his LS & GC Medal from Brigadier 
T. M. Creasey, OBE. 
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Sergeant Baldwin enlisted in the Services on 
11 June 1947 as a rating in the Royal Navy. He 
served with the Royal Navy until 1957 and was a 
sub-mariner from 1954-1957. He earned the Royal 
Naval General Service Medal with the clasp 
Malaya. During his time with the Royal Navy he 
served in Malaya, Ceylon, India, East Africa and 
the West lnd:es. On leaving the Navy he became 
a member of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, 
and later the 5th/ 6th Battalion The Gordon High
landers (TA) . In December 1958 Sergeant ~aldwin 
jo'ned the Regular Army as a G~rdon Highlander 
and, after tra:ning at the Depot 1n. A~erdeen, he 
joined the 1st Battal!on in Celie. Within a y_ear he 
was an acting Corporal. He was an act1ng Ser
geant a year later. He served with the 1st Battalion 
in Kenya, Swaziland and UK until .1964 wh~n he 
became a training Sergeant at the Highland B~igade 
Depot. In the last five years Serge<l:nt Baldwin has 
been on active service in Borneo With the 1st Bat
talion, and has had appointments as training ~er
geant with both the 3rd Battalion The Gordon High
landers (TA) and 22 Cadet Training Team. He 
returned to the 1st Battalion in BAOR in 1969 and 
is now PRI and Unit Families Sergeant. 

To-day Sergeant Balwdin receives his Long Ser
vice and Good Conduct Medal for 18 years loyal 
service to the Regiment and to HM Forces. 

WO II SCOTT 

WO II Scott started his Army career as a boy 
so ldier at the Army Apprentice College at Harro
gate. On being transferred tc;> the ranks he ~<?m
pleted his basic Sapper tra1n1ng at 9 Tra1n1ng 
Regiment RE and was then posted to BAOR. He 
served in BAOR frorn February 1954 until returning 
to UK after the disbandment of his unit in Novem
ber 1958. After nearly four years in the UK he 
was then posted to Maralinga in Australia for a 
short tour of about five months. He then retu rned 
to BAOR in November 1962 until being posted to 
the TA in Staffordshire as a PSI in December 
1966. He remained with the TA until j oining his 
present unit, 21 Engineer Regiment. 

Many of you will be wondering why a Sapper 
Warrant Officer is here on parade to-day for the 
presentat'on of his LS & GC Medal. Apart from 
the more obvious fact that both 21 Engineer 
R~g: ment and 1 Gordons support the same Brigade 
WO II Scott has other connections with this Bat
tal :on and in fact with th is Barracks. 

WO II Scott's father joined the Gordons in 1923 
and served with the 1st and 2nd Battalions. He 
was a CSM w·th the 2nd Battalion at the fall of 
S'noapore in 1912. Having been captured by the 
Japanese. C'SM Scott died in a POW camp in Nov
ember 1943. 

WO II Scott's other connection is with St. 
George's Barracks. When he left his basic training 
for BAOR in February 1954 it was to th is barracks 
he was posted, and stood on parade on this square 
on many occas·ons, no doubt witnessing other 
long serving sold iers being presented with the 
medal wh ich he himself is now about to receive. 

OFFICERS' MESS 

One always tends to think that one will never 
leave anything to the last minute, but inevitably 
when one has, one always looks for a suitable 
excuse. The writer of these notes endeavours to 
excuse himself on account of Andrew Forbes' quar
ter centenary celebrations. Not only did Andrew 
have an excuse for this great event, but also he 
and Duncan Macdonald Haig had the evening 
before won their respective wei-;hts in the Novices' 
Boxing Competition. Ferdy Ross swears he too 
would have achieved this, had he not been carved 
up by the " Fang Man". George Kennedy, as well , 
has been heard to murmur about "h ad I been able 
to box the result would have been different", but 
as he created something of a record since his 
return to the battalion by way of remaining off the 
" Injured List" he has been virtually forbidden to 
do anything except breathe, sit at his desk, com
plain about fellow subalterns not showing form, and 
taking the odd drive to Osnabruck or some place 
like that ( Italy?). 

We were delighted to have the Colonel of the 
Regiment with us over the Dargai Ball. He even 
braved the Officers' and Wives' Mess photograph, 
and it can truthfully be said he was the only one 
that did not move on parade. 

During -the course of the summer, tennis was 
very much in vogue. A report on this appears else
where, but a hi;;h ly hilarious tennis tournament 
was organised by the Kinghorns and won by the 
Kinghoms. Padre Jim and Ann also won a prize 
for being so sporting and al lowing the Bruces to 
beat them! Christine Robinson had without a doubt 
the most decorative outfit. Unfortunately Rowland 
was not allowed to rplay thaJ! day, as he had cooked 
the lunch badly and was confined to his quarter. 

Now that the summer has passed we miss our 
evenings' entertainment of tennis or to be more 
precise, the spectating. It was -indeed a great pity 
th at the tennis season ended without us al l bei ng 
able to see "(obin Duke's brand new tennis rig 
specially bought for him by Sue. We miss too the 
platoon " Of the Kindergarten" vying with each 
other as to who can cover himself or herself with 
more sticky cakes than the other. Quite apart from 
that there was always a good chance of a punchup 
between Duke junior, Kinghorn junior and White 
junior. 

We were all , or nearly all , taken completely by 
surp rise by David Irvine and his engagement. One 
forgets as an Ex-Intell igence Officer he has been 
taught about secrecy and the "need to know" 
basis. We all began to wonder when Christopher 
Price disappeared on leave to an unknown destina
t ion whether he was following suit. He has in true 
tradition, neither denied it nor confirmed it. The 
only thing he has confirmed is that it was his car 
that was hit by a four ton truck outside the Mess 
very near to Peter Rooke's real estate. 

On the subject of cars Ferdy Ross, as reported 
in Support Company Notes, d iscovered whilst he 
was on leave that Aberdeenshire roads are just not 
designed for his Spitfire, and that there are too 
many derelict barns in places where they should 
not be. 

Mike Taitt by comparison, is feelinq highly 
del ighted as next year he wi·ll actually have 
achieved a no claims bonus. 
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We have had two Regimental guest nights over 
the past two months and at the first of these a 
unique event took place- the birth of Douglas 
Graham-he was actually born at BMH Hinteln and 
nOll at the Guest Night, in case readers are won
dering. Mer such a Regimental start to l ife he 
must surely become a Gordon Highlander. This 
great event was followed some seven w~eks later 
by his christening and afterwards by a dnnks party 
in the mess where his " Godpa" Colonel Derek 
proposed his health. 

We are indeed sorry to say au-revoir to Peter, 
Alison and their trio of boys to Northern Ireland, 
we are confident that Peter will very shortly sort 
out the problem in Northern Ireland, provided there 
is not another potato famine! 

We ·have said au-revoir too, to Roddy and Oarol 
and Andrew, but fo rtunately they will not be too far 
away in P.erth. 11 is rumoured they were seen off 
in fine style before they left. Even " Murdo" 
Macallum was awoken from his sleep in Gel in
daweg. 

Of the bachelors, Dick Lamb has departed to 
the Anmy Youth Team, Malcolm Ross on a Tank 
Technology Control, in order that he can repair his 
oar and not have to borrow Ferdy's, Mike Taitt 
ski-ing, some people say again, ian Chant-Sempill, 
Ferdy Ross, Duncan MacDonald-Haig and ian Fo r
syth also ski-ing leaving the Mess v•irtually empty. 
Even Pe-ter Rooke ·is departing and all·owing us to 
use the telephone in the evenings. T•he reason for 
his departure we celebrated, thanks to Peter, in 
fine style on 16th November when his engagement 
to Susan Soskin was announced. We were only 
sorry she could not have been ·here with us, but 
we look fo rward greatly .to seeing her at Fort 
George. Gavin Peebles rose magnificently to the 
occasion on the 16th November and produced 
some very interesting infonmation about Peter, 
which to give him his due ·he parried most success
fully. 

Gavin Peebles has been conspicuous by his 
presence over the past two mon~hs, but it is 
rumoured that he is sl ipping away some time at 
the end of December to uphold our name or maybe 
his bottom , in the fields of the Cresta Run and 
Bobsleigh. Let us hope that his nocturnal efforts on 
the plain -common or g•arden toboggan which he 
used for h·is Apres ski activities last year are less 
dangerous this year! Ga~in ·has also shown great 
form shooting and showed up Robin Bruce when 
they both went off duck shooting by becoming the 
" Jagd Kong of t he Day". We will not relate what 
the total bag was, but suffice to say they both 
spent a wonderful day at the invitation of Ober
forstmeister Keiner at Sennelager and his son 
Klaus. 

As Pet·er Rooke departs for America very shortly 
on a very personal business one must close these 
notes before yet another ultimatum is ·issued about 
the Officers' Mess Notes, and in any case no-one 
has a bi nthday today to supply this writer with 
inspiration. 

In conclusion, the tragedy of Hugo Frazer's 
death has left a gap in the Mess Ranks which will 
be hard to fill; although only with us for a short 
while, his cheerfulness, integrity and ability has 
left its mark. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Once again l!!he tra ini ng season is behind us. 

Before the "quiet" period, during which we shall 
relax in well earned id leness until 1971. To keep 
us entertained during th-is time we sha-ll have the 
FFR Inspection and attendant drill parades, UEI 
Inspections, Stocktaking Boards, Audit Boards, pre
handover checks, handover, packing of baggage, 
baggage painting and redecoration of barracks by 
self ·help. Whilst all this is going on I shall t ry and 
review some of the events of the past few months. 

In August the mess resembled Ki ng's Cross 
station, arrivals and departures being almost as 
numerous. 

Goodbyes were said to WO II Gordon MacDonald 
and TOMS Alex McDonald and ORQMS Thurlow 
wh·o left us for postings in the UK. Our two 
financial wizards Eddie P·enman and Jack Melksham 
left for Cyprus and Wiltshire respectively. Jack 
muttering dark threats about a keg of scrumpy to 
be sent for the Dargai Ball. Basil Jackson our ASM 
left us for a commission in September and seems 
to spend more time in Minden than ever. 

We say hello to ASM Neeve, Sgt Farrelly and 
CSgt Charman. 

In August a very successfu-l Mess dinner was 
held when our newly acquired table ware was on 
display. At th is stage all members would like to 
say a big ~hank you to CSgt McMill•an and his 
helpers fo•r their work in running raffles which en
ab1led us -to purchase much of ou r glassware. 

DARGAI COMMITTEE, 1970 

Back Row: SSgt McMillan, CSgt Fraser, D/ M Hall, Sgt 
Hay. CSgt Schoneville. Seated: CSgt Dack, CSM Warden, 

CSM Sharp, SQMS Wrightson. 

WOII "Snowy" Warden, " B" Coy members and 
various hanr;ers-on escaped to Larzac in the South 
of France to gain resp-ite from McMillan's r·affles. 
Lit·tle is known about this e~pedition. On being 
questioned, Snowy just -gives a smile and mutters 
something about " beer that chokes". 

Sgt Duncan, the photographer one, went to 
Greece with a party of merrymakers led by the 
Padre. He returned with some very blurred nega
tives said to be ancient Greek ruins. 
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.September and October saw most of our mem
bers disguised as soldiers for the annual Autumn 
FTX . .But •not before we said farewell to our RSM 
Mr. Strachan who has taken his mess tins and KFS 
across the road to the other place. The contribu
tion RSM Strachan made to our mess life is too 
enormous to recount here. Let it just go on record 
that he wi!JI be greatly missed by all. His plaoe at 
head of ~he table is taken by RSM Cameron, to you 
Sir, a hearty welcome back. 

On Saturday, 24th October, 1970 the Mess 
turned out a team to play football against Porta
Barkhousen, the final score being 3-2 in favour of 
the mess. 

The Porta".Bar•k•housen team along with their 
ladies were invited baok to a Social evening in the 
mess and a good time was had by one and all. 
One of 1he high·lights of the evening was the 
cabaret, when the entertainments committee ex
celled themselves by securing at great expense 
"Diana Dross and the Chicken Supremes". {See 
enclosed photograph) I. to r.: HQMS Hutton, SSgt 
McMillan and DI M Hall. Bouque1s of flowers were 
presented to the "Girls" by James Last Brother. 
"Aye Last"!! 

This year the Dargai Ball was held on 30th 
October and once again in the " Zur Grille"! " Snowy" 
and his overworked committee produced an excel
lent evening whioh was enjoyed by approximately 
370 members and guests. This year, 16 members 
and their ladies gave a superb display of how the 
92nd Highlanders should be danced. It is true that 
STV are looking for a Scottish Country Dance Team 
for a weekly spot on TV. 

Lastly congratulations to all successful players 
of the power game, WOII Sharp, SSgts Joss and 
Oharman, and Sgts Milne and Morrison. -

1 GORDONS LAD (REME) 
Rather sadly "Life With 1 Gordons" is rapidly 

drawing to a close, and in January such utterances 
as " lmjin" Day and " Back Badges" will be made in 
hallowed hal ls, where previously " Dargai" and 
"Omms and Pipes" were sacred words. Rumour 
also rhas it that language conversion courses are 
to be held, •to convert our "Jock orientated" num
bers to t·he "Sounds of Gloucester". 

1970 has once again been an extremely suc
cessful and full year, and although we have lost 
many of the longer serv•ing members of the LAD, 
such as ·A:SM Basil Jackson (on well deserved 
promotion-congratulations Lt Jackson, REME), 
Cpl rBentley (redesignated from "Jock" to "Taffy" ), 
Opl Kelly, LCpls Laing and Sweeney and a tlost of 
others, the LAD has continued to thrive. Three of 
our number have remained Tee-Total for the period 
and .have taken the vital step from Cfn to Mr. 
(Giles, Tthornley and Andrew) , and the old argu
ment still wages as to whether they have been 
demoted or promoted. Thornley has become a key 
man in the night club world , and a forthcoming 
attraction at the "Top Secret" is hoped to be a 
"Candlelight Strip" to the "Drums and Pipes". Un
fortunately we are told that audience participation 
1s out ~his year. 

We have also gained an equivalent number of 
characters, in the form of ASM John Neeve (again 
rumoured to be taking a ! ton trailer on the next 

exercise, in partnership with Q. " I hate campo" 
Fitzer. The trailer ,will be loaded with fresh food 
and approx. 1 000 packets of assorted pills and 
linements of course), Opl Hunt (an excellent lead 
guitarist, a revival of the LAD group we nope!), 
Opl Ball (top goal scorer in our craftsmen's cup 
matc·h-we .Jost 5-0, and he scored two?), Opl 
Solomon, LJOpl Courtney and again many others. 

On the home fr·ont Q. Fitzer ·is to be congratu
lated in getting "Blood out of Stone", by being 
awarded £20 for his excellent GPMG mount design, 
and also Opl "I'm Worried" and Mrs. Wrighton their 
hard work, in making our Christmas Dance and 
draw such a swinging success. Our thanks to the 
many others who helped out at the same function. 

Could the OC take this opportunity to publish a 
warning to the "Black Hand " gang that seems to 
exist in the A and B vehicle shops--lay off his 
Dalmatian "Simon". Oil and spots do not mix, and 
some fine fingenprints are emerging with patient 
use of "Johnsons Baby Powder". 

After four years of close co-operation and 
association with one of the finest regiments in the 
British army, there is bound to be a touch of sad
ness. Pe~haps we could end with the following 
message to 1 Gordons. Remember us here in 
Mind en. We are proud to have been an integral 
part of tne battalion over the past four years. Thank 
you for the .treatment we have received in the past , 
and our very best wishes to you in Cyprus and in 
future years. 

COMMAND COMPANY 
Command Company seems to have taken over 

where the old Headquarter Company left off, and 
a succession of would-be incumbents has played 
musical ohairs in the Company Commander's office 
since July. 

The period just ending has been both extremely 
busy and very successful for the Company. Mem
bers of both the Reece and Signals Platoons found 
their way back to Larzac where the old hands 
soon returned to the haunts of a year before. 

After Larzac there was a brief interlude during 
which the Signals Platoon polished their blisters 
and won the Buckeburg March and everyone else 
polished vehicles or went on leave. 

The 7th-11th September saw us paying a nos
talgic visit to Soltau. Why the Li.inebu rg Heide is 
supposed to be a tourist centre none of us will 
ever know, and if it was not for "the line of the 
obvious," most of us would probably still be lost 
there. 

Our return to Minden found us busy preparing 
for our last great hurdle, Exercise Eternal Triangle 
V. People returned from leave and were pulled out 
of stores and hidey holes, pushed into APCs and 
bundled out for the three weeks, 29th September-
16th October. It was a very s low moving exercise 
which consisted of short periods of intense activity 
between long periods of lying up. BHQ moved f rom 
Barn to Barn and Schloss to Schloss living in com
parative luxury, to the envy of the Echelo.ns and 
the -Reece Platoon who lived in comparative squalor 
in woods and ditches. Some people will never 
learn. 
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The Signals Platoon is beginning to get a bit 
worried about impending changes in the hierarchy. 

During all this time the Drums and Pipes ap
peared occasionally, looking rather out of breath , 
be.fore proferring some excuse for disappearing 
again. Somehow in ·the course of their peregrina
tions, they found time to "cut" a very good record. 

We are also bulid ing up a .remarkable sporting 
record and have just won the Battalion Soccer 
Competition and wrested the Boxing Cup from B 
Company, thanks to the noble efforts on the part of 
our boxers and much hard work from the Sergeant 
Major. Perhaps this is the time· to congratulate 
him on his LS & GC Medal. Long Se rvice, yes ... 

Currently we are painting vehicles, rooms, post:> 
and any stationary object - watch it, the Com
pany Clerk. Our stores have been checked, lost, 
found and rechecked. Our documents have been 
scrutinised and survived. Our vehicles are sweat
ing on the· UEI. All that really remains is to get 
1 Glosters to believe us when we hand over and 
we will all heave a sigh of relief and head for the 
Fort. 

Before closing. we must extend our deep sym
pathy to the family and friends of Pte Benzie who 
tragically lost his life on Exercise Eternal Triangle. 

" No Sir I was never in the B lack Watch." Sgt Robert 
Booth of H:gh Valleyfield in Fi fe reports the quarter guard 
to the Divisional Brigadier in Minden on 17th November, 

1970. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 
Since the last edition of the magazine our tasks 

have been many and varied, even more varied than 
usual, as our re·aders wil l note. 

Mid July saw the majority of the Platoon off to 
Larzac with " B" Coy. in the capable hands of 
CSgt Carter. By all accounts they thoroughly en
joyed themselves and even managed to get in some 
signal training. l•t was also a chance to get some 
drinking practice in for the Ex " Pick N Press" 
later in the year. Alas, all good things come to an 
end and they returned to Minden nicely suntanned 
early in August. 

The next notable event in our calendar was the 
" Buckeburg Marches," of which more is said in 
another part qf the magazine Suffice i·t to say the 
team did extremely well to win against some very 
determined opposition. As a result of us winning 
the Marches, the Buckebu rg branch of the Union 
of the German Bundeswehr Reserve challenged us 

to a shooting competiti on. The Platoon was rep
resented by CSgt Carter and Pte White. Pte White 
covered himself in glory by winning the competi
tion and is soon to be the owner of a very hand
some plaque Rumo_ur has it that he put his first 
shot through the ceiling, for which he blamed the 
strange German rifle, bu t the remainder obviously 
went into the correct place. Well done, White. The 
CSgt can be excused for not winning due to the 
competition being the day after the Dargai Ball. 

Immediately after Buckeburg we "visited" our 
favourite, or perhaps I should say, the best 
known " Company Platz" for the last time, Soltau 
training area. The week from 7-11 September was 
spent polishing up our techniques, after a fairly 
quiet exercise season, for our final fli ng in Ger
many, Ex "Eternal Triangle." Nothing noteworthy 
happened, but the A/ RSO at last achieved his pre
decessor's standard by getting 95B to break down 
permanently, thus return ing to Minden early. Hard 
lines, Kellas, as you nearly had a 100% attendance 
this year. 

Ex. "Eternal Triangle," our last exercise in 
Germany, and the major exercise of the tra'n 'n'l 
season, lasted from 28th September to 16th Octo
ber. On th is exercise we put into practice virtually 
all the techniques we have learned during our tour 
in Germany, including assault river c ross'ngs by 
night. On one of these crossings a certain Sun ray 
was either incredibly optimist:c or cou rageous or 
both. He attempted to stop OB all 15 tons of it 
plus a five-knot current ) from striking a stationary 
barge barehanded. Alas, he was unsuccessful and 
his fingers suffered more damage than OB did. It 
is rumoured that OB d:d one more ci rcle on the 
crossing than OA, but this is not substantiated. The 
remainder of the exercise went extremely we ll with 
plenty of practice in the use of rebro-stations. The 
Platoon worked very hard and as a result we had 
no communications problems, wh ich is more than 
can be said for other units in the Brigade. 

On October 25 LCpl Don, Ptes Scanl in and 
Markie set off on Ex. "Pick N Press". Th:s exer
cise was a two week period spent liv:ng w:th Ger
man lam:lies in the Moselle Valley, ass:st;ng with 
the grape harvest. Judg;ng by the amount of wine 
brought back and the fact that LCpl Don has been 
back to visit for a week-end since, everyone thor
ough ly enjoyed themselves. The return journey was 
marred by the fact that the bus the party were 
travell ing in broke down and they fin:shed up 
return ing by train . 

The month of November is better forgotten. 
During this month we have been on Quicktrain, 
run a Standard Ill cadre, been preparing lor the 
UEI , had a 100% stocktaking board of stores, had 
the annual FFR inspection, been tit ivating barrack 
rooms and still found time to be well represented 
in the Bn Novices Boxing. 

As a result of the Cadre we now have in the 
Platoon- From A Coy.-Ptes Birnie, Kennedy and 
Mitchell; from B Coy-Pte Lynch. We have gained 
Pte Marr from ·the Depot on his re-enlistment after 
serving in the Royal Engineers. We bid them all 
welcome and hope their stay with us wi ll be long 
and happy. 

During the last six months the following have 
left for the reasons shown:- Cpl Adams, LCpl 
Davidson, LCpl Mcinnes and Pte McKay - all to 
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Civvy Street. We hope they all f ind lucrative em
ployment as the unemployment queues are reputed 
to be even longer than the NAAFI ones. Cpl Nicol 
has gone to B Coy as Section NCO. Perhaps the 
thought of man-packing in Cyprus frightened him 
off Courses: At present LCpl Christie is on his 
RSI at the Signals Wing. Earlier th is year LCpl 
Adams and LCpl Stewart both successfully at
tended a Standard I Course at the Signals Wing. 

We end on a sad note. During Ex. " Eternal 
Triangle," Pte Benzie tragically lost his life. We 
would like to extend to his family at home and his 
many friends in the Battalion our sincere and deep 
sympathy. 

THE DflUMS AND PIPES 
At the end of our last notes we were about to 

embark on a seven weeks tour of the UK, taking in 
the Colchester and Edinburgh Tattoos. After a 
long week-end in Scotland we assembled in Col· 
chester for rehearsals. We were somewhat sur
prised to find that no individual spot was to be ours 
but in fact to accompany a local team of Scottish 
country dancers was our task. This turned out to 
be a hit and there was no difficulty involved. Al
though this lasted only about 7 minutes, we made 
sure that we made our mark by advertising th rough 
the producer the sale of our new LP. 

During one of the dress rehearsals we were 
allowed to spectate and it was here that we were 
introduced to members of the " Second. Bn. Gor
don Highlanders," namely a contingent of the 
Sultan of Brunei's Regiment! They have a very 
strong connection with us in that Col Simpson is 
one of their top men, along with Major West and 
some of our senior NCOs. Their act of formation 
drill whilst carrying umbrellas was extremely effec
tive and they took the trick with the publ ic. It was 
not long, however, before our friends were chris
tened in "Jocks' Language" and thus known, to 
put it politely, as "Brolly Gentlemen!!!" It so hap
pened that the RSM, an old KOSB, was to have 
drinks with Pipey in the Mess that night, and talk 
was mainly about the performance of his troops, 
of which he was very proud. The word " brolly" 
was mentioned among others by the Pipey, and he 
was lucky to leave the Mess with only half a pace 
stick buried in his anatomy. However, many friends 
were made and many old ones met in the form of 
our "old" Bandmaster Colin Harper. He is still 
very " Gordon" and more than a little cheesed off 
in his role as a "non-combatant" bandmaster. 

The Colchester Tattoo was really entertain ing 
and a first class performance and had it the Edin
burgh Castle background th is was a show that 
lacked nothing. Organisation-wise it still needs a 
lot, especially the needs of the troops themselves. 
LCpl Eddie Makepeace has taken it on himself to 
bring to the notice of the organisers that the supply 
of sausage, eggs and chips, in the name of the 
satisfied soldier scheme, is totally inadequate, and 
he refuses to take part ever again in the tattoo until 
this is rectified. 

On then to Edinburgh where before we started 
the "big one," another week-end. We were a bit 
tensed up as we faced each other in the morning 
of the first day, but it wasn't long before the stories 
started flying and the proverbial ice was broken 
once more. This year something really new on 
the tattoo was the participation of four Canadian 
pipe bands who joined us in producing both items. 

How we ever managed to form the figures "21" on 
the Esplanade in connection with the twenty-fi rst 
anniversary o·f ·the tattoo, beats me, but under the 
very capable hands of Captain Maclellan it did 
indeed take shape and was really a tremendous 
spectacle, as many people will know from the TV 
presentation. This was great stuff until we pro
duced the item on the lawn of a large hospital in 
Edinburgh for the patients. The great brain never 
took into consideration what might happen when 
the massed bands had to do an ext ra counter 
march. Result: a beautifu lly inverted figu re twelve! 
The· producer was admitted to the hospita l suffering 
from an acute attack of hysterics! We made many 
fr iends among the Canadian pipers and drummers 
who represented four Canadian Regiments. We 
were, of course, a wee bit d isappointed that the 
48th weren't there as we got to know them well on 
our tour of Canada last year. On the second last 
performance we lost Drummy through his old i ll
ness. He had done so well, not having missed a 
performance, despite doctor's orders to take it 
easy. A couple of days rest and he was up and 
about like a young thing. Although the Canadians 
had quite a high standard of piping and drum
ming, it was left to LCpl Makepeace and Drummer 
"Midnight" Whyte to show them the way home in 
the tenor drumming field of which they are 
masters, and the amount of "swings" a bloke can 
learn with a bottle of Canadian rye in the middle 
is nobody's business. I wonder what was the bigger 
attraction? ! . . . 

As always, the Tattoo was the fling of the year 
for the single chaps and the marrieds had only 
visions of the return to the " Land of the Half Litre" . 

After completion of the Edin burgh Tattoo, Cpls 
MacRae, Knox, Macpherson and .Dailly returned to 
Minden before the main party in order to move to 
Lulea in the north of Sweden. Although this was 
the middle of September, a normally fair weather 
month, it was extremely co ld. As it is on ly about a 
hundred kilometres from the Arctic Circle, this was 
only to be expected. However, they never had 
much time to· feel the cold due to a very tight 
schedule. The "Jocks" wage would never compete 
with the standard of living in Sweden, but they were 
saved by the arrival of two of Her Majesty's frig
ates who supplied a much needed quantity of 
cigarettes and beer at the usual NAAFI prices. 

After a week in Lu lea, the party moved south to 
Gavvle to much the same type of schedule. Once 
again saved by the· Navy with the necessities. At 
the completion of Gavvle week the four moved to 
Halsingborg to j oin the band who were already in 
situ. Once again met with the Pipe Major's com
ments, "You've had it easy!!" 

Our entry into Sweden across the water from 
Denmark was to be noted and reported to the 
British Consu late authorit ies, and it was a very 
embarrassed police force on both sides of the 
water who reported we had not been sighted any
where. However, it was a beaming Military At
tache who turned up at the reception dinner that 
night to find, bang on tim e, all the Jocks sitting 
down ready to do battle with their first Swedish 
" scoff". One thing is sure, infiltration into Sweden 
is not d ifficult when twenty-eight Jocks in No. 2 
dress and Lovat hose can enter without being de
tected! 

Our start to the British Week in Halsingborg 
was slightly marred by the fact that our driver had 

. .. 
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his very expensive bus radio stolen which was a 
good warning to us to watch our kit whilst we were 
there. 

We were allowed to take with us our own 
" booze" which proved to be a godsend, as the 
prices in Sweden are unbelievable. H was in the 
" capable" hands of LCpl Eddie Makepeace and 
surprisingly lasted the whole tour. 

Our accommodation was an absolutely first 
class youth hostel of which the people of Halsin
borg are justly proud. It is famous for its comfort 
and good food and it was perhaps for these two 
main reasons that the Board of Trade people bil
letted us there. For the programme we were about 
to undertake needed a lot of stamina. 

We were marching and playing morning, noon 
and night and had it not been for the very apprecia
tive audiences, I'm quite sure we just might have 
gone sour. Despite the fact that we were working 
into the evenings, the British authorities encouraged 
us to mix as much in the town as we could. Little 
did they know that the " joint had been already 
cased by about four mini-bands the first night!" 
Pipe Major Elect, Barney Lovett's success in the 
town could not be competed with , and it wasn't 
long before the others gave up and flopped to join 
his band " The Notts and Black Box Coilery. " Who
ever played with him in the ale house never went 
thirsty! 

Another great morale booster was the appear
ance of a character who was to become devoted 
to us and one of the greatest unconscious com
edians we ever came across. The boys nicknamed 
him " Tam." He was to be our guide and was of a 
very nervous d isposition. Wherever the band was 
due to perform he could be seen dancing and wav
ing his hands on the pavement indicating where he 
wanted the bus to be parked. His happiness and 
beam ing countenance when everything went well 
made the boys split their sides with laughter, and 
when somebody addressed him as " Tam" he was 
as proud as Punch. We had a considerable amount 
of Gordon tartan scarves with us as souvenirs and 
I'm quite convinced he bought a couple every day. 
On the day we left Sweden he was presented with 
a plaid brooch by the band, and as the ship drew 
away from the dock he threw up one of the most 
British salutes I have ever seen , then bounded 
along the quay waving. Had it not been for the 
safety barrier, I've no doubt at all he would have 
run clean over the side into the water. 

We were joined later in the tour by the Navy in 
the form of two submarines. The town was big 
enough for us all and the demand even more for 
pipers and drummers. The Navy, however, had a 
miserable defeat at football against the locals, and 
we decided to have a go ourselves, and threw out 
a challenge to the local Police Force. A very good 
game it turned out to be, but we too failed and lost 
four goals to two. The Press followed us wherever 
we went and the publicity that ensued was just 
what we wanted. If anybody thinks that the Swedish 
girls stick true to form and are free and easy, how 
about this?- when they want to track you down. 
One of the fine examples to reach the Pipe Major's 
table lately is as follows, quote:-
Dear Piping Major Kerr, 

Forgive me that I write you but I want a boy. 
This boy does not know me and has never speak
ing to me. I can only say where he was. It is very 
important that I get him. 

0 
0 
0 
0 

+-
0 X 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

Please help 

The Boy I Want 

X---The Piping Major Kerr 
0 
0 
0 

me. 
LISELOTTE JOHAt-iNSEN. 

" Protected" by two bobbies are Cpl Brian Macrae, Pipers 
Macpherson, Knox and Dailly during the Brilish week In 

LUiea, Sweden. 

Anybody who should decide on a trip to Sweden 
we can guarantee you will never regret it. 

INTELLIGENCE SECTION 
To break the monotony of identity cards and 

stencilling, whioh seems to oooupy most of the 
section's time whi·le in camp, LOpl Henry and Pte 
Kynoch both managed to get away for a month 
during the summer. LOp ! Henry spent a pleasant 
month in the South of France with " B" Company 
where he proceeded to spend all his t ime sunning 
himself and paddling his own canoe. lot is 
rumoured that he had to spend a day on an escape 
and evasion exercise. Kynooh spent a month in 
July climbing in the Dolomites and hanging by his 
finger.t ips from some sheer wok face and miracu
lously didn't fall off. Opl Watt never made Fmnce 
or Italy, but spent most of the summer hobbling 
about oamp wi~h a dislocated knee, or cart•ilage 
or some suoh ailment. Sgt Colville is still trying 
to prove that he is still worth a place in the Bat
talion F.ootball team, took it upon himself to break 
his collar bone, thus cunningly avo·iding Eterna l 
T·riangle. But to make up for this bitter disappoint
ment the Battalion 21C kindly found a vacancy for 
him on <!!he January Outward Bound Course at 
Towyn, where apparenHy a swim before breakfast 
is the thing to do. LOp! Bowman found himself 
there in November scrambling up Bwlth drws 
Ardudwys or some such 'improbable place, but 
returned fu ll of enthusiasm wh ich no doubt •he has 
passed on to Sgt Colville. 

The lOs office becomes more cluttered every 
d'ay with cameras, cine oame~as , flash units, stacks 
of photographs, negatives and other paraphenalia 
and in fact what was his stationery cupboard has 
just about now become Sgt Duncan's store cup
board. 
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Congratulations to LCpl Henry who we gather 
has just got an "A" Grading on his clerks course. 
So you see we are really quite intelligent 

RECCE PLATOON 
" l'he British soldier must be driven to digging 

himself in the moment he occupies an area, and 
not to waste t ime in sightseeing, souvenir hunting 
and brewing tea." 

With the poetic capabilities of the platoon ex
hausted. beset by a chronic lack of bodies, the 
Platoon SertJeant havinq skived off to do his 
Colour Serneant, and all the Corporals gone into 
hidinq, on leave, driver training or courses, the 
Platoon Commander was finally run to ground after 
one of his weekends in Amsterdam and chained 
with some pacer and a pencil to a chair. Unfor
tunately he slioped off to Rhe'ndalen at the 
bgninninq of December, and this is all that could 
be found ... 

The tans that returned from Larzac, where an 
enjoyable and useful ti me was had . were imoroved 
uoon by 10 days of Terrain Study Exercise in late 
Au,.,ust, on which much use4ul exoerience was 
oained on obstacle assessment No one had to be 
recovered more than once, and a skeleton force 
wont nn •o S'IODI" an " J:vos & l':ars" only <>nemv 
to the Bri -·a de A2 Echelon iust before ooinq to 
Soltau in September. The Platoon received an 
extremely congratulatory letter from the DAA and 
QMG for their work on this exercise. This work 
was achieved by sustained efforts of every member 
of the small crews involved. and was a good 
example of what we are capable of. 

To cheer us on our way. this autumn's Soltau 
trainino oeriod was one of the better and wetter 
ones The tans faded rather badly and the Platoon 
Commander indented for more cam cream. In the 
week between Soltau and Eternal Trianole we 
most renretfully said poodbye to Ool Mathers. 
whose demob oarty was so succes!'-ful that the CSM 
didn't oet home until 5 a.m. Cols Dent 78 and 
Stewart also disaonPan=~d to Glencorse to do a 
ore-coursP. cadre; O'JI Dent returned just in time 
to do Company Orderly Sergeant after Admin 
Inspection. 

Etern~l Triangle, which was very slow moving, 
was of 1nterest insofar as the Platoon went out 
with 2-man crews in each vehicle, and remained 
so for two and a half of the three weeks. 

The oroblems of workinq with 2-man crews 
were enhanced by the fact that we had two inex
oerienoed commanders, now we know what it is 
!ike in the Cavalry. The d rivers map reading has 
Improved, too. 

So to the Admin, durinq whioh the Platoon 
Commander went away on attachment ~o the French 
Army. he ol·aims, althouoh he was seen vanishinq 
out o' ~arracks at (1730 hrs on the morni ng of the 
lnso~ct1on Parade. In retrospect, it has been a full 
and rnterestinq Ia~ year in BAOR. We have learnt 
to ooerafe new Surveillance Equ'ipmem, thanks to 
Sot Booth and we have used it on exercises. We 
have had our GPMG mounts for some six months 
now, and have the distinction of being the only 
Reconnaissance Platoon in BAOR to be so 
equioped. We have lost most of our experienced 
NCOs, and the drivers and crews have had to 
learn to stand or fall by themselves, and have 

------·------------------------

An i nformal (I) group-Recce Platoon , winners ol Bn 
5-a-side Football Competition , November , 1970. L . to R.
Back Row: Cpl Knowles, Pte Mclean , Sgt Booth. Front 

Row: Pies Adam 55, Booth. 

largely succeeded. It is to be sincerely hoped that 
the excellent spirit that is the backbone of the 
Platoon will go with it from BAOR, where the jobs 
have been varied and frequent, to UK and Cyprus 
where they may not appear so interest ing. 

We have three newcomers, Ptes Muir, Boyd and 
Thomson. Muir and Boyd managed to get some 
field experience but the unfortunate Thomson has 
only, so far, got some Housemaids Knee during his 
painting binges in the preparation for hand-over. 
One other newcomer was Winton's second son, 
who conven iently d idn'~ arrive until after Eternal 
Trial1'- le, and on whom we congratulate Mr. and 
Mrs. Winton. Mclean and Morrison did great deeds 
in the Battalion Tug-o '-War heavy team, and what 
was left of the Platoon did very well to win the 
s-a-side football competition in November and to 
come runners-up in the Vo lleyball competition. Sgt 
Green has gone surveilling and rejoins us at the 
Fort; Opl Dent 97 has survived a series of opera
tions to his carti lages. The Platoon Commander 
goes away (aqain?) in January to learn about sig
nalling ... Sic T ransit Gloria. LCpls Levie and 
Wright have returned to UK in search of recru its. 
Meldrum and Adam follow in December to help 
Sgt Green with taking over at the Fort, where we 
trust, we will be re-united-but don't bet on it. 

V.AIN ISHING VOGEL 

• 
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WEAPON TRAINING NOTES 
WTO-Sgt J. Davidson. 
Store.man-LOpl Murray. 

A busy season obliterated any hopes of con· 
tinuity on ~he weapon training side of me and 
annual c lassi fication has been the only gun-l1ke 
ac:tion this quamer. 

We hav.e however sent twelve members of the 
Batt<alion with under three yeatrs serV1ice to train 
with The Queens Own Highlanders at Redford. If 
their shooNng comes up to scmtch ~hey will be 
selected to shoot in The Nishan Shoot and per
haps gain interna~ional fame . . . 

We are compe~ing in two postal shoots, one in 
the pistol and one in the SMG. T<he pistol scores 
recorded by Oapt Duncan, Sgt Grant and Cpl 
Phimister (Army 30 Pistol) ~and a very good 
chance tof winning the competi'tion-'Only time w;ll 
tell. 

Our thirty met re range is finally ready for use 
after a ~lo ng struggle. We hope Tihe Glosters 
enjoy dt . . . 

Once settled in Fom George we hope to take 
part in many more oompeMions with " BAOR 
pre,s•sure" off us. Particu larly we hope to join a 
local .22 <club and then work on the P.RI. to get 
us s-ometh ing sopthiisticated in the way of a rifle. 

Unforitunately Sgt Davidson is leaving the 
Weapon Tmining Staff (ihe is Tthe Weapon Training 
St·aff!) as he is under consideration for a post on 
the Training Staff of lihe Roya<l Military Academy, 
San·dhurs1. We wish him good luck on the Selec
tion Board and a very happy time at Sandhurst. 

Congratula'llions ar~e due to the o~her half of 
the· Trainling Staff, Cpl Murray on his well earned 
promotion. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPANY 
General 

Since the last issue of the " T,iger and Sphinx" 
the Company ·has been 'heavily committed to all 
the exercises and training wh<ioh are part and par
cel of life in B~AOR T·hat everyone has carried out 
all the tasks demanded of fhem ·cheerfully and well 
is no mean feat. One finds that, in BAOR, soldier
ing is a succession of "matters of urgency", and 
that there is seldom time to draw breath. Starting 
early and work·ing late is more the rule than the 
exception. 

We finished the exercise season on 16th 
October with Exercise Bternal T riangle. lihis was 
the three week Division1al exercise for Which much 
training had been car-nied out. The Bat.talion was 
congratulated on the s'tandard which it achieved 
during this exercise. 

After Exercise 5ternal Triang·le we prepared for 
the Fitnes,s for Role Jnspeotion and the other 
ancillary inspections whi·oh go with it. Tlhis is now 
history but we believe ~hat we have acquitted our
selves weJ.I in ai,J depantments. Tihe actual FFR 
inspection took the form of a ceremonial parade 
which was first class. This parade will be fully 
reported elsewhere in the magazine, suffice to say 
the Brigadier having inspeoted Adm1in Company 
sai·d to the Company Commander "The turnout of 
your company lis exce·llent". 

Company Headquarters 
As in the dep•a•rtments life has been heot•ic and 

everyone is looking forward •to a little respite. The 
main item of news is tha,t we have lost our CSM 
WOitl Drybu-rgh, who has gone to the families office. 

WOI<I Dry'burgh was the first comp-any sergeant 
major of Administrative Company and much of the 
credtit for putting the company on a finm founda
tion was a result! of his hard work. We shall miss 
his guidance in the futu re. 

Our new company sergeant major is WOitl Will 
Who comes ~o us from " D" Company. Sergeant 
Major Will has only been with us for a week but 
already he has acquired much knowledge of per
sonalities in the company and is obv,i ~ously going 
to be a great success. We are very pleased to 
welcome hiim and hope that he will have a long 
and enjoyable stay with us. 

tLtOpl Connelly continues to carry the clerical 
burden wi1'h cheerfulness and abil ity. Our con
gratulations go to him for the high standard which 
he achieved in ~he documents inspe~ion. 

Rittchie, Bradley and Cooper have, t·hey te'll US, 

been working hard grape•pick·ing in t•he Moselle 
VaHey. llhey have been back once since they 
returned and intend spending Christmas and New 
Year with the friends they made there. ('Reaping 
the unexpired por.l!ion of the fru its of their labours 
perhaps!!) 

A'll the staff are now work<ing harsJ preparing 
tor handover. Bradley, McPherson and Ritchie are 
our representatives on the advance party and will 
no doubt ensure that we have a good takeover at 
the Fort. 

QUARTERMASTER'S DEPARTMENT 
It all started off on Monday, 28th September, 

1970 when the Battalion left Minden on the annual 
thre~-week Exercise, E·ternal T'riangle. Leaving 
Camp to the drumming sound of rain on our 
vehicles we headed for the first location. Much to 
the surprise of many, all vehicles which were 
commanded by members of the staff arrived safely. 

The exercise comprised of a number of moves 
th roughout a large section of North Germany, many 
o' which were night moves, and of course to com
plicate matters a couple of river crossings had to 
be negotiated. It was never realised by the staff 
just how many " Wooded Areas" there were in our 
part of Germany, th is was particularly noted when 
we heard that the Company Battle Groups had 
moved into yet another vi llage and A 1 Echelon 
another farm, but somehow the workers of A2 
Echelon had found another wood, usually rain 
soaked and knee deep in mud. 

Throughout the Exercise LCpl McNeil acted as 
" Chef" to members of the staff and managed to 
produce some very interest ing and palatable dishes 
which were appreciated by all , mclud1ng the Ech
elon Sergeant Major, who claimed we were the 
best fed part of the Echelon. 

Gpl Topping is to be congratulated for some 
excellent map reading , even although he managed 
to lose a complete section of a convoy after a 
night river crossing, also congrats, to LCpl Gala
shan who was voted without doubt the " Best Slept 
Man on Exercise." 

During the Exercise two members of the sta~ 
who shall remain nameless (on the grounds that 1t 
may incriminate me) decided they were in ~eed of 
a hol iday, so packed their bags and moved _mto the 
most expensive hotel in Minden, known un iversally 
as " Big Tam's Glasshouse." We hope they enjoyed 
thei r vacation. 

After Exercise Eternal T riangle the next outburst 
of work was to ensure that al l vehicles in the OM's 
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Compound were roadworthy for the BFG Winter 
Check. As th is affects only private cars, it was 
surprising that almost all members of the staff were 
involved. This seems to prove that there are some 
rewards for working in the Quartermaster's Depart
ment!! 

Next panic to descend upon us was the Annual 
Administrative Inspection on the 20 November. This 
took the form of a Ceremonial Parade which re
sulted in many hours of extra work for our Tailors 
and Clothing Stores. The ROMS could be seen 
working to unearthly hours trying to determine 
where he could find some extra cloth ing to issue 
to the next company to parade for a Fitting Inspec
tion, but as usual he managed to get everybody 
concerned looking great for the big day. His work 
did not finish there; he still had to total all items 
of clothing which had been signed for on AFs P 
1954, which after only the first eight days of Nov
ember, reached a staggering total of 2,346 items. 
This really shattered the old saying in the Clothing 
Stores, " Someone Sqmewhere is Diffy Something." 

That being everything on the work side of these 
notes, to bring our readers up to date with the per
sonal side of life, here are some details of what 
has been happen ing during training. 

Double congratulations are in order for the 
Quartermaster, first on his promotion to Captain, 
and more recently, on his marriage. We offer him 
our conqratulations and wish him every success 
and happiness on both achievements. Congratula
tions are also in order for the new arrivals- daugh
ters to Pte and Mrs. Booth and Pte and Mrs. 
Park; also a son to Pte and Mrs. Buchanan. 

Cpl "Big D" Nibloe has left us for Civvy Street 
and we wish him all the best and hope to see him 
on a visit when we reach the Fort. Pte McDonald 
has left us for Comd Company, we hope he does 
well. We welcome gn the other hand, Cpl " Jim" 
Milton who has arrived from B Company. We hope 
he will stay with us for quite a time. 

We are now about to hand over to 1 Glosters 
which wil l be a pleasure to some of us, although 
others are not too keen to leave Germany, but 
most of us are looking forward to UK and more so 
to Cyprus in April '71. Until T & S time comes 
around again we bid you all farewell and wish you 
all a Merry Christmas and All the Best in 1971. 

MT PLATOON 
Playtime- Captain (QM) C. D. Thew 
Playtime Minor- CSgt W. Joss. 
Tech Sgt - Sgt A. Douglas 
FAMTO Sgt - Sgt J . Milne 

EXERCISES! EXERCISES! EXERCISES! - at 
last we have come to the end of the road as far as 
exercises in West Germany is concerned. How
ever, needless to say, looking back on it all, all the 
Platoon can hold their heads up with pride at the 
successful part they have played during the Bat
talion's tour in Germany. 

September 2-4 brought " Panthers Leap," the 
Echelon exercise wh ich had vehicles moving all 
over the place, and even back-tracking just to keep 
them on the move. 7-11 September saw the Bat
talion at Soltau for Battle Group Training, during 
which phase the weather was kind, so " bogging" 
was reduced to a minimum. 

Exercise " Eternal Triangle V" saw the Battalion 
leave Barracks on 28th September and not return 
until 16th October, duri ng which time wheeled 
vehicles covered a total o·f 60,000 miles. During the 
exercise, Phase Ill of the Bulk Refuelling Trial was 
successfully carried out and credit for this must 
go to the Stalwart and Tanker crews who were 
called upon at all hgurs for refuelling . Unlike the 
last Exercise Eternal Triangle in 1968, which was 
cut short after a week, this one lasted its full 
course, mainly due to the weather and the various 
restrictions placed upon all by an unco-operative 
" Damage Control." 

"No rest for the wicked! " After the last exer
cise, it was down to DRI LL, DRILL and more DRI LL 
in preparation for the annual FFR Inspection which 
took place on 20th November with a ceremonial 
parade for the Brigade Commander. Once again 
the "Lackies" of the MT proved they could drill 
and march along with the best. Jacks of all trades 
are they! Would there have been an Admin Coy 
on parade without the MT? 

Pte Glen- " What do t do next". 

At the time of writing everyone is working like 
mad in preparation for the PRE (Periodic REME 
Examination - CIV to old lags!) which starts on 
30th November. We hope to obtain as good a 
report as our previous one. Once this is over 
comes the arduous business of packing up for our 
return to UK and handing over to 1 Glosters. 

Some old friends have left us since our last 
notes:- Cpls McWilliam and Penman and Pte 
Bowie for the horrors of Civvy Street. To them we 
wish the best of luck in their new careers. Pte 
Mi lne ( &) on posting to the Depot for a tour of 
duty. Not forgotten of course is LCpl Cruickshank 

I 
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who unfortunately broke a leg while "stepping off" 
a Stalwart during "<Eternal T riangle," and is now in 
the Royal Herbert Hospital at Woolwich. To him 
we wish a speedy and successful recovery so that 
he may enter civil ian life as fit as he entered the 
Army. 

Before closing we would like to congratulate:
Pte and Mrs. Nisbet on the birth of their daughter; 
Pte and Mrs. Brewster on the birth of their son; Pte 
and Mrs. Morrison on the birth of thei r daughter; 
CSgt Joss and Sgt Milne on promotion; Playtime 
on joining the elite band of Class II Heavy Goods 
Vehicle Licence holders (Fiddle did they say?) 

PRESIDENT REGIMENTAL INSTITUTES AND 
UNIT FAMILIES OFFICE 

Our last exercise over, and now it is inspections 
of this and that, with packing up, handing over and 
the odd little party thrown in, to sabotage the clear 
head needed. 

WO II Dryburgh is about to join the organisation 
and will be at the sharp end with the "Char Wal
lah" to receive families as they arrive at Fort 
George. Sgt Baldwin has the task of seeing out 
all the families leaving Minden. 

Our remaining weeks here in Minden threaten 
to. become hectic to say the least. However, we 
have a certain amount of protection from the in
vad i)lg hordes of house-seekers-Cpl Hamilton has 
returned from "another" bout of leave and is fix ing 
all and sundry with his myopic stare, issuing the 
while strange Welsh curses in the direction of 
heaven and "them". 

The subdued hie-coughing from one of the more 
remote corners of the PRI Empire, reminds us that 
Pte Sanderson is with us again after exercise "Pick 
N Press." Despite the vacancy of expression in 
his long face, he assures us his partially ruined 
palate wi l l soon revive with a few drops of the 
" cratur." 

Dargai Ball has come and gone, and if Major 
Mac hasn't mentioned it, we can only assume that 
it left h im "speechless." He did, however, give 
expression to· certain tendencies by submitting that 
qu iet backwater, Meisenweg, to a well-known 
s:nger's record of "Scots wha ha'e" at s:x o'clock 
in ·the morning and several decibels above normal. 
He now has high hopes of leading his "limited" 
company on the FFR Parade. This is because 
someone, somewhere, sent him the "Form of 
Parade" without the magic words "For Info." 

Sorry, Sir, the Claymore will have to remain 
above ancestral chimney-piece. 

UNIT PAY TEAM 
Since the last issue of "Tiger and Sphinx" "Q" 

Perman, Sgt Melksham, Cpl Sudbury and Cpl For
rest have departed and SSgt Mi lburn and Cpl Mac
kersie have arrived, just in time for the move to 
Fort George. The work load has not diminished 
and there ·has been much burning of the midnight 
oil. 

The members of the team all seem to have side
lines; Cpl Mad-Mick Turner as "OJ" and barman 
for Bingo Sessions, Cpl Buckley as bus driver, Cpl 
Dwyer as photographer and Cpl Wilson waiting to 
become a father, making hard work of it too. By 
the time these notes are due we hope to be in 
Cyprus and settled down to a more normal life with 

participation in unit sports (tidd ly winks, dominoes 
and snap) and hope to be able to report some suc
cess in these fields. 

'MILITARY 'BAND 
Since our last " 'epis.t·le' to the Gar-dons", our 

travels ha.ve been wide and our duties many and 
varied. Summer in Germany is always a !hectic 
time for bands, with something happening every 
day, and many thousands of miles spent living in 
coaches. 

We at last managed to play for the Minden 
Freischiessen P·arade this year and 4t rained the 
whole day--quite the wettest panade we have ever 
done, but in these condi·Nons the affin,i•ty that has 
built up between the people of Minden and our 
band , was never more obvious. One can see that 
in the nex1 few years, the memory of th is stay in 
Minden wiH give the band somertthing to talk about 
throu·g'h the cold Scottish nights. 

It was Britain 's turn ~h is year to be the host 
nation for the Pnix Leclerc, and we played the 
music for the opening and closing ceremonies and 
various receptions. Unfortunately the British team, 
taken from the 2nd Battalion The Goldstream 
Guards, did not win , but the hospita'loity in t·heir 
Sergeant's Mess was first class. 

The day after ~his , we hit the other end of the 
Military Music spectrum with an appearance at 
Cloppenburg for the German National Speedway 
Championships. 

In July we made what looks t·o be our last trip 
to Denmark, with three days in Graasten just over 
the border. Their abil ity to make you welcome, 
was again amply proved . It seems a pity that it 
will be some years before we oan visit them a1gain. 
We conclu·ded this enqagement by a short perfor
mance at a camp site for Girl Guides. We marohed 
through the camp followed by th ree thousand girls, 
which must be the nearest we have ever come to 
doing a " P1ied P·iper". 

July was notable, because at one t ime five 
members of the band were " expectant", all expect
ing it to happen on the same day. It didn 't quite 
happen like that but before going on our leave in 
August, we had five proud fathers in the band, 
and congratulations are due to S.andra Lamond and 
daughter Nicola Joy, Lily Rae and daughter Angela, 
Barbara Ross and son Uindsay Hadden, Ir is Riddell 
and Wendy Jane and the last arr·ival Gavin John
Kay Wilson 's new son. 

In the show-jumping world durin;) our five day 
" st•int" as house band at the Rotterdam Inter
national Horse Show, the British team, comprised 
of all the old favourites d id ext remely wel l. 

Four members of the band left for their year's 
course at Kneller Hall - Bdsmn Davies, Hawkins, 
Johnston and Wood - but in return we received 
Bdsm Dave Lin die and Andy Re·id (Big Arthur) by 
way of the Junior Musician's School a.t Aberdeen, 
and a year at Knel·ler Hall. We hope that their stay 
will be happy and fruitfu l. We have also lost Bdsm 
John Tough and Pete Haywood to civilian life, and 
we wish them both the best of luck for the future. 

After lthree and a •half years in M inden, we 
fina.Jiy managed a visit to the IWeser P·ils Brewery 
in October. A1ter a tour round ~he works, we were 
invited to .test the finished product. Needless to 
say, we dlid lthis-two hundred and t.wenty pints 
of i~--and a good •time was had by al l. 
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Playing at t he Prix Lec lerc NATO Rifle Meeting 1970. 

We are now in the middle of a spate of farewell 
concerts, •in fact, as we draw to the end of our 
stay in BAOR, almost everywhere we play is for 
the last t ime in that looa~ion. T.he only b lessing is 
tha~ t he band is now play.ing lin •good concert halls 
instead of on football f ie.!ds. 

Amazingly, three members of the band found 
t ime to get married. Bdsm lan Menzies to Oarol 
Garden, Bdsm Mitch Johnston to Doreen Leifer 
and Bdsm John Lindie to Anne;Jret Behrens, a 
native of Minden, and our congratulations are due 
to them all. 

By the time that rthe notes are in print, we wi l l 
be ensconced •in Fort George, and preparing for 
a summer tour of ~~enteel concerts in Bournemouth 
and Eastbourne, ·all rather a chan;Je fro m bratwurst 
and schnapps. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 

As I lay in my bath trying to remember whether 
the r ight turn in slow time was given on the left 
foot or on the right foot, whether I would have fifty 
three or for.ty rth ree soldiers on parade on the great 
day, whether I had enough track pads •left, whether 
I had remembered to tell the Sergeant Major that 
my family would lbe t ravelling by air and not by 
car on the move back, whether I 'had told the 
Quarty that one of the baths in Block 15 •had c.ome 
off .its legs, that the drains were blocked and the 
garage root leaked, whether I had told ~he Mortar 
Pl~oon Commander t hat I had forgotten to ring 
up the Dutch fam ily I knew when I was !last -there 
and fix him up with one of the dau : h·ters for rthe 
forthcoming party, I suddenly felt as if <life was just 
a little too hectic and my mind drifted off to a 

remote part of New Zealand where a crystal c lear 
mountain torrent carved i.ts way through the valley 
tumbling and turning and holding me in complete 
capt.ivity as I f orgot all and endeavoured to lure 
some of the vast and c unning Rainbow trout that 
lay •there. Quite suddenly ·there was a sl ight tension 
on t he line and then the reel was playing ~hat 
wonderful music, which all fishermen adore. The 
fight was on, the great s ilver monster was leaping, 
turning diving to the accompaniment of the music 
which suddenly quickened , pause reached a new 
crescendo, then, as suddenly as it had begun, 
stopped, and I was lying in the river bed soaked 
throug_!l and freezing with a useless and broken fish
ing rod in my hand. At that moment I awoke from 
my nightmare in the freezing cold bath clutching the 
long •handled back sc rubber and faced yet anot·her 
nig h•tmare, "The T•iger a nd Sphinx" notes-If only 
there were some platoon commanders but they 
are not here. Mr. Taitt 1has gone to Norway, we 
believe ostensibly •to ski and if he can navigate 
his way back again assisted by S;;t Moodie, p,tes 
McKeown, and Clark he js disappearing again this 
t ime to Italy. If they survive that we may just see 
them at For.t George. 

Mr. Ross 1is in a similar predicament, except he 
is only venrturing to Mi.ttenwald to uphold the 
honour of the Regimental Downh ill teams. We do 
sincerely hope he is not tak ing •his oar wi·th him 
as we hear even the Torphins road in autumn with
out ice on it can prove troublesome. 

Even the Sergeant Major is deserting us soon 
to get his tribe organised for the move back. Sgts 
Muckle and Blair rtoo, have decided that square 
bashing is the up and com in•::J th ing these days and 
•have gone off to Caterham to discover what foot 
you do give ·the night turn on. 
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Thankfu·lly s\llrlwa111s like the Quarty, Sgts Hay 
and Fraser are remaining to 1hold the Company 
Commanders hand whilst he endeavours to placate 
Pt·e tan·igan who must by now hold ~he world 
reoor<l for the ten metre dash, w ith h is foot in 
plaster between his stool and the Company Oom
mander's offi ce. 

SP Coy Cross Country team, 1970 Bn Champions. 

So much has gone on and still ·is going on. 
One is temp•ted t•o suggest that readers sho·uld 
have a look at "A" Companies notes to discover 
the former and " B" Companies notes for the latter, 
but one feels cert•ain that •they would not highligtht 
the ,fact ·t hat Suppo·rt Company won the Inter Com
pany Cross Count·ry yet again with P•te Brown 26 
as the individual winner, that we also won the Inter 
Company Orienteering Competition and have put 
some excellent d isplays in ~he latter Company 
Potted Sports. 

No doubt they •Will h ighlight our aq uatic perfor
mance on Ex E•ternal T ri:angle rw:hoich has resulted 
in LJOpl Robertson and Pttes Ball and Clark asl<iing 
for a tnansfer to the Royal Navy ,for submarine 
duty. 

Ex E.ternal T riangle wars the ollimax of the years 
training and was our final exercise 4n BAOR 
Support Company can truthfully say il:hey were 
represented .in every way being spl i·t up and de
tached to all companies of the Battalion! Since the 
completion of this exeroise all our enengy has been 
turned towards our FFR and il:he UEI. If we a re not 
cleaning our personal ki•t and banging our feet on 
the square we are clean1ing il:hose iron monsters 
and ban9ing out aU the Httle dents (some not so 
•little) <that have been infl-i-cted on them. 

Courses for members of Support Company 
have taken place so fast and furiously we hardly 
have time to rea lise people have been on ilthem. 
We have •a wealth of talent in 'UCpl Anderson hav
ing recently •completed his painter and decorators 
oourse, McWilliam a carpenter and joiners course, 
Rob:inson a •Water 100urse, Sgt Moodie a firsot aid 
course and mounMin leadership •course, Ptes Gran•! 
and Park a basic mountain rescue .c.ourse, Cpl 
Martin a special IMFC course, Opl Seivwright a 
Mortar NCO's roourse, Cp'l MoKi•llop (we haven't 
seen ihim for mon~hs) ·an Antli-T·ank NCOs Course, 
Oowe " a Padre's .course", and Manders a football 

referees course. We are quite confident ~hat Bat
'talion HQ will pull even more names ou.t of ~he rhat 
in ~he future and we w ill become even rmore 
talented. 

11hankfully the platoons of Support Company 
have ad<led their more deMiled notes which will 
allow ilihe wniter of these notes .to slip back into his 
bath again and redream the conquest of anot'her 
vast rainbow. 

We look forward greatly 'to our return to Fort 
Geor·ge and our 6 rmonths' .tour in Cyprus. Mr. Ross 
is most concerned that he may not make 'his ninety 
one days there and earn a msdal. If he takes h 's 
oar wi•th him he might! 

MORTAR PLATOON 
Having succeeded in using up all our remain· 

ing ammunition at Sennelager, culminating wi•th a 
"rapid fire" order involving 52 H.E. rounds, we sent 
51 section ~o Putlos t·o fire illuminations for the 
1 B.A. Corps A/ Tk concentration. This task had 
the makings of be•ing the non-event o f the year 
when we were told on •ar·rival ~hat there were no 
81 mm illuminating rounds do be h ad . (Tohere was 
even the suggestion ;that skilled 81 mm men should 
lower themselves to operate mere 2 inch + hand 
held flares.) 

However this situation resolved itself and we 
considered ourselves to be the b ig success of ~he 
A/Ti<: concentration. 

Whilst this was .going <On, Sgt Fraser 10 + 52 
Section were amusing themselves w ith " A" Com
pany down at Vogelsang •and 53 Sect ion were 
most·ly on leave (where was ~he Platoon Com
mander?) . 

T1here was then a short breath·inq space before 
Soltau during rwhi·ch time Campbell 64 and Be-ll 
successfully completed a "B" vehriole oadre, 
Hunstone a photograph ic course, and numerous 
bodies were on a mortar cadre orun mainly for Cpls 
Seivwright and Martin who were shortly due to go 
to Netheravon. 

We survived Soltau and Ex E1ernal T riangle and 
setNed down to serious occupations such as, 
RSMs drill .parades, grape p:cking in the Moselle, 
and othe painting of anything that cou ld be found in 
the p:latoon stores. f'raseor was sent on a signals 
oadre, and to this day can sti ll be seen wandening 
around .bar.roacks wirth an A41 strapped to him. 

Me on my modern mortar, Pie Wiseman and L/ CM 
Sutherl and. 
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Sgt Hay would periodical ly 1move off at 0900 
hrs muttering about " Jacking up the Dargai Ball " 
and not reappear until 0800 hrs the next day
however after Dargai we eventually ·kept tabs on 
him. 

T<he memory is becoming exhausted, and any
way there is the Novices Boxing 1to go and watch 
- the montar platoon is pinning •its hopes on Pies 
O'<Reilly, Armour and Duncan. 

ANTI-TANK PLATOON 
There <have been many changes since our last 

notes. We have lost Sgt Muck•le who is now on a 
driN course and 1is being posted to the Bridge of 
Don. Sgt Oheck Point Five (Ward) is now in 
Netheravon and we hope ~o see him soon running 
the concentration. Cpl Chapman js now managing 
a pub somewhere in Scotland, but I 'm sure LGpl 
Nicol will find it when <he goes home. We have also 
lost Lt Taitt, Sgt Moodie, Ptes McKeown and' Clark 
unt·il we reach the Fort, they are up in Norway 
somewhere ski-ing. 

Ptes Grant •and Park are off to Scotland for 
<training in mountain rescue so th•at leaves us rat·her 
shor:t of manpower for •the work that has ~o be 
done on the lines and vehicles, but as Pte Brown 
always says " Nae sweat". 

We ·have had good response for "!<he no'>'ices 
boxing in Vhe platoon, Mohamad McAlpine say·s he 
is going to w ipe the floor with all 11he heavyweights, 
and has been heard to say that it is a good job 
tor Captain Duncan that he has won his weight. 

Finally we wou ld like to congratulate Sgt Moodie 
on his promotion and also P-te "Mo" Morrison on 
his marriage. 

26 pts. Brown-winner of 1970 Cross Country. 

ASSAULT PIONEER PLATOON 
S ince our last contr·rbuNon the plat oon •has been 

ext·remely !busy, first of a lf wi•th Eternail Triangle, 
and ,~hen preparing for illhe Admin lnspecNon. 

Eternal Triang,le was for t he platoon very 
interesting as there was qu ite a lot ·of work d one 
with 21 Eng•ineering <Reg.t and also qu ite a bit with 
the Bn on •the last phase. Although •it was good to 
get on wi•th the wor·k .we are <trained for, <i<l was 
also good to be finished with the scheme season. 

Tlhe next thing that happened was the "Pii·ck 'n 
Press" people went off on a working holiday for 
approx. 3 weeks rt<o the s·outh of Germany, and by 
the •look of rLOpl Leslie a good <time was had by all. 

L eave was •the nex•t ~hing on the agenda and 
IJOp·l Wilkinson, .Ptes Gowe, Craig, Merohant took 
t he opportunity .to •relax over il!he quiet spell , al
~hou.gh LOpl Wilrkinson doesn't seem to 'have 
relaxed muoh during ohis leave. 

Everyth,ing started •happening all at once, with 
•the FFR and UEI and it seemed ·there was just not 
enou£;1h .time nor people to go wund . 

Pte Gordon with the fruits of his labours, Moselle, 1970. 

Tlhe .PF<R took the place as a parade and e-very
one worked hard and on t he ac<tual day things jus·t 
went •tO plan. Tlhe afternoon was ~aken up by spom 
and again was enjoyed by all who took part. 

Most of the platoon is split up at p re-sent with 
Cpl Innes, rLCpl Anderson, Pte McWi." iam work!ng 
wi1<h <the OM P.ioneers and ,the remarnder workrng 
on vehicles. 

We finrish off with one thing, and <that is we 
wish you a'il a Merry Xmas and a prosperous New 
Year, and we hope to see you all soon. 
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" A" COMPANY 
T•he last notes left us in July scrambling for 

clean clothes and hot baths over a weekend break 
between Vogelsang aod Soltau, a long wil'h a be
wildering change o f enemy nationality from the 
"Filthy Aussies" to <t he ",Soltasions" . We attacked, 
cleared , hid and counter ~attacked . Unfortuna~ely 
just as we were getting ·into our stride the bugle 
sounde\J fhet call to arms for " Op Banner" . T,his 
of course meant back to barracks where once more 
dannent wire, loading lists, and batons became our 
first priori ty. 

Si multaneously the panty going ~to Larzac (South 
of France) with " B" Company got crack1in·g on th·eir 
beaoh potential, checked stocks of sun tan lo~i on 
and tried to adopt a new European attitude to it 
all. Any illusions along " jet set" l ines however 
were q uioktly dispelled by a long 24 hour train 
journey, a .trip however not without its share of fun 
as the odd passenger gave into an overwhelming 
desire to regain Terra Firma with the .train moving 
at 50 mph. 

Apart from the Larzac Platoon, other members 
of the Company were searching for their place in 
the sun, and were sent home on leave. August, 
therefore, was pretty quiet and without doubt was 
the calm before the storm which broke in Sep
tember. 

September heralded the start of the Exercise 
season, and with Exercise Eternal Triangle upper
most <in ou r minds, we be;an a work up programme. 
It was the usual chaos with drivers looking for 
commanders, commanders looking for Jocks, and 
Jocks looking for ~heir kit. However we all made 
it to Soltau, and we were soon in the correct f rame 
of mind fo-r Triangle even though we all suffered 
the worst " hangover" for years by wearing gas 
masks for six hours. 

Elternal Triangle itself is a subject worthy of a 
volume or two, though many of the incidents have 
been forgotten . Perhaps this is a good argument 
for having an " Ops Officer" or " Diarist" to maintain 
a record of all the companies "Battle Honours". 

" A" Company's t otal strength b elore Major Graham's departure. 

The Exercise 1as such, took ,the same form as 
usual, firstly a <long wi,thdrawal to ·an obstacle, 
followed by a fast counter attack over the obstacle. 
However once over ~he obstacle the Company 
became airborne, and a helicopter attack was sent 
in onto different objectives. 11 Platoon were landed 
in an acre of open land and starcted to chase after 
two enemy armoured oar troops. Major Graham was 
not impressed, and did his !best ~o curb the excited 
" Audie Munphy" ·charge. Tlhe enemy esoaped un
fortunately. This phase of the exer.cise ended with 
a sudden attack with nuclear support, all itlhree 
Platoons were made .to lie down with t heir heads 
under their bodies. No one .oan tell for 1how long 
we were nuoleared, since everyone fell asleep in 
the warm sun. 

Our nex.t move was into a Schloss. L uck>ily the 
local Baron was <away at lthe Nme since h is farm 
was taken .over complete·ly by the Company. Tlhe 
non tactical rest was soon over, and off we went to 

cross the Weser with searchlights blaring and a 
fast flowing ~river to contend with. At one stage we 
had a,t least 3 Generals and a mul,titude of hangers 
on watching us. We have never d iscovered whether 
the ordering of illuminations was due to the 
Generals wanting to see us in closer detail, or 
whether it was just to remove l(lhe hazards of a 
dangerous operation. 

T1he Exercise continued wit·h a three day 
Counter Revolutionary Warfare exercise to get us 
all onto our flat feet. Cap<! White commanded the 
Friends and Messrs Forsyth and Stewart became 
bandits, much to Capt White's d isgust. The last 
stages of the Exercise were drawing to an end, 
and after a final river crossing the Triangle ended 
tor another year. The Company captured two Bat
talions? of Enemy Infantry, a squadron of tanks 
and a squadron of armoured cars during ~!'he course 
of ,the Exercise. Not a bad bag for our last Exer
cise in BAOR. 



36 TIGER AND SPHINX 

Spoilt 'in the Company has seen us do well at 
football. We were runners-up in both the Losers 
Plate and the Inter Company Cup. Congratulations 
to both our ~earns and tin particular C/Sg.t Soh·one
v-il·le, Sgt Ritch ie, Cpl Smith, LOpl Henderson and 
Pte Barrie. Cross-Country was not such a great 
success but in ~he Swimming Gala " A" Company 
came ~hind. Once agatin congratulaNons to the 
team. Finally •on ;the spollting side we have Ptes 
Henderson 87, Rae, and Gibson running for the Bn 
in Cross•Country meetings and in ,the Nis'han Shoot
ing SeleoNon team we have ~es Moir 28, Reid 02, 
and Bogie. 

The Company welcomes to i·ts midst Cpl Pratt, 
Pies Reid 91 , Hannison, and Masson. The followin~ 
have lefil for paffiures new, Ptes Mitchell , B•irnie, 
Kennedy, and Hay (who successfully drove 19 and 
the Company Commander for suoh a long peniod) . 
We wish them all the best of luck in their new 
employment. 

Major Graham has 'left the Company after 
commanding us successfu lly for 2 years. We wish 
him the lbest of luok in his new job as Bde Major, 
39 Bde, and we hope he will " Harry" not only the 
Brigadier but also ilihe Irish. 

B COMPANY 
Since last wri·ting the Company has landed 

briefly twice. Each time has been a nasty admini
strative experience so we tend to circle at a good 
height. A large body based on B Company went 
to Larzac in July and thoroughly enjoyed them
selves. There are notes elsewhere on this. 

FFR Parade, Brigadier T. R. Creasey, OBE, with " B" 
Company. 

There followed a series of exercises, each 
more hectic than the last, culminating in what was 
described as Exercise "Eternal Triangle" which 
like Gaul , falls into three parts, preparation , execu
tion and recrimination. Th is exercise was well 
above average for interest and despite moaning, 
most of us enjoyed it. Thanks to SSgt Constable's 
hard work, our awful tin monsters ran well and the 
Lord above kept the tap off: the two essentials to 
any exercise. Despite practice, we successfully 
bungled both river crossings, but fortunately 56F 

and others kept us out of the limelight and ou r 
domestic troubles were not widely known. " Hallo 
2B, this is 2A, are all ca ll signs Full Blast yet?" 
" All except me." "Where are you?" " Pi rouetting 
gently along with two Engineer veh icles." The 
escape and evasion phase was also popular and 
gave the Company a chance to practise what had 
been learnt at Larzac. 

Unfortunately what would otherwise have been 
an enjoyable finale to training in BAOR was spoilt 
by the death of Pte David Benzie. This was a nasty 
shock to the whole Company, with whom Benzie 
was very popular. The Company would like to send 
its sympathy to his family. 

On a happier side, the Company has competed 
lustily in all the Battalion competitions. Despite the 
popular and regrettably inaccurate view that B 
Company plays games daily, we have been singu
larly unsuccessful in view of the wealth of talent 
in the Company. 

In the Battalion football competition all the 
gladiators were on leave and the teams were both 
beaten in early rounds. In the Swimming, Cross 
Country and Orienteering, B Company got to second 
but never to winner. It is only in the Volley Ball 
that the Company is unmatched. Unfortunately the 
write r cannot get over enthusiastic about th is un
doubtedly skilful pastime. 

LCpl William Ritchie " B" Coy Clerk in tray empty, m ind 
in neutral. 

On the personal side, there has been far less 
change than usual. We wou ld like to congratulate 
Cpl Gibson, LCpl Alexander and Pte Elrick on their 
marriage and Burnett, Marjoribanks and Merchant 
on propagating their kind. 

The Company has said good-bye and wishes 
luck to Cpls Milton and Byers, Ptes Robertson 32 
and Lynch in thei r new employments, civi lian or 
military. 

The Company welcomes Cpl James, LCpls 
Taylor and Sweeney, Ptes Clark, Howe, Hornal , 
Grant, Mcilroy, Winson 54, Forsyth 76. We would 
also like to remember our visitors and guests. At 
one stage there were th ree 21Cs. Captain " Jock" 
Musa bin Yacob, attached to B Company from the 
Royal Brunei Malay Regiment, Captain Ross and 
Lt Kennedy, all supervising the Company Sergeant 
Major in 2B - inspired by this he "ticked" more 
than usual. 
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D COMPANY 
Our tour in BAOR grinds slowly to an end! In 

fact, for what we have had to do, the time has 
gone far too quickly. 

Our last notes left us at Putlos. Well, just after 
that, the Company Commander fled, gibbering for 
Jugoslavia for five weeks. He came back, still 
gibbering, but very brown. 

A fortnight at Soltau was spent in the way they 
are always spent. The last week, however, was 
spent under command 16/Sth Lancers and proved 
quite interesting. If only all battles could be won 
by siezing the handset and calmly saying " . .. 
contact, engaged and destroyed"! This phrase 
sufficed to take care of anything from a lone fox
hound to an armoured division. 

Then came "Eternal Triangle" . Well, at least 
the weather was good. Our river crossings were 
immaculate. (You don't count small details like the 
sinking of 56 F!) The exercise got more and more 
unreal as time went by. Th is was due to the very 
severe limitations on damage. However, one in
cident stands out. 

An APC ( 41) breaks down and, feeling very 
virtuous, the driver gets out his reflecting triangle 
and rel igiously places it as a warning to other 
road users, 300 yards up the road. He is walking 
back to his vehic le when, behind him, he hears a 
squeal of brakes and turns round just in time to 
see a civilian Volkswagen halt by the triangle, 
driver gets out, picks up the triangle, and, putting 
it in his car, drives away as cool as a cucumber. 

The news that the annual FFR was to take the 
form of a forma l parade was greeted with mixed 
feelings. A strange glitter appeared in the eyes 
of all Warrant Officers and the writer of these notes 
realised with a sinking feel ing that he had last done 
a formal parade in 1962! 

Cpl Foster, Pte D. McQueen and Ralph and Fro ntier 
Service Officer on border patrql , 

I 
In conformity with the role of concurrent acti

vity we were, at the same time, painting our ac
commodation for handing over and preparing our 
vehicles for the R.E.M.E. Annual Inspection. 

The place became a hive of activity, with half 
the Company running around covered in paint 
stains from the redecoration of the buildings, the 
other half covered in grease from QUr vehicles, 

worKing from dawn ti ll long after dusk at their 
allotted tasks. Th is, however, was not to last, for, 
all of a sudden, the Company lines were emptied 
when all of our work force disappeared to Senne
Jager. The Site Guard had struck again. This 
very fortunately only lasted seven days, and it was 
not long before the patter of footsteps was heard 
back on the drill square. The great day of the FFR 
Inspection was drawing nigh; the Warrant Officers 
ran around with looks of glee on their faces as 
news of more drill parades came through ; the 
tailor ran around with something resembling a look 
ot dismay on his face as he tried to get the bodies 
to fit h is S.D. jackets and spats. At the same time 
the dulcet tones of paint scraping were issuing 
forth from the lines, and the rumbl ing of APC's 
should have been coming from the garage, but the 
LAD had nicked our power packs. 

Then came the great day. Everybody threw on 
the k it they had been c leaning for the past few 
weeks, and on they went, an immaculate band of 
ruffians. Luckily the gods were with us, and the 
sun was there, shining right in the Brigadier's face. 
The ceremonial uniforms were a little musty from 
disuse, and the drill would have been a little rusty 
had it not been for the stalwart efforts of certa in 
Senior NCOs and others, but anyway, the Brigadier 
was suitably impressed, and everything went beauti
ful ly. 

The afternoon was then spent in a relaxing 
manner, on the games field. Even our il lustrious 
Company Commander ended up playing Volleyball 
while others were engaged in soccer and hockey. 
The results were not spectacular. 

The Company has done well in sport. We won 
the Inter-Company soccer cup and plate by chal
lenging and defeating A and B Companies after our 
return from Soltau. We won the Inter-Company 
swimming gala by a very handsome margin towards 
the end of November. 

We welcome to the Company Messrs. Hender
son, Wood, Law, Campbell, Hay, Christie, Gemmell , 
Geddes and Dolan, and we say farewell to CSM 
Will who has gone to put the fear of God into Admin 
Company. 

We congratulate Captain Duncan and Pte Culli
van on the birth of the ir sons, an-d Cpl Breen and 
Pte Taylor 64 on bonny wee girls. 

See you in Cyprus (or Belfast) ! 

TUG OF WAR 

Our visit to Aldershot and the fi nals of the Army 
Competition were not quite so fruitful as we had 
predicted in our previous notes, but none the less 
it was a very fai r achievement. We did, in fact, 
become runners-up in the 88 Stone Competition. 

One th ing that we did learn on our visit to the 
South of England was the remarkable keenness 
and proficiency shown by the c ivilian teams. We 
arrived at Battle, near Hastings, one day at 1400 
hours and witnessed Tug of War continually until 
2100 hours. Teams were pulling at 88, 100, 104 
stones and catchweight and in some cases indivi
duals were pull ing in three teams, i.e. at different 
weights. Their standards were ext remely high, the 
competition was good and the catering for the 200 
spectators excellent. We did enter two teams but 
to say the least, they were far too good for us. The 
only reward was the mental picture taken away by 
each and every one of us. 
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Reaping the benefit of all this enthusiasm, ex
perience and competition are all the military teams 
stationed in the So,uth of England. Pehaps the 
reader will now appreciate what sort of formidable 
task we had to t ry and overcome. 

T rue to the traditions of our Regiment, we did 
not th ink the arrangements of the Army Competi
tion came up to our standards and registe red dis
approval. We were able to change one or two 
things immediately, but the remainder required a 
legislative change obtainable only from some high 
heid yin. Not to be outdone in this, a brief was 
prepared by the Colol)el and despatched to all . We 
are all glad to say that it is proposed to adopt our 
principles for the 1971 competition. Regrettably 
there will be no participation by the Regiment as 
we will be in the country of grapes at that time. 
However, we still intend to maintain sufficient inter
est and hope to compete in 1972. 

During the past few weeks we have been con
centrating on Indoor Tug of War at both 88 stone 
and 100 stone. We set off for Hohne and the home 
ot 26 Fd Regt RA for an open indoor competition 
on Saturday 21 November and met many of our old 
rivals. It was yet again a successful and glorious 
day for the " Cocks of the North" as we won the 
Carlsberg Cup for the 100 stone and were runners
up in the 88 stone competition. I feel the name of 
the Regiment will be long remembered in this 
sphere. 

In conclusion, I should l:ke to say fare:&-ell to 
our Tug of War Officer, Maior Peter Graham. His 
enthusiasm and efficiency d.id much to assist us in 
maintaining our standards. 

FOOTBALL 
Unfortunately the current season has not been 

particularly successful. Due to exercise commit
ments, the football pool was unable to assemble 
fo r training until Exercise Eternal Triangle was over 
which was only five days before the preliminary 
round of the Army Cup. Th is match was a home 
game against HQ 11 Armd Bde and Sig Sqn. A 
great deal of good football was played but it was 
noticeable that the lack of training resulted in 
many chances being missed. Our win by two goals 
does not reflect the true standard of play. 

We then went into the first round where we were 
drawn away to our old rivals 26 Fd Regt RA at 
Hohne. The weather was ideal and after a very 
hard fought and clean match 26 Fd Regt defeated 
us by three goals to two. Our best wishes go with 
them for the remainder of the competition. 

At the time of writing we have competed two 
fixtures in the Minden Garrison 1st Division League. 
The first match against 21 Engr Regt resulted in a 
draw, the score being one goal each. The second 
match against 1 Green Howards resulted in us 
being defeated by three goals to two. 

While the goal results have been disappointing, 
the team only requires training and practice to be 
a first-class side. The enthus:asm and talent which 
is there will certainly result in success in the future. 

CRICKET 

Cricket commenced in June this year and we 
had a number of enjoyable and interesting matches. 

Lack of time for practice combined with a nec
essarily fluctuating team meant that the side was 
never as strong as its potential. Nevertheless, it 
was an enthusiastic season with most matches hard 
fought. 

The most memorable of these were played 
during the Brigade Cricket Week. The first, on 3 
August, against 1 Div HQ and Sig Regt was most 
exciting with the Battalion left with 153 runs to 
score in 110 minutes - a formidable task. Strong 
batting, however, took the score up to eight runs 
short of the target before time was up, and the 
Battalion 's last wicket fell on the last ball of the 
match. 

The second good. match of the week was on 6 
August against 11 lnf Bde, in which the Battalion 
maintained a high scor ing rate against a defensive 
fi.eld layout and were all out in the last over of the 
match fo r 151. It is interesting to note that the last 
time the Battalion scored as many runs as this was 
against RAF Turnhouse in 1966. 

Major Rooke as Captain, Captains Kinghorn and 
Wh ite were selected to represent the 11 Brigade 
Team against 1 Division in the final match of the 
week. 

Next season we are looking forward to some 
good cricket in Cyprus. 

Results:-
Trial XI 97 (Capt White 26, Major Rooke 20 rtd., 

Adams three for 15) v. LAD 99 (ASM Jackson 30 
rtd., Wrzyszcz 18 n.o.) 1 Gordons 67 (Sgt Nichol
son 24) v. 11 lnf Wkshps 117 for six (Sgt Nicholson 
three for 8). 1 Gordons 43 v. 11 lnf Wksps 63 ( Sgt 
Nicholson three for 23, Adams three for 9) . 1 Gor
dons 120 (Major Rooke 55, ASM Jackson 32) v. 1 
Green Howards 85 (Sgt Nicholson five for 33. 
Adams five for 33). 1 Gordons 172 (Captain King
horn 20 ) v. 1 Kings 104 (ASM Jackson four fo r 16) . 
1 Gordons 145 (Major Rooke 52, Captain White 29, 
Captain Kinghorn 21) v. 1 Div HQ and Sig Regt 152 
(Captain White three for 42, Captain Kinghorn two 
for 22). 1 Gordons 151 (Captain Kinghorn 63, Sgt 
N icholson 28) v. 11 lnf Bde 162. 1 Gordons 113 
(Captain Wi llcox 53, Captain Kinghorn 23) v. 1 
Green Howards 114 (Adams four for 28, Captain 
White four for 44) . 1 Gordons 37 v. BMH Rinteln 
70 (Captain Robinson two for 7). 

SAILING 

Sailing, whic h had been noticeably improving 
both in standard and turnout over the period up to 
mid-July has taken a severe hammering at the 
hands of Larzac and other exercises. About 30 
members of the Battalion have shown interest, in
cluding three or four wives, regrettably in the latter 
case only Officers' wives. By the end of July most 
of these 30 had done up to a week sailing at the 
Dunwerke. With this new found expert ise it was 
decided to hold a Regatta on the 1Oth and 11th of 
August. The fi rst day was a complete flop. About 
20 people turned up to find a howling gale blow-



TIGER AND SPHINX 39 

ing. The Bosun declared that only the Sailing 
Officer might go out. This resulted in a nine 
marathon for him and a series of half-hour "ton up" 
tours for as many as felt they could face it. Fine 
for all except Anne Lawson who got tipped in, giv· 
ing the Padre heart failure. 

The second day proved much better with good 
weather and a fair turnout of sailors. There were 
four races with about six or ten boats in each. Re
sults were very varied and nobody won twice. The 
only final conclusion was that we all have a lot to 
learn. To help him learn, the Adjutant had to cough 
up a large quantity of champagne. 

Since the Regatta nobody has had a chanc.e to 
get near a boat. There are boats at Fort George 
but the Sailing Officer thinks it will be too cold to 
sail before Cyprus. In Cyprus things should be 
better. There are clubs and boats and we hope 
to connect with these and increase the sailing 
cadre in the warm water and bright sunshine. 

INDOOR FIVE-A-51DE FOOTBALL 
AND VOLLEYBALL 

In the Volleyball , " The Supremes" (of B Coy) 
have once again been the most successful team, 
reaching the final on four occasions. They re
tained the tophy three times, losing out narrowly on 
the other one to the " Bash Street Kids" (Provost 
Staff). The Supremes have now won the Volleyball 
Trophy seven times and been runners-up once out 
of nine competitions which have taken place. The 
following names are of those who have contributed 
to their success: Cpl Riddoch, Cpl James. Cpl 
Sutherland, LCpl Alexander, LCpl Ballantyne, LCpl 
Stewart, Pte Ashe. 

In the five-a-side football the competition was 
more open with three different teams being the 
winners of the Trophy. 

In the first final in August we had yet again the 
" Supremes" from B Company winning and so com
pleting a double by holding both the trophies in 
the one month. In the September Competition, 
(they've done it at last) the "Bash Street Kids" 
(Provost Staff) beat A Company, 11 PI by the odd 
goal in the final. Two goals up at half-time, scored 
bv Cpl (Left Foot) Duncan and LCpl (Have a Go) 
Stronach, the " Kids" were coasting home until Pte 
Shand pulled one back for A Company. From then 
until the final wh istle it was all A Coy but the 
defence of LCpl (Goalie) Galashan, Sgt (Sweeper
up) Winters and LCpl (Stop 'im) Taylor held on 
to become the new Champions. 

There was no competition in October due to 
Exercise Eternal Triangle. 

In November we had two teams who had never 
before · managed to reach the final , B Company 
Team 4 v. Reece Pl. B Company got off to a flying 
start, being two goals up in two minutes, but by 
half-time the Reece PI scored three times to lead 
by one goal at half-time. In the second half the 
Reece pushed home their advantage and scoring 
another three goals, ran out easy winners by six 
goals to two. The Reece team consisted of the fol
lowing:- Sgt Booth, Cpl Knowles, Pte Booth, Pte 
Boyd, Pte McLean . The outstanding players for 
B Company being LCpl Marjoribanks and LCpl 
Stewart. 

Results 
August 1970:- Footbaii-Supremes B Company 

3, Bash Street Kids 1. Volleyball - Supremes B 
Company 21, Mortars Sp Company 17. 

September, 1970:- Football - Bash Street 
Kids 2, A Company 11 PI 1. Volleyball - Bash 
Street Kids 21 , B Company 17. 

October, 1970:- Football-No competition. 
Vol leybaii-Supremes B Company 21 , Signals 1. 

November, 1970:- Football - Reece PI 6, B. 
Company Team 4 2. Volleyball - Supremes B 
Company 15, A Company 7. 

SWIMMING 
On Monday, 23rd November, 1970, at the early 

hour of eight o'clock the Battalion held its first 
Swimming Gala for twenty-one years, or so I am 
led to believe by the " Old and the Bold. " 

The programme was kept very simple and six 
teams entered out of seven. The LAD, owing to 
pressure of work, found it impossible to enter. 

The Inter-Coy competition was run on the 
following lines:-
4 x 50m. Free Style Relay. 
4 x 50m. Breast Stroke Relay. 
2 x 50m. Back Stroke. 
200m. Medley Relay, comprising 1 x 50m. back 

crawl , 1 x 50m. front crawl , 1 x 50m. breast 
stroke, 1 x 50m. butterfly stroke. 
Delta Coy only just missed a maximum of 24 

points by 2. Well done Delta and congratulations 
on winn ing the " Harrington Cup" for the first time. 
The score card at the end in the Inter-Coy competi· 
tion read as follows:-

D Coy- 22 points 1st 
B Coy-15 points 2nd 
A Coy-14 points 3rd 

Comd Coy- 13 points 4th 
Admin Coy- 11 points 5th 

Sp Coy- 7 points 6th 
One very exciting moment in the Gala was when 

Pte Smith of Comd Coy was trail ing behind Capt 
Duncan of Delta in the 1 x 50m. butterfly, a half 
length or so, and made up ground very rapidly to 
win by a touch. 

Guess who? Seen f rom the shores of Loch Ness. 
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The Chain of Command Race which was a 
" fu nny" to make a break between the Inter-Coy 
competition and the individual events was won by 
B Coy, 2nd D Coy and 3rd Sp Coy. One or two of 
the Old and Bolds turned up to represent their 
Coys on this. "Well done. " 

The individual events went down not too bad but 
I feel that next year we should have a few more 
entries. 

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS 
100m. Free Style: 

1st -Capt Duncan 
2nd-Pte Pirie 
3rd-Pte Turner 

100m. Breast Stroke: 
1st -Cpl Huntingdon 
2nd-Pte White 56 
3rd-Pte Wiseman 

100m. Back Stroke: 
1st -Cpl Foster 
2nd-Pte Lovett 
3rd-WOII Warden 

200m. Free Style: 

D Coy-1 min. 22.7 
Sp Coy-1 min. 33.6 

D Coy-1 min. 34.4 

Comd Coy- 1 min. 45.1 
Comd Coy-1 min. 51.3 

D. Coy-1 min. 57.5 

D Coy-1 min. 45.5 
Comd Coy-1 min. 47.5 

B Coy-2 min. 20.7 

1st-LCpl Dixon Comd Coy-3 min. 41.3 
2nd-Major Duke B Coy---3 min. 56.2 
3rd- Pte Turner D Coy--4 min. 3.1 

Mrs. McCallum, the wife of Major McCallum, 
graciously presented the prizes. Pte Barron received 
a great cheer when he received the Inter-Coy 
Trophy on behalf of D Coy and the remainder of 
the team received a Gordon Tartan scarf. 

The individual winners received a statuette of 
a swimmer, suitab ly inscr ibed. 

I honestly feel that the first Swimming Gala fo r 
21 years went down quite well and I only hope we 
have a lot more entries next year. 

A point to note on the " Harrington Trophy." It 
was orig inally presented by Lt Gen Sir Charles H. 
Harr ington, GBE, KGB, DSO. in Constantinople. 
Turkey, 1923, as an Inter-Unit Aquatic Trophy, it 
being won then by the 1st Bn The Gordon High
landers. 

"THE YOUNG MUG" 

RUGBY 
Brief notes for a brief season. In order to find 

a side the whole Battal ion has to be scoured. The 
rugger officer has performed th is feat twice this 
vear and the old and bold paraded in striped 
iersevs for act ion. John Willcox for the first time 
for eipht years, despite which he has shown great 
for m. The first game was a9ainst the Brigade HQ 
and we were pretty horrible. The side lost 23-6. As 
usual after the first qame everybody was utterly 
crippled. The second game a week later was 
against the Workshop. Assisted by David Nicol of 
the Air Squadron the side played noticeably better 
holding the Workshop to 9-3. 

We are unlikely to get another match before the 
clan disperses on the first of December, but the 
rugqer officer is hoping and plotting against the 
period at the Fort before Cyprus. 

BOXING 
Due to the impending move of the Battalion to 

Cyorus in April of 1971 plus the fact that we are 
in the middle of the uoheaval caused by our leavinq 
BAOR, it was decided not to enter a Battalion team 
in the Army Inter Unit Championships this year. 

Here. Pies Campbell and Dailly both of " D" Coy, 
" Battle" it out in the light weller contest. Pte Dailly 

(right) won on points. 

However, the Annual Inter Company Novices 
Championships were held and proved to be a 
resounding success. The 65 entrants were classed, 
drawn and fought their bouts on the 25th and 26th 
November. The finals of the Novice Boxing on the 
27th of November gave· the capacity crowd a 
thrilling even ing's entertainment. All the boxers 
gave a disp lay of courage and ski ll, but the high
light of the evening was the Special Losers Contesl 
between Pte Hornall of B Company and Pte Kirton 
of A Coy. In a bout that at times was hig hly hilarious 
they provided plenty of excitement and had the 
audience on its feet. The ovation at the end of the 
contest was richly deserved. 

Individual results: 
Bantamweight- Winner - Pte Duncan, Sp Coy; 

runner-up- Pte Brown, Sp Coy. 
Featherweight-Winner-Pte Guyan, B Coy; r unner

up- Pte McWilliam, Sp Coy. 
Lightweight-Winner-Pte Brown B, B Coy; r unner

up-Pte White, Comd Coy. 
Light Welterweight-Win ner-Pte Dailly, D Coy; 

runner-up-Pte Campbell , D Coy. 
Welterweight-Winner-Pte Gray, B Coy; run ner-up 

-Pte Ashe, B Coy. 
Light Middleweight-Winner-Pte Ke llas, B Coy; 

runner-up-Pte Terris, A Coy. 
Midd leweight-Winner- Lt Forbes, Comd Coy; 

runner-up- Pte Glen, Comd Coy. 
Light Heavyweig ht:-Winner-Sgt Henderson, Comd 

Coy; runner-up-Pte Smiley, Comd Coy. 
Heavyweight-Winner-2Lt McDonald-Haig, 8 Coy; 

runner-up-Pte Allan, B Coy. 
Novice Boxing-Champion Company, 1970- Com

mand Company. 
Novice Boxing-Runners-up, 1970-B Company. 

The Boxinq Cup and Trophies were presented 
by Brigad ier T. M. Creasey, OBE, Commander 11 
Armoured Brigade. 

CANOEING 
At the beginning of the year many varied and 

ambitious trips were planned by Companies for the 
summer season. The ever present threat of Ireland , 
however, followed by the prospect of Larzac, put 
paid to all the expeditions and it was not until B 
Company Group and the 16/5 Lancers were in 
Larzac that paddles f lashed and muscles ached. 
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With equipment from the Gordons, 16/5 Lancers 
and 88 Aracan Battery, a pool of 17 canoes were 
gathered at Camp du Larzac. Numerous recces for 
a su itable site followed and finally the Mayor of 
Salles Curan offered up his own field on the very 
shores of Lac du Paraloup, some forty miles from 
Larzac. The site was perfect once the beach was 
cleared of rocks and the village installed a running
water system to the camp. 

88 Bty, the first dwellers, set up the tentage 
with amazing alacrity and canoeing began on the 
same day. A programme of instruction followed with 
trips around the lake while sailing and trekking 
ran concurrently. 

Meanwhile B Company, 1 Gordons were rumoured 
to be hiding out in the mountains engaged in a 
variety of nefarious activities and look ing the part 
too. One of their operations was to be a flight to 
freedom in canoes, using the canoe camp as a 
staging post. In due course down from the hil ls 
they came in small patrols, were squeezed into 
canoes and escorted to a release point. 2Lt The 
Hon. Chant·Sempil l and his band will no doubt 
remember dearly spending the night on the lake
side. 

In the days that followed the camp evolved into 
a high powered " R and R Centre," a team from the 
Pay Staff 16/ 5 Lancers took over all administration, 
Salles Curan adapted itself to copying with twilight 
truckloads of very thirsty soldiers, the sun shone in 
just the way everybody expected it to, and nearly 
everybody became veritable Eskimos in the 
canoes. 

C Sqn evicted 88 Sty and by this time the word 
had got around that the canoe camp was a good 
number. Consequently small oroups, unidentifiable 
but nebulously described as RHO or Admin Sqn or 
just 'attached,' began to tric kle in under cover of 
darkness. Curiosity promoted a countinq of heads 
and revealed a total of 170 in the camp! 

The Band of the 16/ 5 replaced C Sqn, took to 
canoeing more easily than anyone else and dis
olayed an admirable capacity for Pernod. Relations 
between the village and the canoe camp were 
further strengthened at this time by the Deputy 
Mayor takinq the Bandmaster. Drum Major and Lt 
Forsyth to lunch at the celebrated Hostellerie du 
Levezou. A three hour experience and some of the 
larqest steaks ever served in the restaurant secured 
a lasting friendship and an extension to the pro
gramme which the band were putting on in the 
village for the Village Festival. 

B Sqn were the lucky ones to be in situ for the 
Fete. From bull fighting to women wrestlers. bands 
and sumptious majorettes, all seen through a 
smokey haze of fireworks and w ine. 

Having got qood value out of canoeing and 
water ski-ing, B Sqn left just as Le Grande Tempete 
approached Lac du Paraloup. Hardly had their 4 
tanners negotiated the camp s lope than the lake 
rose by a couple of feet, a becomino little stream 
turned into a savage river and the cook-tent, 
numerous chairs and our precious lamps were 
bobbing up and down in the lake. 

B Company 1 Gordons then gallantlv arrived as 
the storm abated, shook their heads and proceeded 
to collect scattered eqgs and potatoes. With their 
arrival it was decided to trv a new venture- to 
canoe down the Gorqe du Tarn. a torturous river 
embedded in the massive Central , and hitherto dis
missed as belnq unnavigable. A do or die recce 
carried out by Major Duke and Lt Forsyth proved 

it not only navigable but exciting and for the next 
three days expeditions down the Gorge continued. 
Despite difficult pieces of white water, numerous 
snakes and the limited experience of the canoes, 
all went without mishap except for Trip 3 which 
ended abruptly underneath a fallen tree across the 
river and required the assistance of some French 
campers to become hard borne again. LCpl Song
hurst will supply harrowing stories of this event on 
demand. 

August 7th saw the end to the canoe camp, 
adieus exchanged, promises exchanged and the 
canoes returned to their respective owners. But 
this was not to be the final act of canoeing 1970, 
for an expedition with members of A and B Coys 
and the LAD set off over the August Bank Holiday 
to canoe down the Weser from Bad Munden to 
Holzminden, a 65 mile paddle! We managed to 
avoid the pleasure steamers and barges or at least 
most of us did, for Cpl Ritchie, B Coy, hankered 
for a close inspection of the barnacles on the 
bottom of a stationary dredger at the expense of 
his camera. His services in seek ing out the best 
camping platzes for minimal cost and for endearing 
so many Gasthaus frauliens to us with his excellent 
German proved invaluable. He is also able to con
duct an admirable after-last-light tour of Holzminden 
if asked. 

The impending triang le of The Exercise, admin 
inspection and our return home have brought the 
curtain down on canoeing for the rest of this year. 
However several people have been through the 
Norway canoe course and with the scope offered 
by Inverness-shire we can expect a full season for 
1971. 

TENNIS 
Feature of the tennis season this year has been 

the selfless devotion to the task of the Regimental 
Tennis Officer inspired by the power play 
demonstrations of "Art" Price, the elegance off 
court of Budge Rooke, the enthusiasm of Ferdie 
and others, not to mention the effects of the 
original gin sling; he, in short, got things going. 

The Mess produced, for the first time in its 
history, two sides: an all male and a mixed. The 
former entered the 1 Div Championships and but for 
BMH Rinteln, we should have been contesting the 
Second Round against a Gunner unit from Hildes
heim. As it happened, we were beaten at Rinteln in 
the first. 

On a sultry afternoon, during working hours. on 
strange courts, and under constant attack from 
horse flies. the team assembled in the hospital 
orounds-Kinghorn and Peebles, White and Willcox. 
Rooke and Price. They were looking good right uo 
until H hour and so was their administrative tail. 
Club Steward K. J . Rowbottom. Esq., Minden Mil 
548. Even better looking was the away game sup
port, who contrary to rumour, did not tear up the 
train seats. They included Mrs. Kinghorn and 
Andrew, Mrs. White and Robin, Capt and Mrs. 
Robinson. Nick, Katy and Nig, the Willcox clan, and 
the Padre complete with congregation. There were 
many others of course but space denies me the 
chance to name even some of them. 

Anyway the horse fl ies won the day; Rooke and 
Price were appallino. White and Willcox off form; 
and Kinghorn and Peebles cannot be expected to 
save the match every day. However next year, with 
about five team changes, I see no reason why we 
shouldn't get a lot further in •....• 
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Being of the Highland Brigade stuff, however, 
and bad losers, we arranged a return match with 
the same people at something we knew we could 
win, namely mixed doubles. We dropped Art Price, 
brought in Les Girls and paired off as follows:
The Kinghorns. The Whites, The Willcoxes, Rooke 
and Jerry Stephen, Peebles and Honeysuckle. Un
beatable you might say, and you'd be right. 

Each couple played two matches and we won 
9-1. How Rooke manages it each time is beyond 
me. If there is a vacancy in that Bavarian clinic, 
currently in the news, and the Officers' Sporting 
Fund has the wherewithal, I suggest we make the 
sacrifice, c lear the kitty and pack him off there for 
as long as they' ll have him. 

By now the camp courts, thanks to the efforts 
of Sgt Winter's ad hoc platoon, were settl ing down 
and respond ing to the power serves of Art, top 
spin of IDSF and passing shots of DHW. The 
younger players too were coming on well, Ferdie 
and Chant-Sempill in par ticular were impressing 
the selectors. They were happy times too, for the 
young and courting, namely Ross senior and 
Stewart who oftimes could be seen on court 6 w ith 
lady friends using both backhand and forehand to 
bring out the best in each other . 

Yet another occasion of note in the long list of 
feature events arranged by the Club President was 
a Miss America tournament-a closed tournament 
with selected invitations. We were lucky that day 
to have attracted players of the calibre of the Sands 
of Minden, the Bruces of Bielefeld and the Oxleys 
of Herford. The eye of an expert would have noted 
Mrs. Oxley looking a trifle overweight, but then 
prizes were small and training does come hard 
when you're over twenty-one . . . a leggy thing 
appeared, I seem to remember by courtesy of 
BOAC, and though we all saw a lot of her. Chuckles 
probably saw most. Best remembered of the tourney 
was the extremely high standard of play all round, 
Anne's tight blue shorts and the Williams twins' 
brown tummies after their hoi at Larzac. Quite what 
Rowlie thinks of their tummies, or anything else 
for that matter, I don't know, but they have much 
support in other quarters. 

These notes are being written by courtesy of 
HQ Highland Area and pressure of work enforces 
the closure of same. Should any reader wish to con
tact the author for details of results, scores, etc. 
. . . . . he is invited to do so care of this HQ. 
Similarly any donations that people feel ... 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT ( BRIDGE OF DON) 
We were all deeply shocked to hear of the 

trapic dea~h of 2/ Lt Hugo Fraser whilst returning 
to Minden in Se~ember, and we extend our sin
cere condolences to Sir Michael and Lady Fr-aser 
in their great loss. 

2/ Lt Stenhouse represented the Depot at the 
Memorial Service and Opl Henderson played the 
Lament. 

Here begins the first notes from the " New 
Look" Depot, surely after its last alteration. The 
influx of men wearing tartan pyjamas has already 
started ( " is inc re a s 1j n g and ought to be 
diminished"). In all fairness, we are gettino on 
quite weH and have seMied down to Divisional 
Integration, though it is slightly worrying tha-t the 

Jn LCpl Burnham wonnong the mile In the Northern 
Command Athletics Championships at Callendar, J une, 

1970. 

Lowland Juniors considerably outnumber the 
Highlanders, here at the moment. 

So many fact ions have been c reated within the 
juniors by ~his sudden changeover that the more 
pessimistic members of the staff predicted vast 
battles ~ak•ing place behind the N•AAFI. Howeve-r due 
to the absence o-f t·he main fi ght provoker - our 
junio rs being remarkably abstenious (through com
pulsion) , they have all got on ex•tremely well. What 
little violence there is, is always over far more 
trivial matters, for example: two little juniors hard 
at fisticuffs were torn apart by staff who later d is
covered that they were fighting over a ci{;arette 
end! So integration has been wholly successful with 
few major problems crea~ed . To combat what m ight 
appear to an outs:der to be a hideous loss of 
Regimental identity. the juniors, as soon as they 
arrive, are given a series of lectures on their own 

Cpl Mick Law (Fochabers) about to hitch one of the 
juniors on Adventure Training at Ballater, November, 1970. 

Regimental History, whioh terminates with a day 
visit to the RHO and Museum. On top of this the 
staff are continua lly explain ing points of trad ition 
and custo-m, and il'he junior is questioned on these 
of his own particular Regiment when passing off 
the Square. So Regimental identity is very much 
preserved. 
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The procedure in operation at the moment would 
appear compl icated. The aim being to train infantry
men to a sufficient standard for them to go on to 
Glencorse · and join a Recruit Sqad in the final 
stages of its training. The time a j unior spends 
with us depends on his age when enlisting but 
each junior wi ll complete Term 1 plus Term 4, the 
concentrated military training terms whether or not 
they have sufficient time to do the intermediate 
terms as well. Most boys coming in now at 15~ 
years old go right through the mi ll and do all six 
terms, but when the school leaving age is raised 
to 16 most boys will do the shorter course. 

Obviously Bandsmen are trained for Kneller 
Hall and their own Regimental Bands. 

Each term a new topic is introduced into the 
syllabus and the subjects covered ensure that the 
Jocklets (as they have become universally known) 
have had a broad training by the time they leave 
the Bridge of Don. Signals, Fi rst Aid, Outward 
Bound and Adventure Training are all included, and 
much emphasis is placed on the latter. 

Platoons go out for one week every te rm and 
join a permanent Adventure Training Staff. So far 
squads have been to Gair loch and Braemar for 
their training bu t next term emphasis is placed 
on ski-ing and the week wi l l be spent at Glenshee. 

The programme generally is a fu ll one. It is 
laid down in detail a term ahead on the most al
mignty piece of ta lc. The staff are kept busy, 
mainly instructing Drill and Weapon Training, or 
organ ising games. However, there is the fairly fre
quent and very welcome morning 's respite when the 
Jocklets are marcr~ed " like snai l unwi ll ingly to 
school" to be taught to read and write by our 
nume-rous schoolies. 

Term ends with a fai rly sophisticated parade 
and the prize giving . 

We congratulate J / LCpl Laing, Gordons, Band 
Company on winning the prize for the " best all
round sportsman." 

At present we only have nine J unior Infantry
men undergoing tra ining, but we are quite well rep
resented in Band Company with five musicians and 
seven in the Drums and Pipes. The numbers are 
slightly disappointing. 

We are made to feel very much in the public 
eye here and are filled with our own importance. 
The fate of Gordon Barracks has only just been 
decided, and as a result we have had numerous 
visitations by " Brass", who were escorted around 
the worst bits of camp ( i.e. the marquees in which 
weapon train ing have to be taught due to lack of 
space) in attempts to cudgel the inspecting officers 
to press for further spending on our behalf. 

The new Divisional Brigadier, Br igadier Lithgow, 
BW, made his first formal visit in October wh ich 
was followed by an informal one a week later as 
there was so much to discuss. In December we 
were visited by the Military Secret ary, General Si r 
Thomas Pearson and the GOC Scotland, Lt. Gen
eral Si r Henry Leask. Our own Colonel, Lt. Col. 
Derek Brown visited us on the 28th November and 
we were al l very pleased to hear the latest news 
from Minden, and are eagerly awaiting the Bat
tal ion's return -to the North East. 

We extend a very warm welcome to LCpl lan 
Stuart who has retu rned home from Stoke Mande
ville Hospi tal. He is at present taking up tempo
rary residence in the MRS whi le his home is being 
altered for his wheelchair. He is being terribly 

courageous and is in very good heart, which I'm 
sure all members of the Regiment will be very glad 
to hear. 

We congratulate P!e Lamont on winning the 
commendation of the Chief Constable, North
Eastern Counties when he, with Pte Donald, A & 
SH , on the 7th October, near Stonehaven, used 
thei r in it iative and greatly a'3Sisted police by giving 
first aid to a seriously inju red man trapped in his 
car and directed the traffic until police arrived. 

The last squad to pass out at Bri dge of Don , well repre.
sented w: th Gordons. Bhagdad Squad, September 3. 1970. 
Forsyth, Lt Maconochie, Wood, Henderson , Wilson , 

Masson, Sgt Riach. 

As at any school , the end of term signals 
changes in staff. We welcome to the fo ld WO II 
MacDonald and Sgt Muckle, but regrettably we say 
good-bye to the old campaigners, Sgt Tevendale, 
Sgt Campbell and Sgt Jordan. We wish them all 
wel l back in the Battal ion. Cpl Boyle wi ll be fol
lowing them shortly (so he assures me) but is still 
here with his partner in crime, Cpl Low. Sgt Riach 
has been given a term 's reprieve which will p lease 
him, and we are glad that his finger s are improving 
all the time. (He has had an operation on his 
hands!) 

Meanwhile the rest of us press on - the pros
p_ect of a Christmas holiday is a we lcome thought. 
Captain Alastair Cumming has emerged from his 
hermit-like existence, having finished his Staff Pro
motion exams. We hope all went well for him. He 
returns to his 12 x job of sports league secretary 
(and 21C Band Company) . Mr. West, as always, 
keeps things running smooth ly from his eyrie in 
the Orderly Room. 

Between them they keep us all on the straight 
and narrow. 

Aside on completion of abridged Sgts. Mess 
notes:-

Sgt Tevendale: I could have wri tten much more, 
but it wou ld all have been waffle. 

2Lt Stenhouse: I have written a fai r amount to 
let them know what is going on here. 

Sgt. Tevendale: Sir, perhaps you'd let us read 
it! 

OFFICERS' MESS NOTES 
This term has been a busy one in the Mess, 

covering a wide variety of activit ies. The number 
of living in members has grown considerably as 
there are now eight subalterns in the Depot. 
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Johnny Somerville has been the mainstay be· 
hind a most successful new Mess Shoot on land 
belonging to Robin Linzee Gordon. With his un
failing energy he has arranged three "organised" 
days for the Mess, all of which have been well at· 
te~ded and profitable - and tremendous fun, par
ticularly for the less experienced of us. Lunch dur
ing these shoots, traditionally of mince and tallies, 
at Chez Somerville, has become the social event 
of Aberdeenshire; the bag tending to diminish 
rapidly in the afternoon. 

The Subalterns held a very successful party for 
the marrieds in November that took eight weeks 
organjsing and even then was changed at the last 
minute. Everyone still thoroughlv enjoyed it which 
was remarkable. 

We had a beer making craze in the Mess dur
ing October. Peter Gilham, our tame schoolie, was 
the brains behind it and chief brewer, but Jack 
Stenhouse gave much encouragement and became 
an experienced bottler. Twenty-five gallons were 
made and not all went down the throats! 

It has been very nice to see so many officers 
drop in on their way home. During the "silly 
season," rwe saw much of Alan Ross, lan Chant
Sempill at various functions 'but unfortunately were 
unable to ~raok down ·ian Stewart's en;jage.ment 
party. David Irvine and Malcolm Ross rwere up for 
the <Regimental Re-union. Many congratulations to 
David on •his engagement. 

The dreadea duo of Forbes and Ross just 
phoned for transport and breakfast early one Sun
day morning from the station, bu t we forgave them 
and they got both e.ventually. It was good to see 
them. Roddy Kinghorn popped in recently from 
Perth and seems to be very happy. Dickie Lamb 
is now with us runn ing the Army Youth Team (into 
the ground?) but in fact appears to work hard. 

We look forward to welcoming ian Chant
Sempill and David White here next year. lan is 
due to retire. Jack Stenhouse goes to Glencorse in 
April, whilst Chalky is to become the boffin behind 
the vast training programme. 

Alastair Cumming is soon to follow Hillary and 
the children out to Kenya for a holiday of romantic 
reminiscences. He started, ambitiously, by living 
alone in his quarter - but now has all meals in 
the Mess as predicted. Jack is off to join the 
Downhillers in Alpbach again. 

We look forward to seeing a lot more of you all 
when the Battal ion is established at the Fort. 

Stop Press: Cumming has organised a splinter 
group visit to " Hair." He missed the first session. 

SERGEANTS' MESS NOTES 
For some unknown reason, it has been a rela

tively quiet period now that the init ial teething prob· 
lems on change of role have been resolved, 

There has been more life in the social sphere 
with the Entertainment and Christmas Draw com
mittees doing sterling work. The two outstanding 
functions which deserve additional praise were the 
Ladies' Dinner Night and the Christmas Draw- the 
latter now being described as the West's Bene
volent Society for Superintending Clerks - need 
we say more? 

The Dinner Night was a great success and full 
praise to QMSI Norman Milburn and his commit· 
tee. Sgt Frank Spencer, always in the background, 

but a most important Mess Member at Mess func
tions, deserves special mention for his prowess in 
the culinary field. No doubt oast members will 
remember previous occasions. 

Arthur Riach has been in hospital for an opera
tion to his lingers. We hope that the operation 
will prove successful and end in fu ll recovery in 
the use of his hands. 

A number of Mess Members leave at the end 
of the term and return to thei r battalions. Th is 
applies to Speedy Campbell, John Jordan and Lou 
Tevendale. To them we say farewel l and good luck 
in their next appointment and to thank them for 
their support during their tour. Our thanks to the 
ladies for brightening the Mess on social occa
sions. 

To close, we welcome WO II MacDonald (Wee 
Mac) and Sgt Muckle (ian) who are here to do 
the ir stint. 

THE CORPORALS' MESS NOTES 
Since the last notes f rom our happy establish

ment, the Depot has changed its role. We now 
have 250 screaming J unior Soldiers to contend 
with, and we lead a very busy life. There have 
been very few changes ·in the stall side, however 
we welcomed Gpl Jim Boyle who joined us in ex
change for Gpl lan Sutherland who is now at Glen· 
corse. Gpl Bob Dryburgh arrived during the sum
mer break and is now settled into thEi! c ushy life 
in the Ration Store. Gpl George· Mitchell joined us 
fo r about three months before going into Civvy Street. 
LCpl lan Stuart has been staying in the MRS for 
some time now, and I am sure if you called in, he 
would be glad to see you. Cpl Glen Low left us in 
September and, I may add, without getting married. 

LCpl Dennis Bruce has been one of the busiest 
NCOs in the Depot, at one time he was trying to run 
three stores until he got wise and locked himself 
in the Ammo bunker. He is now called " The Scar
let Pimpernel." 

LCpl Trip McPherson has now taken over the 
duties of " Ringmaster" in the local circus. 

On the sporting scene LCpl Dod Lemon re
signed as manager of the Depot football team, but 
I hear that Glasgow Celtic are after a good coach . 

The football team plays friendly matches on 
some Sundays and we are fairly we ll represented 
by the following:- Cpls .fan Bruce, Jim Boyle and 
Alick Low, LGpls Ood Lemon and Ronn ie Hender
son. 

Gpl lan Bruce, who plays for the Basketbal l 
team, changed job~. He is now back in the gym
nasium. There was a wmour .going around that 
he was taking the patients in the MRS for road 
runs at 0530 hours. 

Gpls Gordon Bruce and Bob Dryburgh are 
getting plenty of refereeing these days, but the 
Depot are still waiting on their first win. 

We have one big social night in a month and 
they are proving very successful. Our thanks to 
the very hard-working committee members who put 
in a lot of t ime and energy to get them going again. 
The Mess held their Christmas Draw in the Gym
nasium on Friday, the 4th December, and it was a 
very successful evening which was enjoyed by all 
who attended. 

Well , the next tjme you wi ll hear from us is 
when you are all settled in Fort George. All the 
best for 1971, and let's have a few more of you in 
by to visit the boys. 
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Pte Boyle, lnkerman Platoon. 
Pass-out Parade , January, 1971 . 

Somme Squad P.O.P. June 12, 1970: Alex. Reid, 
Farquhar, Bogle , Barrie. 

S: ik Road Squad , August 8. 

Alan and Martin Rennie. whose mother, Mrs. Helen 
Rennie , lives at 45 Mastrick Or:ve, Aberdeen , joined the 
Army in September, 1969. A lan started off in the Royal 
Signals and Marti n as a Gordon Highlander, but in Feb
ruary this year Allan be came a Gordon Highlander too 
and they are seen here in Junior Soldiers Uniform beside 
Sergeant W. Murdoch, The Gordon Highlanders, who i s 
one of their Company NCOs at the Junior Infantry Bat
talion, Shorncliffe. Sgt Murd>ch has a c ' usin , Cpl 
Charlie Brown serving with 1 Gordons now, and 
about to go to Cyprus , and has had two uncles i n the 

Reg:ment, Majors George and Charlie Michie. 

P.O. P. September 4 . Baghdad Squad-Wilson, Masson , 
Wood , Seddes, Henderson, Forsyth. Did not pass ill 
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THE CAPETOWN HIGHLANDERS 
EDITORIAL 

After the scurry and bustle of the first six 
months of 1970, the quiet second half of the year 
was almost a relief. 

Before we had tlme to shake off the after-camp 
lethargy, the Department auditors descended on us. 
One cannot, of course, choose auditing time and 
this visit caught us in the process of shaking off the 
cumulative effects of camp and a recent change 
of headquarters. It did, however, serve the very 
goog purpose of "clearing up" the backlog, leav
ing the slate clean for the New Year. 

In October and November a short refresher 
course was organised by the training officer "just 
to keep the officers on the ir toes". The course cul
minated in an interesting T.E.W.T. in the Tygerberg 
area. 

We are indeed sorry to record the death of our 
beloved Honorary Colonel on the 11 th December. 
Col. Stephan served for 39 years and right up to his 
death in his 87th year, maintained a lively interest 
in the affairs of the Regiment. 

Colonel H. J. C. Stephan was Mayor of Cape 
Town at the time he became Honorary Colonel of 
the Cape Town Highlanders on 18th January, 1932, 
to hold the appointment with distinction for a 
period longer than that of the Honorary Colonel of 
any other C.F. unit to-day. 

Colonel Stephan came from a famous seafaring 
family, his great-grandfather having served 1he 
Dutch East India c·ompany before settling as a 
merchant in Cape Town very early in the 19th cen
tury. His grandfather, Johan Carel Stephan ( 1812-
71) founded the Stephan fleet and opened up a sea 
trade with the farmers round St. Helen's Bay, and 

in 1835 started the fishing industry near the Berg 
River mouth. 

In 1906 Colonel Stephan was studying law over
seas, but he gave it up on the death of his father 
and returned to Cape Town. 

Outside of business, Colonel Stephan ~endered 
great service to the city and to sport, being the 
first to put forward the idea of Green Point Com
mon being made available for sports fields. From 
1916 on he was intermittently a member of the City 
Council , a.nd in 1934 he was presented with an 
illuminated address by the Mayor on behalf of the 
Council in appreciation of his services as Mayor of 
Cape Town in 1931-32 and again in 1932-33. 

During World War II he played a prominent part 
meeting convoys and organising entertainment 
for visi ting troops, and at all times he has gone 
ou t of his way to further the interests and welfare 
of the Regiment 

On the 14th December the Colonel was buried 
with full military honours. The coffin was carried 
by warrant office rs of the Regiment, and six 
Colonels from Western Province Command were the 
pall bearers. The entire Officers' and Sergeants' 
Messes turned out to pay the final tribute to the 
Honorary Colonel. 

With the Regiment in mourning there was no 
official participation in Christmas and New Year 
festivities although the New Year was welcomed at 
a quiet gathering at the residence of the Officer 
Commanding. 

The year 1971 stretches ahead of us. The senior 
posts in the Battalion are filled by young but en
thusiastic officers and we are confident that 1971 
w:ll be a good year for the Highlanders. 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
We were fortunate this year to be able to hold 

the El Alamein Dinner on 23rd October - the anni
versary of the commencement of the battle. The 
venue was Arthur's Seat Hotel, Sea Point. In the 
warm, summery weather the private terrace leading 
off the dining-room was much appreciated and was 
ideal for renewal of auld acquaintance. Among 
the less familiar faces we were pleased to see Alfie 
Back, Hymie Horrowitz and Ken Ross, also Lt 
" Doodie" Laing, transferred at last to a local 
branch of his bank. Unfortunately for the overdraft
seekers, we forget for the moment which branch 
" Doodie" is manag[ng!! As if to prove that old 
soldiers never die, 110 members sat down to din
ner, a greater number than for many years. Bobby 
Beck was in jocular vein in proposing the toast of 
The Regiment, to which Comdt. Chris Albertyn suit
ably replied. 

The speaker at our meeting in November was 
Comdt. Denzil Loveland, who had just returned 
from an extensive tour of Europe, in the course of 
wh ich he retraced much of the route which we fol
lowed during the Italian Campaign. Comdt. Love
land was privileged to be granted an interview by 
H.M . the Queen Mother, who graciously accepted 
a presentation copy of the Regimental History. His 
talk, well supported by slides, was most interesting 
and was thoroughly enjoyed by the newer members 
as well as the old campaigners. Caot. Denis Augus-

tus and Lyell Williams, down on holiday from Dur
ban and Port Elizabeth respectively, were welcome 
visitors. 

The Christmas Tree function was again held at 
Wynberg Camp and, as always, was a great success. 
Time marches on, and even grandfathers are now 
in evidence, their capacity for enjoyment un
diminished. The Sergeants' Mess was again avail
able to provide capacity tests. Sgt Lloyd Baxter was 
a jovial Father Christmas, while Cheminais the 
Conjuror had everybody completely mystified. 

Due to the R;o Yacht Race, S.A.S. Unitie was 
not availab le for our Hogmanay Ball , which was 
held in the City Hall and enjoyed by a large crowd. 
The dance committee is to be congratulated on 
the success of the occasion and we appreciate 
their hard work . 

We regret to record the death of Major R. A. 
Thompson . Major Thompson will be remembered 
by our older members as an extremely zealous and 
competent offi cer of pre-war years, and was a 
member of the Rifle Club team which won the Gold 
Cup in 1938 with a r_ecord total score of 626 out of 
a possible 672. Also all Highlanders past and 
present regret the recent death of the Honorary 
Colonel of the Regiment, Colonel H. J. C. Stephan. 
He was a true friend of the Regiment and his pass
ing leaves a gap which will not be easy to fill. 
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OFFICERS' MESS 
With regret we record the passing of the Hon

orary Colonel, Colonel H. J . C. Stephan, after 39 
years of true and faithful service to the Regiment. 
We have lost a sincere friend who since 1932 has 
given freely of his time and interest in a very 
personal manner to many individual members of 
the Cape Town Highlanders. 

It is as well to mention here that over a pro
longed period, the Officers have re-decorated a 
room in the Mess and named it the " H. J. C. 
Stephan Room." A small tribute paid prior to his 
passing, but regrettably, through failing health, too 
late for him to visit. 

It seems ominous that these notes should al
ways remind us of those whose time with the Regi
ment has come to an end. Farewells have been 
said recently to Major Burger, Captain Tate and 
Captain Mayne. These three Officers have served 
us we ll during their years with us. To them we 
wish God Speed in the future, happy in the know
ledge that as honorary members we wil l continue 
to maintain associations in the years ahead. 

To 2Lts Jan and David Plane, Lynton Farr and 
Hans Broek, our congratulations on the attainment 
of Commissioned Rank. May you all enjoy a long 
and happy period of service with the Regiment. 

H is a while now since we last recorded a tax 
rebate and to the detriment of the Receiver of 
Revenue our congratulations go out to 2Lt Farr 
and his good lady on the birth of a son, Mark, in 
June. Well done, Lynton - another H ighlander! 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

Not much of note has occurred in the Cape 
Town Highlanders Sergeants' Mess since the last 
report. Usually this means a spate of activity not 
anticipated. 

The decor of the Mess is virtually complete. A 
few touches and additions such as the Mess s!Jver 
and historical photographs require to be displayed. 
It is somewhat unfair to single out individuals, but 
with the decoration of the Mess certa:n names 
stand out. They are WO II Warne and Sgts Killian 
and Koen . They put in many hours of work and 
deserve special mention. 

The traditional Sergeants' Mess Christmas party 
was held in the Mess this year. Some say that it 
enabled the barmen to work more quickly! The 
Mess was honoured by the Commanding Officer 
and his wife, Comdt. and Mrs. Albertyn and the 
21C Major O'Brien. Two past RSMs, viz. Schworm
stedt and Lawton and the ir wives were there as 
well. As usual, the party was slow in starting but 
it was also slow in finish ing. The last time any 
account was taken of time was about 0215. After 
that it didn't matter! All in all , a good time was 
had by everyone. 

Sgt. Dave Mi ller of the Orderly Room has been 
promoted to Staff Sergeant. This promotion is 
well merited on account of the dedicated work put 
into his duties. 

Two new C.Q.M. sergeants have been recently 
promoted. They are Sgts Danziger and Ravens
croft. It is gratifying to have these positions fil led 
as in the past it has been difficult to obtain per
sonnel to fil l these · posts. Now we are up to 
strength with admin sergeants. We wish these two 
a long and happy stay in the Sergeants' Mess. 

PIPES AND DRUMS 

Band President-Major C. O'Brien. 
Band Officer-Captai n J. B. Ventris. 
Pipe Major-WOJJ J. A. Munro. 

T>he Pipes and Drums have had a fairly busy 
season, highll ighted by the " Freedom of the City" 
parade and Hogmanay Ball , which this year was 
held in the Oily Hall , Cape Town. 

Owing to the recent death of our Honorary 
Colonel , the year-end celebrations were subdued , 
rat~er than hilarious, and ~he band played i n non
regimental dress of white tunics, kilts and hose. 

We are now busy preparing for the ceremonial 
S1ate Opening of Parliament on the 29th January 
1971 . ' 

On the 31st December, 1970, Dr-um Major 
" Pappy" Meeser completed his 37 years' service 
with t>he Regiment and finally handed in his Mace 
and Feather Bonnet 

Staff Sergeant Ailbert " Pappy" Meeser •lakes 
with h-im the good wishes of the Band and an open 
invitation to visit us whenever the nostal-gic mood 
moves him. 

We were duly allocated a room, at our new 
Headquarters in Newlands, tor use as a Bandroom, 
and volunteers (all three of them) scrubbed and 
cleaned and hung up our var ious photo;Jraphs and 
other mementos. 

1A modest bar was also instal·Jed, and we can 
now extend an invit-ation to any 'J'isiting " Gordons" 
to have one or two " drams" with us in our Band
room and Mess. 

The Reg-imental Shetland pony mascot " By
dand" is still enjoying lush feed and staib l·ing with
out having had to work hard. One of the sights of 
Cape Town is to see the pony being transported 
to engagements in " Pipey's" miniature Fiat 850. 
" Bydand" stands in comfort, occupying the passen
ger's seat space gazing th rough the windscreen , 
and whinnying delightedly. 

In closing we wish to thank all the Pipers and 
Drummers of the Gordon High•landers for the 
Chr-ist mas card rece•ived, and we hope you received 
the cards we sent to you. 

May the Ne.w Year of 1971 be ·a " guid yin" . 
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ARMY CAREERS OFFICE 
Gordon Highlander Recruiters 

WOI I G. Symon-(.Aiberdeen City). 
C/ SQit R. Buohan-(,Kintore, Dyce, lnverurie) . 
Sgt W. Donald-(Deeside, Kincardine and 

Strathdon). 
Sgt G. Garden-( Keith , Banffshire) . 
Sgt J. Gordon-(Peterhead, Fraserburgh). 

In starting my notes may I wish all Gordons a 
happy 1971 from us at Aberdeen and it looks like 
it is going to be a happy '71 for us; the first three 
men to enlist all went to join the Regiment. 

It has been a hectic year with most recru·iters 
going flat out and assisting as many youth aotivit.ies 
as possible in ~·he i r areas; visiting ACF, Boys' 
Bri :;ades and Scouts on an average three nights a 
week. 

Bill Donald has over 100 young lads in various 
youth clubs throughout his area to whom •he 
teaches the deaf and dumb sign language. Sgt 
John Gordon was asked to provide a float for 
Peterhead Scottish Week which he did by depict ing 
Gordon Highlanders in various period uniforms. The 
resu lt was that he won third prize. It was reported 
by Sgt Gordon that he would have won fi rst prize 
but the judges were R.A.F. Officers! In September 
C/ Sgt Bert Buchan and Sgt Bill Donald spent three 
weeks at Aviemore doing administrative work for 
Aberdeen City Police Oadets. The cook fa iled to 
appear so the task was put to ex Molar and ex 
Playtime callsign 2. You should have tasted Bert's 
Peach Melba and Bill's Prawn Oooktail. A very nice 
letter from the Chief Constable was received 
thankin;J them for thei r e·xcellent work. 

I wou ld like our readers for a moment to cast 
thei r minds to an early morning at Kei1h's Recruit
ing Office. George Garden sits by the 'phone, 
suddenly it r ings. 

Sgt Garden-Hullo. Army Careers, Keith . Can 
I help you? 

Caller-Yes. I have two for you. 
Sgt Garden-Good. Do you want me to come 

out and see them? 
Cal ler-" Aye". 
Sgt Garden-What address, please? 
Caller - Simpson, Berryhillock, Grange. 
Sgt Garden-How old are they please? 
Caller-" Oh! Youngsters". 
Sgt Garden-! will call out to you this after-

noon. 
Caller- That's fine. Will you bring t·he float? 
Sgt Garden-Float? No, I have a Land Rover. 
Caller-A Land Rover is no use. 
Sgt Garden-1 think there is something wrong 

here. 
Caller- You are the Huntly Mart? 
C/ Sgt Bert Buchan is due to leave for c ivvy 

street in March. He will be sadly missed by us all 
at Market Street but we will s1ill see a lot of him 
for he is to be staying in Aberdeen. 

Now that the battalion is home we hope to pull 
in more recruits when the companies start training 
in the areas allocated to them. 

In Aberdeen last year from January to Decem
ber 116 men enlisted, 39 of these went to the 
Gordons. 102 boys enlisted, 45 of them went to 
the Regiment. It is hoped to do better things this 
coming year. 

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING TEAM 
Lt. A. Heffren. 
S/Sgt F. Fraser. 
L/Opl P. Ret\lie. 
L/Opl R. Ewen . 
Pte A. Shuff. 
Pte W. Davidson. 

Tohe Regimenta l Recruiting team has been in 
operation in the Regimental Area for over a year 
now, working in close liaison with the recru-iting 
organisation in Market St reet. At times our work 
has .not been very rewarding as the figures for 
1970 will show, however things have taken a t urn 
for the better. It is felt that 1971 will give the 1st 
Bn the transfusion of young blood it requ ires to 
fulfi'l its many commitments. 

We welcome our new team leader L~ A. Heffren 
who joined us in mid December and is at this time 
attending a two day recruiting course in Edinburgh. 

Tthe fi rst quarter of this year will be a very busy 
peniod for the team with the major recruiting effort 
being mounted by the 1st Batta lion. It is hoped 
that all Army Careers Offices in the area will also 
be in for a hectic time. Ou r New Year's message 
to all Gordon Highlanders is thP.·t recruiting should 
be a priority in al l ou r minds at all times. 

We take this opportun~ty in congratulating Pte 
Shuff on his forthcoming marriage, a recruit to the 
married pads. 

82 ARMY YOUTH TEAM 
2/ Lt R. A. Lamb, Gordon Highlanders. 
Sgt Braby, L. M., Soots Guards. 
LCpl Shade, R. A., Gordon Highlanders. 
Pte Hepburn, R., Gordon Highlanders. 
Pte Rothney, D., Gordon Highlanders. 
Gnr Daley, K. , Royal Artillery. 
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It is almost a year now since No 82 Army Youth 
Team submitted notes to " The T•iger and Sphinx" 
but as a Gordon Highlander is appointed as OC 82 
AYT, we are to continue to g;ve a short account 
of ourselves in the Regimental Magazine. 

T•here have been a few recent changes in the 
team and it seems that the turnover is fairly rapid. 
Gnr Coupland was relieved by Gnr Daley in Sep
tember, 2/L1 Lamb relieved Capt Howden-Fenme in 
December, Pte Brown is due to be posted to us in 
February, when Pte Rothney goes back 1o the 
battalion and meanwhile we eagerly awai1 news of 
Pte Hepburn's relief who is due to be with us in 
April. LCpl Shade, who was in the team 18 months 
ago, is temporarily in ~he team until he is medically 
up;Jmded-Which will probably be in March. In the 
meantime he is very much part of the te·am and is 
probalbly the only one who is not guaranteed to 
land on his backside wearing a pair of sk is. 

Activities in past year variej li·ttle from previous 
years. There were the usual camps with AOF and 
Police Cadets and KAPE. However, there were two 
innovations which were useful and good publ•icity 
value. Firstly, Capt Howden-Ferme started to run 
sale1y courses at Tomintoul Outdoor Centre lor the 

Banffshire Education Committee. It involved teach
ing young people all aspects of safety ranging from 
safety in the home to safety on the hills. Secondly, 
82 AYT started to teach school children to swim 
at schools in Stonehaven and G rantown-on-Spey. 
This was very successful and has a 98 % success 
record. 

S·kiHn;J plays an impor.tant part in our activities 
during the next three months and prepara~ions fo r 
this started at the beginning of December by mak
ing use of the plast1ic ski slope at Bridge of Dee. 
UnfortL=nately, our first ski-ing week-end came to 
nothing as there was no snow at Tomintoul , so we 
gave instruction in orienteering instead. We hope 
that the snow comes soon so that we can practice 
on the real thing before we are let loose with 
youths from the Re.gimental Area. 

Now that the Battalion is due back to Fort 
George, we look forward to c loser contact with 
Gordon Highlanders- especially when the co m
panies dispe·rse throughout the area to tra in and 
recmit. 

Finally, we say farewell to Capt Howden-Ferme 
and wish him well as OC 25 Cadet Trainin-g Team. 

"D" (GORDON) COY 51ST HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 
OC-Major R. J. Aitken . 
21C- Capta•in T. G. MacRae. 
CSM- WOil C. Pratti. 
C/Sgt-C/Sgt N. Warden. 
PSls-WOil P. Watt. 

SSgt Pattillo. 
Sgt Smith. 

We are proud to report that our recruiting is 
still going extremely well and that our present 
Company strength is 142 with 6 more .in the pipe
line. It has been particularly successful in the 
Keith Platoon and full credit is here given to Lt 
ian Hardie, Sgt Christie and all members oi the 
Platoon for their efforts. We take this opportunity 
of welcoming all our new recruits to the Company 
and into the Gordon " family". 

T1here is no doubt that the recruiting record of 
"D " Company has been a major factor in the dis
cussions over re-organisation of the TAVR. The 
result of which, although not yet known in det.ail, 
is the setting up of a further Gordon Company 
based in .AJberdeen with the Keith Platoon joining 
the Queens Own Highlander Platoon in Elgin to 
form the ne·w Bn HQ for the North Bn of 51st 
Highland Volunteers. The nucleus of this new Com
pany will , of course, come from the 3rd Bn Cadre 
and they are assured of our fullest co-operation 
in get1ing as many men back into the fold as soon 
as possible. With both of the Companies having 
their Company HQ's in .AJberdeen close liaison is 
not only possible but essential if close harmony 
is to be achieved which in turn will bring about a 
second strong Gordon Company. 

S;nce our last notes there have been one or two 
changes in the Company orbat. Major A1itken has 
been transferred to London in his civilian work and 
Lt MacRae has been promoted to Captain as his 
future successor. Capt·ain Sandy Swan has been 
taken " out of retirement" to act as Company 21C 
responsible for Admin while Captain MacRae's main 

task will be training. Major Aitken is remaining wi.th 
the Company until after Camp 1971 in Soltau in 
June. There is also .\'he hope of more young officers 
comin;J into the Com;Jany from Aberdeen Univer
sity OTC. We also wish Cpl Dora (ex A/ Tank 
Platoon) every success having been selected to 
undergo officer training at the University and we 
look forwar•d to seeing him in his new role in the 
near future. Cpl Simpson, Sigs Pin took over as 
M.T. Opl from Cpl Stuart KeHh who takes over one 
of the new r ifle sections in Keith . 

We also congratulate the new promotions 
made:-

Opl BeatNe, A/Tnk to Sgt. 
LCpl Young to Cpl. 
Ptes Shearer, Adams and Wallace to LCpl. 

A very enjoyable Christmas Party was held on 
19th December to which some 250 children of the 
Company members attended and was enjoyed by 
all. Our other Christ•mas function was the Company 
Dance on the 26th Decem ber attended by some 
200 or so. Every thanks is due to the " Jocks Com
mittees" who organised and ran both of these 
successful functions. 

Company Shooting Team 
FoHowing successes of 1970 Major Ait·ken was 

selected to represent the British TA,VR in an inte r
national competition in Belgium in September at 
which the British Team came ou.t overa ll winners 
with individual placings of 1st, 3rd and Major 
Aitken 1 G1h fro.m a fie·ld of 160. Weapons fired were 
Pistol , SMG, SOR and GPMG, Rocket Launcher 
and Energa and each officer had to throw four 
practice grenades into a scoring ring. All weapons 
were o·f Belgian make and no previous practice 
was allowed. Photo of the British Team at Leo
poldsburgh is enclosed 1) receiving Gold Team 
Cup and medals 2) in Town Square at the com
memorative ceremony afterwards. 
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A return matoh is to take place at Bisley in 
May, 1971 and we hope to have representa~ion at 
an International OR's Shoot in Paris in June to 

which the Bn has been selec~ed to provide one 
team of four. The likely oandidates are Sgt Cooper, 
Sgt Beattie and LCpl Shepherd. A ful l Bn Team is 
to go to Sisley this year captained by Major Aitken 
(his final duty with the Bn) and •represented 
strongly by Gordon craokshots. 

In oloSiing we welcome the 1st Bn home and 
look forwar·d to a close liaison and opportunity of 
training with them during their stay at Fort George. 

WOs' and Sgts' Mess 
We would like to weloome Sgt Beattie back into 

the Sgts' Mess. Sgt Beattie once was a Sgt in 3rd 
Bn Gordon High landers T.A. bu.t when they were 
axed he .decided to join " D" Gordon Company 51st 
Highland Volunteers and had to revert to Gp.l , but 
as he said "You can't keep a good man down". 
We would also like to welcome our new PSI Sgt 
Smith and also to congratulate him and his wife 
on the birt•h of their son Michael. 

As many of our past and present PSis know 
we have quite a few characters that have used the 
mess for many years, more years than many of us 
have been in the mess. Of these we p•icked our 
wee Jimmy 6mslie, in the photograph you see 
Jimmy being presented with a scroll by WOI I P. 
Watt, making him an honorary member of the Mess. 
It was such a surprise for Jimmy its the only time 
I have seen him stuck for words. 

On the 28th November the WOs and Sgts invited 
the Junior NGOs into the mess for a smoker and 
games evening. It was a very suocessf-ul evening. 
Members ot the Mess put on a couple of ske·tches 
which went with a bang, especi·ally when Sgt Irvine 
fainted. SSgt War·den and Sdt Beattie appeared on 
the scene dressed in white coats and oarry•ing an 
assortment of tools, and ask•ing who sent for a 
do~or. Sgt Irvine played his part so well it looked 
like the real thing. After the eJ<lcitement we settled 
down to watch our new " X" tra•ining films which I 
thinik everybody appreoiated. 

Our Christmas Draw and Dance was held on 
the 19th December. Thi·s was a marvel lous night. 
It was better still tor WOII Watt as his name was 
called for the first three prizes in the draw. He told 
us that he isn't very luoky. Nae bad for not lucky 
-three ,prizes. Our Company cooks laid on a mar
vellous buffet, the best that has been seen for a 
lon.g time. We had a number of guests, and they 
just couldn't believe that our cooks had produced 
suoh a lovely spread. Here is a photo of some of 
the officers, WOs and Sg~s and wives at the Ohrist
mas dance. 

Note to 1st Bn Sgts' Mess 
Now tha.t the Bn are home, we would like to 

welcome any WO or Sgt to our Mess ·if ever you 
are in .A<berdeen, you wil l be made most welcome. 

3RD (T) BN THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 
-Honorary Colonel-Col. G. W. Bruce, T.D. , D.L. 
Major N. V. R. Simpson, T.O., Commanding. 
Captain R. D. Buohan. 
Captain D. A. Young, T.D. 
WOII A. R. Burnett. 
OSgt J. Watson. 
Sgt J. W. Gallow. 
Sgt A. R. Dawson. 

These notes are being written during the 
Xmas/New Year festivities, and with the reoent 
Government announcement of a proposed expan
sion of the Reserve it is hoped that our readers 
tor.give us for oatching some of the spirit engen
dered by these two events. 

"And it came to pass that on Sa~urday, 7th 
November, Sunray was summoned to High land 
House and there heard tidings of great joy for all 
Cadres. It being rather early for gold, frankincense 
and myrrh the Brigadier brought news of expan
sion-worth at that time (and at the going rate of 
exchange) somewhat more than the three precious 
seasonal commodities. And so our eternal 
optimism was to be rewa rded". 

The initial announcement was that infantry 
Cadres would expand each to a Company strength 
of approx. 120 all ranks. Much of the detail , in
ferred in the statement, was to be the subject of 
immediate discussion and negot iation. Since 7th 
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November considerable time and energy has been 
spent on those subjects-discussion and negotia
tion. 

Given a very tight time schedule, Highland 
Area, Scottish Division and T.A. & V.R. Associa
tions had to move very quickly to formulate and 
finalise plans for presentation to M.O.D. by early 
December, 1970. Broadly speaking the formation 
of new and uncommitted Reserve units in High
land Area centred round the future of the 51st 
Highland Volunteers, the only Reserve Battalion 
within the Area. For some considerable time a 
strong lobby had existed which favoured this unit 
being divided to form two separate Battalions. The 
principal reasons for this were twotold-

(a) to reduce the number of companies under a 
single command (as at December, 1970, there 
were eleven). 

(b ) to reduce the enormous spread of the Bn (as 
at December, 1970, companies stretched from 
London and Liverpool to Lerwick and Storno
way). However, the new Reserve was to have 
an uncommitted role and terms of service 
somewhat different from those of the existing 
A.V.R. II units. Initial plans, therefore, centred 
on the command and control of the new com
panies to be formed. Should they be inte
grated within the two Battalions proposed by 
the . split of the 51st Highland Volunteers or 
should they be grouped in Battalions wholly 
comprised of sub units from the uncommitted 
Reserve. 

Opinion hardened on these two proposals and 
very strong cases were put for each in turn. Neither 
case was straightforward and many factors in
fluenced the arguments. The availability of suitable 
T.A. centres in the areas selected tor expansion, 
many havin g been sold following the d;sbandment 
of the T.A. in March, 1969. 

The location of new companies relative to re
cruiting potential with particular reference to 
officer recruitment. 

The location of new companies relative to e·xist
ing 51st Highland Volunteer companies, etc. , etc. 

The result of frantic discussions and furious 
lobbying was that " Plan A" was adopted as the 
most suitable for the requirements o·f Scottish 
Division and Highland Area. Th is plan selected the 
formation of two Battalions from the division of 
the existing 51st Highland Volunteers. New com
panies would therefore be integrated into Bat
talions comprising companies already committed 
to Rhine Army Reserve. 

The 2nd Bn The 51st Highland Volunteers, as 
they appear likely to be known, will have the ir 
B.H.Q. in Elgin. Of the six companies unoer com
mand, two will be Gordon Highlanders. "D" (Gor
don) Coy., at present on strength 51st Highland 
Volunteers, Perth, wi ll remain at Hardgate, and a 
new company, formed by the ex.pansion of the 3rd 
Bn. Cadre, will also be centred in Aberdeen. From 
the outline breakdown many readers will see the 
skeleton reforming of the old 152 and 153 Brigades 
which existed up until the disbandment of the 
Highland Division. 

Great urgency has been the keynote of all de
velopments concerning the Reserve Expansion. 
Much detail still requires to be finalised . How soon 
these proposals will become operational is as yet 
unknown. Considerable hard work will be requ ired 
at all levels to bring about such major changes 
without seriously disturbing the training cycle, effi
ciency and effectiveness of existing units. All con
cerned, however, see it as an important step in 
achieving a more flexible and balanced Reserve. 
It is now a question of all hands to the wheel to 
establ ish not only phase one but to pave the way 
tor phase two of the eventual expansion. One can 
imagine that in such a welter of activity over ex
pansion the normal li fe of the Cadre has been 
somewhat disturbed and secondary. The season 
immed 'ately following camp is usually quiet as we 
await the next training year and a fresh allocation 
of main training days. Any thoughts, however, of a 
quiet hibernation till Spring have been dispelled. 
Classification for training year 1970-71 took place 
at ·Black Dog in November. A fai r ly brave decision 
to anyone who knows the vagaries of that blighted 
spot. Let us say the weather could have been 
worse!! Needless to say, all Cadre members classi
fied on the first week-end and so saved precious 
man training days for the future. 

Sunday, 18 October, saw the Lord Lieutenant's 
Review of all Reserve units in Aberdeen. This took 
the form of a part marching , part vehicle parade 
down Union Street. The weather stayed fair for 
what turned out to be quite a hike from Carden 
Place to the Beach Boulevard . Cadre members, 
except Sunray, making one of his ra re expeditions 
on foot, were all vehicle mounted and successfully 
hidden from public gaze by the large but excellent 
unit signs on either side of the veh icles. At least 
the public knew there was a Battalion there ... 
somewhere! Happi ly the announcement of our 
future expansion coincided with our regular Cadre 
party. Such news gave strength to our ever wi lling 
elbows and a good time was had by all. As usual 
there was a good turn out. It was good to see Mrs. 
Jock Watson back in ci rculation after her recent 
illness. Such were the possibi lities from the pro
posed expansion that Jock Ritchie, veteran of so 
many Territorial changes, wore his faithfu l 4th Bn. 
tie - a gesture in some circles regarded as in
flammatory! 

On 15 September Major and Mrs. Neil Simpson 
announced the addit ion of another son to their 
family. The significance of his in itials C.G.S. may 
not be lost on those who feel that a futu re Gordon 
in that exalted position would be very welcome. 
Our congratulations to both and young Christopher. 

It has been customary in the short life of the 
Cadre to end these notes with a hopeful reference 
to the future. Now there is a future, there is ex
pansion and a new company to be raised virtually 
from scratch. Obviously there is a great deal of 
work to be done. However, this is the challenge 
which we have waited for, for over two years. 

Our notes in future will assume a new title, but 
we hope our readers won't be confused into th ink
ing we have gone out of print. Our short Cadre 
life has not been altogether uneventful and a 
resume of events and personalities may feature ·in 
the next issue when much of the outline referred to 
in these notes will have become fact. 
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REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS 
LONDON ASSOCIATION 

Since our last notes we have lost two of our 
good members, J. Derry and W. H. Lawrence, who 
passed away. We shall miss both very much and 
offer our condolence to their relatives. 

The Annual Reunion was held in the London 
Scottish Headquarters on 6th November, 1970, and 
in spite of minor set backs it was quite a party. 
At 7 p.m. the Hon. Sec. began meeting members 
and their guests and by 8 p.m. we had mustered 
55. Unfortunately our otficial guests all had some 
other commitment and so were prevented from 
attending, but we were happy to entertain our two 
Chelsea Pensioners-ex-Sgt Blair, Scots Guards, 
and ex-Sgt Finney of the H.L. I. Major R. G. Finlay
Shirras took the chair supported by our President, 
Lt Col R. G. Lees, MBE. Also at the top table were 
Maj Gen E. C. Colville, Lt Col R. M. Neilson and 
Capt J. A. S. Russell, our late chairman. During the 
evening many old friends were brought together 
and a great deal of news was swapped. In his 
speech our chairman said how important it was to 
get new young blood into the association and 
thanked all those present for coming, especially 
those present tor the first time. The President in 
his speech made special note of our retiring chair
man Capt J. A. S. Russell and thanked him for all 
his good work during his term of office and wel
comed the new chairman Maj R. G. Finlay-Shirras 
on behalf of our members. We have to thank Pipe 
Major L. De Laspee of The London Scottish tor 
some lively piping during the evening which kept 
things swinging and to keep up that spirit Sgt Bill 
Donald, the Regimental Recruiting agent, gave a 
very lively and humourous recruiting appeal on 
behalf of the 1st Bn. The Hon. Secretary made an 
urgent appeal to members to attend the ir meetings 
especially the A.G.M. If they did not attend the 
meetings they could not know what went on in the 
association and to what extent the association 
could help those in need. 

The Committee are most grateful to the London 
Scottish tor the use of their Headquarters and also 
to Mr. W. Durant, the Canteen Steward, and his 
staff tor the excellent refreshments. Our thanks 
must also go to Col. Lees tor the beer. All present 
voted it a great evening and agreed that it deserves 
a larger attendance next year. We were all very 
pleased to welcome Eddie Mathews from our 
Nottingham branch and glad to see him so bright 
after his recent illness. 

Our two members who attended the Aberdeen 
Reunion, Capt W. Reith and J. M. Melville, returned 
with a very good report on the gathering, but no 
doubt this function will be reported on other pages. 

Mrs. Lees and Mr. ian Rodger as usual showed 
much energy and staff work in arranging entertain
ment tor the children at Christmas time. 

To choose a present for ch ildren of all ages, 
sex and tastes is no easy task. but with Mrs. Lees' 
shopping effi c iency and ian Rodger's military tact 
this was achieved. Very many thanks to you both 
and to all those who helped to make the party a 
success. 

At a committee meeting held on 12th November, 
1970, it was decided to form a sub-branch of The 
London Association in the South East counties to 
enable all ex-Gordons living in that area to join 
the London Association, but to have contacts 

nearer to their homes. We are urgently in need of 
young blood, and this is a chance tor men being 
discharged to this area to keep in contact with the 
Regiment and their own particular comrades. Mr. 
B. Goddard of 5 Atkinson Close, Green Street, 
Green, Orpington, Kent, is a young man who will be 
very p!eased to give advice to any ex-Gordon wish
ing to keep in touch. We invite you all to come 
along. The Benevolent Fund has again this year 
been able to help those members in need and also 
to send a small gift to the aged pensioners. 

i\IOTTINGHAM BRANCH 
On an opening note we are sorry to say that 

three of our members have left the district. Brian 
Dunn and his family back to Aberdeen, Jan Mcleod 
off to a managerial pos it ion in Birmingham, and 
Fergie, our old and trusty friend, back to Scotland 
tor a while. We wish them all the very best of luck 
in their new jobs for the future. 

Messrs. Mathews, Harris and Boukett made the 
long trip up to Aberdeen for the Regimental Re
union, stopping off on route in Edinburgh. Several 
of our members wanted to attend the Reunion, but 
the cost of hiring a coach was prohibitive and also 
entailed losing time from work. Is there a case 
here for arranging this very important gather ing 
tor one of the public holidays, e.g. Easter, Whi :sun 
or the Autumn Bank Hol iday in late August, and 
possibly changing the venue occasionally to include 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, London and Nottingham. 

We were well represented at the Lincoln 
Branch Socia l Evening held in the New Village Hall 
at Cranwell on Saturday evening, October 3rd. A 
very enjoyable evening was had by all present. 
There was something for everybody, a good band 
to dance to, piping from John Runcie, Willy Clark 
and Les Howlett, plus some grand singing from 
Larry and Donald, all in all a good night's entertain
ment and we look forward to our next visit. 

The Chairman, Mr. S. A. Marshall and several 
other members also attended the Lincoln Branch 
Annual Dinner held on November 14th and once 
again at Cranwell Village Hall. Our long serving 
Secretary Eddie Mathews has been very ill and un
fortunately had to resign from the Secretaryship, 
Les Howlett is trying to fill the gap meantime and 
he is happy to report that Eddie is a whole lot 
better and back to work again. Also our oldest 
member, Captain G. D. Low, has been very poorly 
but is slowly getting back to normal once again. 
We wish them both a full and speedy recovery. 

The Battalion Recruiting Team for the Midlands 
area, consisting of Piper Pat Larkin and Privates 
John and Bob Wright, have attended two of our 
meetings. Unfortunately the weather put severa l of 
our members off, but we look forward to better 
attendances in the New Year. Dave Selby and 
Chris Parry, both ex-pipers of the Regiment, came 
along to the meeting and spent a good evening 
with their ex-comrades. By the time these notes 
are in print, Christmas and the New Year will 
probably have come and gone, so from us here 
in Nottingham we send our very best wishes for 
the festive season to all "Gordon Highlanders" 
everywhere, and in particular to our Branch Presi
dent, Lt Colonel R. G. " Taney" Lees, we look for
ward to seeing him in Nottingham soon. 



TIGER AND SPHINX 53 

HAWICK BRANCH 
The Annual Dinner of this Branch was held in 

the Victoria Hotel, Hawick, on 28th March, 1970, 
under the Chairmanship of Lt Col A. T. Curie, 
D.S.O., O.B.E. 

The Toast of The Regiment was proposed by 
Lt Co l J. H. Stitt, M.C., during the course of wh ich 
he reminisced on the lighter s ide of life in the 
Reg iment, to which he was commissioned in 1916, 
before bring ing members up to date with news of 
the 1st Battal ion, now serving in Germany, and of 
the activities of t he Perthshire Branch of the 
Assoc iation. In the absence of the Rev. Stephen 

Goodbrand who, because of recent indisposition, 
was unable to be present, the Toast of Absent 
Comrades was proposed by the Chairman. 

A varied programme of entertainment was con
tr ibuted by those ever popular vocalists Mr. Bert 
Armstrong and Mr. Bobby Wallace, accompanied 
by Mr. John J . Welc h at the piano, by Mr. John 
Purves whose skill on the pipes met with the 
Company's approval and by a turn from Mr. H. A. 
Aitc hison at the piano. 

The evening concluded with Mr. Alec Aitken 
proposing the vote of thanks. 

SCOTTISH NORTH-EASTERN AREA 
(THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS) CADETS 

AREA HEADQUARTERS 
1970 started well with a fourth successive 

victory in the Scottish A.C.F. Boxing champion
ships. Certificate " A " results in Part 1 were aver
age, but in Cert. " A " Part 2 we ac hieved an 80% 
pass despite the new and more difficult syllabus, 
to record the highest pass in Scotland. 

At Braemar, the Gordon tartan was well to the 
fore, as twenty-five adults and senior cadets acted 
as stewards for the Royal Highland Gather ing. 
Later at Sisley our team acquitted themse lves well, 
one member barely missing qual ification as a 
member of the Cadet Hundred. Once again, as the 
only Highland Cad ets to enter a team, the Gordon 
tartan was given prominence and we had a con
gratulatory message from M.O.D. 

More recently our senior swimming team 
shattered all opposition to retain the senior Scottish 
A.C.F. swimming trophy by an impressive lead of 
some thirty points. In the autumn there was a 
change of command, when we said goodbye to 
Major lan Fleming and welcomed in his stead 
Captain Kenneth Lumsden. 

A long the passage dwells 2Lieut Richard Lamb 
with his noisy team of extroverts known co llect ively 
as 82 Army Youth Team. Also very muc h in the 
picture and a frequent visitor is Lieut Arthur 
Heffren, an o ld fr iend from Bec kingham Camp 
days, whose resp lendent figure w ith brief case at 
the high port is seen bustl ing about immersed in 
the problems of recruit ing. 

Finally, we must end on a sad note, as in the 
last month of 1970 the Area suffered the loss of 
two of the stalwart bulwarks of the A.C.F. , Co lonel 
J. C. King and Lieu! Colonel Norman Gray. Colonel 
King, whose connections w ith the A.C.F. went back 
to war-time, rose to be Commandant and then 
Honorary Colonel of the Area, and was a much 
respected and well-loved vis itor at our sporting 
fixtures. 

Lieut Colonel Norman Gray, having retired as 
a WOII from the Gordons, rose steadily in his new
found love, the A.C.F. , to become Deputy Com
mandant. 

1st (CITY OF ABERDEEN) CADET BATTALION, 
ARMY CADET FORCE 

In most organisations there are periods of " ups 
and downs," and in the past six months the Bat
talion has had its share. After last Camp the cadet 
strength fell to an all time low of 76 cadets. The 

Bn. Commander, however, has no real worries here 
because a quick visit to the local schools and ably 
supported by the Bn . A.A.I. R.S.M. Thorn the 
strength can be brought up to establ ishment with 
very little effort. 

Recruiting officers and adult instructors, how
ever, is a very different problem. It would appear 
that very few adults are prepared to give up their 
spare time to teaching cadets. Unfortunately we 
have lost the services of three well-known ex
Gordons. Lt Tom Bruce, former OC Kincorth Pl. 
has joined the literary ranks of a Dundee news: 
paper. Capt Alan Si mpson has gone on extended 
leave due to pressure of business, and S.M.I. Kerr 
has been obliged to resign, also for business 
reasons. 

If any ex-Gordon living in Aberdeen has some 
spare time and is will ing to pass on to the junior 
citizens the benefit of their army experience, the 
Bn. Commander would like to meet ypu. 

KINCORTH PLATOON 
We started our winter session on 23rd Septem

ber, 1970, and soon afterwards we acquired the 
services of S.l. G. Adams from the Royal Engineers 
T roop. He had only been with us three weeks 
when we lost our Platoon Commander, Lt A. T. 
Bruce who has been moved to Dundee in the 
course of his employment. S.l. Adams was then 
appointed Platoon Commander. 

We have had two very successful Battalion 
Week-Ends at the new Tra ining Centre at Peterhead 
-one in November and one in December. Over 
the two week-ends we had a tota l of 12 boys at
tending, some at both. 

We are eagerly looking forward to the future 
tra;ning week-ends, and also to the Cert. " A" Part 
I and II exams in the Spring. We wil l have only one 
cadet going forward to the Part II exam as we have 
lost a few of our older lads. However, we expect 
to have quite a few passes in the Part I exam, the 
biggest drawback being the lack of boys over 14 
years, the age required to take the test. We have 
also acquired a number of recru its and a dozen un:
forms for more advanced lads. 

On several occas:ons Mrs. Adams has baked 
cakes and made sandwiches and came to the hut 
to serve us with a canteen and this is very much 
appreciated. 

S. l. Adams has also enl isted the services of his 
younger brother, Bob, who is to become the 21C 
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of the platoon once his enlistment papers are 
approved. 

The sale of poppies for Remembrance Sunday 
went very well indeed, the Battalion as a whole 
sold around 4,500 poppies, our Platoon was well 
represented in this effort by Cadets Lumsden, 
Lamont, E. Reaper, Davies, Milne and Hilton, the 
last two selling 400 between them. 

Early in December we had a Sunday trek up 
Glen Muick in a combined effort with members of 
the R.E. T roop. We were represented by seven 
cadets, led by S. l. Adams. Also present were S.l. 
Adams' 61year-old father and 4-year-old son David. 
They both flagged a bit on the climb, but finished 
as strongly as any of us. We enjoyed the scenery 
and also saw plenty of deer, a few mountain hares 
and a couple of eagles. 

On December 23rd we had Kincorth Platoons 
first Xmas Party at our hut. S. l. Adams and Mrs. 
Adams, assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Adams, Sen., put 
in a lot of hard work baking, cooking, setting up 
the hut and serving the meal, and we certainly 
wish to record our thanks here. We·, in turn, pre
sented our Platoon Commander with a box of 
cigars. 

On our return from the Xmas break we dis
covered that our Platoon Commander had been on 
the "scrounge" again and had come up with a set 
of parallel bars from somewhere or other and had 
received a set of dominoes and darts as donations 
tc the Platoon, so we wi ll have livelier games nights 
on Fridays now. 

The days are beginning to grow longer now 
that we are into the new year, and we are all look
ing forward to those light nights when we can get 
out into the field for our training and camping 
week-ends. 

2nd (ABERDEENSHIRE) CADET BATTALION 
TEL EL KEBIR PLATOON (BUCKSBURN) 

For some reasons or other certain members 
of the Platoon always seem to be in the limelight, 
in our case it is the name Masson. At the beg inning 
of the Training Year he was Cadet Sgt D. Masson. 
He took his place in the team that represented the 
Area at Sisley. He was one of our boxing team 
and did extremely well, and to finish off, he was 
promoted Cadet R.S.M. for the Area, a great ach
ievement, both for him and his leaders. 

Three of our sen ior cadets attended a course 
at Frimley Park in July and did very well, namely 
Cpl Kane, Cpl Allan and LCpl McDonald, the latter 
has since enlisted in the Regular Army and is now 
Guardsman McDonald. 

In the Lyon Cup Competition we were placed 
second and in the Boxing came in third , the fol
lowing were our Boxers- RSM Masson, Cpl Kane, 
LCpl Robertson, Cdts Snow, Anderson, McKenzie, 
Watson, Greig, Pouch and the twin Hendersons. At 
the time of going to press two of our seniors are 
undergoing strenuous exercises on a P. and R.T. 
Course at York, i.e. Cpl. Allan and LCpl Robertson. 

LADYSMITH PLATOON (INVERURIE) 
We can rightly c laim to be the sporting cham

pions of th is Training Year, with a first in both the 
Swimming and the Lyon Cup, fourth in the Boxing 
and with only the Wapinschaw to come. This is 
certainly our year. We also have LCpl Holgate and 
Cdt Massie recently back from York after attending 

a P. and R. T . Course, both fu ll of ideas for indoor 
sports. Our PI Cmdr also had the distinction of 
being selected as a member o f the Directing Staff 
at Frimley Park when the Cadet NCO's Course was 
held last July. 

WATERLOO PLATOON (HUNTLY) 
Once again our two stalwarts were on the win

ning streak, LCpl McKay and Cdt Chree gaining 
first place in the Diving and the breast stroke res
pectively. We are very proud of them. Our strength 
has taken a sudden rise in the past few months 
and there are sti ll more young lads of 12 years 
waiting to come in. This may be the chance we 
have been waiting for to stake our claim for a new 
hut. 

SERINGAPATAM PLATOON (STRICHEN) 
We did ment ion in our last notes that Sgt D. 

Murray was leaving for the Regu lar Army. He has 
since been home on leave looking every inch a 
Guardsman and thoroughly enjoying it. We wish 
him well. 

Cdt Mathieson has iust retu rned from York after 
attending a P. and R.T. Course and we expect the 
hut will soon echo to the sound of creaking joints. 
The following represented the PI in the recent 
Boxing Championships and put up a good show:
Sgt Wilson, LCpl Ramsay, LCpl Philip, Cdts Scott 
and Murray. 

RHINE PLATOON (FRASERBURGH) 
Our main top:c at the moment is when will our 

PI Commander do the vanish ing trick. The floor of 
the office is riddled with dam p rot and each time 
he moves his chair the legs go stra ight th rough 
the floor. We dare not stamp our feet when enter
ing the office, just in case. 

We lost our 21C recently when he . left for 
reasons known to himself. This leaves our PI 
Cmdr on his own once again but with help from 
the Bn Cmdr and the Training Officer, he w il l .pet 
by. 

Our PI gained third place in the swimming 
championships which was very good considering 
we only had four boys entered. 

SOMME PLATOON (PETERHEAD ) 
We are firmly based in what is known as the 

Cadet Training Centre, the alterations that were 
made to the Drill Hall have given us the use of a 
first-class lecture room and armoury. At the same 
time, we are also seeing adults and cadets from 
other Bns who are arriving nearly every week-end 
for various training and we do not feel so much 
out on a limb as we were previously. 

Our numbers are building up, and five from the 
PI took part in the Boxing Championships. We did 
not all win, but we certainly made our mark. We also 
took part in the Lyon Cup and the Basketball com
petition and again did very well, and let nobody 
down. 

MARNE PLATOON (ELGIN) 
As in our previous notes, we are still between 

the devil and the deep blue sea. Our numbers are 
small and we can get our marching orders from 
our accommodation at any time. 

Cadet GSM J. Middler has now joined his brother 
as an adult Sergeant Instructor, but prior to being 
promoted he and Cpl Robb both represented the 
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Area at Sisley and did extremely well. Cpl Robb 
also attended the Cadet NCO's Course at Frimley 
Park and a Cookery Course at Aldershot, gaining 
his Cert ificate ''T" for the latter. He was also ou r 
sole representative in the swimming and boxing 
championships. 

We said goodbye to our ex-PI Commander. Sl 
J. Bruce, who unfortunately had to resign for health 
reasons. We wish him the very b est and hope his 
health wil l soon be back to normal. 

KANDAHAR PLATOON (TURRIFF) 
We were sorry to say cheerio to LCpl Wright 

who has le·ft for the Regular Army. Up to the pres
ent, we have not done too well on the sporting side, 
the main reason being, of course, our lads are in 
the very young age group, 13 and 14, and a bit 
small for most sports, another reason being our 
Pl. Cmdr. has been on the sick list. 

We are now actively recruiting to get our num
bers up for camp. 

WHO? WHERE? WHEN? 

(1) 

(3) 

(5) 

(2) 

(4) 

FOR ANSWERS SEE 

PAGE 59 



56 TIGER AND SPHINX 

(6) 

OBITUARIES 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL W. R. BERTRAM 
Lieutenant Colonel Will iam Robert Bertram. At 

Marazion, Cornwall , aged 81 . Late 8th Canadian 
Infantry Battalion, and General Staff, 2nd Canad ian 
Division; served in Gordon Highlanders, 1907-11 , 
then relinquished commission and went to Canada; 
served in 1914·18 war, and Mentioned in 
Despatches; CMG, 1919; DSO, 1917; holder of 
Belgian Croix de Guerre, and of French Croix de 
Guerre, with Palm. 

LATE PIPE-MAJOR GEORGE E. FOX 
The death occurred suddenly in the Royal 

Infirmary, Edinburgh, on 6th December, 1970. The 
funeral at Warriston Crematorium was well attended. 
A full obituary will be published in the next edition. 

LIEUTENANT R. G. TROTTER 
We have just heard of the trag ic death of Robin 

Trotter. A full obituary will be published in the next 
edition. 
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MAJOR JIM ELLIOTT 
If anyone had told Doctor Elliott how many 

people he had helped, he would never have 
bel ieved them, for that was the k ind of man he 
was. 

The news of his sudden death saddened many 
a heart throughout the Minden Garrison and else
where. Not only had a splendid doctor passed from 
our midst but muc h more, one upon whom we had 
come to look as a real friend . 

He was one of these rare personalities so gifted 
with a warm human sympathy such that you always 
felt the better from being in his presence. 

Jim practised the doctor's art with a skill , a 
gentleness and a dedication seldom surpassed. 
With remarkable sensitivity he knew so well the 
healing value of humour and encouragement. It 
was a high privilege to know him. We deeply 
regret that it was for so short a time that he was 
allowed to be among us, but we cherish the 
memory of an individual so richly blessed with the 
milk of human kindness, who won an abiding place 
in our affection. 

Jim was always unfailingly supported by his 
wife Helen and to her and the boys Doug las and 
David we send our affectionate good wishes, and 
hope that for them the coming days may be r ichly 
blessed. 

2LIEUT MARK HUGO CAMERON FRASER 
Hugo Fraser was commissioned into the Regi

ment on 19th December, 1969. He had already 
made his mark by being awarded the Queen 's 
Medal at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. 

He joined the 1st Battalion and D Company on 
12th January, 1970, and very quickly established 
himself by showing those qualities by which we 
will always remember him and which made him so 
liked and respected in such a short time. 

Hugo was essentially a happy person; although 
he could look pensive, he never looked gloomy nor 
downhearted. He was blessed with a sense of 
humour which enabled him, and those in contact 
with him, to find something amusing in almost every 
situation. 

He was kind and patient, never giving a cross 
word w ithout some human touch which took away 
any sting. 

He also had a quality rare in one so compara
tively young. He was completely imperturbable. No 
matter how harrass ing a situation, Hugo remained 
a centre of calm and, as such, an inspiration. 

It seems cruel that one with such promise 
should be taken from us so early; yet the deep 
impression he made stays with us as an example 
of what a young officer and platoon commander 
should strive to be. 

Pte DAVID GORDON BENZIE 
David Gordon Benzie came from Birtley in 

County Durham, an area noted for the characters 
which it produces. 

He was a quiet man of hidden depths and one 
who was always ready to take his share of what
ever task was going without complaint and to do 
it to the best of his ability. 

He joined the Battalion in Germany in July, 
1967, and after a spell with a Rifle Company he 
trained on a Signal Cadre in January and February, 
1969 and subsequently became a member of the 
Signal Platoon. 

He soon settled down to his new role and was 
developing into a first class Signaller when news 
of his death on Exercise Eternal Triang le shocked 
and saddened us all. The large attendance at his 
funeral was a tribute to a fine companion who has 
been much missed by all who had the chance of 
serv ing with him, and who will miss his charm and 
dry sense of humour so much. 

We extend our deep and heartfelt sympathy to 
his family in their grievous loss. 

THE LATE JAMES SMITH, M.M. 
Mr. James Smith, MM, Buckie, died in a horr ify

ing road accident on 2nd November, 1970, in wh ich 
his sister-in-law was also killed, and his wife and 
daughter seriously injured. 

He joined the TA in February, 1939, and was 
taken p.o.w. at St. Valery-en-Caux in 1940. Escaping 
near the German border, he returned to Northern 
France, but was arrested by the Vichy Police. Again 
escaping, he made his way to Marseilles, where 
he made contact with the Reverend Donald Caskie 
( later famous as the " Tartan Pimpernel " ). Un
fortunately Mr. Cask ie was not able to hel p him to 
get out of the country, as he was under close 
surveillance by the Gestapo at that time. Mr. Smith 
then joined the French Underground, who provided 
him with civil ian clothes, and false papers giving 
the identity of M. Jean Dubois. For a year, he 
ass isted in the escapes of Allied Airmen, in both 
"Vichy" and "occupied" France, but was betrayed 
to the Gestapo and firstly imprisoned in Fresnes 
Prison, where he spent three months in solitary 
confinement with only one meal per day. Later, he 
was taken to the Gestapo Headquarters at the 
Avenue Louise, Brussels, where he suffered daily 
beatings for three weeks. Despite this, he con
sistently refused to divulge the names of those who 
had been associated with him in the escapes of 
the airmen. In 1943 he was moved to a camp for 
political prisoners at Bochum, on the Ruhr, and 
finally to Untermassfeld where he was l iberated by 
General Patton's advanc ing army. For his outstand
ing work in France he was awarded the Military 
Medal: 

We offer our sympathy to his widow, and family, 
and to his brother, Capt Alex. Smith, Buckie (late 
of the 5/?th Gordons, and Gurkha Rifles) to whom 
we are indebted for the details of his brother's 
service in France. 

The Regiment was represented at Mr. Smith's 
funeral in Buckie by Lt Colonel Angus MacDonald, 
MC, TD. JP. 

GREENHILL-GARDYNE 
On Wednesday, February 10, 1971 , peacefully, 

at home, in her 86th year, Rache l, beloved wife of 
the late L•t.·Col. A. D. Greenhi ii-Gardyne, of Finavon, 
Forfar, Angus, and daughter of the late Charles 
Lethbridge. 
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BACK TO KENYA 
Jambo watu wote. Habari yako? 
Happy times always bear remembering and 

beautiful places re-visiting. There was last news of 
Kenya in the " Tiger and Sphinx" in June, 1967, 
when Ewan Gordon described his fortnight's visit 
from Aden. After seven years I at last found the 
opportunity of going back to the place where many 
of us in the Regiment spent two and a half exhila
rating years. My wife's parents still live in Kenya, 
growing 250 acres of tea at Kiambu, 20 miles north 
of Nairobi, and we made our base with them. 

The beauty of the country has not diminished. 
We had an idyllic week in a house on Casuarina 
Point, south of Malindi, surfing, goggling and big 
game fishing. Several sailfish eluded my rod and 
one tantalisingly jumped in the air, enorm.9us and 
graceful, before my eyes. Lawfords Hotel is now 
inundated by badly behaved package tourists, as is 
the Blue Marlin. The Sinbad Hotel has preserved 
most of its old distinction, but Malindi and other 
parts of the coast are overrun with Germans, 
Americans and some Italians. Throughout Kenya 
there are now areas monopolised by tourists. Little 
of it is to the good and prices have soared, with 
a<> much as 70% tax added to most articles. The 
prices of local souvenirs are excessive. But tour
ism is now the country's chief industry and the 
source of much of its revenue. To that end the 
huge national parks are well maintained, and many 
new luxury lodges have been built, as well as vast 
new hotels in Nairobi. The city now boasts, 
amongst many others, a Hilton and an Inter
Continental. However, I noticed disdainful looks at 
the non-British tourists from many of the African 
waiters who had been brought up in a more man
nerly age in "the old days". Kenya looks after her 
own, and residents are charged only 5s entrance 
fees to the parks, as against 20s for tourists. 

We motored north from the coast through Tsavo 
East, spending one night at the new Voi Safari 
Lodge - beautifully blended with the surrounding 
rocks and escarpment, but seemingly ignored by 
the local big game. However, the next day we saw 
elephant in profusion, covered in the thick red dust 
of Tsavo. Rain had fallen recently in Tsavo West 
on the road between Lugards Falls and Mzima 
Springs, and the elephant were oblivious of our 
presence as they ripped up the succulent grass. 
We holed the petrol tank, luckily just ouside Kila
guni Lodge, and there found prompt initiative from 
the petrol pump attendant who produced a bar of 
soap. With this as a plug, we drove to Nairobi, 
through the Mtito Andei gate and up the tarmac 
Mombasa road, now. complete but for a five-mile 
section south of Voi. 

Soon after Christmas, unencumbered by our 
" lotos," we drove north, down the escarpment, 
where three t1mes as many African children tried to 
sell vegetable and baby rabbits; we lunched at the 
Bell Inn, whose atmosphere is much spoiled. There 
are three new lodges and marinas on the lake. 
Naivasha ranges have fallen into disrepair and 
these we saw as we turned east to negotiate the 
road through the Aberdare National Park. We were 
stopped in two inches of mud by the only thunder
storm of the month and had to put on chains. The 
view from 10,500 feet is breathtaking, but the game 
was not about. However, the ranger at the gate 
gave us the smartest salute outside the British 

Army - and a huge smile to go with it . . . " It 
is Christmas Bwana - we must all be happy." We 
spent the night at Kiganjo Police Training College 
with David Hewson, the Commandant, and sen ior 
of ~he 12 remaining white policemen in the Kenya 
Pollee. Here survives the last remaining evidence 
of an efficient and once incorruptible force. The 
police are good, well ·re·Cru ited and well trained. 
Swahili is the official language of Kenya, by law, 
but the police still speak English, as Swahil i voca
bulary cannot cover the many legal terms in use. 
With each successive squad the· police recruits 
have hewn a 400 metre classification range from the 
hillsi~e. I met Inspector Kipchoge Keino, sen ior 
P.T. mstructor - modest, polite and quite evidently 
much admired. 

After lunch at the new Aberdare Country C lub 
- until recently the beautiful home of an old Kenya 
family, and now teeming with Japanese who bristle 
with every conceivable photographic device-we 
mo·tored north through Nanyuki ( Kongaita Ranges 
are still usable) through Timau lsiolo and into the 
Samburu Game Park. We spent the next two 
nights at one of the four self-service bandas, which 
are cheap and very comfortable. We pounded a 
little old Ford Anglia through d rifts and dongas, 
along dusty, rocky four-wheel-drive tracks, and saw 
elephant herds shepherding innumerable babies and 
playing in the Ewaso Nyiro river; gerenuk standing 
on hind legs 1o eat leaves f rom bushes; rhino, buffalo, 
crocodile, vervet monkeys (with babies slung 
around their stomachs) , and gazelle of every kind. 
We swam at dusk in the warm clear water of Buf
falo Springs, surrounded by water buck and bab
oons - and visited Archers Post (shades of Exer
cise Sharp Panga) changed only in its expansion 
from four corrugated iron shacks to eight! The 
road is much improved - tarmac as far as lsiolo 
and from there the great Add is Ababa Highway is 
under construction - a joint project though Ethi
opia has not yet begun its portion. Our journey 
south early in the morning allowed us three hours 
of uninterrupted view of Mou nt Kenya, bristling 
with snow covered crags. 

On January 1st, nursing a New Year's Eve 
hangover, we thundered south in a battered 
Peugeot, through Kajiado towards Arusha. At the 
Immigration and Customs control at Namanga we 
were greeted with the same insolent, gruff and 
childish behaviour that I had encountered on ar
rival at Embakazi. Having satisfied both Kenya 
Police and Tanzanian Customs of our impeccable 
credentials, we joined the tarmac once more. We 
holed up at the Safari Hotel, A rusha, still exuding 
its aura of film stars, white hunters and endless 
beers - and at last good service at a very reason
able price. 

Next morning we negotiated a twisting d irt 
road from 3,000ft. to 8,000ft. up Mt. Meru, with a 
ranger, and walked on up to 10,000ft, through 
forest to the crater. We gazed at the 12,000ft. ash 
cone-still active--and the 15,000ft. rock wall be
hind. Buffalo crashed about in the eerie stillness 
of larva rock and dead trees stood draped in fronds 
of "old man's beard." We returned past beautiful 
waterfalls and stupendous views of Mount Kiliman
jaro, to the new Momella Game Lodge - full of 
Germans. We drove round the Momella lakes, 
teeming with flamingo, spoonbil l, grebes, wild duck, 
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egret, pelican, hippo, and at the water's edge, timid 
warthog. Further south lies Ngurdoto Crater, six 
miles in d iameter and 1,000ft. deep. The road 
round the rim is not complete and one requ ires a 
powerfu l and well-sho9 car. Inviolate below graze 
herd upon herd of buffalo, e lephant, giraffe and 
rhino. The crater is so peaceful that one could 
sit for hours oblivious of anything but the timeless 
procession of nature. 

It was surprising that in the few remaining days 
I was able to squeeze in a visit to Gilgil and 
Nakuru - along a road I chiefly remember for ·the 
breakneck speed at which it had to be negotiated. 

Slim Camp has now cast off the G.S.U. Stock 
Theft Unit and is called Gilgil Barracks. It is the 
home of the 7th Bn Kenya Rifles. My arrival was 
unexpected, despite the assurances of a Colonel in 
the Ministry of Defence whom I visited in Nairobi. 
1 was a little surprised, after negotiating the com
plete picquet in the Guard Room, to be asked for 
my identity card by the C.O. in the anteroom of the 
Officers' Mess at coffee break! However, I was 
able to prove my innocence and was allowed to 
take photographs under the personal attentip n of 
the three years commissioned Adjutant. Some of 
these photographs appear to illustrate the changes. 
Buildings that survive are the Guard Room, M.R.S., 
old Officers' Mess (now Signals PI) , 14 PI's Edu
cation Centre, the Sgts' Mess, Miss Dixon's WVS 
Centre, the Junior Ranks canteen, cookhouse, B 
and D Coy. lines complete and the Abbey Theatre. 
The MT and OM's compound are almost exactly as 
we left them. The camp is smart and tidy, and 
there are several new buildings - a new Officers' 
Mess beyond the Sgts' Mess, new Coy offi ce blocks 
and a new orderly room block where once the 
single officers' Twynham huts stood. Had the old 
orderly room block sti ll existed, I might have felt 
even greater pangs of nostalgia as I recalled the 
many fru itful hours of ruminations I spent on the 
verandah outside the Adjutant's office. 

As Ewan Gordon reported, Mr. Englebrecht has 
left the Shell garage but the stuttering Hindi clerk is 
still there and even remembered the registration 
number of my old Peugeot car. He told me that 
times are very bad, and though he had the courage 
to allow cred it to immpecunious Gordons subal
terns, that privilege has been withdrawn even from 
the African C.O. of 7 Kenya Rifles. 

Mr. Tapoo, the contractor, is dejected. He gave 
me a cup of memorable char like which his 

little change, .. B .. and " D' ' Company lines and ermoury 
still Intact. · 

wallahs used to ply round the camp. Since we left, 
he said he had lost £30,000 in bad debts to 
Africans and paid £50,000 in tax. His business is 
ruined and all that bears him up is " great white 
certificate from Major Duncan-Sahib to find em
ployment with British Government", a true trader
! advised h im to set up business at the Fort when 
he emigrates in July. The White Heather Club is 
a farmhouse. The Devonshire Store and Chez 
Yvonne still operate though feebly. Barclay' s 
D.C.O. is c losed . The quarters are occupied by 
African mi litary famil ies. The N.A.A.F.I. is a 
secondary school. 

Nakuru has not changed. At Lanet Downie's 
and Feechan's rondavels at the Lodge still stand 
though the swimming pool is covered in muck. 
Mac Stephen 's (later John Durbin 's) house is oc
cupied though overgrown. Bougainvillia still grows 
down the dual carriageway, and the Rift Valley 
Sports Club is spick and span. Entrance to the bird 
sanctuary is 30s a head and 10s a car. Lion Hill 
ranges are well kept up. T he Armed Forces Training 
School is at 11 KAR's barracks at Lanet. The 
diatomite works near the Kariandusi Prehistoric 
sti ll functions. The Church of Goodwill is beauti
fully kept up, as is- Bill Wright's Garrison Church in 
Gilgil. The Flying Club at Lane! is still there, but 
I could not discover if i t was used. 

What " bad tastes" are there? An hour to cash 
a c heque in a bank; 45 minutes to cal l the tele
phone exchange; a fine of 30s for not sign ing one's 
driving licence; childishly spiteful treatment from 
those in minor authority; the inflat ionary effect in
duced by tourists. There is a fee ling of frustration 
amongst many old settlers due to the impossib ili ty 
o: obtain ing spares for much o f their mach inery, or 
any form of efficient service from Nai robi fi rms. We 
were told that Kenya lacks honest supervision in 
many fields. 

What else? So many memories - so many 
names and places flash past. Who looks back to 
our days in Kenya and remembers a bad one? 
Does anyone remember the ti cks, endless foot
burn ing miles of N.F.D. bone-chilling nights on 
exercise, mud, camp improvement, " Nai robi Eyes," 
Eastleigh out-of-bounds areas, or rock at two feet 
down? 

We covered 3,000 miles in the month and began 
to feel that we would never tear ourselves away. 
The pace and dimension of Kenya are irresistible 
- " miles and miles of B.A." We left Britain during 
the power cuts and came back to a posta l strike. 
At least there's none of that in Kenya. 

A.M.C. 

ANSWERS WHO? WHERE? WHEN? 
1- Major G. R. MacNab's Gibbon d isembarking 

with 2nd Bn at Southampton, September, 1914. 
Subsequently banished to Dublin Zoo for 
'biting. 

2- 2nd Battalion, Selarang Barracks, Changi, 
1938. Farewell parade of Lt Col G. T. Burney, 
M.C., 2nd in Oommand Major W. J. Graham, 
M.C. , Adjutant Major P. D. Barry. 

3-0fficers 8th/ 10th Bn, France, July, 1917. Any 
names please? 

4-Not known. Somewhere East of Suez? 
5---JReoruit Squad circa 1939/ 40. Squad Opl A. 

Michie later RSM 2nd Bn 1947. 
6-1 st Battalion Landi Kotal 1929 or 30. 
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THE DOLOMITES IN GENERAL THE FOUR DAY WALK 
Climbing the Dolomites can be hard, oangerous 

and fun, depend:ng on the people you a re climbing 
with . The party I was climbing with had more than 
covered all 1hree of the above words. 

Most of the climbing was done up the Gardina 
Pass which I thought was very interesting, although 
they were small c limbs they were more difficult 
than some of the long climbs. Not only that what 
kept you going was the stream of dead bodies lying 
all over the place. 

One of the long climbs I did with Nina, our 
Guide, Lt Taitt and a fe.w other Jocks, was the 
Marmolada which is the highest mountain in Italy. 
I liked the Marmolada because one minute you 
were c limbing snow and ice and the next ypu were 
climbing rocks. 

Another good climb we did was Clark's route 
which was on the right of Gardina Pass. What put 
me off that climb was halfway up the rock there 
was a plaque where somebody had fallen off. I 
think the luckiest of all the climbers was Sgt James 
because when he ran out of slings he always had 
his moustache to tie himself on with . 

At night this so-called jet set used t<;> line us 
up with girls which somet imes made the night life 
more interesting ~han the day. 

6 GOOD REASONS 
FOR CHOOSING 

DEE MOTEL 
1. You can d ine, wine and dance to 

Alexander Sutherland and his Band every 

week-end. 

2. There is a splendid selection of wines, 

spi r its and beers. 

3 . There are modern saloon and lounge 

bars. 

4 . Always excellent food and plenty of it. 

5 . No parking problems. 

6 . All types of functions catered for. Ask for 
brochure. 

DEE MOTEL, BRIDGE OF DEE, 
ABERDEEN TEL. 38622 

We started our four day walk in the Gardina 
Pass in Corvara. We went up the pass. It was a 
hard climb but we managed to reach the first 
Refugio which was the Pizza Dole. We had already 
been there before and the owner was very pleased 
to see us again, as were his four daughters. We 
stayed for dinner before moving off again. We started 
out even further up the mountain until we reached 
the Refugio where we were to spend the night. There 
were patches of snow around and Lt Taitt decided 
to camp on the snow. After a good night's rest we 
moved out again, this time along the top and down. 
We arrived at the bottom and waited for the PRI 
bus to come and -resupply us with more rations. 
After they supplied us we set off again ,for our next 
camp site which was next to a big dam at the 
bottom of the nighest mountain in the Dolomites
the Mar.molada. We camped !·here for the night 
an<! in the morn ing had the hardest part of the 
walk. We had to climb up -and over the Marmolada 
which was 3,340 metres high. After about a third 
of the way up Ptes McKeown and Le-ye went back 
down and around the easy way. The rest of us 
carried on up to the top, over and down the other 
side, only to find we had to go up and over 
anoth er small mountain. We finally reached our 
final camp site and after a good night's sleep we 
were all glad to see the PRI bus and back to 
Corvara. 

We' II make it 
hot for you 
and then we'll air-condition it; sort 
out the plumbing, organise the 
drains and finally, light the whole 
thing up just as bright as bright. 
Offices, houses, hotels, factor ies, distil
leries, farms. We've got unec1ualled 
experience in all of these, right from 
orig inal design to complete ali-in instal
lations. Get in touch with one of our 
7 offices throughout Scotland. 

® 
I I l Parkinson ltd 
HEATING, SANITARY, AIR CONDITIONING 
& ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

53-67 WHITEHALL ROAD, ABERDEEN 
Tel. 54851 

Also at Edinburgh , Glasgow , Perth, 
Fraserburgh, Elgin and Inverness. 



NEW FORD CARS-USED CARS. NEW FORD 
TRUCKS & VANS. USED TRUCKS & VANS. For 
the biggest and best cho:ce in the North and 
North East of Scotland it must 
be Cordiners. 

MACE 
,. ·--

--- -- ·- -·- . -

WHOLESALERS 
for the 

NORTH-EAST of SCOTLAND 
Agents for 

JOSEPH RANK LTD. 

CALEDO"'liA FLOUR MILLS, LEITH 

A. R. GRAY 
LIMITED 

P.O. Box No. 33, BROADFOLD ROAD, 

BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN 
Telephone 

40311 (5 l ines) 

AB9 885 
Telegrams: 

'Gray. Aberdeen" 

HARBOUR ROAD. INVERNESS. 
Tel. 35843. 
Main Depot- MENZIES ROAD. 
ABERDEEN. Tel. 52206. 
STATION GARAGE. Rennie's 
Wynd. ABERDEEN. Tel. 24331 . 
Bridge Road, BANFF Tel. 2673. 
High Street. BUCKlE Tel 2321 . 

Dry Cleaned Clothes

* look smarter 

* last longer 
when dry cleaned by-

CLAREMONT 
T HE CLEANERS 

40 CLAREMONT STREET 
and 

450 UNION ST. ST. NICHOLAS ST. 
27 ROSEMOUNT VIADUCT 

122 KING STREET 343 GEORGE STREET 
197 ROSEMOUNT PLACE 

THE SQUARE, CULTS 
and our new 

DRIVE·II"' CLEANING CENTRE 
at 207 Union Grove 

Telephone 52255 

Also the 
CLAREMONT CLEANING SERVICE 

at 105 Victoria Road, Torry 
(Tel. 20532) 

for COIN-UP LAUNDRY. DRY 
CLEANING and LAUNDRY. 

Published by Northern Publishers (Aberdeen\ ltd . 11 Albvn Te~a~~ Aberdeen. and Pr,nted by George Outram & Co. ltd. Aberdeen. 



THINIWIDIA 
IN BAN lNG 

Although the earliest recorded activity of any of the founder 
hanks of Williams & Glyn's was over 300 years ago, this is the bank of the 

future. Because this is the bank you might have thought of yourself. 
T his is the bank where the customer genuinely does come first. This is the 

bank where, with an eye to good business and not just an image, 
we have rebuilt our service around people's experience of banking with us. 

And over 3 00 yea rs is a very good foundation. 
Williams & Glyn's Bank Limited offer all the services you expect of a 

good bank - and some you haven't even thought of yet. 
For the private customer it provides the kind of swift, efficient 

and friendly service that somehow seems to have become a casualty 
of the computer age. 

T his, we know, is what you want a bank to be. 
That's why wc'Yc formed it. 

=-== = 

Ill 
111 

~~ 
,.~ 
A member of the 
Natoonal and Commercoal Bankong Group 

Holts branch. Kirkland House. Whitehall. London. S.W.1. Tel · 01 ·930 1701 

0 
0 

A rmy and R .A.F. Agents 
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