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-The family spirit is still the same 

Come and see it made We'd like to show you 
how we have been distilling our exclusive Glenfiddich pure malt 
whisky for the past eighty odd years. We arc the 
descendants ot the first William Grant who in lHR<1 built 
with his seven sons the Glcnfiddich di:>tillcry at Dutftown. 
Two of his sons, Alex, with the dog, and Charles, second 
from the left, appear in this old photograp_h. 

Grant's i:>, above all, an independent tamily com p;.11W; 

it 1s fam!lv owned and managed, and the family spirit 
extends to the distillerv workers, manv of whom arc the 
descendants of the original men and women who \n>rked 
at Glcnfiddich eightv vears ago. 

Eighty odd years have brought a few changes ot course. 
Today the business has grown to include not onh 
GienUddich and its sister malt distillerv, Balvenic, but 
also the world's most modern grain distillerv, Gin·an, in the 
Burns country, and the Lowland malt Jistillcrv, Ladvhurn. 

Whv not ring Dutftown 37'1 next time vou arc in the 
distnct and we will show you some of the secrets . just some 

GLW~IOOIC" 
VI~T """"' Q ( -+-
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It is with the greatest sorrow 

we have to report 

the death of 

lieutenant Colonel 
George Richard Elsmie O.B.E. 

SUDDENLY AT WRIGHTINGTON HOSPITAL, 

WIGAN, LANCS., 

ON 10th MARCH, 1973 
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1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERs-SENIOR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ' CADRE-15th OCTOBER to 10th NOVEMBER, 1972 
Cpl 1. Burnett, Cpl B. Moir, Cpl B . Gibson, Cpl G. Christie, Sgt A. Henderson, Sgt J . Proctor, Sgt R. Stronach, Cpl B. Knowles, Sgt J. Morrison, Cpl 1. Burnett, Cpl 
J. Milton, Cpl R. Cole, Cpl A. Grand, Cpl I. Allan, Sgt J . Innes, Cpl T. Beattie, Cpl J. Martin, Cpl R. Alexander, Cpl H. Sutherland, Cpl B. Duncan , Sgt J. Topping, 
Cpl J. Adams, Sgt L. Green, SSgt D. Green , Lt J. G. Kerr, Cpl C. Dent, Mal N. F. M. Oxley, Cpl A. Martin, CSM W. Fraser, Sgt A. McKinnon, Sgt G. Campbell. 
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EDITORIAL NOTICES 
REGIMENTAL HISTORY 

Volume Ill of The Life of a <Regiment has been 
reprinted and is available for purchase from RHQ 
at £3.20 per oopy. 

Volume VI covering the period from 1945 to the 
present day is about to go ·into production. If 
anyone has a historical photograph germane to this 
period that could be used as an ~illustration ·in the 
book, RHQ would be very grateful for a sight of it. 

Volumes for sale from RHQ a;e as under:
Vols. I & II (shop soiled) £1 .10 
Vol. Ill £3.20 
Vol. IV £2.00 
Vol. V £2.25 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDITOR 
Notes .for publication in the Tiger & Sphinx 

should be in the Editor's hands by 15th January and 
1st July for the ·respective <issues. The 1st Feb
ruary and 15th August are absolutely the deadl ine 
dates otherwise the whole publication is held up. 
The target dates are printed on page one of each 
issue 

STAFF CAP BADGES 
We have a rranged for fhe production of new 

Staff Cap Badges, these should be available from 
RHQ at the end of March. They are up to the· stan
dard in form of pre-war Badges and thickly silver 
plated. They will cost under £2 each. 

SCOTTISH DIVISIONAL BROCHURE 
The Scottish \Division ·is bringing out a coloured 

<Brochure ·incorporating all Regiments ·in the Scot
tish Division. This is being published by Mac
Millans and gives a short history of all Regiments 
with ·illustrations. It will be available for purchase 
in April and can be obtained from RHQ price 40p. 

REGIMEN•TAL SHORT HISTORY AND POST CARDS 
HHQ have a very attractive Short History avail

able in pamphle·t form price 15p. 
There are also a selection of Regimental Post 

Cards available, these depict Gordons and Greys 
at Waterloo, Raising of the Regiment, Wellington at 
Quatre Bras, Meeting of 1he two Battalions in South 
Africa. These cost 3p ea·ch and a discount of 20% 
for all orders of over 100. 

REGIMENTAL CHRIST•MAS CARDS 
The Regimental Christmas Card this year will 

be ·in the same form as last year, the subject is 
Orlando Norrie's painting of the 2nd -Battalion in 
Aldershot in 1897. In view of rising pnces the 
pr·ice will probably be 10p each. 

GOLF 
HI·GHLAND BRIGADE AUTUM.N MEETING, 1972 

Tihis was held at Gleneagles during the Highland 
Division week-end on 28th and 29th September. 
We had a strong entry numerically and in spite of 
the usual frustrations a good time was had by all. 

Results:- Gleneagles Cup - Stableford Four
somes: 
1st Queen's Own Highlanders 
2nd A and SH 
3rd Gordons 

Stable•ford Singles ·on Handicap:-

107 points 
90 points 
82 points 

Equal 3rd--John Leckie 31 points 
Reggie •Hunter Blair 30 points 

HIGHLAND BRIGADE SPRING MEETING 1973 
This will be played over the Gullane and 

Luffness .Courses on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
16, 17, 18 May. Accommodation. has been booked 

at Greywalls, Gullane, for the nights of 16th and 
17th. Those wishing to play and require accom
modation please let RHQ know-soonest. Circulars 
will follow. 

GOLF 
The Autumn Meeting was held at Aboyne on 

23rd October. olt was a fine· day with a very strong 
wind. There was a field of thirty-two, half of whom 
came from the Battalion at Fort George. Barney 
Dawson by uplifting as many prizes as he was 
allowed, proved that practice pays off. 

Results:- Note: No one may win more than one 
prize (Rule 3 (a) GHGS). 
Medal Scratch - M. '8. rN. Mclean, 80 (41 +39). 
Medal Scratch, Gordon Highlanders Capt W. 

Dawson, 80 (39+41 ). 
Medal •Handicap, Pot of the North - CSM W. 

Richardson, 92-24=68. 
Stableford - Capt W. Dawson (10), 36! points. 
Stable1ord Foursomes - 1st Major Van der Noot 

and Captain Kennedy, 28! points: 2nd Messrs. 
Strachan and Lamb, 27! points. 

Officers v. Sergeants foursomes on handicap for 
the Brown Bowl. Officers won by two matches to 
one. 

CURLING 
On Friday , 17th November, 1972, the first leg of 

the match between the Highland and Lowland 
Brigades was played at the Haymarket Rink, E·din
burgh. 

The•re were four regimental rinks including one 
from the Highland .Light Infantry and three mixed 
rinks curling for the Highland Brigade, who ended 
up with a 22 shot lead. Our regimental rink, 
skipped by Colonel Frank Moffat, defeated the 
Cameronians by eleven shots to seven, whilst a 
mixed rink skipped by Jimmy Greenshields of the 
H•L!I and including our extra players, swept their way 
to victory by fifteen shots to one. Our representa
tives were·:- Moffat, Robertson, Mcisaac, Murray, 
Durbin, Young and Morrison. 

EDINBURGH DINNER 
A very successful Dinner was held in the North 

British Hotel on 23rd February. 
The Colonel of the !Regiment presided and 

•Regiment·al Guests were Brigadier A. 0. L. Lithgow 
and, we hope future Brigadier, William Wallace, 
Esquire. There were also a number of private 
guests, H <is regretted that the list ·is not complete 
but the cleaners cleared away the master list. 

Officers attending were:-
General Sir George Gordon Lennox. 
Brigadier T.he Lord Salerno. 
Colonel C. 1M. Usher. 
Reverends l•an Dunlop, W. G. A. Wright, J. 

Monaghan, R. Liddell, H. M. •Lopdeii-Bradshaw. 
Lieutenant Colonels H. I. Bradshaw, R. Banner

man, D. Polson-Hall, C. F. Irvine, R. G. Lees, J. R. 
R. Mcisaac, F. J. C. Moffat, R. W. Petrie, J. 
Shankley, A. Selbie. 

Majors T. Adam, J. T. Durbin, G. C. Forbes, 
R. MeG. Goddard, E. F. Gordon, H. H. Gardiner, 
C. J. D. Gordon-Steward, K. J. Irvine, C. R. D'l. 
·Kenworthy, W. Leslie, I. D. Martineau, T. Montieth , 
G. Morrison, R A. Nickson, R. Ogilvie. 

Captains oW. Smith Grant, A. Heffren, R. M. 
Kinghorn, A. G. Kennedy, D. M. Napier, C. A . 
.Patterson, K. J . Peters, G. H. Peebles, A. N. Smith, 
H. Usher, D. H. White. 

Messrs. R. S. Hunter-Blair, Sir Neis Ramsay.' 



We don't 
give you 

medals for 
saving-

justmoney 
There's one sure way to make money. Save ! Because 
what you save not only mounts up, but eams more money 
in the form of interest. 

To make it easy for you, H .M . Forces Savings gives 
you a wide choice of different ways to save through 
National Savings. You can save short term or long term. 
A little or a lot. But whichever method you choose, your 
money is roo% safe. 
Nationa l Savin~rs Bank 
Ordiuary Accowiis pay 3~0{, a year, the fi rst £ 21 of 
interest being free of U.K . income tax. Investment 
Accotmls pay 7!-% interest , which is liable to income tax, 
but you need £so in your ordinary account to start it off. 
Nationa l Savings Cer t ifica tes 
Each £ r unit becomes£ r .2 5 in only four years. You make 
a 25% guaranteed tax- free profit . 
Save As You Earn 
Big tax-free bonuses add £ 2 to every £5 you save. SA YE 
means what it says; with di rect deductions from your 
service pay you scarcely notice you' re saving. 
Prem ium Sav ings Bonds 
£3,50o,ooo in cash prizes paid out every month. You 
could end up £ so,ooo richer. 
7% British Savings Bonds 
With 3°{, tax- free bonus the ideal investment for mess 
funds. 
Ask y our Srrvings 0 Jlicer/ Pa_y 0 f!ice for fitrther details or 
1vrite to: The Secretary, H .M. Forces Savings Committee, 
BlockB, Government Buildings, London Rd., Stanmore, 
Middlesex, HA 7 4PX. 
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PERSONS AND PLACES 
Three hectic months were spent in preparations 

for the Regimental Ball in October. At long last 
peace reigns; at one time the noise in RHQ was 
deafening, a hideous cacophany caused by the 
swishing of countless yards of tulle and the clicking 
of innumerable pairs of heels as couples practised 
the Military Two Step under the eagle, eye of the 
G 3 Dancing (retired) not to mention the barrack 
square noises as saluting and stick drill also re
ceived attention. Anyway, all went well. Several 
hundreds attended, including many friends fr·om the 
South, and <it is reported that a good time was had 
by all. 

Congratulations to Hosemary and Hichard Ord 
on a son and heir and also to Martin Cruickshank 
who after several perilous expeditions to interior 
parts of the Africa Continent has been elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society; this to 
all here is a great relief as there were grave doubts 
as to the durability of the RO Ill's water bottle 
which had been loaned for a Sahara Sortie. 

It is rumoured that Brian Hay has staked a claim 
not far from the Cultybraggan training area and 
"B" echelon will shortly be moving from Devon. 

Mrs. Mary Shield paid a welcome visit ~n early 
October. There are few pre-war officers that would 
not be recognised by her and whom she remembers 
well from her days as secretary to Sir ian Hamilton. 

Other visitors have included Derek Napier who 
has returned to the fold after three· years in the 
Australian Army. His services included a tour ~n 
Vietnam which has left its mark in that he now 
sports a Fu Manchu mouser. 

Charlie Colquhoun was visited by the RO II 
who has just returned from a Far East visit to 
Singapore and Borneo. Charlie is 'in good heart 
and hopes to be home in Aberdeen this summer. 

All our good wishes and thoughts are with the 
1st Battalion who will be in Belfast for a four month 
tour starting at the end of February. En passant, 
any books for them will be welcome - collection 
point, RHO. 

Mr. Thomas Townshend Cook, ex-2nd Bn., 
celebrated his 100th birthday on 11th November, 
1972. 

Mr. Cook joined the 2nd IBn in 1890, and after 
six years service went on reserve, from which he 
was recalled to the Boer War. He served in the 
1st Bn , and was awarded the Queen's South Africa 
Medal, with Clasps for "Paardeberg" and "Cape 
Colony" . 

On his discharge, he rejoined the staff of Har
rods, retiring in 1942, and movin~ with his wife to 
Castle Street, Woodbr-idge, Suffolk, where. he still 
resides. Mrs. Cook died last year, aged 95, and 
they had been married for 73 years. His birthday 
was marked by a telegram from H.M. The Queen, 
and a gift o·f a Scots £100 note (they are not printed 
in Enqland) from Sir Hugh Frase.r, chairman of 
Harrods. Amongst his guests were his six children, 
numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
and his 95-year-old brother. Another brother, in 
South America, is 90. 

Mr. Cook told reporters that he has never had a 
serious i llness in his life, and he .reckons he is good 
for another ten years. 

We offer our sincere congratulations to this 
grand old man, now the Doyen of the Regiment, on 
this most auspicious occasion. 

One hundred years young. 

Our photograph on Page 9 shows 2873958 ex
Cpl "Soup" Rennie, of Craigdam Cottage, Tarves, 
as standard bearer of his local branch of the Roya l 
British Legion. 

"Soup", who joined the Regiment in 1928 at 
Castlehill , served for a short period with the 2nd 
Bn at Ballykinlar, later joining the 1st Bn at Land i 
Kotal. He went with the Battalion to Palestine in 
1933, and returned with them to Edinburgh Castle, 
going on reserve from there in 1935. 

The following year, 1936, he was recalled from 
reserve and joined the West Yorks in Palestine, on 
active service against terrorist gangs. Return ing 
home, he was again recalled from reserve , this time 
joining our 1st Bn, and serving in the BEF. He 
was taken POW at St. Valery-en-Caux, finally being 
d :scharged in 1945, on his repatriation. 

He holds the 1908/ 35 India General Service 
Medal, with "NW Frontier" Clasp, and the General 
Service Medal, with "Palestine 1936" clasp - a 
most unusual double· for any Gordon Highlander 
serving at that time. In addition, he was awarded 
the 1939/45 Star and the War Medal fo r service 
with the BEF. 

A very active member of the Royal Brit ish 
Legion, he has been standard bearer for his branch 
for some years, and has won many competitions for 
drill and deportment in th is field. 

He is presently employed as a baker's rounds
man in the Tarves area, and maintains a very keen 
interest in all matters pertaining to his old Regi
ment, of which he is very proud. 
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" Soup" Rennie . 
(By courtesy of Aberdeen Journals Ltd.) 

Mr. HUBERT CHARLES CARTER, 
43 Sunnyside Road, Aberdeen. 

On 26th September, ex-Band Sergeant Carter 
was given a 92nd birthday party in RHO. 

Mr. Carter, an orphan, was educated at the 
Gordon Boys' Orphanage, Dover. He joined the 
Regiment, at Taunton, on 4th September, 1900. He 
was too young for the Boer War, then in progress, 
and served in Aldershot, Glasgow, Portsmouth and 
Cork, with the Military Band of the 1st Bn, till he 
went on the reserve in 1907. At the outbreak of 
war in 1914 he was recalled and was posted to 
Castlehill, where a band, consisting of -details of 
\'he 1st and 2nd Bns. was formed under Colonel 
Bethune. This band performed invaluable service 
to the recruiting effort in the 1st World War, in the 
Regi mental area. For a time Mr. Carter was at· 
tached to the 3rd Bn, serving under Lt. Col. The 
Lord Burgh and Major (later Lt. Col.) J. 0 . Forbes 
of Corse. 

On h is final discharge from the Regular Army in 
1919, Mr. Carter took up an appointment at King's 
College, Old Aberdeen. retiring as senior sacrist 
in 1946. In this capacity he was known and rres· 
peeled by generations of students passing through 
University and the Senior Division OTC. He acted 
as Bandmaster with the British Legion Band for 
e-ight years. Amonq his proudest possessions ·is a 
rece-nt copy of the Reqimental History, autographed 
by General Sir rBrian .Horrocks and the author, as 
well as by Gordon Officers, past and present. 

GOLDEN WEDDING 

On 12th February, 1923, at St. Margaret, Church, 
Aberdeen, Captain Harry Wright, MBE, MC, The 
Gordon Highlanders, to Miss Mar-garet Laird. 

Congratulations, best wishes and many happy 
returns to Harry and Margaret from all members of 
the Regiment. 

BACKWARD GLANCES 
MAJUBA 

The following letter, written by Major (later 
Major General) J. C. Hay to his brother, was sent 
to us by his great-niece, Miss Nancy Hay:-

My Dear Bob, 

Mount Prospect, 
4th March, '81. 

I am getting on all r ight, but can't sit up so you 
must excuse the scrawl. You see we have been the 
vict:ms of another of Colley's rash enterprises. 

We left camp about 10 o'clock on the 27th to 
occupy a position, which turned the flank. He 
started with seven companies of infantry and some 
Blue Jackets, but he droppe-d three companies on 
the road, so that when we got to the top of the h ill 
we were to occupy, we had only 330 men of all 
ranks and not a round of reserve ammunition. I 
spoke to him several times about ammunition and 
reinforcements. He said they were coming. The 
plateau on which we were placed would have re
quired 800 or 1.000 men to hold it at all properly. 
We had 330. The highest ground on ~he plateau 
towards the side where- the attack was made was a 
strong ridge from which the qround sloped down 
like a glacis for a bit and then became steep. 

Opposite this face at a range of 600 yards was a 
lower r idge, which the· Boers occ-upied and fired 
from all day. 

At about 12 o'clock the assault began. We had 
two companies in support wh ich were pushed for
ward, but as they advanced to •the edge of the 
glacis ·they were under a heavy fire from the oppo
site ridge. Wh ile the· Boers could not be· seen. 

Colley ordered a retirement on to the strong 
ridge which was occupied and a heavy fire kept up 
for a bit. Colley again ordered the troops to retire. 
There was another ridge behind us at which I hoped 
another stand would be made, but when I got there 
I found it was a case of "sauve qui peut". The· fall 
of the h il l where I had got to was almost perpendi
r.ular. I fell and rolled down ten yards or so and 
then hapoened on a path, but just then was shot 
through the arm and immediately afterwards another 
throuqh the leg and I had to subside. Eventually 
they found me and took my sword and pistol and 
left me there. They were quite civil. They do not 
keep wounded prisoners so I was allowed to try and 
make my way to camp. I ~ot down the hills on my 
hands and seat and crawled up them somehow. 
Then mist and heavy rain came on and I got lost. 
I wandered about until about 8 o'clock and then 



10 

See our range of NEW TRUCKS, VANS and 
LIGHT BUSES by Cammer and Dodge, also 
HILLMAN, HUMBER, SUNBEAM, CHRYSLER 
and SIMCA CARS. 
We always can offer a big selection of USED 
VEHICLES. 
Roy Thomson are your Chrysler Rent-a-Car for 
Vans, Light Buses, Motor Caravans and Cars, 
at comprehensive rates for long or short term 
hire. 
For the complete Chrysler Sales and Service 
contact your MAIN DEALERS-

130 GREAT WESTERN ROAD ABERDEEN Tel.52391-4 
~DEAlD Orut..~ 

In Aberdeen ... it's 

Norman Primrose 
for the world-renowned 

Omega Watches 
also a superior selection of 
Scottish Jewellery, Diamond Rings, 
Wedding Rings and Gifts. 

Nort'l'lan Pt•itnrose 
(JEWELLER) LIMITED 

Bridge Street, Aberdeen 
Telephone: 24725 

411 Union Street, Aberdeen 
Telephone 27471 



TIGER AND SPHINX 11 

came across two men who had also lost their way. 
One Colley's ADC (he had not been out w ith us) , 
and another a correspondent of the D.T. He had 
heard the distant sound of a bugle and indicated 
the direction. Well , somehow we got to camp about 
10 o'clock. 

It has been a cruel business. Out of 5 officers 
and 120 men I took up the hill, 2 officers are 
dangerously wounded and myself what they call 
severely, of the me-n 84 are killed or wounded. I 
d are say you will hear various accounts of what 
correspondents th ink ought, or could have been 
done. I was sorry to see the retreat from the• ridge 
at the moment, but in another quarter of an hour 
we should not ·have had a cartridge· left. I forgot 
to say that my pocket book stopped one bullet 
which ought to have ·finished me. On the whole 'I 
have come out of it wonderfully well , but I am afraid 
I shall not be ~it for duty again for some time. So I 
shall be safe for a bit I suppose. 

The Boers are wonderfully quiet and civil. They 
say that they intend to die for their liberty. I con
s:der that we are in the position of one who has 
done a grievous wrong, but won't right it until the 
other give in. Good-bye, old man, send th is to 
Nora and Mary with my best love. 

Your affectionate brother, 
J.C.H. 

P.S.: Colley died like a brave man, but we want 
more than courage in Generals. 

SCHOOL MEALS 

The follow:ng is a letter from Lt Col R. A. 
Wolfe-Murray:-

Whenever I pass through Ardersier as ,I often do 
on my way over to The• Fort •I pass the village school 
and although my eyes and attention are concen
trated ·on the road I am conscious of considerable 
additions to the bu ilding as .1 first remember it: 
though 1l have never got out o·f my car to inspect, I 
am sure what I see out of the corner of my eye are 
kitchens and dining halls for the use ·of the scholars. 
I wonder just how many there are who remember 
the conditions obta:ning in 1923 and 24 when The 
Gordon Highlanders were stationed at The Fort. In 
those days the ch i ldren from the Married Quarters 
ran to school with their piece and that was all for 
the day, the d istance did not admit of children 
retu rn ing 'home for their dinner. My late wife real
ised this and how hard it was on the children and 
she organised a system to give the children a hot 
bowl of broth at mid-day, in this she was ably as
sisted by Mrs. Johnnie Pope. I just don't know who 
else was not roped into the scheme, Jim Suther
land, the OM, of course, was the main supoorter, 
and where the bones for the stock, the split peas 
and the barley came from. he alone knew. This had 
to be transported down from the barracks to the 
school and this was done in a particular vehicle 
known as the Maltese Cart, the d rive-r of which laid 
the fire and startPd it up in the bio stove which 
had been prov:ded for the puroose. So the• scheme 
for giving our Reaimental children a hot meal was 
initiated and invariably a child from the barracks 
would lead up some other child from the local 
population who too had come a long distance w'th 
its piece and a half-bowl of soup for Mary and 
Johnnie. 

I believe it would be no exaogeration to say that 
th is was the start of "school meals", the first 
scheme of what is now at times a pol itical issue. 

I should mention that the married families whose 
children benefited from the scheme d id give a small 
contribution to a fund to pay for the ingredients of 
the broth. On packing up to move to Bordon there 
was a small balance left in th is fund and a most 
charming presentation was made by the families to 
my wife as a christen ing present to our daughter. 

THE SILVER HIGHLANDER 
By Colonel D. E. Peddle 

Down the centre of the long, highly-polished 
table •in the Officers' Mess of the Cape Town High
landers, in the Castle at Cape Town, runs a length 
of Gordon tartan material - ~he Regimental tartan. 
On it stands a small silver statuette of an officer in 
the levee dress of the Gordon Highlanders. It is a 
beautiful example of the silversmith 's craft, correct 
even to the detail of the dress sporran, and there 
can be few pieces of regimental silver anywhere in 
the world treated with greater ceremony and defer
ence than the "Silver Highlander". 

When the officers of the Regiment dine formally 
in Mess with all the ceremony and colour traditional 
in Highland Regiments, the Silver Highlander is 
accorded an honour reserved normally only for 
Scottish Chiefs and a few other dignitaries. Once 
the officers and their guests have entered the 
dining-room and are standing at their places before 
Grace is said, silence is called for the Silver High
lander. The Pipe-Major enters playing, followed by 
a drummer bearing a silver salver on which stands 
the statuette, more than usually polished and shin
ing for the occasion. The Pipe-Major halts behind 
the Commanding Officer and stops playing. The 
drummer moves forward and proffers the statuette 
to his Commanding Officer who takes 'it off toh e 
salver, placing it carefully on the table in front of 
him ·in the place of honour amongst all the s:lver 
d isplayed. This done, the Pipe•Major and the 
drummer salute and withdraw. Grace is then said, 
the officers and their guests take their seats at 
table and the dinner proceeds. At its conclusion, 
after the toasts have been proposed and drunk, the 
P ipe-Major and drummer again enter the Mess, the 
statuette is placed back on the salver and, with the 
officers and guests standing in silence, the Silver 
Highlander is piped out of the room. 

Who was the man now represented by the Silver 
Highlander? Why is such an honour accorded this 
statuette and what is the connection between this 
Gordon officer and the Cape Town Highlanders? 

This is the story. 
From the time that the regiment was raised on 

the 24th April, 1885, the Cape Town Highlanders 
have worn the Gordon tartan, but apart from this, 
there was no official l ink between them and the 
Gordon Hiohlanders until the 28th February, 1932, 
when the official affiliation of the two regiments was 
publ ished in British Army Orders. U-Col McLintock, 
command inq the 2nd Gordon Highlanders in Scot
land at that time (the 1st Battalion was on overseas 
service) , felt that it would be a fitt ing gesture to 
present the officers of their new South African s'ster
regiment with a piece of silver for their Mess. In 
the Gordon's Regimental Headquarters Mess in 
Aberdeen is a silver statuette said to have been 
modelled from a Gordon officer whose heroism on 
two oC:G"asions durino the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-
1902 had won him the Victoria Cross. Th is man's 
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fortitude and determination after the second of his 
two brave acts {which had cost him his sight), 
gained him further honours and awards and even 
greater admiration by his fellowmen. What could be 
more appropriate than to present the newly affiliated 
regiment with a replica of the statuette of a man 
whose greatest distinction had its origin on the 
South African veld? An exact copy was made and 
sent out to Cape Town where it was received with 
gratitude and appreciation by the officers of the 
Cape Town Highlanders. 

In the years between 1932 and ·the outbreak of 
the Second World War in 1939, the Silver High
lander came to mean far more to the officers in the 
Highlanders' Mess at the Castle tllat a mere p iece 
of silver. He almost reached mascot status; the 
offi cers (and the Regiment, for that matter) coming 
to regard him as "one of us". So much so that, 
when a battalion of the Cape Town Highlanders 
sailed lor active service in the Mid<ile East on the 
7th June, 1941 , the statuette went with them. 

Fo r the next year, the history of the Cape Town 
Highlanders is that of the Battalion Headquarters 
of the Cape Town Highlanders, shar•ing with it all 
the vicissitudes of the Western Desert campaign
the dive-bombing, shelling, .the rest periods in 
"Alex", Mersa Matruh, Charing Cross, Hallaya Pass, 
Gazala and the " Gallop" back to El Alamein in 
1942. With Allied fortunes at a low ebb <luring that 
year, it was thought too risky to keep the· Silver 
Highlander in the Middle East - the officers would 
never have forgiven themselves had he fallen into 
enemy hands, nor the RSM the officers! - an<i he 
was sent back to Cape Town for safe keeping till 
the end of the war. Few of the officers saw h im 
again until late 1945, after the regiment had re· 
turned home and the Mess at the Castle returned to 
life. Some of the old familiar faces had gone·, many 
never to return; new and younger men were' taking 
their places and through these changes and even 
greater ones to come, the Silver Highlander re
tained his place ·in the Mess, acquiring yet g reater 
dignity as legends were woven about him. When 
South Africa became a republic in 1961, the officia l 
link between the Gordons and the Cape Town High
landers was broken , but Captain Tawse - the 
Silver Highlander - stood firm and is today a link 
between the past and the future. 

Who was Captain Sir Ernest Beachcroft Tawse, 
Victoria Cross, Commander of the Royal Victorian 
Or<ier, Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire, Gentleman-at-Arms, a Kn ight of Grace of 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and in whose 
honour a march on the Highland bagpipe has been 
composed and named? 

Born in 1864, Tawse intended originally to make 
his career in the Royal Navy, but it was later de
cided that he should go into the Army •instead and, 
in 1883, joined the 3rd Seaforth Highlan ders. Two 
years later he was gazetted in the Wiltshire Regi
ment, but during 1he following year, in 1886, he 
transferred to the 1st Gordon H ighlan<iers and saw 
service with them in Egypt, Malta, Ceylon an<i India. 
During his period of Indian service, he took part in 
the Chitral Rel ief Expedition and was present at the 
storming of the Malakand Pass in 1897, r eceiving 
the India Medal with the Relief of Ohitral 1Bar. He 
had been promoted Captain in 1896 and was also 
with his reqiment during the North-West Frontier 
and Tirah Campaigns, receiving a further two bars 
to the India Medal. It was during this latter cam
oaion that Piper Findlater, also of the Gordon 
Highlanders, won the Victoria Cross and almost 

legendary fame by playing the Gordons into their 
famous bayonet charge at the Heights of Dargai, 
even though he had been wounded in the legs and 
had to prop himself against a boulder. 

By the time his battalion returned to Scotland 
in October, 1898, Towse, who was a strikingly good
looking man (once described as the only soldier 
who could wear a monocle and not lose by it!) had 
established a reputation, not only for fearless leader
ship and a great consideration lor his men, but also 
for remarkable powers of endurance and determina
tion. One of many tales told about him at the time 
concerns an occasion when he was out elephant
hunting ·in the Indian jungle. He had t railed and 
made his kill , when he and his .tracker became 
separated and he was unable to find his path back 
to camp. Al l that Towse had with him that was 
edible was the proof of his kill - the elephant's 
tail - and on this raw and unappetising dish he 
subsisted for four days as he wandered in the 
jungle seeking and eventual ly finding his way to 
camp! 

After a year at home, the 1st Gordons were 
mobilised for active service as a resu lt of the out
break of the Anglo-Boer War and sailed lor South 
Africa, landing at Cape Town on the 29th Novem
ber, 1899. It is possible that the Gordons' officers 
may have paid a visit to the Cape Town Highlanders 
Officers' Mess after landing and Tawse may have 
been amongst them. There is no record , as far as 
I know, of such a visit. The battalion entrained lor 
De Aar the next day and, after brief stops at that 
place, Orange River Station and Belmont, joined 
Lt. Gen. Lord Methuen's 1st Division at Madder 
!River late on the· 9th December - just in t ime for 
the Battle of Magersfontein. 

The Gordons, at that stage, were unbrigaded 
and had been given the task of escorting the Supply 
Column during the coming battle. Things went 
seriously wrong, however, and during the morning 
of the 11th Decembe·r they were ordered to cross 
some 3,000 m of open plain to reinforce the stricken 
'Highland Brigade pinned to the flat ground south 
and south-east of Magersfontein Kop. The leading 
companies of the battalion, Tawse's included, and 
their commanding officer (Lt Col Downman ) got to 
within 300m of the Boer trenches when intense rifle 
fire made further progress impossible and they were 
forced to take what cover they could find or make. 
A little after 1.30 p.m. that afternoon, just as the 
Highland Brigade was commencing its final disas
trous retreat, Lt Col Downman was seriously 
wounded about 30m from where Tawse was lying. 
As the Gordons had little· alternative but to fall 
back as well, Towse tried to carry his commanding 
officer to safety, but the task proved physically im· 
possible. He then remained witll Downman under 
a very heavy fire di rected at them by the Boers at a 
range o·f less than 300m. Eventually, when the 
firing had died down somewhat and assisted by two 
N COs, Tawse was able to carry his colonel back to 
the nearest medical post some 1,200m in rear. 
Lt Col Downman die<:! next day of his wounds and, 
for his bravery, Towse. was specially mentioned in 
Lord Methuen's <iespatch on the battle. 

Some months later, when the Gordons formed 
part of the 19th Infantry Brigade in Maj Gen Hamil
ton 's column operating towards Winburgh, Towse 
performed his second act of gallantry. On the 30th 
April, 1900, General Hamilton's troops met strong 
opposition from General de Wet's forces holding 
positions astride Hout Nek, about 20km north of 
Thaba Netu. Seven kilometres south-west of the 
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Nek is a large, plateau-like, 180m-high hill known 
as Mount Thaba, which the Boers were not holding 
in any strength at the commencement of the action. 
Hamilton quickly realised that with this hill in his 
possession, the Boer defences astride Hout Nek 
would not only be overlooke<l, but could be out
flanke<l. Maj Gen Smith-Dorrien's 19th Brigade 
was ordered to capture it forthwith. The Shropshire 
Light Infantry and Kitchener's Horse establishe<l a 
foothold along the southern crest of the feature, but 
oould make no further progress because of in
creasingly heavy enemy fire coming from the 
northern end of the hill which the Boers were 
rapidly reinforcing. The Gordon Highlande·rs and 
two companies of Canadian Infantry were sent to 
reinforce the British troops on the hil l, but found 
that ·a concerted advance was out of the question 
and progress could only be made by small parties 
of men advancing independently and making use of 
all the cover afforded by the bushes and rocks. One 
of these, le<l by Towse, and consisting of ten High
landers and three members of Kitchener's Horse, 
had got well ahead of the other groups. They were 
clearly visible to Generals Hamilton and Smith
Dorrien, and to others, as they worked their way up 
on a spur on the eastern side of the plateau, un
aware of a larger force of the enemy who could 
also be seen climbing the same spur from the 
opposite side. To the· anxious watchers below it 
was obvious that neither party knew of the presence 
of the other. 

'Both parties reached the crest at almost the 
same instant, meeting face to face at a distance of 
about 40m. Colonel Maximoff, a Russian officer 
commanding the mixed forces of about 150 foreign 
adventurers and Boers, called on Towse and his 
men to surrender. Accord ing to the Gordon High
landers' reg imental records, Towse's reply was 
oouohed in the most forcible possible language of 
refusal! Watchers below saw the little band of 
British so·ldiers fix bayonets and charge, firing as 
they ran, Maximoff himself being wounded by a 
shot from Towse's carbine. The sheer audacity of 
this impetuous charge was too much for Maximoff's 
men who turned tail and fle<l the way they had 
come. -rhe seven unharmed members of Towse's 
party held the crest until they were reinforced; 
seven had been kille<l or wounded, Towse himself 
having been hit in the face by a bullet which had 
rendere<l him totally bl ind. He was once again 
recommende<l for his bravery and this time was 
awarded the Victoria Cross, not only for his gal
lantry in this action, but also for what he had done 
at Magersfontein. 

Of Captain Towse, General Smith-Dorrien later 
wrote: "I shall never forget the pathetic· sight of the 
stricken Towse, shot through both eyes; certa in he 
would never see again, not a thought for himself, 
but plenty for ·his men, hopinq he had done his 
duty, and with it all so• cheerful and happy. He 
spoke as quietly and lucidly ·as if he were in the 
best of health." 

His soldiering days over, Towse determined to 
master his blindness, not let it master him. He 
taught himself a w ide range of accomplishments 
and then commenced his great life's work- helpinq 
the blind. In 1901, when he ioined the National 
Institute for the Blind. its total income was only 
£9,700; in 1944, when ill-health force<l h im to resign 
his chairmanship after 21 years, its income was over 
£500,000. For this and similar causes, he had 
worke<l untiringly and travelled many thousands of 
miles. As a result of an ex..Servicemen's Congress 

held in Kimberley in 1919, the British Empire Ser
vice League was forme<l in 1921. Its inaugural 
meeting was held in Cape Town in February of that 
year and was attended by delegates from the coun
tries of the British Empire, Field Marshal Earl Haig 
and Captain Towse representing Great Britain. The 
B.E.S.L. is today known in South Africa as the 
South African Legion and Towse may justly be said 
to have had a hand in its foundation. 

When the Great War of 1914-18 broke out, Towse 
persuaded the War Office in London that he· could 
be of service, and he was sent to France as an 
unpaid Staff Captain to assist the wounded in the 
base hospitals. He visited patients daily, particularly 
those blinde<l in action, taking notes in braille of 
their condition and any messages !·hey wishe<l sent 
home. Then, late· into every night, he sat at his type
writer, typing messages to the next-of-kin of the 
men to whom he had spoken during the day. For 
this work Towse was mentione<l in despatches and 
awarded the three me<lals given to all who had 
served throughout the war. 

In 1900, Queen Victoria had appointed him a 
Sergeant-at-Arms in Ordinary, while from 1903 till 
1939 he was a member of the Honourable Corps of 
Gentlemen-at-Arms, standing guard at the lying-in
state of three British sovereigns - Queen Victoria, 
King Edward VII and King George V, and also that 
of Queen Alexandra. He was made a CBE in 1920 
and create<! a KCVO •in 1927, becoming a Kn ight 
of Grace of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem in 
the same year. After his wife died in 1935, his 
niece came to live with him, helping him in his 
work and nursing him through a long illness up to 
the time' of his death in 1948. 

That is the story, briefly, of the Silver High
lander - a symbol of courage and a source of 
inspiration to all who knew him. 

Major C. Gordon Harper, MBE, 
37 Cross Street, 
Port Macquarie, 2444, N.S.W. 

17th July, 1972. 

Dear Major Kenworthy, 
It might be of interest to readers of "Tiger and 

Sphinx" that, on a recent journey to Brisbaine to a 
funeral, I observed the regimental badge three times 
amongst the columbaria at the crematorium. The 
inscr iptions were as follows:-

Lt Col C. D. M. Hutchinns, died 19.3.70 aet 72. 

Sgt Richard John Brown, Imperial Yeomanry, 
South Africa 19001-01, Gordon Highlanders, 1915-19. 

John Norman Fletcher, 1st and 2nd tBattns., die<l 
2 6.6.65 aet 61. 

It was a pleasure to contact th is year one of the 
original 10th Battalion, of 1914 vintage, at Nuna
wading, on the outskirts of Melbourne. He is Pte 
Chris Reekie, who enlisted at the outbreak of war 
and served for the duration. He was in M Company, 
and was well known throughout the Division on 
account of his musical ta lent and his trained tenor 
voice. Always in demand at regimental concerts, 
both in billets du ring training in Sussex and Wilt
sh ire and wherever we came out of the line in 
France and Flanders, he eventually joined the 
Divisional Band. Personnel of the latter used to 
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serve as stretcher-bearers in our offensive opera
tions. Survivors of the o ld Division will remember 
the boost to morale which that band afforded, par
ticularly after the Arras battles in 1917, and later in 
the Ypres sector. It also used to play the troops 
into action on the Somme in the wet autumn of 
1916. 

In these <lays when men of those times are 
growing scarce. especially in far-flung regions, there 
is a surprising amount of satisfaction in meeting. 
I c-heerfully drove a thousand miles to visit him, 
and we marched shoulder to shoulder in the vet
erans' parade on Anzac Day, through the city. 
Since when he has been a regular correspondent. 

Reekie has still kept ·in touch with folk on whom 
his company was billetted whilst training for the BEF 
and is a good instance of happy public relations 
for which the Regiment has long been note<!. I 
enclose etxracts from some of his letters. in which 
he mentions by name some of his old comrades. 
This, I know, would be too long for "Tiger and 
Sphinx," but you might care to pick out something 
that could be of ·interest to certain readers "who be 
of riper years". 

·I left him browsing happily amongst old issues 
of the journal, and it is possible that he may write 
to you himself. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) C. GORDON HARPER. 

Extracts from correspondence from 
Mr. Chris Reekle, 10th and 8th /1 0th 
Battalions. 1972. 

I just cannot believe that this has happened, 
that almost 60 years later I should hear from a 
Gordon comrade: a letter that awakened memories 
of <lays long since gone by, and brought to life a 
whole host of kent faces, most of whom have left 
the earthly scene. Thank you is all I can say; but 
in this instance <it speaks volumes. 

Before me lies a picture (probably Edinburgh 
Despatch) of the officers of the 10th Gordon High
landers, taken at Cirencester. 

I was a lways just a private. At 78 I can still 
warble "Afton Water". Came here in 1921-same 
year as Peter Small, thou~h neither of us knew the 
other was here. Had first trip home in 1966. 
Visited Cirencester: looked up the Lock family at 
The Avenue. Some had gone, of course. I had kept 
contact all down the years - also with the ·church 
organist, Mr. Gibbons, until he passed on. 

On the 31st July 1917 you were wounded at 
Frezenberg; I was in Ypres that day, billeted in the 
prison. I was at Loos in September 1917 (where 
Peter Small won the DCM), and in Martinpuioh, 
September 1916 - the first day tanks were used. 

Spent many days in Arras and on the Somma -
Albert, Fricourt, Mametz, High Wood, etc., and lots 
of time in Belgium. Now it all reads like a book. 

I kept up with one or two, but these have faded 
out. Peter d ied in 1964. In 1966 I visited John 
McKenzie, a 9th Gordon, with whom I still corres
pond in Glasgow. Visited Adam Elliot, my sole 
surviving M Company friend, now at Morebattle, 
IRoxburgh. One boy, Lock, visited me here last 
year. He was on ly five or six when I was billeted 
with his parents. One regret I have, that I failed to 
make contact with one of our officers who visited 
Melbourne five or six years ago on business. He 
was one of the brothers Longman, the book pub
lishers. I do not know if he was the adjutant or 
the other brother. Sorry now that ·I omitted to see 
him. 

I thought of you, specially on 22nd January, and 
wondered if you remembered a frightful snow-and· 
sleet day when we marched from Midhurst to 
Frenshham Common for a review by Lord 
Kitchener? The memory remains. (See History of 
15th Scottish Division, 1914-19) . 

I will be very happy to have you and your good 
lady for a day or two if you can fit it in. I had 
dreams of marching with you on Anzac Day: 50 
bands and twenty to twenty-five thousand, given a 
good day. It is a grand sight. I agree that too 
much of the 1914-18 days tend to be forgotten. It 
is a sore point with me that even Anzac Day has 
lost ground and gets very sparse mention in the 
dailies. Every year I march the numbers participat
ing get slightly smaller. 

I was in Arras in April 1917, and in Brandhoek, 
June 1917 - probably about the same time as you 
were there. (I am referring to my diary, and I see 
the names of Vlamertinghe, Dickebush, Toronto 
Camp, July 1917) . I note you returned in autumr. of 
1919 with your father to visit Dickebusch where 
your brother was buried. I visited the cemetery 
there several times; also Brandhoek, where some 
of my friends were buried. I made a point of visit
ing any cemetery if I knew that someone from my 
home town (Selkirk), or from 10th Gordons could 
be located. In this I was successful at Vermelles 
and Arras and actually did take poppies home to 
certain people. I was in the next bay on 20.9.15 
when Lt Walpole was killed. Your letter awakens 
memories of so many faces - some I knew casu
ally, others more intimately. Home, in 1966, I 
found myself visitinq the sister of a lad taken 
prisoner (and later died) at Loos. This was in the 
far north of Scotland, Thurso. The sister was so 
pleased even to meet someone who knew her 
brother. 

I really felt saddened to see you go. I watched 
the car till I could no lonqer see it! There was so 
much that made your visit memorable besides the 
long distance you travelled to take part in the 
march. 



BY APPOINTME...,'TTO HER MAJESTY TilE Q.U EEN, 

GOLOSMITIIS & CROWN JEWELLERS, GARRARD &. CO LTD., LON DON. 

In the line of duty 
In peace as in war, unobtrusively or in the glare of 
publicity, devotion to duty proudly maintains the 
tradition of the Regiment. 

At Garrard we too have our traditions. Fo r over 
200 years we have been commemorating loyal service, 
great campaigns and feats of arms with fine silver models. 

As Regimental Silversmiths we are proud of our 
long-standing reputation for service and faultless quality. 
We will be delighted to discuss your requirements for 
commemorative or presentation silver and trophies. 
We submit estimates and designs without charge. 
Ask for Mr. Hounsell. 

GARRARD 
The Crown Jewellers 

112 Regent Street London W lA 2JJ Telephone: 01-734 7020 
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WHO? WHERE? WHEN? 

This has been temporarily discontinued because 
recently RHQ were presented with the photograph 
album of the late Brigadier H. Pelham Burn, CMG, 
DSO, by his son Angus, to whom we are most 
grateful. The album contains many rare photo
graphs depicting phases of life in India as led by 
the 92nd. Readers when visiting RHQ should ask 
to see this book. It ·is a must. Published below 
are a few brief examples. 

1. Officers and NCOs of detachment 92nd High
landers at Thobba Munee Hills, September, 1903. 
Seated centre, Lt Col Harry Wright, DSO, to his 
right, Captain Dick Cunningham, DSO, to his left, 
H. P. Burn. On the flanks, Pipe Major K. Macleod 
and Drum Major G. Laurence. 

2. Major R. S. Hunter Blair on Gabriel , Sialkot, 
1903. This is easily recogn isable as the model for 
Captains and Subalterns Polo Trophy which is now 
one of the centre pieces in the 1st Battal ion 
Oflicers' Mess. 

3. Regimental Cricket Team, Peshawar, 1906. 
L to r, standing: Sgt Graham, Gpl Welsh, Sgt Sulli
van; seated: I. Picton-Warlow, H. P. Burn, G. H. S. 
Fowke, S. A. Macmillan, J. K. Dick Cunningham, 
G. N. Mclean; on ground: Cpl Dalton, Sgt McArthur. 

4. Taken some time during Delhi Durbar, 1911? 
or more likely at the Residency Fort William, Cal
cutta. Standing: Lord Charles Montague, H. P. 
Burn, Lord Al ington, Lord Mar and Kellie. Seated: 
Lady Meux, Lady Mar and Kellie, Sir Hedworth 
Meux. 

We are grateful to Major Alex. Lumsden, MC, 
formerly Adjutant of the 1st Battalion, who provided 
the following information of the Officers Group 
taken in Germany in 1945/46 ( in last issue " Tiger 
and Sphinx"). 

" This photo was taken in Neustadt just outside 
Hanover. 2nd row between Capt McFarlan and Lt 
Gower is Lt Jim Marshall (a Canadian), 3rd row 
between Capt QM Lindsay and Lt Roll inson is Capt 
J. Anderson. Between Capt Ritchie and Capt Aid
ridge is Lt N. Crockatt, I think, or possibly Lt R. A. 
Catchpole. At the end of this row next to Capt 
Hutchinson is the MO. 

"Back row between Us Spraggs and Thomson 
from I. to r. are Lt A. N. Stone (a Canadian) and 
Lt N. H. Rowbotham, whose father commanded a 
Gordon Battalion in the First World War. 

" On the left hand side of the back row, I think 
the Officer's name might be Lt B. M. Dench. 

" The other query - the officer on the left end 
of the second row might be Lt Catchpole?" 

-· ... I 
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OBITUARIES 
MAJOR J. F. JOHNSTON WATSON 

John Frederick Johnston Watson died at his 
home near Kelso in July 1972 aged 81. 

Captain H. M. Forbes, a contemporary writes:
Affectionately known in the old 3rd as "Windy," 

John Frederick Johnston Watson was an outstand
ing personal ity and a charming and genial charac
ter. Gifted with a buoyant sense of humour, his 
kind ly disposition always created a happy atmos
phere among those about him. He was also a 
talented musician and could perform with skill on 
many kinds of instrument, from a " penny whistle" 
to a piano, while as a piper he could take his place 
among the highest class of amateurs. 

Born on 18th March 1891, Johnston Watson was 
educated at Westminster and was commissioned 
in the Regiment in 1910. He was Orderly Officer 
on the occasion of the funeral of King Edward Vl,l 
when the 1st Bn, then stationed at Aldershot, took 
part in the lining of the London streets. On the 
outbreak of war in 1914, he was at first at the 
Depot, Castlehill , Aberdeen. After the Battle of 
Mons he proceeded to France as part of an officers' 
reinforcement to the 1st Bn. He was involved in the 
fighting on the Aisne, where his next senior, Lt. 

John Murray, was killed, then in the heavy engage
ments in the region of Aubers Ridge, being taken 
prisoner on October 24th, 1914. Wh ile in various 
camps he became a member of the orchestra run 
by Russian officers, among whom he was a highly 
popular figure. 

After the declaration of peace, he was engaged 
in the M ilitary Mission to the Baltic States from 
1918 to 191 9 and from 1921 to 1924 he served on 
the Typhus Commission of the League of Nations 
in Poland. As a Barrister-at-Law he was called to 
the Bar (Middle Temple ) in 1920. He resigned 
his commission in the Gordon Highlanders in 1921 
after eleven years service. 

In 1919 he married Miss Betty Oldroyd , a happy 
union which lasted over fifty years. 

During the rest of his active life Johnston 
Watson was occupied with work on the Secretariat 
of the League of Nations at Geneva as well as on 
different conferences and international commis
sions in European capitals. 

From 1939 to 1945 he served as a GS02 in the 
Intelligence Staff of the War Office with the rank of 
Major and from 1945 to 1947 he was on the Sec
lariat of the United Nations in London. 
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In 1952 Major Johnston Watson was appointed 
General Secretary to the British Commonwealth 
Empire Service League, London, holding that posi
tion until his retirement in 1961 at the age of 
seventy. 

After the death of his wife on April 15, 1971, he 
moved to Kirk Yetholm, about eight miles from 
Kelso, a charming spot among the Border Hills, 
and there he died, and was buried in the local 
kirkyard. 

"Windy Watson" was in the truest sense a 
" Gay Gordon," who loved the Regiment to the end 
of his days. 

Mr. HARRY PARK 

Harry Park died ·in Aberdeen on 29th August, 
1972, aged 73. He enlisted in 1916 at the age of 
sixteen and served in France. After the 1914-18 
War he was overseas with the 1st Battalion in 
Turkey, Malta and India. He served for some years 
at the Depot eventually taking his discharge in 
1953. He then became groundsman at the Depot 
in a civilian capacity and can claim fifty years 
service with and to The Gordon Highlanders. 

To his wife and daughter we offer our deepest 
sympathy. 

PIPE MAJOR TOM STEPHEN 

Major A. W. Dickie writes:-

"lt was in April 1922 that I left Castlehill to join 
the 2nd Battalion at Fort George, and there I first 
met Pipe Cpl Tom Stephen. As a young piper I 
recall his friendliness, his willingness to help the 
younger lads with all kinds of difficult-ies, his 
patience and happy nature whatever cropped up. 

His talents as a piper and a teacher were 
recognised and he was sent to the School of Piping 
at Edinburgh Castle, leading to his promotion ·to 
Pipe Major at the Depot, Castlehill. rMany a Gordon 
piper looking back, owes his skill and love of the 
pipes to the patience and kindliness of Tom 
Stephen. His happy family background no doubt 
contributed to the friendliness and help he passed 
on to many pipers. 

Many of the older Gordons will feel sad at his 
passing and wi ll wish to convey their sympathy to 
his widow." 

Mr. HUGH BRAWLEY 

All who served in the 1st Battalion from 1940 to 
1945 will be sorry to hear of the death of ex
Sergeant Hugh Brawley (2875785) , at Aberdeen, on 
18th November, 1972, aged 67. 

Mr. Brawley joined the 5th Bn (TA) at Kemnay 
on 20th November, 1932. Mobilised with the TA, he 
se·rved with the 5th Bn in the original HEF, but was 
evacuate·d to the UK as a hospital case just prior 
to the "hot war". On the reforming of the 51st 
(Highland) Division , he joined the new 1st Bn, with 
whom he served in N. Africa, Sicily, France and 
Germany. In addition to his campaign medals and 
TA Efficiency Medal, he was awarded the Belgian 
Croix de Guerre (avec pal me) , and mentioned in 
despatches. 

Demobil ised in December, 1945, he took up 
employment with the Don Precast Works Contrac
tors, lnverurie, continuing with that firm till a year 
or so before hs death. 

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Jessie Brawley, 
29 Hartington Road, Aberdeen. Mrs. Brawley, who 
was formerly the widow of Piper J. Walker, 1st Bn, 
is a sister of Mrs. " Cherry" Anderson, also 1st Bn. 
He was one of the first of a formidable quintette of 
1st Bn W.Os. and Sergeants' Mess members, wh ich 
included his friends, "Cherry" Anderson, "Biondy'' 
Mackay, " Spud" Thomson, DOM, and Jimmy Yu le. 

MAJOR H. M. SPROT 

His nephew, Col Aubrey Gibbon, late Argylls, 
writes:-

Major H. M. Sprot, who served in the Gordon 
Highlanders from 1909 to 1921 , died in South Africa 
on 19th October 1972. He was 84. 

Maj Harry Maitland Sprot. 
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IHaro·ld Maitland Sprot was a son of Edward 
Sprot of Drygrange and his wife, Marion Boyd, and 
was a nephew of General John Sprot of R.ddel l. 
His half brothe-r, Eddie, captained Hampshire at 
cricket; his brothers, J im, Black Watch, and Ivan, 
Camerons, we-re both killed in 1914. Harold was 
born in 1888 and spent his early life at Drygrange, 
near Melrose. He went to Eton, where he· played 
in the Eleven, and joined the Gordons from the 
Special Reserve in 1909. He served in India, and 
after some hard months in France he was severely 
wounded ·in 1915. While still on crutches he went 
to teach at Sandhurst, later becoming a Company 
Commander. He commanded the first post-war 
guard at Ballater and he resigned his commiss:on 
in 1921. 

Harold then went to South Africa where in years 
at hard work he create-d a fine farm out of an un
promis:ng tract of the Transvaal. From time to 
time he could come home and play cricket for the 
Highland Brigade. In the Second War he served on 
the staff ·in England. Alter retiring from the farm, 
Harold and Winnie lived in a pleasant house at 
Claremont, Cape Province. She surv:ves him with 
two daughters of a former marriage, and h is seven 
grandchildren. 

Africa put no mark on Harold. After fifty years 
he remained splendidly British and he bore to the 
end the stamp of the 1914 Army. He· was a proud 
Gordon Highlander and was touched by the friendli
ness and courtesy of his brother officers at h is last 
Regimental Dinner. 

As his friends would expect, Harold endured 
the pain of his last illness with a cheerful courage 
which surprised his doctors. 

CAPTAIN F. J . MITCHELL 

One o·f \he oldest Gordon Highlanders, Capta:n 
F. J . Mitchell , die-d in an Aberdeen !Hospital on 2nd 
December, 1972. 

Joining as a private in 1897, he· was poste-d to 
the 2nd 'Bn in India. He accompanied his Battal ion 
to South Africa and took part in the siege of Lady
smith. On return to India, he was present at th'l 
great Delhi Durbar of 1911 , and rece·ived a m edal 
for th is. As a CSM of "A" Company, 2nd B·attal:on , 
he went to France, and was commissioned into the 
Regiment in the field. Severely wou nde-d at Neuve 
Chapelle, was was invalided home, and on recovery 
was promoted Captain and Adjutant of the 3rd 
Militia Battalion, with whom he · served until 1922 
when he reti red. 

. In adc\Jion to h is service medals, he was 
awarded the French Croix de Guerre, and men
tioned in dispatches. 

In civilian life, he worked with the Aberdeen 
Corporation workshops department, sBrving there 
till his 80th birthday. 

Although somewhat cut off in latter years by 
severe deaf:-~ess , he had a ve·ry goo-d memory, and 
the writer recalls a conversation betwe-en the late 
Fred Taylor and Captain Mitchell, regarding the 
•relative merits or horse and mule as artic les of 
cuisine in Ladysm:th. It was agree·d by both old 
gentlemen that horse was preferable, and those 
who have had to dsal with the intractable (and 
living) mule will poss·ib ly agree with them. 

To his widow, Mrs. Isabella Mitchell, 65 R9gent 
Walk, Aberdeen, we offer our sympathy. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL 0 . S. S. STEEL, OBE 

Owen Steel died in London on December 18th, 
1972, aged 74. E·ducated at Uppingham and RMC, 
Sandhurst, he was commissioned as a Regu lar 
Officer in the Regiment in September, 1917, and 
served in France and Belgium during 191 8. Alter 
the War he was with the 1st Battalion from 1920 to 
1930, serving •in Turkey, Malta, Egypt and India. 
He was Adjutant of the 2nd Battalion from 1932 to 
1935, a period which will be remembered well by 
many junior officers! From Gibraltar he went with 
the Battalion to Singapore, returning to home ser
vice in early 1939. 

During the last war he served on the Staff of 
1st Army in North Afnca and Italy and with the 
Military Government in Germany until his retirement 
in 1947. For his services he was awarded the OBE 
in 1944 and mentione-d in despatches in 1945. 

Owen Steel was a good all round games player 
and athlete, excelling as a medium pace bowler, 
in the three-quarter line and on the track as a half
miler. A no mean performer at golf, he became 
secretary to the Potters Bar Golf Club during the 
1950's. 

To his widow and two daughters we offer our 
deepest sympathy. 

CAPTAIN A. D. P. ROSS 

Alan Ross died on 19th December, 1972, aged 
25, as a result of injuries receive·d in a road acci
dent. He was the second son of Lieutenant-Colonel 
and Mrs. G. N. Ross, an<:! younger brother of Cap
tain Malcolm Ross who is serving with the 1st 
Battalion. 

Alan joined in 1966 from MONS OCS and served 
with the Regiment in Germany, Cyprus and at home. 
In 1971 he was poste<:l as training officer to the 
Junior Tra ining Depot at Troon where he was serv
ing at the time of his death. Th:s posting did not 
interrupt his reg imental all iance and in 1972 he 
spent his summer leave voluntari ly serving with the 
Battalion in Armagh. 

A very likeable young man e·xtremely popular 
with his brother officers and one who enjoyed life 
to· its fu II extent. 

To his parents and relatives we offer our 
deepest sympathy . 

Mr. W. INGRAM 

Formerly No. 2876210, William Ingram died on 
15th January, 1973. He joined the Regiment in 1934 
and se·rved ·in Gibraltar and Singapore with the 2nd 
'Battal ion . He was taken prisoner in 1942 and after 
the war became a member of the Army Recru:ting 
Staff in London, eventually reti r ing in 1957. At the 
time of his de·ath he was postman at Newmachar 
and died on his rounds. 

To his widow and daughter we offer our deepest 
sympathy. 
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LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR HUGH TURNBULL, 
KCVO, KBE 

Sir Hugh Stephenson Turnbull died at his home 
in Grantown-on-Spey on 9th January, 1973, aged 90. 

He was educated at Merchiston and RMC, serv
ing in the Indian Army before joining the police. 
Before the Great War he was Chief Constable of 
Argyllshire and in 1916 commanded the 7th Bat
talion of The Gordon High landers in France. After 
the War he became Chief Constable of Cumberland 
and Westmorland and in 1925 Commissioner of 
Police for the City of London until his retirement in 
1950. 

Sir Hugh was Prior of the Priory of Scotland of 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, a holder of the 
Queen's Police Medal and a member of the Queen's 
Bodyguard for Scotland, th€ Royal Company of 
Archers. 

For several years after the, Second World War 
Sir Hugh was a keen member of the Regimental 
Curling Rink. His younger son, John served with 
distinction in the Regiment, retiring in 1960 as a 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

To Lady Turnbull and members of his family we 
offer our deepest sympathy. 

2871278 Sgt WILLIAM ( " BEN") BUCHAN 

The Regiment, and all his own old comrades 
will learn w1th great regr€t of the death of one of 
our older time serving members on 26th December, 
1972, at Strathcathro Hospital. 

Throughout his 22 years service " Ben" (as he 
was affectionately known) served with the 1st Bn 
in ~ I nd ia - Palestine - and went with the BEF to 
France and then spent his next five years in a POW 
Camp. On repatriation in 1945 he was appointed to 
the <Regimental Hecruiting Staff in Aberdeen where, 
he finished his service in 1951 as Recruiting Sgt. 

"Ben·· then moved to Montrose and became 
Sports Groundsman at Ferryden where he remained 
until his illness and retirement. 

A native of Drumblade, Aberdeenshire , Ben 
joined the Regiment in 1923. 

He is survived by his widow who lives at 1 
William Street, Ferryden, Montrose, to whom we 
extend our deepest sympathy. 

LADY HARRINGTON 

Lady Harrington died at her home on 8th Feb
r-uary, 1973. The wife of the Governor of Gibraltar, 
General Sir Charles Harrington, she will be re
membered with affection by all members of the 2nd 
Battalion who se rved on the rock from 1934 to 1937. 
In her memory a donation was sent to the King's 
( Liverpool) Regiment Benevolent Fund. 

Mr . F. BLACK 

Formerly 2873923 Corporal Freddie Black died 
suddenly on 11th February, aged 64. He served 
with the 2nd Battalion at home, in Gibraltar and 
Singapore, being taken prisoner in 1942. After the 
war he joined the Post Office, retiring just recently 
after 24 years. To his wife we offer our deepest 
symp~thy. 

Mr. C. GAMMACK 

Formerly 2876414 Charles Gammack of the 2nd 
Battalion died in Fraserburgh Hospital on 23rd 
January, 1973. Charl ie Gammack suffered a lot 
during the past year which involved several ad
missions to hospital. He was taken prisoner at the 
fall of Singapore, and there is no doubt that the 
three and a half years of captivity took their toll of 
his health. 

To his widow, daughter and many friends in the 
North-East we offer our deepest sympathy. 

IAN LYLE 

Many Officers, Warrant Officers, NCOs and Other 
Ranks who have passed through the Scottish In
fantry Depot (Giencorse) will be very sad to learn 
of the death of Mr. lan Lyle who, for so long, was 
the Museum Curator. 

He joined the Royal Scots before the Second 
World War and was taken prisoner by the Japanese 
in Hong Kong on Christmas Day, 1941. 

On retirement from the Army he was employed 
in Forestry work. His health deteriorated during 
this period and the forestry work involved became 
too much for him. At the end of 1963 the Lowland 
Brigade Depot were fortunate in getting him as their 
Museum Curator. His work as Curator was outstand
ing. Within a year or so he had built up a museum 
o1 considerable interest. 

His obituary would be incomplete without men
tioning the British Legion in wh ich he was greatly 
interested and for whom he had done a lot of very 
good work. 

Of the man himself, it is suffic ient to say that 
his experience, as a prisoner of war with the 
Japanese had given him great depth of character 
and a desire ,to help others. 

Mr. DAVID MciNTOSH 

Mr. Mc intosh of 621 Great Northern Road, 
Aberdeen, died at his home on Monday, 5th Feb
ruary, 1973. 

He was an active member of the 5/th Bn The 
Gordon Highlanders Old Comrades' Association, 
having joined the 5/7 Bn as a Territorial, and was 
later promoted to Master Cook in 1939. 

After service in Orkney and the Middle East he 
was transferred to the Army Catering Corps, serv
ing with various units until his discharge through 
ill health in 1950. 

He was awarded the BEM whi lst serving as a 
Sgt Cook in Harrogate. 

To his wife, three sons and daughter, we offer 
our deepest sympathy. 

Mr. J . SUTHERLAND (2873905) 

John Sutherland d ied on 31st January, 1973. 
He enlisted in October, 1928, and served continu
ously until October, 1954, when he was discharged 
to pension. He served in India, North-West Fron
tier, North Africa, Sicily, France and Germany, and 
Malaya. He was one of the few Gordon Highlanders 
holding the North West Frontier Medal. In 1958 he 
suffered a high amputation of the right leg, and 
from then on was only partially mobile. We extend 
our deepest sympathy to his widow and family. 
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EDITORIAL 

In the last Editorial of the " Tiger and Sphinx" 
the question was asked "Whither next the Army?"
that question certainly remains unanswered, but it 
is now clear that the answer to " Whither next the 
Battalion?" is quite simply Belfast; there we w ill go 
in late February for another four months tour. It is 
gratifying to find that the vast majority of the Bat
talion are happy to be returning to carry out a job 
we all feel is necessary and worthwhile. As was 
forecast in the last Editorial, it may well be that 
civil unrest, requiring the military to come to the 
aid of the civil police, may come to England or 
Scotland or Wales in the future, and the more 
experience we can get in th is field the better. 
Nevertheless, the attitude which was shown when 
the news came of our return to the Emerald Isle 
and the spirit wh ich has been subsequently seen 
during our training for the next tour, reflects very 
well on the morale of all ranks. 

The period under review ranges from Armagh 
to Hythe Ranges and cannot be said to have been 
dull. The Battalion left Armagh , Lurgan and 
Portadown on 5th September and if the signals that 
were sent to us were anything to go by, we had 
done well throughout our tour and had made a real 
contribution to peace keeping in on·e of the most 
disturbed periods experienced in th is conflict. After 
leave came a period of cadres of all types-Senior 
NGOs, Junior NCOs, Mortar, Anti Tank and Signals 

- and other courses for many people. lnterpersed 
with this was a recruiting drive which lasted four 
weeks and certainly caught the eye of the press 
and created a lot of goodwill in the Regimental 
Area, however, it is sad to say that very few recruits 
came out of ·it all. Recces for train ing in January 
and February followed, as well as a recce in Belfast 
where we were most kindly received by 1 KOSB 
from whom we take over. Support Company went 
with 42 Commando RM to .Hythe and Lydd during 
this period and finally everyone went on fourteen 
days leave just before Christmas. On return from 
leave on 8th January training for Northern Ireland 
started in earnest, culm inating with Exerc·ise Buchan 
Wander and a week on the ranges at Hythe and 
Lydd. During our early training at Fort George we 
were del ighted to have a visit from The Lord and 
Lady Provost of Aberdeen who were accompanied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ken Peters. It was a most success
ful visit and renewed the Battalion's very close 
links with our Regimental City; we were also most 
appreciative of the time the Lord Provost must have 
given up to make the visit during his present very 
busy schedule. 

Exercise Buchan Wander was designed so that 
each company spent three days in a town in the 
Regimental Area carrying out their own exercises 
and then one day in Fraserburgh being put through 
an exercise run by the Second in Command. The 

THE QUARTER GUARD FOR THE LORD PROVOST OF ABERDEEN 

Left to right-The Lord Provost, LCpl Whyte, Sgt Mitchell, Pte Alexander, Pte Gardener. 
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aim of this e·xercise was to train for Northern 
Ireland and we were able to practise patro ll ing on 
the streets, chatting up people to get information 
from them, carrying out a house by house· survey 
on a street, anti-sniper drills, bomb scare drills, 
vehicle check points, pub raids, arrests, searches, 
anti-riot drills and last but not least, bu: lding up 
an·d placing together information on wanted people. 
The Battal ion owes a great deal to the Provosts, 
Town Councils, .Police, and townspeople of Frase-r
burgh, Huntly, Keith and Peterhead and to the 
British Legion in Fraserburgh and the Sandhaven 
WRI, all of whom co-operated in the fullest possible 
way and have made a very rea l contribution to our 
standard of living. I am quite certain that no other 
Regiment has the superb and active support that 
we have from our " ain folk" . We we·re glad to have 
the opportunity to entertain the Provosts and Town 
Clerks of these towns as well as Chief Constable 
Tom Chasser and Chief Superintendent Bob Rankin 
at a Lunch in Reg imental Headquarters during the 
exercise. 

EXERCISE BU CHAN WANDER 
" Too many fingers in the . . . " 

From left to riv ht-Capt D. M. Napier , Maj D. M. M. Du 
Boulay, Maj P. W. Graham. 

(By cour tesy North Eastern Press) 

EX ERCISE BUCHAN WANDER 
Sgt Henderson 's Road Block. 

Left to r ight-LCpl Hunter, Cpl Maclaren, WPC Pat Milne, 
Sgt Henderson. 
(By courtesy of North Eastern Press) 

EXERCISE BUCHAN WANDER 
Cpl Duncan dressed as a fish worker being arrested by LCpl 

and Pte Shuft of " A " Company. 

One of the side e·ffects of the Exercise was that 
during the one· week of Ex Buchan Wander we had 
thi rty-two applications to join the Regiment. Th is 
may give us cause to wonder if we should slant 
our recru it ing methods in a new d irection. At pres
ent the-re is a very energetic and first class Regi
mental Recruiting Team to whom a great deal is 
owed for they spend long and awkward hours 
doing all they can to get recruits without which the 
Regiment will be extremely vulnerable to any fur
ther axing of the Army's strength. There is a high 
powered Regimental Rec r-uiting Committee com
prising a number of ex-Offi cers in the· .Regiment 
who are involved in big business and bring an 
unusual and interesting slan t to our recruiting ·ideas. 
The Ministry of Defence have turned down the 
Battalion's request for a Market Research Team to 
carry out a survey on new trends ·in the Regimental 
Area with a view to obtain ing new ideas on how we 
should best recruit in what is a very chang ing 
Aberdeenshire, Banffsh ire and Kincard ineshire. 
Perhaps the time has come to appeal for novel 
ideas from the Regiment as a whole· and those who 
have them should write to Regimental Hea·dquarters. 
We have, as the Americans would say, "a recru it
ing problem" which must be solved and any ideas 
or assistance would be appreciated. 

Finally, before allowing you to turn towards the 
Company and Department Notes, mention must be 
made of certain personalities. All ranks of the 
Battalion were saddened by the news of the tragic 
death of Lie·utenant Alan Ross who had been so 
popular with everyone and had been such a cheer
ful and friendly member of the Regiment. He was 
buried in Aberdeen on 28th December and a very 
large number of serving members of the Regiment 
attended. We offe-r every sympathy to his parents, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs. G. N. Ross, to <his 
brothe·r, Captain Malcolm Ross and to his sisteor. 

Sadly we will have said farewell to Major A. A. 
Bull , RAPC, by the time these notes are published. 
Maje-r JoHnny Bull has served the Battalion as Pay-
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master fo1 nearly nine years during which time he 
has given us " sterl ing" service and has become a 
very popular member of the Battal ion - but, more 
of that elsewhere in these notes, suffice· to say we 
sincerely wish him every happiness in the future . 

Padre David Reid and his family have left us to 
go to the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards in Pirbright 
and they go with our best wishes, as does Captain 
A. I. 0. Forbes who leaves us for a two year attach
ment to 1st Battalion 2nd King Edward VII 's Own 
Gurkha Rilles. We also say fa rewell to Lieutenant 
D. C. Thornycroft, BW, who returns to Hong Kong, 
and to Lieutenant N. D. Fletcher, RAOC, who has 
left us after his successful attachment to " A" 
Company. 

We are glad to welcome back Captain and Mrs. 
R. D. Ord, Captain and Mrs. F. D. H. I rvine, Captain 
D. M. Naoier, and to welcome Second Lieutenants 
R. A L. Gilchrist, BW, A. G. B. Rogers, 1/2 KEO 
GR, R. S. Cowa.rd, RAOC, all three of whom have 
joined us on attachment and are all serving in " B" 
Company. Padre Bruce Hay has also arrived and 
will be our Padre• for our tour in I reland after which 
he returns to his parent .unit. We wish him a happy 
if short stay in our midst. 

MAJOR A. A. BULL 
Thirty-five years service and still going st rong is 

an achievement in its own right. For Johnny Bull 
this is only the least oi his claims to Regimental 
fame. Although you can sometimes detect a cap 
badge or a button that gives a hint of his officia l 
position as an officer of The Royal Army Pay Corps, 
Johnny has spent his whole period of commissioned 
service as Paymaster of the First Battal ion, and 'it 
is not surprising that he has become as much a 

Maj A. A. (Johnny) Bull. 

Gordon Highlander as any who have joined the 
Regiment ·direct. 

His eight-and-a-half years give him a longer 
period of continuous service than any other officer 
now with the First Battal ion. 

Johnnie's job has been money. How m uch has 
passed through his hands would baffle the com
puter at Worthy Down . He has shown an amazing 
knack for keeping ·even the most recalcitrant ac• 
count holder on the r ight lines, and he has seen 
the Battalion funds through lean days and through 
exceptionally busy ones, whi le all the time he has 

EXPLOSION AT BLEARY 

The three members of the Regiment who were killed at B leary on 18th June, 1972, were WOII Arthur McMillan, Sgt ian Mutch 
and LCpl Colin Leslie . Presentation Repimental Badges photographed above, which were bought from money given to the 
Battalion by sympathetic local people in Bleary, Armagh, Lurgan and Portadown , have been given to Mrs. McMillan, Mrs. Mutch 

and Mr. and Mrs. Leslie. 
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produced order where chaos would reign without 
him. Without wish ing to ·invite a bid from Jim 
Slater, suffice to say that the Battalion 's finances 
are in a very healthy condition, thanks to his good 
husbandry, and if a soldier's account should mom
entarily slip into the red, the fault can certainly be 
traced to any other corner o·f the barracks but the 
Pay Office. 

Johnnie's contr ibution to the Battalion has nevef 
known such things as union rules or d emarcation 
problems. He and his staff have always under
taken any matter which they felt they could tackle 
with the expertise, or just the time, that they had 
available, when others were busy. Statistics of any 
kind, the running of canteens, help with the Bat
talion 's moves, all come the way of the RAPC 
Detachment who take the•ir line· from the Paymaster. 

In return the Battalion has ·chalked up a number 
of "firsts" in Johnnie's career; Badminton at 6 a.m. 
was never a daily feature of his life unti l 1971 and 
he once admitted that his long and distinguished 
career th rough t he 1939-45 war, and the rigours of 
the Middle East and Aden had never brought him 
so close to the front line as his tour in Northern 
Ire land in 1972. 

Johny is to spend his last two years in the Army 
in one of the powe·r houses of the• pay world, at 
Nottingham. He will take a wealth of exper ience 
with him, and if it is possible to make the system 
more helpful to the sharp-end sold ier whom it is 
suppos€d to serve, we can be sure he will ac·hieve 
all that can be done. He will be sadly missed fo r 
his competence, helpfulness, and, most of all , for 
his cheerful company, but no one can deny that he 
deserves a more settled existence, than an infantry 
battalion can offer at the present day. 

To Johnny and Margaret, many thanks and all 
the best for the future. 

"A" COMPANY 

OC- Major N. F. M. Oxley. 
21IC- Captain R. D . Ord. 
CSM- WOI I W. Fraser. 
OQMS-CSgt P. Charman . 
lnt Sgt-Sgt N. Donald. 
Patrol Leaders- Sgt R. Philip and 

Sgt L. Green. 

SSgt Green, Lt C. Price, Sgts Boyle, Pierson and Henderson 
ready to leave Gough Barracks, Armagh. 

FAREWELL TO ARMAGH, JULY/AUGUST, 1972 
None of us was sad to leave Armagh. Although 

Gough Barracks were comfortable and our opera
tional task not demand ing, the· tragic death of Lcpl 
Paddy Harper whilst doing a Vehicle Check Point 
on the edge of town, left a bad taste in our mouths. 
Lcpl Harper was a quiet, strong and cheerM 
soldier; a real "A" Company soldier and a fine 
Gordon Highlander. We all miss him very much 
and remember him with deep respect. 

Our last four weeks on the border in Northern 
Ireland went quietly and generally successfully. In 
the Kea-dy area the Reece Platoon under Lt Price 
found an ammo and explosives cache and Lt 
McDonald found some well hidden arms wrapped 
in Orange Order Sashes. Nearer at home Pte 
Sneddon, on patrol with the Tynan Police·, found a 
booby trap and led " 0 " Company to a major find. 

At the end of August we welcomed Major 
Donlon of " D" Company 1 Staffs and handed over 
our 26 miles of Border to him with muoh pleasure. 
Our return to Scotland was more pleasant than the 
remainder of the Battalion as we had to go back by 
c ivilian ferry instead of the LSL. 

Once we had got ourselves unpacked and 
organised the Company d ispersed on some very 
well earned le·ave. 

SENIOR NCO's CADRE, OCTOBER/NOVEMBER, 
1972 

On the Battalion 's return from leave· "A" Com
pany's task was to run a Cadre for Junior Sergeants 
and Senior Corporals, based on the Platoon Ser
geants' Course in .Srecon. H lasted for four weeks 
and finished with a 48-hour exercise•. We• concen
trated on teaching the students, how to instruct, 
platoon tactics, weapon training, drill and field
craft. 

Sgt Green who had recently been an ·instructor 
at Brecon provided the bulk ·Of experience; he was 
ably assisted by the three syndicate· commanders, 
Sgts McKinnon , Green and Campbell. 

We are all highly please·d by the• interest taken 
by the students and the improvement shown 
throughout. Cpl Charlie• Dent, now a sergeant, was 
the worthy winner as best student and had the hon
our of commanding the combined SNCOs and 
JNCOs final parade on 10th November during which 
the Commanding Officer took the salute. Cpl Bert 
Martin, "A" Company, passed out next highest. 

JUNIOR NCOs CADRE 
Undoubtedly the highl ight of the Cadre came 

during our final exercise which took place on Lord 
Lovat's estate at Strathfarrar, kindly arranged for us 
by his factor in Beauly, Sandy Cumming. lOuring the 
exercise it rained, snowed and blew a gale. By day 
we d id section and platoon attacks and by night we 
did recc e and fighting patrols. H was certa'nly 
some of the wildest country available· and the 
training was of the highest value. We real.ised that 
th is was where the Lovat Scouts were tramed and 
are not a bit surprised that they were such fine 
sold iers. 

" D" Company were responsible for runn ing the 
two JNCO Cadres. "A" Company were well repre
sented amongst the above average students. 

On the first Cadre Lcpl David Duncan 98 and 
Lcpl Tony McBride both achieved B qradings. Whilst 
on the second cadre Pte Mitchell 91 passed out as 
the most improved soldiN and Lcpls Rock Mc
Lellan and Derek Watson, Ptes Mick Colligan and 
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Nick Shand were all graded above average. Well 
done to all these students who must have worked 
very hard to obtain such a high standard. 

EXERCISE BUCHAN WANDER, JANUARY, 1973 

We finished our Castle Guard commitment on 
8th December and most of us had to rush from 
Edinbu rgh for the Annual Administrative Inspection 
which also took place that day. The Inspection went 
well and we spent the rest of !December fin ishing 
various cadres and getting fi t. On 22nd Decembe·r 
we vanished on leave and le.ft the• soldiers who 
were too young to join the King 's Own Scottish 
Borderers in Northern Ire land or the Black Watch 
in Hong Kong, to guard the Castle for us. 

Once back from leave we welcomed back the 
Reece Platoon under command. We wasted no 
time shooting on the ranges, getting fi t and learn
ing our operational techniques. We patrolled in 
Inverness using the residential area sometimes and 
the shopping centre at others. Mr. H ill , the Town 
Clerk, could not have been more helpful. We hope 
to use the city again. 

On 19th January the Company moved to Keith. 
There, by kind permission of Provost Robertson 
and the T & AVR, we spent three days training in 
the town. Company HQ and three platoons took 
over the Drill Hal l and our enemy - the young 
KOSB and BW sold iers - under Sgts Phi lip and 
Green and Cpl Thomson 64, took over St. Thomas's 

Maj N. F. M. Oxley and Dougal. 

" I am a very stern and tough officer- see how my dog 
cringes". 

Church Hall. Our time there proved most valuable. 
The town sfolk really joined the spirit of the e·xercise 
and at one time we had five bomb scares in the 
main street. We are sure Mrs. Jessie Henderson , 
chief rebel , caused most of the trouble, but Keith 
Smith of the Royal H ote l and Pte Rosie were not 
far beh ind. Lt-Col .Kynoch, an old 6th Battalion 
warrior, was h eard to say, "B Regulars pinching all 
my mill workers." However, if we saw troub le 
coming, Ssgt Donald averte·d it by quickly ringing 
up the newspapers with our side of the story. If 
all else failed, Sgt Richards down at the Police 
Station, put in a k ind word for us. 

Havin g completed our train ing in Keith we drove 
to Fraserburgh where we we•re fed ·into the sausage 
machine of the· Battal ion 's one-day exercise. What 
a time we had! Lt Price went off to deal with a 
sn iper and ended up on BBC TV. Sgt Paterson did 
a head count on half the town and Sgt Sutherland 
nearly sorted out a nasty •riot all on his own. We 
arrested almost 50 people and gave our new 21C 
Captain Ord many grey hairs trying to avo'd send
ing in "Arrest Reports". 

All "A" Company soldiers agreed that these four 
days of Ex Buchan Wander were the best and most 
realistic training we have ever had. 

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS 

Relative sanity has returned to all members of 
Company HQ since our return from Armagh, al
though, at the moment preparations are well under 
way to take us all back to a state of temporary 
insanity. 

Since our retu rn we have been kept busy ·in all 
departments, what with Stocktaking Boards, Docu
ments Inspection and the FFR. Since the beginn ing 
of this year life· has got more hectic but at the same 
time, more enjoyable. Exercise Buchan Wander was, 
for Company HQ, a great success and although 
h ard work prevailed , a lot of new friends were 
made in Keith and Fraserburgh areas. 

In readiness for our forthcoming tour in Ireland 
Company HQ has been increased ·in size by our 
squirrels. We welcome to the HQ Sgts Rab Ph ilip 
and Lennie Green, Cpl Ddugie Thomson, Lpcl 
Wullie Ph imister, Ptes Thom Armour and John Dun
can. We also welcome back Sgt Norrie Donald 
from the T & AVR and Cpl Spud Thomson from 11 
Bde HQ. 

We say congreatulations and farewell to Cpl 
" The Rock" McLellan on his promotion and depar
ture to 11 Pl. Congratulat ions also go io Cpl 
Dougie McAIIan on ·his promotion to Cpl and to 
Pte and Mrs Ronn ie Graham on the recent arrival 
of another daughter. 

Apart from all the arrivals and departures, Com
pany HQ remains the same with Major Oxley at the 
helm and CSM Bill Fraser as his right hand and 
CQMS •Pat Charman in the stores. 

We· are pleasecl and proud to have back under 
command Lt Chris Price and all the boys of the 
Reece Platoon and wish them all 1he best ol luck 
with us on our coming Northern Ireland tour. 
Bds HQ. 

Finally. we welcome Captain Richard Ord to " A" 
Gompany. He has been f lying helicopters for the 
past four years and has now relieved Captain Mal
colm Ross who has gone to Warminster on a Junior 
Staff Course. 
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11 PLATOON 

Platoon Commander- 2Lt J. L. S. Barrow, RAOC. 
Platoon Sergeant-Sgt L Sutherland. 

Here we !have another episode in the saga of 
11 Platoon. In the last few months, with people 
coming an~ going, the platoon has been quite 
nomadic. 

We first say farewel l and congratulations to Ssgt 
Andy McKinnon on ·his recent promotion and, al
though posted to "B" Company, we still see him 
from time to time. Congratulations to Sgt Suther
land who never left t he Platoon but was j ust pro
moted in rank and job. 

We must say a fond farewell to Lt Neil Fletcher, 
RAOC; we hope he enjoyed his short stay with us. 
I think I will speak for all when I say it was a most 
refreshing expe,rience working with him. Now we 
await the arrival, in February, of Lt Barrow who 
takes the place of Mr. Fletcher and we sincerely 
hope he enjoys his tour with us. 

Farewell to Lcpl Charlie Brown, alias "Moaning 
Minnie"; we hope he recruits more members to the 
Platoon in Aberdeen. 

Farewell also to the· Jocks who have c ushie jobs 
now within the Battalion - Ptes Davie Gordon, 
Tam Armour, Mickie Mar r, Doughball Masson and 
Ben Johnston. 

· A big welcome to our much needed new mem
bers, Ptes Mu nro and Barclay and also to Cpl 
" Rock" Mclellan. Keep out of his way when t h·e 
fi·re bell r ings you might get three quick rounds. 

We are now reaping the harvest of new mem
bers to the Regiment. " My Dad's a Major" Mitchell 
91 got h imsel f a bouncing baby girl. The " Rock" 
now has a new appointment with a son, "Rock 
Junior". I am led to believe there are a few more 
on the way - keeP' it up, ladies, we need the 
recruits. 

Wee McGowan has got himself married. It's a 
full-t ime job trying to get him to work now! Must 
be something. 

Cpl "Waffles" Paisley has lett us for the Com
pany lnt Sec. Now we. have a new pu nishment. One 
hour locked in a room with him without Ear 
Defenders. 

After all our courses and cadres we are all now 
highly educated, fully fi t fighting mach ines. Cheerio 
folks, hello Belfast, 

Capt R. D. Ord, Cp l Cunningham and LCp l Gray contro lling 
ops in Keith. 

12 PLATOON 

Platoon Commander-2Lt The Hon. I. D. W. Chant 
Sempill. 

Platoon Sergeant-Sgt J. Paterson. 

Members of "A" Company meet the Provost of Keith. 
Left to right-Provost Roberson, Cpl Milton, LCp ls Duncan, 

Ewing , Pies Dunne, Winchester. 
(By courtesy of Isla Studios, Keith) 

Well, here we are again, it's b·een quite a whi le 
since you last hear·d from us. We have just come 
back from a long leave and are ready for training 
again. 

There have been quite a lot of changes in the 
Platoon lately as we have lost our old boss, 2Lt 
MoDonald, who has gone as train ing officer to 
Glencorse, and we wish him good luck. 

Lcpl Ronnie Inglis has left us to go to the lnt 
Sec where he will be with his old friend Lcpl Tex 
Hodgson. Ptes Pussie King, Davie Blythe and 
Skinney Beverley left us and went to the Mortars. 
G·ibb and Massie are in the Sigs now, and good 
luck to .Ptes Mcinnes, Muir and Sharp who were 
attached to us from the Black Watch and have now 
gone back to the ir Battalion. 

Titch Kirton has just been demobbed. Good 
luck to him in Ciwie Street. 

We congratulate' the following on their pro
motion:- Hawk Henderson to Lcpl, Pte Duncan 98 
to Lcpl and posted to 11 Pl. 

We have had an awful lot of new lads in the 
Platoon and they are· Baldy Boag (reason , no hair), 
Jam Byers, Dozy Crighton, Young Fraser (loves 
runn ing) , Little Kidd (no relation to George Kidd ), 
Lanky Russell , Fou r Eye Watt (just got his new 
glasses) , and Wee Webster. 

Pte George has just come from the Depot, while 
Campbell 40 is just back from Recruiting (a job 
well done), and Pte Bruce 36 has returned from " B" 
Company. 

Tony McBride and Peem Elrick have just 
finishe·d courses and got good reports. Well done. 

We have a lot of quiet lads in the Platoon, ex
cept of cou~rry the Wog" Lindsay, with 
Titch Sherwood and " Scouse the Cook" Walker, 
they just don't give· anyone peace at all. Always 
jumping about. 

Finally, al l of us in the Platoon welcome Mr. 
Chant Sempill who takes over as Platoon Com
mander. We hope his stay will be long and meriy. 
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RECCE PLATOON 
Platoon Commander-Lt C. E. Price. 
Platoon Sergeant--Ssgt A. Stewart. 

By September we wer-e all well and truly 
hardened to Irish ways, the cups of tea at Mrs. 
Harrison's (all night cafe) being much appreciated. 
Then late on in the tour came the " shoot up" of the 
Platoon ·in which, thank goodness, nobody was hurt; 
Sgt Green of course chose to be enjoying the £3-a
night tariff in the Muirtown Hotel at the time! 

On our return from Ireland quite a split up of 
the Platoon took place. We said good-bye to Ssgt 
Green (WT Staff), Sgt rD. Henderson (Drill Course). 
Cpl .Knowles ("B" Company), and to Ptes Mclean 
and Wright in whom Civvie Street rhas ·gained a 
couple of good Jocks. 

The Senior Ranks Cadre went well with Cpl 
Charl ie Dent of course top of the class. The Junior 
Ranks Cadre employed a few of us and good re
sults were achieved by the Reece representatives. 

We say a hearty hello to Ssgt Stewart on his 
appointment as Reece PI Sgt and congratu lations 
to Charlie Dent on getting his third one and also to 
Lcpls Morrison and " 55" on reaching the first step 
of the ladder. We also congratulate Bill Boyd on 
his getting hitched. 

We now have a bit of leave before we reach 
Andersonstown and then after Ireland we are all 
looking forward to Singapore. 

"B" COMPANY 

OC-Major C. H . Van der rNoot. 
21C-Captain M. P. Taitt. 
OSM-WOII J. Melville. 
CQMS-Csgt G. Garden. 
21 PI Comd-2U R. S. Coward, RAOC. 
21 PI Sgt-Sgt R. St ronach. 
22 PI Com-2U A. G. tB. Rogers, 1 /2 KEO GR. 
22 PI Sgt--Sgt J. Shand. 
23 PI (BW) PI-2Lt R. A. L. Gilchrist, BW. 
23 PI Sgt-Sgt J. Malcolm, BW. 
Patrol Sgts--Ssgt A. McKinnon. 

Sgt J. Gordon . 
Sgt G. Reid. 

lnt Sgt-Sgt J. Gibson. 
Search Sgt-Sgt J. Mcintosh. 

At the time that our last notes were published, 
the Company, wh ich had for the last three months 
held the ring at Lurgan with just three platoons, was 
suddenly and swiftly reinforced on 31st July, 1972, 
by two more platoons and two troops from 4/7 
Royal Dragoon Guards, for Operation Motorman. At 
the same t ime our problems in Lurgan were halved 
by the equally sudden arrival from Germany of " D" 
Company 1st Bn The Queen's Own Highlanders. 
Thus, what with our Black Watch Platoon , Lurgan 
soon succumbed to the might of the Highland 
Brigade. The Brigade being made complete by 
frequent visits to Lurgan of Argylls f rom Newry to 
Brigade Headquarters. 

Operation Motorman was in itially a great suc
cess in Lurgan, where there were no physical bar
riers to be removed, as in the Bogside, but rather 
mental ones. With our vastly increased force we 
were able to dominate the trouble spots which in 
turn enabled us to make contact with the people of 
the estates and gradually win their confidence. 
Captain Taitt particularly made a great success of 
taking the young people off to the Mourne l\.lloun
tains for cl imbing expeditions. 

On 5th September, however, we were grateful to 
say goodbye to Lurgan and return to the Fort. 
Sadly the momentum of Operation Motorman could 
not be maintained, for a month after we left, the 
Queen's Own Highlanders returned to BAOR and 
our successors in Lurgan, "C" Company, The Staf
fordshire Regiment, were once again holding the 
ring with only three or four platoons, and inevitably 
the previous firm grip could not be maintained. Thus 
sadly we have seen Lurgan all too frequently back 
in the news. 

Those of us who were in Lurgan were very 
shocked and saddened by the death of Lt A. D. P. 
Ross in a road accid ent shortly before Christmas. 
He came out on !his summer leave from Troon to 
give us a helping hand - his hard work and fresh 
approach were a great asset to us during our last 
month. 

After a we.ll earned leave, everyone scattered in 
different directions on cadres, courses, recruiting, 
Edinburgh Castle Guard, Tigh na Blair Range and 
the Black Watch Platoon back to Hong Kong. "B" 
Company became the manpower reservoir for all 
the odd jobs whilst the other Companies ran cadres 
-the reservoir was never full , nearly always low 
and came within an inch of being drained on at 
least two occas1ons. 

The Company Commander ran the Company 
with the aid of a stream of sequestrated subalterns 
who never stayed long, whilst the Company 21C was 
on a course, Mr. Connon broke a leg on his way to 
a course and Mr. Thornycroft returned to Hong 
Kong. 

The Company Commander soon became the 
most travelled man ·in the Battalion, becoming a 
weekly commuter to Edinburgh to attend meetings, 
conferences, rehearsals and parades. And nearly 
as frequently he flew arou nd the UK to spread the 
word about the way the Army is fac ing up to the 
problems in Northern Ireland, his t ravels culminating 
in a round Br itain hop taking in Glasgow - Belfast 
- London - Lydd - Hythe - and so back to 
Inverness, during which recces were· made of ·our 
next parish in Ulste·r and of the Ranges at Hythe 
and Lydd. He feels the number of flying hours he 
has clocked up should entitle him to flying pay to 
go with his "wings" gained at Bracknell. 

The Company reformed after Christmas leave 
with several changes and particularly a sudden 
influx of officers. CSM Schoneville departed to keep 
an eye on the Intelligence Section and his place 
was taken by CSM Melville. The former 23 (BW) 
PI were replaced by another 23 ( BW) PI whom we 
welcomed from Hong Kong with 2Lt Rory Gilchrist 
·in command and Sgt Malcolm as PI Sergeant. Mean
while, 2Lt Richard Coward, RAOC, had already 
joined the Company in October from the Com
mando Logisl'ics Regiment, and took command of 
21 Pl. And on 18th January, 2Lt John Rogers of 
1 stl2nd KEO Gurkha Rifles also ar rived from Hong 
Kong via an MT course at Bordon, to take com
mand of 22 .P latoon. 

Ssgt McKinnon arrived from " A" Company and 
is commanding our Squirrel Patrol team (Intelligence 
and Gossip gathering force). He was joined by 
Sgt Gor·don from AGIO, Peterhead, and on promo
tion, Sgt Reid. Cpl Mcintosh was promoted on 
arrival from the Depot and is commanding our 
Search Team. Cpl Gibson was promoted and is now 
our Intell igence Sergeant. The Company Second in 
Command had returned sufficiently fortified from his 
Junior Command and Staff Course very eager to 
write movement instructions and show off his new 
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found bent for staff work. Mr. Connon was mean
while recuperating at Headley Court prior to re
porting for duty at Bridg~ of Don. Sadly we .hear 
he is now in Millbank w1th further complications. 

The team then complete and newly reformed 
was launched, following a Company Dance at Nairn, 
into a fast moving and comprehensive Northern 
Ireland training programme. By the time these 
notes are read the Company will be squatting in the· 
Falls Road Bus Station. Before' we go we will have 
paid a very worthwhile training visit to the Regi
mental area during Exercise Buchan Wander, 
trained on the excellent range facilities at Hythe 
and Lydd and trained on the streets of Inverness, 
and the Company Commander will have flown, 
once again, to Glasgow for TV training. 

The highlight of the· period was Exercise Buchan 
Wander. The Company spent three days at Peter· 
head carrying out most realistic training with the 
kind co-operation of the Town Council, local police 
and above· all the long suffering local populace. A 
great emphasis was laid on the ability of everyone 
to "Chat Up" the locals, which plays such an 
important part in our operations in Belfast. All 
kinds of incidents were practised from bomb scares, 
dur-ing one of which, much to his delight the Provost 
of Peterhead was held up, to sniper incidents. The 
Company then moved north to Fraserburgh for the 
Battalion set piece exercise in which the locals 
fully participated, suitably briefed and acting out 
roles assigned to them, either IRA or UDA, in this 
way the whole Intelligence process was very com
prehensively exercised. Let us hope that some of 
the younger element may join the Regiment, having 
seen their own Jocks operating on their own streets. 
The Company proved too adept at putting down a 
riot as there were soon too many prisoners and 
they had to be quickly released in order to play 
their next part in the drama. A great deal was learnt 
and the whole team had quickly settled down into 
operating trim. 

By the time these notes are read, all this hard 
training will be being hard put to the test by the 
hour, day and night, in Andersonstown. 

It is time now for a word from our various 
Detachments and the Platoons. 

CASTLE GUARD, 16 OCT 72 · 5 JAN 73 
The Company formed the greater part of the 

Edinburgh Castle Guard from 16th October 72 to 
5th January 73. As it was the quiet season for 
tourists the period was relatively uneventful with 
the only visitors of note being the 7th All Blacks. 
One finds it difficult to appreciate just how small 
some "Jocks" are until they come. up against 
Colonials of their volume. 

On the other hand there was a surprising flurry 
of Ceremonial activity with the Remembrance Sun
day parade and farewells and welcomes to the 
Governors of Edinburgh Castle. All those who took 
part took it in their stride, as they had the bottles 
and stones and abuse in Ulster. 

At any one time there were two full guards 
present at the Castle working on a 24 hours on , 
24 hours off basis. It involved policing the entrance 
by day in a high state of polish and patrolling the 
Castle as a whole at night in combat clothing 
equipps<:l with radios and rifles. The TOS certainly 
looked very much in place in the floodlight battle· 
ments in mid-winter above Edinburqh. The "off 
days" were often spent at the Commonwea~th 
Swimming Pool and a visit was made to the Edin
burgh Zoo to see Rajah the tiger adopted by the 
Regiment. \ 

TJGH NA BLAIR DETACHMENTS 23 OCT 72· 
14 NOV. 72 

The visual searoh of the mortar and anti-tank 
ranges at Tigh Na Blair in the wilds of Perthshire 
appeared at first to be a thankless task. However 
as the job progressed, a good sense of humour 
prevailed and sanity was nearly maintained for 
the full three weeks. The task was such that every 
man walked an average of 18 miles a day through 
heather and bracken with "eyes down for a fu ll 
house." Finds were infrequent, but Pte Stark 
excited us all by picking up a live 36 grenade. 

Sgt ·Reid never found it necessary to hold a roll 
call but merely asked if Pte Robertson (Black 
Robbie) was present, when it was soon discovered 
that he was "tail end charlie" of the detachment. 
Pte Black kept the local villagers amused with his 
tales of "spectacular events" that he alone had 
been involved in whilst on the range. The remainder 
found their entertainment in the form of lsobel, the 
barmaid at the Ancaster Arms. 

Despite gale force winds, driving snow and rain, 
a good job was done and many were loathe to leave. 

21 PLATOON 
The Platoon has been disjointed since we 

returned from our first tour in Northern Ireland in 
September. However, after Christmas the new 
orbat was drawn up. Prior to Christmas most people 
were occupied on cadres, courses and public 
duties, but now 21 are working flat out for the 
forthcoming tour in Northern Ireland. 

Exercise Buchan Wander went a long way to
wards mould ing 21 as a force to be reckoned with, 
despite the fact that we are d rawn from three 
different units. In addition to Gordon Highlanders 
we include five from the· <Black Watch and an odd 
Platoon Commander from the Cdo Log Regt. 

This should confuse the enemy ·in Andersons
town. 

22 PLATOON 
The Platoon returned more or less intact from 

Lurgan Northern Ireland, after a successful four 
month 'tour, and then proceeded on three· weeks' 
leave, considered by all to be well earned. That 
over, the Platoon spent little time together for the 
next few months, as there were many cadres, and 
also public duties done at Edinburgh Castle; there 
were few complaints to be heard about that! For 

I 'm not camera shy-2Lt A. G. B. Rogers-22 Platoon. 
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the duration of the cadres we were joined by a 
platoon from " D" Company; on re-separation they 
were seen to leave, muttering, and casting thankful 
glances over their shoulders. 

It was at this stage that the PFA (Physical Fit- \ 
ness Assessment) system came, made its mark 
(permanently in some cases) and went, expelled 
by the gasps of its victims. Damage was so great 
that the Hierarchy were forced to grant us Christ
mas leave. 

Most of the Platoon dribbled in after the leave, 
more or less on the right date. Work was now 
started in earnest, for there was only a six week 
"working up" period before going to Andersons
town, Belfast, for our next tour, which we are sure 
will be a different proposition from the last one. 
Patrols, night shoots, signals exeroises, BE Tests, 
medical lectures in profusion - so much wander
ing about, in fact, that several of us discovered 
obscure places in the Fort we never before knew 
existed - like Battalion HQ and so on. It all cul
minated in Exercise Buchan Wander, which went 
well we are told. 

The number of departures always seems greater 
than that of new arrivals, but somehow the Platoon 
seems roughly the same size. GONE are Sgt Seiv
wright to IJLB Oswestry, Cpls Alexander and Marsh 
to try civilian life, Ptes Mitchell 22, Mcilroy and 
Redwood to Support Company. COME are Ptes 
Marshall , Murray 02, McMorran and Main from the 
Depot, and 2Lt Rogers from 1st Battalion, 2nd KEO 
Gurkhas. 

Congratulations to Pte Wilson 21 (driving cadre), 
Pte Booth (Search Team Course) and Pte Merchant 
(another daughter). Pte Brown presumably also 
deserves them for becoming engaged. 

From the Black Watch Platoon we gratefully 
welcomed Ptes Bowman, KeHy, Rennie and Gallo
way on temporary attachment. 

Meanwhile, we are glad to see Cpl O'Hara 
making such good progress. He can often be seen 
refereeing a Battalion basketball match, and cannot 
be prevented from taking an active part ·in tra ining. 

23 PLATOON, ALIAS THE BLACK WATCH 
PLATOON 

On August 1st a new platoon was formed in the 
Black Watch. They lost their number and callsign 
(23) and became the Gordons Platoon. Volunteers 
appl ied from everywhere, for the platoon was going 
to be posted to a far-off country - Scotland. Three 
months later the platoon left Hong Kong and arrived 
at Fort George where they were formally welcomed 
at a Regimental muster parade and regained their 
callsign (23). The platoon, under Sgt Malcolm, 
then -nu mbered forty and they soon had various 
Jocks detached to the Company Search Team, 
Company Intelligence Section and even some to the 
other two platoons. 2lt Gi lchrist rejoined the 
platoon fresh from a Platoon Commanders' course 
at Warminster. After E·dinburgh Castle Guard , leave 
and a Company Dance, we settled down to train for 
Ulster. Ex Buchan Wander was run in Peterhead 
and Fraserburgh , with considerable help and 
patience from the locals. Cpl Banks, ·during a 
"ssnatch" on the British Legion Club, leapt on a 
figure running out of the bar, grabbed him in a 
fearsome Akkido hold. At last he had caught the 
CSM who was acting as our enemy target No. 1, or 
so he thought until he saw his prisoner. " Oh, Lord. 
a civvy," he muttered before the man found himself 
sitting back in the bar with his hair tidied and suit 
brushed down all in a matter of seconds. As for 

LCpl K irk, Cpl Baillie and Cpl Banks fro m 23 Platoon at the 
Company Dance (?). 

the future, we are soon sending a party off to Inver
ness Bus Corporation, to practise searching buses, 
we share our future home in Belfast with 88 
double-deckers and we want to be able to make 
sure they are " empty" when we put them to bed 
each night. 

A READING BY OUR OFFICER FROM THE EAST 
Lo, hear ye the words of a disorientated Gurkha 

1. And behold, it came to pass that unto me was 
delivered a posting unto the County of Inverness. 
Yea verily into the very midst of the 1st Battalion, 
The Gordon Highlanders. And when I had come, it 
fell to me to visit my platoon, there to sit at the 
feet of Sgt Shand, a warrior mighty in battle, to 
learn of him that which I might do. 
2. And he, when he had c rashed the ash, spake: 
"Draw near with faith and another chair. Come ·unto 
me ye who would learn of the works of platoon 
commander. It is known that you are a proven 
assessor of situations and a shrewd concentrator 
of strength and not least mighty in flexibility. Let 
this not blind your sight, but glorify your platoon 
sergeant, and verily he will tell you all. 
3. Treat the multitude not as children and you w:ll 
have a right fine platoon. Commission unto yourself 
to be made a tam-o-shanter, that you may implant 
your own red button as the poppies grow in the 
field, and let us hope that no man tear it sunder. 
Pass not to your platoon sergeant the buck, rather 
field it and deal with it, saying, it stoppeth here. On 
range days shoot not so straight as the birds of the 
sky do fly, lest there be too many targets to be 
patched up. Win not at Akkido, lest bones be broke. 
Fill disposal periods not with boring lectures, but 
rather with true and good parables of Singapore 
night life. Make us not do drill to weary our feet, 
but give unto us more platoon smokers and go forth 
with understanding and strong spirit, namely that 
which is called Glenfiddich, and all manner of 
cigarettes, and all the Jocks will worship your name 
and cry, Hosanna! Do this and our experience in 
Lurgan will reveal to you in Belfast the· enemy who 
is the true enemy, and the· friend who is the true 
friend, that you be not stabbed in the back in the 
Falls Road. Lo, hearken to my words, for they are 
the very truth , and go now with strength to do the 
works of 22 Platoon. 
4. And so I did. 
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" D" COMPANY 
OC-Major A. N. M. Scott. 
21C-Captain F. D. H. Irvine. 
CSM-WOII J. Ashbridge. 
CQMS-Ssgt M. Mackie. 
41 PI Comd-Lt M. F. Smith. 
41 PI Sgt-Sgt J. Morrison. 
42 PI Comd-lt R. A. Lamb. 
42 PI Sgt-Sgt W. Mitchell. 
443 PI Comd-Pipe Major J. Kerr. 
43 PI Sgt-Drum Major B. Huntington. 
Coy HQ PI Comd-Sgt W. Pratt. 
Coy HQ PI Sgt-Sgt G. Reid. 
lnt Sgt-Sgt J. Smith. 

The past six months have not been uneventful. 
These notes cover our latter period in Armagh, 
the Jun ior NCOs Cadres, the planning and prepara
tion period for our return to Ulster in late February 
'73, and some domestic news. 

If it was possible, the pace seemed to ·increase 
during our last two months in Armagh and Porta
down. The July marches went off reasonably peace
fully although we were fully deployed over th is 
critical period. In late July we handed over res
ponsib:lity for Portadown to Support Company 
(again) and we were then able to concentrate 

Pte "Gut hers" Guthrie on patrol in Armagh. 

entirely on defeating the IRA in Armagh City. 
Nevertheless, our time in Portadown was not wasted 
as we learned just how important it can be to every 
soldier, at every level, to be able to "chat up" the 
local population and, therefore, contribute towards 
the reduction of tension without the use of force. 
Despite our success there, with both Catholic and 
Protestant communities, it seems that it will be 
some t ime before peace returns to that town. It 

ESCORT GROUP 
LeH to right-Pte Brooks, Pie McQueen, Pte Menzies, LCpl 

McKenzie, Pie Gardiner, LCpl Whyte. 

should be noted that Sergeant " Wullie" Pratt de
clined to light one of the 12th July bonfires - he 
noticed, fortunately, at the last moment, that an 
effigy of the Secretary of State for Ireland was on 
top! 

Suddenly it was August and we found we had 
only four weeks to tidy up Armagh before returning 
for a very welcome leave. It seemed at times as 
though three months' work was being compressed 
into one but it was satisfactory to see our efforts 
of the first two months at ground level paying off. 
We were able to operate as a company and all the 
platoons developed their own special skills as a 
result of our training and initial experience. Al
though, perhaps, invidious to single out who per
formed best at the various skills, it would be fair 
to say that 41 Platoon became particularly skilful at 
cordon and search operations; 42 Platoon were 
noted for their steadiness under riot conditions; 
and 43 Platoon developed a liQhtening "lift" pro
cedure which collected and delivered people in a 
way that they hardly noticed! 

All in all , our last month passed very quickly 
and we were very close to capturing our two most 
wanted men in the last week; unfortunately not close 
enough and they slipped away in the darkness. 
Perhaps a few final words should be said before 
we close this demanding and rewarding period of 
operational service in Ulster. Firstly, we owe a lot 
to the Royal Ulster Constabulary, and all their ex
oerts in forensic science and other departments, 
both in Armagh and Portadown, without whose help 
our task would have been impossible; especially 
Serpeant John Poland who was seconded to work 
in direct liaison with the Company for July and 
August. To put it quite simply in a situation such 
as Ulster the Army must get on with the local police 
(IRUC) or it will never succeed in its long term aim. 
To do this we require an almost superhuman 
patience and tact at command level and team 
spirit and understanding from both sides at Jock 
and Constable level. We were fortunate and we 
saw how it paid off. Secondly, our casualties were 
l ight; Pte " Wullie" Craig was shot in the lower back 
in the last week of Auaust in D'Aulton Road and 
was awav for most of the Autumn. Happily, he is 
co;npletely recovered and is now traininq hard for 
the coming tour. Only recently joined, rhe showed 
~ourage and fortitude which ·is an example to us all 
during these painful months. Pte "Cammy" Donald 
has a two-inch furrow across the heel of his boot 
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(he was untouched) caused by a sniper ~IJ.irnu,Jp 
during a search operation: a lucky escape. Thirdly, 
the law! As a result of our actions in Ulster many 
soldiers have been recalled for the various court 
cases. In principal , the least said the better about 
the judicial system and the instance of up to nine 
soldiers appearing at one time for a case to find 
the defendant had telephoned in that morning (all 
nine had been ·in Ulster at least twelve hours 
beforehand) to excuse his absence because of a 
cold, was an unhappy one, to say the least. Never
theless, everybody returned a few weeks later to 
see the man -receive a £40.00 fine and be bound 
over for two years. However, the procedures are 
~mproving and -it is satisfying to see that some of 
-the nastier of our old "friends" are being punished 
severely for their misdemeanours during the 
summer. 

Various changes took place at the end of our 
Ulster tour as 41 Platoon said goodbye· to Sgt 
"Speedy" Campbell who goes to Shetland for a tour 
with the T & AVR His lean frame will be missed. 42 
Platoon said farewell to Sgt (now Ssgt) "Tootie" 
Stewart who rhas led the Platoon with dist inction 
and flair throughout '72. He went to the Reece 
Platoon while 43 Platoon bid adieu to Lt Richard 
Lamb who moved to 42 !Platoon and took Cpl 
"Mitch" Mitchell with him as his Platoon Sergeant. 

The Company went on leave for three weeks 
and returned, refreshed, in early October. We then 
split and nominated soldiers went to join the various 
cadres being run throughout the Battalion; the bal
ance coming under control of " B" Company to do 
public duties all over Scotland. 

Front row-Lt Smith, CSM Melville, Maj A. N. M. Scotl, 
CSgl Ashbridge, Capt Duncan, Lt Lamb. Second row-Cpl 
Elsbury, Cpl Cole, Sgt Prall. Third row-LCpl Cullivan, Cpl 
McArthur, LCpl Mailer, Cpl Taylor, Cpl Fyfe, LCpl Malcolm. 
Fourth row-Cpl Mllchell, Cpl Greenlaw, Cpl Robson, Sgt 
Proctor._ Fifth row- LCpl McKenzie, Cpl Gow, LCpl McMaster, 

Sgt Campbell; last but not lea•l D( M Hunlington. 

Company HQ had the ·responsibility of runn ing 
two Junior NCO Cadres between Octobe·r and Dec
ember and to assist us we had a permanent staff of 
six soldiers from the Company who acted as GO 
men and enemy when required. Each Cadre started 
with 48 soldie,rs who were divided into two divisions; 
each d ivision was sub-divided into three· syndicates 
contro-ll-ed by an Instructor Sergeant (the DS). Lts 
Christopher Price and Richard Lamb carried out the 
duties of Divisional Officers for Cadres 1 and 2 res
pectively. 

The cadres each lasted for three weeks and the 
aim was to teach students to be competent Section 
Commanders. Thus the subject matter covered 
weapon handling, range work and field exercises, 
drill, Section Commanders' responsibilities, fitness 
and endurance training and, covering all subjects, 
instructional techniques and teaching practices. A 
total of 82 students out of the original 96 completed 
the course satisfactorily, while the prize for the 
most improved student on each cadre was awarded 
to:-

JNOO 1- Lcpl "Mac" McMaster - " D" Coy. 
JNCO 2 - Pte "Scottie" Mitchell - "A" Coy. 
On reflection , the aim was probably too ambi-

tious, but the enthusiasm and hard work shown by 
those who finishe-d the course made up a lo·t for 
the lack of knowledge and experience. Ideally we 
should have been more se·lective and c-oncentrated 
on one six week ca·dre instead of two four week 
ones, either Pte to Lcpl or Lcpl to Cpl. Nevertheless 
the students derived a qreat deal of benefit from 
the cadres as did the OS. 

There were now less than two weeks left before 
goinp on leave on 19th December. This was spent 
on planning and preparation which included Platoon 
Orders of Battle- and selection of various specialists 
(snipe·rs, searchers, etc.) for our forthcoming Ulster 
tour; it also included plans for the January and 
February training in preparation for Ulster. 

In between times Sgts Pratt and Morrison went 
to ·Lydd with Support Companv and prepared our 
own programme in outline; the Company Com
mander went to Ulster for three days on a recce 
and also managed a trip to see Lydd/ Hythe Ranges 
for a couple of days, and, finally, two very success
ful Christmas parties on 21st December. 

The Company Children's Christmas Party was 
eventually organised and run by Cpl " General" Mc
Arthur and six single soldiers; there was the usual 
party tea, fun and games and, of course, Father 
Christmas (Pte Wullie Craig) arriving on his sledae 
drawn by a decorate-d, but motorised reindeer! We 
were also delighted to welcome six young ch ildren 
from the Island rBank Road Orphanage as our 
guests. Thank you all very much on behalf of the 
"marrieds" for such a fine party. We had, later on , 
a most successful Company Dinner Dance held in 
the Royal Hotel, Nairn; the food was good and the 
mood was good, and we crawled home about 2 a.m. 
Presentations were made to WOlf "Jimmy" Melville 
(a desk seat) - on leaving us for "B" Company, 
and to Mr. Robertson (77- Smash) - on leaving 
the Army. At the same time we welcomed the pro
motion of "Quarty" Ashbridge to WOlf in a fitting 
manner. 

Early January saw us return, perhaps a little un
fit(?) and start training in earnest for Belfast. So 
much has been going on since then (now the 31st 
January) that we are leavinp the detail for our next 
issue when the whole of the Ulster tour will be 
covered as well. However, rest assured we are very 
busy and have already completed a three-day Com-
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pany Exercise in Huntly, and a one-day Battalion 
Exercise in Fraserburgh. We are currently at Lydd 
Camp, halfway through our week's training here 
which is proving most useful. 

Lastly, we say goodbye to many of ~he "old 
team" who have· moved to specialist platoons. We 
welcome our newcomers and hope they are settling 
in well. We are also particularly glad to welcome 
back some old friends to the Company for six 
months; Drummie's lads are back and this time the 
" Enterprize" crew (under Pipie) join us to make a 
full platoon of the Drums and Pipes- (43) for the 
Ulster tour. 

"'owt bR,~t\ 1 PAIR 0~ 1.,-u.l(~ 1 
P.tp,i~ 't0\1.«. lrn.f To\Y\..OR .'' 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
OC-Maj D. M. H. Du Boulay. 
21C-Capt D. M. Napier. 
CSM-WOII F. Fraser. 
CQMS- CSgt H. MacConnel. 
Mortar PI Comd- Lt I. D. S. Forsyth. 
PI Sgt-Sgt W. McGill. 
Sect Comd-Sgt A. Seivwright. 
Sect Comd-Sgt J. Martin. 
Anti-Tank PI Comd-Lt I. F. Stewart. 
PI Sgt-Sgt A. Howie. 
Det Comd-Sgt G. Moodie. 
Det Comd-Sgt M. McKillop. 
Assault Pioneer PI Comd-Sgt G. Innes. 

"Tiger and Sphinx" notes are due" . The call 
echoed round the unmoved battlements of Fort 
George, and sent shivers down the spines of those 
unfortunates who knew where the buck was going 
to stop. Pencils were sharpened, wits rather less 
so, and midnight oil was stocked up in quantity. 
Night fell at the Fort, and nothing was heard but 
the scribble of pencil on paper, the hesitant clack
ing of typewriter keys, and occasional muttered 
oaths as the odd "QJ}%nty 19&@;?" interspersed 
itself in otherwise immaculate typed script. Per
severance pays, however, and here is the result. 

The last notes saw the Company in t he middle 
o f its tour in Northern Ireland. The present notes 
are being written as it is polishing up its ski lls 
before returning for another four month tour. The 
period in between has been, understandably, full 
and, at times, hectic. We lost Captain Peebles three 
days after returning from Ireland. He had obviously 
had enough of the single life, and he was married 
in the Fort George Chapel. Since then he has dis
appeared, for the first few months into the hills, 
ostensibly studying for his exams, and lately down 
to Edinburgh, where he is now ADC to the GOG. 
We don't know how he got on in h is exams, out 

we wish him and his delightful missus well where
ever they are now. 

His place as OC was taken by Major Du Boulay, 
who more than filled the parl-in fact he overflowed 
in places! His raucous laugh is now quite familiar 
in the lines, as is his faithful hound, " Whisky" , who 
has caused the downfall of more than one Jock, 
not to mention the occasional officer. That should 
teach them to look where they're going! 

Cadres, duties and guards seemed to be the lot 
of everyone up until Christmas. Shoots for the mor
tars and anti-tanks at Otterburn cheered the 
platoons up, expended much ammunition, and had 
no effect whatsoever on the most battle hardened 
sheep in Britain. Rusty skills, however, were 
brushed up, and new blood was introduced on the 
fir ing lines. 

Return from Christmas leave saw some changes 
in manning . WOII I. Collinson left to take up his 
new appointment in the OM's Department, and his 
p lace was taken by WOII F. Fraser, who said good
bye to the mortars. CSgt H. MacConnel has taken 
over as " Quartie" and can be seen pacing through 
the lines, lost in thought, and counting aloud on his 
fingers. A touch of elegance was lent to the Bat
talion Radio Net when Lt Stenhouse took over as 
"Pronto". " A" Company second-in-command at last 
arrived, in the shape of Captain Napier, who, after 
four years in foreign climes, had spent the previous 
four months f loating around the Battalion from com
pany to company, like a lost sou l searching for a 
place to rest. 

Exercise "Buchan Wander" found the Company 
training in Peterhead and Fraserburgh, where the 
townspeople co-operated wonderfully, allowing us 
to gain much invaluable experience in operational 
techniques in built-up areas. The exercise was not 
without its l ighter moments. In Peterhead a trawler 
was driven ashore during a gale, and, following a 
pol ice request for assistance, a party of Jocks was 
sent to guard it. They stayed on board, coming 
ashore only at each high tide, when the surging 
waters would reach the boat thumping and grind
ing it on the rocks. LCpl Jim "Para Handy" Suther
land left it too late, and a plaintive cry came over 
the air, " I canna get aff. Water's a 'roon' the boat". 
Visions of a Jock-laden trawler dri fting out to sea 
brought folk out in their hundreds, but the boat 
was too firmly aground for that, and, after a few 
uncomfortable hours, Sutherland's Marines once 
again stood on terra firma. The local police them
selves helped us in our training, sending constables 
out with patrols to assist in developing our 
"chatting up" techniques. They seemed to enjoy 
the exercise as much as we did, and we like to 
think that we left quite an impression on them, 
not least on the constable who finished up having 
his toe X-rayed after Pte Davey Davidson crashed 
down on it after leaving his Land Rover in a hu rry. 
When last seen that part icular member of the 
Peterhead constabularly was limping round his 
beat, studiously avoiding anyone in uniform. 

Fraserburgh inhabitants had their share of 
Support Company when we spent the last day of 
Buchan Wander there. Company Headquarters 
found itself working under no little pressure con
trolling operations in the town. If it is true that we 
learn by our mistakes then we certainly learned a 
lot that day! Unfortunately some of the Jocks 
suffered in the process. A patrol led by Cpl Cole 
(The Barra) was "overlooked" by Headquarters 
and spent four hou rs orbiting the same block of 
houses. 6ewildered onlookers eventually asked " The 
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Barra" if he would mind going round the other way 
as his patrol was making them dizzy. Meanwhile, 
a search of the fish factory brought cries of "Army 
Brutality" when Pte Mat Terris was observed 
making a suspect mark time, without shoes or 
socks, in full crates of fresh fish. We didn't have 
it all our own way, though, as Pte " Fingers" 
Robertson found out when his carefully selected 
and concealed "stake-out" position was compro
mised by a large and somewhat overfed goose. 
Obviously well trained by the local insurgents, the 
bird flushed " Fingers" out, and he was seen to 
make his exit closely pursued by the irate goose. 
Rumours of the Wonderful White-winged Warrior 
th reatened to spread alarm and despondency in the 
ranks, and everyone was alerted to beware the 
Fabulous Feathered Fighter. It may have been that 
the threat of Fraserburgh's secret weapon dis
tracted Pte Davey McKay from his immediate sur
roundings as he staggered down Platform 2 at the 
Railway Station, loaded down with full kit. Such a 
charitable explanation must be assumed to account 
for his act in stepping blithely into space off the 
platform. His crash to earth and piteous meanings 
thereon were the subject of great mirth and 
hilarity in the almost hysterical spectators. Even 
"Whisky", the Company Commander's dog, found 
it too amusing to bear, and relieved himsel f on the 
nearest Land Rover. "Whisky", incidentally, has 
only recently learned the technique of cocking his 
leg, which has allayed the worst fears of the OC 
that his dog was going to be a deviate! 

Incidents cropped up in the Fraserburgh part 
of the exercise with such alarming rapidity that 
feeding arrangements were sometimes thrown into 
chaos, and the spectre of death by starvation 
loomed before more than one eye. Sgt Graham 
Moodie and his patrol took steps to avert this un
timely end by retiring behind a convenient wall with 
a bagful of fish suppers, but the Fates have a 
habit of ruining such arrangements, and a volley 
of shots and a rapidly mounting riot sent fish and 
chips flying, and the patrol charging into action 
trailing clouds, not of glory, but vinegar and HP 
sauce. 

Belfast is now our priority, and " Intelligence" 
our Catchword. We are all trying to memorise 
names and faces, suburbs and streets, cars and 
numbers. "Do you need to know" is the password 
and IRA Bingo is the game. We have got a lot to 
learn, but we are in the mood to learn it, and 
everyone is looking forward to perfecting new skills, 
and making our mark whereever fortune leads us. 

All good things must come to an end-likewise 
"Tiger and Sphinx" notes. The Support Scribe can 
tape up his frayed and bleeding fingers, and sub
side once more into hibernation, until the panic
stricken cry goes up once more " 'Tiger and 
Sphinx' notes are due!" 

COMMAND COMPANY 
OC--Capt A. I. G. Kennedy. 
CSM-WOII J. Easson. 
CQMS-CSgt G. O'Neill. 

September saw the Battalion returning from 
Armagh and after a well earned leave Command 
Company reformed at Fort George. No sooner had 
it reformed than it was virtually disbanded again 
with parties disappearing on recruiting, cadres and 
to "B" Company on public duties. During this 
period we were even shorter of Company Com
manders than we were of soldiers. It must be the 
rarified atmosphere of the Company Office, the 

amount of stairs to climb or the aroma of the 
CSM's c)gars but Company Commanders have a 
nasty hal)~t of moving on. Captain Napier must hold 
the recorQ. He stayed 1t days before moving to 
Admin Company, a ground fl oor office! Captain 
Forbes lasted longest but he has now left us for 
the sun and the fleshpots of the Far East with the 
Gurkhas. The present incumbent is Captain 
Kennedy-obviously being Adjutant doesn't pose 
sufficient problems. After more leave over the 
Christmas and New Year period the Company was 
split up once more again with the Reece Platoon 
going to "A" Company and the Drums and Pipes 
to " D" Company and the Signals Detachments 
joining their Companies for our forthcoming tour 
across the water. 

Company "HQ" staff have al tered somewhat 
since our last edition. The CQMS is George O'Neill 
at present being educated on a day release course 
at Inverness Technical College. In the stores there 
is Cpl John McDonald and Pte Doug Christie. Cpl 
McDonald recently sat his EPC Exam and awaits 
the results with baited breath. Pte Christie dis
appeared South of the Border and got good 
gradings on both a Regimental Hygiene and Water 
Duties Course. It makes him fairly versati le as he 
qualified as a Dog Handler and a "Sniffer" before 
our visit to Armagh. Pte William Milne is the Arms 
Storeman. He thought he was onto a good thing 
when he deserted the Drums and Pipes, that is 
until he found himself on a Junior NCO's Cadre. 
Nevertheless, being Milne, he finished with a very 
good grading. 

Last but by no means least there is Pte Harry 
Strachan, the Company Clerk. He came to us from 
Admin Company when LCpl Henry decided that 
life in a rifle company office was easier (until he 
landed on a JNCO's Cadre). As we go to press 
we are preparing for Ex-Buchan Wander and Ex
Scottish Pheasant, but that is for the next edition. 

BATTALION ORDERLY ROOM 
A blanket of secrecy shrouds the Orderly Room, 

a curfew is imposed-the " Tiger and Sphinx" notes 
are being written. This is always a time for preg
nant glances and buck passing. I'd rather believe 
that the reason for my being picked to write them 
was because of my, wait for it, profound literary 
eloquence!! Anon, 1973. 

We all returned from Ulster with the view that 
it was like making love on a bed of nails ... You 
like what you're doing, but don't like where you're 
doing it. With apologies to Confuciuos. 

The Adjutant still continues his verbal battle 
with the Chief Clerk by means of the Office Inter
com. The voice without the face seems far less 
officious, and he often gets the tart repl ies of the 
Chief with no holds barred. Thank God for modern 
day electronics. 

Chiefie has been pressing the Inverness Council 
for a tarmac road to be laid from the Range Road, 
through "A" Range, straight up to the Fort as he 
finds the bracken and bumps a little discerning, to 
say nothing of the years he puts on when he finds 
his brakes won't work and he can't take the bend 
which necessitates him taking this "short cut". 
Keep trying Fangio! 

In our ultimate aim for perfection we have had 
our usual comings and goings. We bid farewell to 
Pte Paul Begg who has moved to "A" Company 
(your King Size might last a little longer over there! 
-cigarettes you fool). 

On the inventory we add Cpl "Not Now" Thow. 
who takes over the vacant seat of Movement Clerk. 

~ 
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Being a person who puts a premium on incentive 
he has already put out an Aide Memoire on " The 
Soldier's Guide To Hitching". Pte Begg's place has 
been filled by Pte Tam Milton. If his filing is as 
good as his coffee he will no doubt go a long way. 

Now for the Old Faithfuls. The two words do 
not necessarily relate. Sgt Ritchie must be con
gratulated on reaching the Sergeants' Mess. From 
the stories he tells of the amount of booze con
sumed, I think the problem is in leaving it, or at 
least finding your way back to bed. 

We congratulate " Bones" on his promotion to 
Cpl. I do anyway, 'cause it's me who is writing 
these notes. Never before in the annals of time has 
a more deservin g promotion been effected!! 

LCpl "P3, it's time for BE Tests" Booth is sti ll 
maintaining a high standard in the documents which 
was agreed by the members of the Documentation 
Inspection Team when they came down recently. 
As usual their stay ended in a smoker, and the 
next morning everyone had muzzy heads, and 
mutterings such as, "Did I really call him Les?'' 
were heard. 

LCpl James Gillies can be seen in the Oxfam 
Magazine. He is the skinny one WITHOUT the pot 
belly. But really he is the only man in the Gordons 
who can roll his sleeves up under his Jersey and 
never be checked. 

LCpl Gordon Davidson is at the moment float
ing, but like Moses no doubt he will rise to power 
and go on to great deeds of bluff. 

Norrie Summers has just returned from his B3, 
where he did well. Judging by the letters he has 
received which have been written in female hand
writing he did very well. 

While walking through the hills one bright spark 
( rhymes with clerk) saw an Aberdeen-Angus having 
just walked through a patch of lime. From its 
hooves to just below the knee cap it was covered 
in white, and I must say it did look as though it 
had spats on. The bright spark turned to his mate 
and said, " Is that what they call a Military Coup?" 
Boom, Boom. Bring back Tony Blackburn. 

Last but not least (which is a matter of 
opinion) I say hello to Postie Makepeace's fans. 
He assu res me he will be sending out signed 
photos as soon as he can get enough OP labels. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 
RSO-Lt J. M. W. Stenhouse. 
A/ROS-WOII J. Carter. 
Signals CSgt-SSgt F. Cole. 

The last issue found us preparing to leave 
Armagh. These notes are written to the accompani
ment of McPherson's typewriter hammering out the 
instructions, Orbats, and directives for our second 
tour of Northern Ireland. 

The last few months have been crammed with 
activity. Standard 2 and 3 Cadres have been com
pleted. The results of which are that we have some 
new signallers. 

On completion of the Cadres we were able to 
have a get together in Nairn. On this occasion we 
said farewell to Captain Forbes, and welcomed a 
new brainwashed Lieutenant Stenhouse. Captain 
Forbes of course- sorry no pun intended- was 
invited to sing for his supper accompanied by 
" Tucker's" usual ribald comments. We finally 
handed him over, complete with Ashplant, shop
soiled but still serviceable to the Gurkhas. 

Next on the programme was training at Hythe 
and Lydd with Support Company followed by Christ
mas and New Year leave, regretfully now passed. 

However, we then had Exercise Buchan Wander to 
look fo rward to and now another four months 
amongst the Diddy Men. 

We are happy to welcome Ptes Gibb, Massie, 
Christie, Morrison and Devlin. On a sadder note we 
said goodbye to two of our veterans Cpl Knox and 
LCpl White. Both "Geordie" and "Chalky" have 
served us well for many years; from Borneo to 
Northern Ireland. We wish them lots of luck and 
all the best for the tutu re. 

SIGNAL PLATOON PLAYERS 
(or Exercise Buchan Wander) 

The Signal Platoon's skill as communicators is 
well known throughout the Battalion. What is less 
wel l known is their talent at amateur dramatics. 

Under their belts already they have several 
successful productions including " Carry On Up The 
Cadre" the traditionally Corse farce which has 
been running almost as long as The Mouse Trap; 
and " The Exchange" a gripping thriller laced with 
suspense as the audience is left wandering how 
long it will be before the telephone is answered, 
and will the call be cut off before it is completed? 
This play didn't run for long before the cast was 
radically changed. 

However their most recent production, the 
premier of which was on 20th January before an 
audience of " B" Company has received tumultuous 
support. " Bovver in the Broch" is an adaptation 
of Beatrix Potter's " The Tale Of Jeremy Fisher", 
rewritten specially for those in Fraserburgh. 

One incident in particular is worth recording to 
those not involved in Exercise Buchan Wander. 

Due to excellent liaison with Macfisheries Ltd. 
carried out by Cpl "Tuck" Duncan, a most realistic 
problem was posed for the Companies as they 
came through Fraserburgh daily on the Exercise
that of recognising the gunman amidst his own en
vironment of a factory with all his colleagues whole
heartedly supporting him. 

The two snipers (Duncan and Pte "Ol ivier" 
Taylor) were given vast piles of authentic fish 
workers clothing to dress them identically with the 
rest from white hats to aprons and wellington boots, 
and their fishwife colleagues were most enthusiastic 
about their part in the scheme and at once pro
posed vengeance for any Security Forces entering 
their factory. 

Meanwhile outside the factory a small crowd (of 
Signal Platoon and young KOSB soldiers) were 
causing a disturbance led on by the infamous 
" Stuttering Peter" , a wanted man. With snipers in 
position high on the Macfisheries factory roof the 
crowd fled in front of assaulting troops, luring them 
into the snipers' sights and the ensuing ambush. 

Having fired, the snipers rapidly jettisonned their 
weapons into hiding places and evaporated 
amongst the numerous other workers in the factory 
and at once took up posts on the work benches 
along with their colleagues. 

Macfisheries played their part magnificently. The 
moment troops were in the building they met no 
co-operation and in some awkward moments open 
hostility was demonstrated by the fishwivies as 
verbal abuse, kippers and other maritime matter 
descended on the startled troops. Things became 
exceptionally rough for the Jocks when one or 

(

other of the snipers was recognised and vicious 
fish battles broke out-one noteable occasion was 
when Mr. Pr ice was pelted with prawns (as he 
attempted to arrest Cpl Duncan). thrown by Mrs. 
McQueen ( leader of Macfisheries Gunman B'Han) 



38 TIGER AND SPHINX 

and mother of LCpl "Sunshine" McQueen )"he 
CO's driver! as he attempted to arrest Cpl Dur-fcan. 

Th is sniping incident, which took place on all 
four days of Ex-Buchan Wander was of great value 
to the Companies and we are greatly indebted to 
Macfisheries Ltd. for their patience and generosity 
which we must have taxed to the limit. 

INTELLIGENCE SECTION 
10-Lt J. G. Kerr. 
lnt WOs-WOII J. Easson, WOII P. Schonville. 
lnt Sgts-Sgt B. MacRae, Sgt W. Murdoch. 

lntsum '72/ 73 
One day in September we left the war. The 

Staffords finally came to relieve us at the Front 
Line and we said our fond farewells to Seamus, 
Tom my, Malachy and all the others--the Coal island 
Cowboys, the Portadown Protestants, the Carnagh 
Customs Post, and, of course the Thomas Street 
Post Office. We forgot about Free States, Six 
Counties, and Border roads and sailed away with 
a Chinese crew to the East and Port Glasgow, 
Inverness, Fort George, and finally three weeks 
leave. 

In no time at al l, it seemed, we were back at 
the Fort, only to be disbanded. Tired of being 
intelligent all the time, we took on a variety of 
other jobs, all equally enjoyable. The 10 lost his 
sideboards, put on his uniform and went to " A" 
Company as a member of the directing staff on the 
Senior NCO's Cadre. Ptes Mike Fraser and Tiny 
Duncan attended the Junior Cadre as Students and 
performed extremely well-almost too well since 
T iny gained a stripe and his gain was our loss. He 
soldiers on with "A" Company and we wish him 
well. Meanwhile, Cpl Sandy Fleming, a Raith Rovers 
supporter and not, as we heard, a relative of a by
gone East Fife Star, ran the Intelligence Section 
between Castle Guards and Cpl Bill Manson after 
a stalwart performance as Night Watchman in 
Armagh left on a secret mission to infiltrate the 
OM's department, where he is now nicely estab
l ished as the Tech OM's Clerk and has become a 
very important l ink in the Fablon Smuggling Chain. 
Finally LCpl Sinc lair, the Confidential Cameraman. 
and Pte Jimmy Hunstone, Ace Developer, bought 
more equipment and continued to work as hard as 
ever. 

In December we reformed and were pleased to 
welcome to the scene, Sgt-Major Peter Schoneville, 
who, along with our Man from Havana, Sgt-Major 
Jim Easson, becomes Assistant 10. Sgt Bill Mur
doch, fresh from Ashford, is now established as 
Intelligence Sgt and Brian Evansky MacRae comes 
back to join him for Ireland. LCpl Joe Knox and 
Cpl George Bowman return again to the fold and 
finally we have gained another Cadre Expert in 
the shape of Pte Henry Watt and a budding actor 
in LCpl Tex Hodgson whose performance on the 
last remaining enemy on the Senior Cadre Final 
Exercise was comparable to that of John Wayne 
in The Alamo. 

Christmas leave was next in sight but for the 
preceding week we moved to the Su nny South for 
another Environmental Brief where the 10 found 
himself doubling as student and lecturer and the 
Section was reminded yet again of its Operational 
Task. 

And now it's New Year and the call of the 
Emerald Isle is strong . Belfast beckons us and the 
packing begins yet again. We look forward to meet
ing new friends, new problems and to writing 
lntsums. 

Finally we try to remember that day in Sep
tember and wonder perhaps if it wasn't just 
yesterday. 

DRUMS AND PIPES 
Band President-Capt D. M. Napier. 
Pipe-Major-SSgt J. Kerr. 
Drum-Major--Sgt B. Huntington. 

Towards the end of our N. Ireland tour both 
elements of the Band ( Drummers--"D" Company, 
Pipers--split up) became once again proficient at 
their jobs. One major success as far as the Band 
is concerned was the great find of a bomb factory 
by Drum Cpl Bobby Greenlaw in Armagh. He smelt 
the marzipan and what do you know! Of course he 
always had quite a reputation as a "sniffer". 

We were all very pleased to arrive home again 
in one piece and looked forward to that well earned 
three weeks leave. 

October saw us trying to bring the Band 
together in preparation for a recruiting tour which 
was on our doorstep. Stiff fingers, had the Pipey 
crying and in all sincerity it was really bad. We 
have not sounded so bad for many a long day and 
by the time we were due to hit the road recruiting, 
it was just bearable. We certainly paid the penalty 
for our lack of practice. 

On the other side of the house Drummie's 
patience was wearing pretty thin. Let's face it 
when buglers put the bell-end of the bugle to the 
lips, things are desperate. We are thankful the 
Padre's office is at the other side of the Fort. 

Recru iting this stint was very enjoyable indeed. 
We cannot really pin-point it but some tours you 
don't hit it off. The hospitality of course was 
second to none in ou r own N. East. 

Perhaps the highlight of this particular tour was 
the visit to Shetland. 

We flew from Dalcross to Shetland in the worst 
weather possible. We had a fai r idea the type of 
flight it would be and by the time the boys had 
finished putting the fear of death in Sgt Brian 
Macrae's head he was already flying at 1 O,OOOft. 
The biggest laugh came on board the plane when 
we noticed he was reading the paper as if to say 
" flying doesn't really worry me" . Only the paper 
was upside down!! 

We had a l ist of " towns" t o play in and when 
the driver stopped at this peat stack and said, 
" This is it" we just about had kittens. We had a 
tune here and there, and I'm sure the sheep 
enj oyed every minute of it. At one particular place 
we stopped for a NAAFI break. Thinking we were 
complete we drove off to turn the bus about two 
miles down the road. Amid the shouts of " Right 
han' doon a billy" somebody pointed to the hill 
and there swinging along the road with the plaid 
and kilt swirling over his heid was piper " Barney" 
Lovatt. We had driven off without him and he didn' t 
know we would be turning and coming back the 
same road. 

We made lots of f riends there and Sgt Pete 
Robertson and his colleagues overwhelmed us with 
hospitality. Roll on the next tour of the Islands. 

About this the powers that be were already 
shaping our future for the second tour of N. 
Ireland. We have now handed in our drums and 
pipes once again to become 43 Pit of "D" Com
pany. Complete this time. It's a new venture for us 
and everybody has a lot to learn, however, we are 
willing and I hope, more than able. 

We would like to take this opportunity of wel
coming to the Band, Pipers Blyth, Ewan, Macey and 
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Drummer McSeveney. We hope their stay will be 
a long and happy one. 

Oh! Before we forget, LCpl " Hacket" Davies is 
to be congratulated on the birth of a son. He in
tends to marry very shortly, or so the girl's father 
said. 

Congratulations to Meesh Taylor on his 
marriage and also our artist LCpl " Vena" Harper. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPANY 
COMPANY HEADQUARTERS 
OC-Maj A. M. Cumming. 
CSM-WOII I. Mitchell. 
CQMS-Sgt J. Baldwin. 

The frequently heard cry, " Haven't you heard? 
It's all changed", rings again through our corridors 
of power. There is never a dull moment and who 
would have it otherwise? We all sit in a circle on 
the ground and pass the parcel (as in Postie's 
Knock) until the music stops. Feverish tearing of 
paper and string ensues whilst the parcel holder 
gets as much done as he can before the music 
starts again. However, there has been a relative 
peace as a background to all this internal activity. 

We say farewell sadly to CSM Bob Greenhowe, 
who, much to his chagrin , is back in Northern Ire
land. We congratulate him on his elevation to ROMS 
and hope that 665 Aviation Squadron, based in 
.Colchester, will find him as valuable as we have, 
and that they look after him as well in the air as 
he will look after them on the ground. In his place 
CSM lan Mitchell lends a fresh lick of paint to the 
proceedings, having hung up his London Jock 
bowler and brolly. Welcome to him and his family; 
may he rest longer than his predecessor, and cure 
our telephone communication problems with his 
wealth of signals knowledge. 

Captain Derek Napier rejoined from the Aus
tralian Army and immediately won the prize for 
standing in the wrong place at the right time. Major 
Cumming disappeared after Northern Ireland to 
prepare the Regimental Ball, and swot for the Staff 
Exam. These results are now awaited with bated 
breath. 

You will remember that SSgt Andy Pattillo 
became CQMS in March at Stanford. In July he 
was posted as a WOII Instructor at JTR Troon and 
tales from that quarter say that he is enjoying him
self immensely. CSgt George O'Neill held the fort 
until Sgt Jack Baldwin took over in September. He 

Farewell IQ Cpl C~arlie MacTulewlcze frl>m Sough Barracks, 
Armagh. 

Pte Maybury ( Ml Room) shows a Castle Dillow catch to the 
Company Commander, Cpl Bowman, WOII Greenhowe and 

Cpl Comiskey. 

stores stowed away ship-shape and Bristol fashion . 
lends a suitably nautical air to the show, with the 
His team at least remains unchanged-Pte Jim 
Grant and Cpl Chiefy Mclaren control the detailed 
purse strings and find time to account for every
thing in between excessively energetic exercises 
in the gym. he Brad got a bit of a shock in the 
gym too but there are already the signs of a new 
streamlined, bullet shaped doyen of the arms kate. 
He played at being enemy in Rype Village but is 
yet too easily recognisable a figure for any incognite 
operations. 

We say farewell and congratulations to Cpl Alan 
Henry who has returned to Command Company and 
gone on to "B" Company on promotion. We have 
lost Pte Harry Strachan who now has his own Com
pany (but at least a dictionary presented with due 
pomp and circumstances on completing his B3 
Clerks Course will help him on his way). Pte Willie 
Fraser is the new assistant clerk, coffee-maker, 
runner and stand-by, but he will shortly be left to 
his own devices. Welcome back to Cpl George 
Lemon, another grasshopper who from time to time 
is recalled to the Orderly Room to unravel their 
periodic cats-cradles. He is back from education 
(a distinction in English they would have us 
believe ), has ploughed through hundreds of skins 
to retype SOPs, and awaits more education, an 
Arabic language course and his long sought-after 
18 month secondment as a confidential clerk with 
Sultan's Armed Forces in Muscat. 

LCpl ian Gray forgot to pull his D Ring or G 
String or whatever when the Golden Lions pushed 
him out of his aeroplane when he was a member 
of that well known free fall parachuting group. He 
now hobbles around our portals keeping people and 
coffee on the go and amending pamphlets. 
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Armagh is behind us, Andersonstown is on the 
too immediate horizon; between lie the bones of 
Cadres, block Christmas leave (or Castle Guards 
for some). PFAs, UEis, CIVs, FFRs, Ex-Buchan 
Wander in Aberdeenshire, Ex-Scottish Pheasant at 
Hythe and more block leave. Look out for names 
l ike Glassmullen, Ech, Monagh (pronounced 
Moaner) Casement and the Bus Station; you can 
be sure that in all these resorts an Admin Company 
heart will be fluttering. For the first time we are all 
rather enjoying the taste of the grass on our own 
side of the fence. 

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING TEAM 
Capt A. Heffren. 

Team A-Cpl Rettie; LCpls Hotchkis, Williams, 
Scott, Cooper; Pte Gormley. 

Team B-LCpls Phill ip; Gormley, Brown, Taylor; 
Pte Gordon. 

Regimental Recru iting Team notes in the last 
issue closed on a note of gloom with only twenty
seven enlistments to show for much hard effort. On 
this occasion there is much light amid the gloom 
and it is heartening to commence the present notes 
in a much improved recruiting climate. 

The regular team during the second half of 1972 
was a small one augmented by a few under age 
regu lars who were not eligible for service in Nor
thern Ireland. Although the young soldiers were not 
hand picked recruiters they did a grand job at 
many of the summer events and their dashing youth 
turned the eye of many a young damsel at the 
colourful local events. There is no doubt that all 
of them enjoyed the exper ience and since they 
joined the Battalion one hopes that they will con
tinue to keep an eagle eye for a recruit when the 
opportunity presents itself. 

A KAPE was conducted in the Regimental area 
in the Autumn and the Military Band was active 
with School Concerts, and the Drums and Pipes 
played in almost every town and hamlet much to 
the delight of the locals and ex-Gordon Highlanders 
who were immensely impressed with the high stan
dard of tu rnout and performance. In addition fifty 
NCO's and soldiers sub-divided into five teams of 
ten were deployed throughout the area and pro
vided static displays with The Golden Lions Free 
Fall Parachute Team in support. The immediate 

EXERCISE BUCHAN WANDER RECRUITS 
Pe:erhead Area Army Recruiter Sgt Pete Stanger with members 
of \he Regimental Recruiting Team and three Gordon High

lander recruits enlisted during the exercise. 
(By courtesy of John Borowski , Peterhead) 

recruiting return was disappointing but there is no 
doubt that a KAPE of this nature does have an 
influencing effect on all age groups and the sub
sequent spin off albeit a small one, does add up 
when ones successes are counted in ones and 
twos. 

Ptes Campbell and Wood returned to the Bat
talion in the New Year after several months with 
the team. We wish them well in their new environ
ment and also good luck during the forthcoming 
tour in Northern Ireland. A new team also formed 
in the New Year and following a two day course in 
Keith all were launched into the area to circulate 
exercise Buchan Wander publicity slips and to get 
the feel of the ground . 

Buchan Wander was an extremely useful exer
cise which enabled the Battal ion to gain valuable 
exper ience and also presented a favourable oppor
tunity for the Recruiting Team to follow the course 
of events and exploit the towns as a result of which 
thirty-two applicants were recorded in the space of 
two weeks. 

The latter half of the current recruiting year 
showed a marked improvement over the first half 
and despite the oil boom and al most full employ
ment, our position in the Divisional Recruiting 
League table has jumped from bottom of the 
Le;; gue to third place. 

1972-January, 
81 

Recruiting summary, April 
Adults enlisted 
Juniors enlisted 
Matured juniors 1972 

OM's DEPARTMENT 

OM-Capt R. S. Hay, BEM. 
ROMS- WOII J. J. Dooley. 

69 
34 

1973:-

Accommodation Sgts- Sgt W. A. Clark, 
Sgt. J . Topping. 

Clothing Storeman-Cpl R. Hanratty. 
Accommodation Storeman-LCpl R. Shade. 
Like most contributors, my mind goes blank 

whenever the demand for " Tiger and Sphinx" notes 
is made. 

However its all happening, and between moves 
I wi ll try to recount the happenings within the 
O~artermaster's Department. 

Having successfully drawn the veil over most of 
0 activities in Northern Ireland we returned to our 
peace-time location in Fort George. " Peace-time" 
being a figure of speech as no sooner had we 
returned from block leave, Companies were de
spatched on training and recruiting drives, in 
be~ween times NCO Cadres were very much to the 
fore all demanding top priority 0 backing, which 
of course, they all received. 

LCpl Alexander , our fast moving clerk (?) suc
cessfully completed one of the Junior NCO Cadres 
and now it appears is a budding "Rommel". No 
doubt during our next tour in Northern Ireland he 
will want t o command the Echelon. LCpl Buchan, 
who also attended, has taken the bull by the horns 
and returned to duty with "Sp" Company. We wish 
hi m the best of luck for the future. 

Christmas time saw the usual round of office 
parties. The two most noticeable being the one 
held for all Civil ian employees in the Lawrie Hall, 
and all the OM's Staff in the Royal Hotel , Nairn. 
Both were " howling" successes. Our thanks go to 
those of the staff who were responsible for the 
organisation. 

The Battalion has just completed a very realistic 
and beneficial exercise, in the Buchan area, in 
preparation for our next tour in Northern Ireland. 
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Once again the Quartermaster's Department showed 
it's prowess in support of the Battalion wherever 
and whenever it goes. There are times however 
when one wishes it would just go and stay for a 
wee while. On completion of the exercise and less 
than 24 hours later the Q elements moved South 
to Hythe and Lydd ranges. 

Whilst there has been a few changes in the 
composition of the OM's Staff the most noticeable 
being the in / out movement of Sgt Topping, who on 
our return from Northern Ireland forsook the 
Ration Stores to return to duty with " B" Company 
only to return a little later commenting "they know 
nothing over there"-Que for a song? Other moves 
from the Quartermaster's Department were Cpl 
Mi lton to "A" Company, LCpl Buchanan to "Sp" 
Company and LCpl Oliphant who returned to RAOC 
Bicester. We wish them al l the very best of luck 
for the future. The following have joined the 
Quartermaster's Staff and we wish them a long and 
happy stay. Sgt Topping- Accommodation Stores 
(watch out Nobby??? ), Cpl Bruce-Ration NCO, 
LCpl Allan-ORO NCO, LCpl Shade-Accommoda
tion Storeman, Pte Clark-Equipment Repairer and 
Pte Geeves (RAOC)-Tailor's Shop. 

Our congratulations go to Pte Gibson on his 
marriage, who, in spite of all his cross country 
running training , was still unable to run fast enough. 
Also to LCpl Alexander whose wife gave birth to 
a son, Douglas James, on the 23rd March, 1972. 

TECH OM's DEPARTMENT 
TOM-Capt C. D. Thew. 
TQMS-WOII I. Collinson. 
Clerk-Cpl W. Manson. 
S/ Man-Cpl W. Galashan. 
Ammo- Cpl C. Aitken. 
FAMTO-Sgt J . Milne. 
Armr-SSgt B. Thomas, REM E. 

Since our return from our last tour in Ulster. we 
have been kept fairly busy preparing for the next 
one. Things weren't helped by the changeover of 
staff. SSgt Ally Douglas has gone off to be educated 
before posting to the T & AVA. Cpl Eric Skene has 
deserted us to work for a living in the wilds of 
Ciwie Street. The best of luck to both of them for 
the future. 

In from the cold came WOII ian Coll inson and 
Cpl Bill Manson, who, between them, have some
how managed to plough through the work, and 
effectively disrupt the system (?) used by thei r pre
decessors. We are pleased to welcome them into 
the intracicies of RV's, IV's, 1016's, etc., and hope 
their stay will be a pleasant one. We also welcome 
Pte Joey Norrie, who joined the FAMTO Staff as 
general factotum (coffee-maker to you!). Keep up 
the good work Joey, and the next time you're 
nominated for a course, let's hope the Battal ion 
can spare your services long enough for you to 
attend! To LCpl Jimmy Jeffrey we extend our con
gratulations on his promotion and on the excellent 
results he obtained in the JNCO's Cadre. Sgt 
Jimmy Milne keeps them both fairly busy, how or 
at what I don't pretend to know, and at lunch time 
leads them in our daily PT Session (throwing darts 
-it's good for the arms). 

The Armourer's trio are next to be mentioned. 
SSgt Barry Thomas, LCpl Stan Seppings and Cfn 
Dave Room, all of whom have been kept busy pre
paring the Battalion's weapons and instruments for 
our next to~r in . L!lster. With ~lit le help from the 
workshops rn Strrlrng, they hav managed to com
plete a fairly · tough program e. Once again, well 
done. 

Last but not least, the Gaffer, Captain C. D. 
Thew, who is complaining that due to pressure of 
work he can 't get away to play golf, and as a 
result is beginning to put on weight. He'll just have 
to join the rest of us at 1700 hrs daily for Circuit 
Training. Maybe not as much fun as golfing, but a 
change from desk work! 

MEDICAL CENTRE 
The present cast at the "Krankenhause" con-

sists of:-
RMO-Capt R. Macleod. 
Med Sgt-Sgt H. Gill. 
RMA's-Cpls P. Kelly and P. Comis

key; Pies R. MacQueen, R. Murray, 
J. Maybury. 

True to form Northern Ireland kept us rehearsing 
our " repairing act" right to the very end of our 
tour. Just a matter of days before leaving Armagh 
Pte Craig, " D" Company, while out stalking with 
his mates on the Drumarg Estate turned the 
classical "Hunted Hunter", and made close contact 
with a sniper's bullet. Fortunately there was nothing 
the matter that instant intraveious transfusion. a 
spin in the ambulance to Belfast, blue l ights, ring
ing bells, si rens, a police escort, a surgeon's knife 
and a wee bit of th read, could not put right. He 
is now back on the beat, none the worse for his 
investment with the Medical Services, and he 
carries three operation scars with him as a receipt. 

Our " nautical" medic MacQueen made his first 
debut on TV when we think the cameraman lost 
control of the view-finder, resulting in one hairy 
face being flashed onto countless home screens 
{when kids were watching) as the man most 
wanted by Wilkinsons. However, that Company did 
not spark and they failed to add a suitable caption 
to the picture and so we suspect shares in razor
blades did not edge up at all that week. 

In Armagh too we said " Good-bye and Thank
you" to Cpl Newall who came from Field Ambul
ance at Colchester as locum RMA for Cpl Kelly 
who had to take off by plane in a hurry for the 
Cambridge Military Hospital because his ears had 
packed in. There the "clever boys" did something 
to the tuner or the antennae and we now gather 
he can once more receive loud and clear even a 
West-coast whisper! 

We must mention Portadown. It was an eye
opener. One day there, "D" Company invited us 
to pop up and see the new hospital they had 
found there, which hitherto had shunned all medical 
publicity. "Why can't we have as good a hospital 
as that?" the Jocks all cried. Clearly this had to be 
defended. Well . . . Well it had to be explained 
that for a start this was Ireland. They had different 
standards to us. Modern medicine tended to be 
practiced early on there; long before it reached us 
and sometimes even before the Americans could 
lay their tinkering hands on it ... Remember, lads, 
St. Columba's l ittle white pebble- it cured every
thing ... OK ... and also boys don't forget that 
in this day and age every sensible right-thinking 
Paddy has his own mini-Raigmore in his kitchen. 
just next to the potato scuttle! 

On 5th September, however, we left all this 
behind. We forgot about such things as odds, 
probabilities, improbabilities and chances. After a 
refreshing sail up the Clyde coast we were all 
rapidly readjusting psychologically to life as life 
should be. After three weeks leave the process was 
complete. 
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On return it was straight in with some very con
centrated First Aid teaching for the Military Band. 
They can all now whistle and carry a stretcher at 
the same time. MOD said they had to. Actually the 
Examination Board (and that included a Brigadier ) 
were very impressed and we all await confi rmation 
of a 100% pass. Trumpet! 

It was also a period packed with Inspections, 
Pre·lnspections and Post-Inspections or Post
Mortems as our trade calls them. We are not too 
sure of the verdict but we don't think it was either 
" Guilty" or "Not Guilty", and may well just have 
been "Not Proven"! It was only by sheer courtesy 
of a thaw on the A9 and Bert Ford the BBC weather 
man that the ADMS managed to arrive a week late 
to "sniff" us out. But it went well and as a 
Battalion we are assured that we are "Clean-l iving". 

Let us now finish off with a rumour. It soon 
looks as if it is to be legal to practice Euthanasia, 
in other words treating a patient so that you make 
sure he dies. When the Bill is passed we will let 
you know in BRO's, so that you can drop in and 
see us. And see and bring your friend as well ! 

MT PLATOON 
MTWO-WOII W. Richardson. 
MT Sgt-Sgt C. Gallagher. 
Clerk-Cpl L. Anderson. 

Having spent four hectic months in Ulster, we 
looked forward to settling down at Fort George, 
however, on our return , with a KAPE tour, and 
various cadres amongst other things, we found life 
just as hectic. We bade farewell to WOII (Faither) 
Moir in September, when he left us to rough it in 
BAOR for a few years and we wish both he and 
Isabel all good fortune in their new venture. In h:s 
place we welcome WOI I Bill Richardson, who re
turned after two years at the sharp end in Harro
gate. Wullie Milne is now attempting to settle in 
Civvie Stre·et and was last seen astride a " Fergie", 
destination unknown. We fully expect to see him 
back before long. Stan Dryburgh tlas also gone to 
the outside world and judging by his appearance 
when last seen, he is doing very well. 

Our LAD is at the moment undergoing a com
plete change around of personnel as we have lost 
Chris Draycott, Malcolm Andrews, Mick Samson 
and Ron Stewart, and so far only two ·replacements 
have arrived, Brian Goodchild and Arthur Langley; 
to these two worthy gentlemen we bid a hearty 
welcome, and to the former, thank you for services 
rendered and good luck in the future. 

We had our usual flap for the UEI, but when the 
dust settled we came out with a good report which 
made the e·xcellent effort put in by all members of 
the Platoon well worth while. 

We held our Christmas social in the Ross House 
Hotel in Nairn and it was nice to see so many of 
our ladies together and the evening was a huge 
success. Our thanks go to "Gabbie" Rutherford 
who arranged and compered the whole evening; we 
hope to have another one on our return from 
Northern Ireland. 

Our congratulations qo to Cpl "Heppy" and 
younq Farquhar on their joining our happy band of 
married men. Further congratulations go to Mrs. 
Hepburn, Mrs. Brewster and Mrs. Richardson on 
passing their driving tests. Rumour has it that all 
three are required as drivers by the rear party whilst 
we are in Northern Ireland. At this moment of time 
we are in the middle of (a) Ex Buchan Wander, (b) 
moving vehicles to Hythe, and (c) planning the 
vehicle move to Northern Ireland, so by the time 

the next issue is_,dOe, no doubt we will have plenty 
to write about. / 

Meanwhile, may we wish all members of the 
Platoon, both past and present, health and happi
ness ·in the futu re. 

UNIT PAY OF.FICE 
Paymaster-Major A. A. Bull. 

Captain I. Clarke (Designate). 
Pay Ssgt-Ssgt Derek Dragonetti. 
Sp Coy Clerk-Lcpl Joe Grosvenor. 
P2/3 Clerk-f>te Blackie rRobson. 
" A" Coy Clerk-Pte Ali Robertson. 
" B" Coy Clerk~Pte Mike Hampshire. 
".0" Coy Clerk-Cpl Tony Martin. 
Echelon Clerk-Cpl Coli n Reaney. 
Rear IDetai ls-Skt Keith Fawcett. 

An irate telephone call from the Second in Com
mand reminding me of the requirement to• produce 
notes for the Gordons' magazine has brought to 
light the fact that I lack the literary powers of an 
author or poet; nevertheless one must do what one 
can. 

By the time these notes have gone to press, 
Major " Johnny" Bull will have gone on posting to 
the Regimental Pay Office, Nottingham. The older 
soldiers amongst us may remember when he came, 
but for the boys amongst us it is eight years ago. 
We wish him good luck in the future. 

!Due to replace Major Bull is Captain lan Clarke 
to whom we extend a warm welcome and who is 
reputed to be no mean hand with the " porridge 
gun". As we already rhave a bagpipe playing clerk 
(Cpl Tony Martin), it is sincerely hoped that the 
new paymaster does not insist on morning practice 
in this location. Pipey, any time you're short of a 
piper - we call the tune! 

It is with ·delight that we look forward to the 
next rou nd of the Major Unit's Army Football Cup 
as the 1st Bn are playing the RAPC Trg Centre. 
Our loyalty for the game is slightly suspect and a 
certaln Company Commander has threatened Ssgt 
Dragonetti with confiscation of his tartan trews in 
the event of the RAPC winning. As there is a degree 
of certainty in this, application for a green pullover 
should be made direct to Ssgt Dragonetti after 7 
February 1973. 

OFFICERS' MESS 
PMC-Major N. F. M. Oxley. 
Mess Sgt-Sgt Burns. 

We were all very d istressed and shocked by the 
tragic death of Alan Ross in December. Alan was 
always a very active member of the Mess and his 
presence will be sadly missed by all his brother 
Officers and friends in the Regiment. We extend 
our sincere sympathies to his family and particularly 
to his brother Malcolm. 

The first tour in Northern Ireland (as we rapidly 
approach the second) ended, as far as the Mess 
was concerned with a flourish of three buffet parties 
where we were able to· entertain friends whom we 
had made in Northern Ireland or whom alongside 
we had served. It was a particular pleasure• to see 
fr·iends from 1 A & SH and 1 QO Hldrs who served 
in the same Brigade. The success of these parties 
was largely due to the salmon that Robin Bruce 
brought w ith him on his liaison visit from the Fort. 

On the Battalion's return from Armagh, a hectic 
week ensued with reorganisation to be carried out 
and parties to be arranged for the Deeside Balls. 
The week was made more memorable still by a 
d ramatic event- Gavin Peebles' wedding. On Sep-
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REGIMENTAL BALL-S ILVER DISPLAY AT THE ENTRANCE 
At!ended by serving Regular and Territorial Officers of the 
Regiment and their guests, it was a p leasure to see so many 
Officers recently ret ired, many of whom had made long 

journeys to get to the Ball. 
(By courtesy of Studio Morgan, Aberdeen) 

tember 9th (the first opportunity) Gavin and Anna 
were married in the Garrison Church at Fort George 
with a magnificent reception and informal party 
afterwards in the Mess. It was a great Regimental 
gathering and a most enjoyable day. We look for
ward to seeing the Peebles' again after their stay in 
Edinburgh is completed. 

Once block leave was over, the Mess was able 
to settle down to more tranquil moments as three 
months of re-training began. This allowed time for 
another much awaited and much talked about event. 
Plans for a Regimental Ball were started in Minden 
in '69, but due to the Battalion's turbulence over the 
last two years with constant moving, all plans were 
thwarted. However, the Ball took place at the 
Music Hall, Aberdeen, on October 13th, and was a 
great success. 

The Reel at the RegimentaVeall. 
(By courtesy of S~ Morgan , Aberdeen) 

REGIMENTAL BALL 
Silver Display at the Entrance 

Attended by serving Regular and Territorial 
Officers of the Regiment and their guests, it was a 
pleasure to see so many Officers recently retired , 
many of whom had made long journeys to get to 
the Ball. 

Other highlights during the winter included sev
eral in formal reel nights and a Ladies' Guest Night, 
all of which were much enjoyed. Meanwhile in the 
field, under the guidance of Nigel Oxley, two guns 
were taken in the Black Isle syn.dicate which has 
provided regular shooting for a number of officers, 
and we have had days at Cluny. The Mess is also 
indebted to Col Mike. du Boulay, who has generously 
invited Officers to shoot with him at Blervie. The 
golfers have been out a lot and we have curled in 
an amateurish way. 

Since leaving Armagh, there have been an extra
ordinary number of "comings and goings" within 
the Mess. Euan Gordon handed over a Second in 
Command in October and is now working at HQ 
Scotland. Alastair Duncan has been posted to 
British Honduras for a six month unaccompanied 
staff job, leaving Wendy and his ch ildren once 

Counting the bag at Cluny. 

again alone. Andrew Forbes has become a Gurkha 
(or Gooooorkah) and has left for Hong Kong; and 
we said farewell to David Reid on taking up his 
new appointment. To all of these we sent our best 
wishes. Stewart McDonald and Douglas Connon are 
more local and are serving at the two Depots (not 
before the latter was able to break a leg) and we 
expect to see them from time to time. 

" What are losers on the swings ... " These 
last few months have seen the retu rn of several 
officers who have been away from the Battalion for 
some time. Peter and Alison Graham returned in 
October, afte·r two years in Belfast and we're de
lighted to have them back with us again. Richard 
and Rosemary Ord ioined us after Christmas on 
completion of flying · duties; Derek Napier - the 
self-styled " bemedalled Digger", and David and 
Jane Irvine from Oswestry - all are welcomed 
back. We look forward to seeing John and Sarah 
Urquhart in March. 

New faces in the Mess belong to the Padre -
Rev. Bruce Hay, who came to us from Catterick, and 
Richard Coward ( R~OC). Rory Gilchrist (BW) and 
John Rodgers (2/ 2 G.R. ) who as attached subal
terns, are made very welcome. 
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The immediate prospect of another tour ·in Ulster 
is not entirely pleasing, but on its completion there 
can be few Regiments with so much to look forward 
to as ourselves. With the Royal Guard in the 
summer, and an accompanied posting to Singapore 
in November, let us look forward to these days 
from which the next notes will come. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
Making up for lost time is the theme since our 

return from Ulster. Firstly, after our leave, was the 
Regimental Golf Meeting, held on Monday, 23rd 
October, 1972. The following mess members set 
off for Aboyne to show the opposition a thing or 
two:-

WOII Bill Richardson partnered with Sgt Nobby 
Clark, WOII Bill Fraser with Sgt J im Boyle, and 
WOII Peter Schoneville with Sgt Lenny Green. Alas! 
We lost the Brown Rose Bowl by two matches to 
one, with Bill Richardson and Nobby Clark our only 
pair to win. Bill also won the Individual Handicap. 

Our story does not finish there, as, on the road 
home, three of our worthies, Bill Richardson, Peter 
Schoneville and Nobby Clark, took St hours to 
reach Inverness, compared with the 2t hours out. 
They claim they were lost, just a few wrong turnings 
were taken. 

Our main funct ion of the year was, of course, 
the Dargai Ball, which was held this year in the 
Rose Street Hall. A lot of hard work (which 
started while we· were in Ulster) was put in by WOII 
Bill Fraser and his comm ittee, and SQMS J immy 
Keay with his catering team. The highlight of the 
evening was undoubtedly that of 16 mess members 
giving an exhibition of Broadswords. Spectators will 
never know of the Blood, Sweat and Tears lost by 
the Pipey on selectinQ a team and licking them into 
shape during lunch hours. Altogether one of the 
best Darpai's held yet. 

Let's have a Ceilidh! (Trust WOII Ashbridge to 
think up something to keep us on our toes). 

ENTERTAINMENTS! We thought we'd put Joe 
Who, a Ceilidh he decided to throw 
there was haggis and neeps 
Some stovies (nae chips) 
With mess members all rarin ' to go. 
All the· lads were ·in kilt 
(The corps chaps as well) 
The girls in the tartan 
By jings they looked swell. 
With kilts swingino high 
And dancing so Spartan 
We thought we had here 
Just every known Tartan . 
Some claims were obscure 
Of tartan they'd none 
A Mac DRAGONETTI! 
A good try, well done! 

All wheels are turning at the moment to have 
our Burns Supper, with wives, before the .Battalion 
returns to Ulster. In the meantime mess members 
have been seen clutchina their wee Red Books 
(Burns, not Mao), and reclinina in the most curious 
of places. The outcome should prove interesting 
and wqJ surely fill a few spaces in the next issue. 

What a turnover of mess members we've had 
since our return in October. 

Firstly, we WPicome to the mess on their pr o
motion Sots Bill Ritch ie , Steve Coventry, Mike Ham
ilton, Geordie Reid 42, Barrie Gibson, Jan Martin, 
Jim Mcintosh, Bill Mitchell and John Hunter who is 

one of our Catering Kings. And on .return to the 
Bn of WOII Bill Richardson, W01 1 Jan M itohell, 
Csgt Mick Mackie, Sgts Jan Sutherland, Rab Philip, 
Norrie Donald and Johnnie Gordon, also Sgt Mark 
Gardener, ACC, who has come to join us for the 
first time. We bid him welcome. 

Now, Bon Voyage on posting to WOII's Bobby 
Greenhowe, Andy Patillo, J im Moir and Bert Booth. 
Sgts Kenny Duncan, John Duncan, Cordon Reid 35, 
Kenny l'll icol, Archie Colville, Louis Tevendale and 
Speedy Campbell. We also wish the best of luck 
to Sgts Doc Docherty, Eddie Ward and John Proctor 
on their venture to Civvy Street. 

That's about enough of a turnover for one issue. 
We w:ll now get ourselves sorted our for the next 
job in hand. 

MILITARY BAND 
Band President-Major P. W. Graham, MBE. 
Band Master-WOI F. A. Renton, AROM. 
Band Sgt-Sgt R. G. Forsyth. 

1972 fin ished with rather a sad note when it 
was reported that Douglas Mcintosh, who left the 
Band earlier ·in the year to become a prison warder, 
had beer. involved in the riots at Porterfield Prison 
in Inverness and is at present in Inverness Infirmary 
suffering quite extensive injuries. 

The previous months had been rather more 
rewar·ding. Our latest LP release for EMI entitled 
" The Gay and Gallant" ·is now established and 
selling well and the .Sand are due back in the 
studios early in 1973 to r ecord another. 

We had quite a diversity of commitments during 
the year and managed to fit in several TV and radio 
performances and our first appearance as resident 
band at The Royal Highland Show in its new per
manent residence at lngliston. 

Being based at Fort George has involved the 
Band in an enormous amount of travelling th is year, 
but we managed to· get as far afield as Armagh , 
London and Jersey. Armagh proved interesting and 
hectic. Jersey was just as hectic but in beautiful 
weather, good audiences and cheap whisky· all 
helped the Band to have a most enjoyable stay. 

The performances in St. James Park were en
livened by visits from Major Smart before leaving 
for Germany and Major " Billy" Wi lliams who carried 
his "man behind the tree" act perfectly. Major 
Williams is still very active in music as the Director 
of the Metropolitan Police Band and it gave us all 
a shot in the· arm to see him in the audience. 

The Band have spent so much time in Edin
burgh that two of them have managed to get en
gaged to Edinburgh girls and we can be expecting 
wedd ings ;:Jalore ·in 1973. Our only nuptials of 
1972 concerner David Undie (Minor) but our 
establ ished marriages are working well, with 
El isabeth Innes, Carol Menzies and Anne Lindie 
producing daughters and Dolly Coventry producing 
a male heir for Stevie, no doubt to celebrate h:s 
promotion to Sergeant. 

Several members of the Band have taken on 
new careers, "Bugs" Litt le to an artist's life in 
Germany. "Willie" Chalmers to be a man of the 
cloth, David <Rose to Sun Life of Canada, Larry 
Riddle to engineering and AI Ross to paths 
unknown. 

Jim Schroder is now on the staff at the Junior 
Musicians Wino at Dreghorn, and John Wilson 
underaoing a Bandsmen's Course at Kneller Hall. 

We have been joined by Bdsms Grant, Craig and 
Davidson, all good Aberdonians, and re-joined by 
Eric McKay from Kneller Hall and Jack Lamond 
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after a brief sojourn enjoying the delights of civilian 
life. 

Last but not least our best wishes to Major 
Gordon in his new job in Edinburgh and our thanks 
for his interest during his time as Band President. 
A welcome is e•xt·ended to Major Graham, our new 
Band President, and we hope he finds the• position 
rewarding. 

PRESIDENT REGIMENTAL INSTITUTES 
AND UNIT FAMILIES OFFICE 

PRI /UPO- Captain R. D. Strachan. 
Families NCO-Sgt IM. D. Hamilton. 
Sports Store-Cpl A Hastings. 
Driver~Pte A. Cruickshank. 
Typist- Miss I. Grant. 

United in perfect harmony these two departments 
are, must be, and shall remain as such for ever
more. AMrEN. Essential ingredients are a perpetual 
sense of 1humour with a pinch of tolerance and a 
dash of understanding. 

Agitated wives soon melt under the Welsh 
romantic melodious voice of our own Sgt Medicine 
and Duties Hamilton . Dour, determined and prob
lem husbands are invariably greeted by the very 
feminine charm of lsobel, our typist, and it ·is some
times wondered if, in fact, some husbands ever do 
have a problem or if they are just in need of an 
egotistica l boost. 

Our Sports Storeman is quite an old timer who 
has just returned from BAOR and cigar smoking on 
arrival he has now been reduced to Woodbines. 
Cpl Hastings has worked wonders with the Sports 
Store and it is now a place of extreme beauty bu t if 
one stays too long therein you are liable to be 
recorded on the· laundry list. 

Pte Cruickshank is our Mr. Transport and trans
ports practically everything exoept Meals on Wheels! 
He has recently joined the old and bold permanent 
cadre of the establishment and being a youngster 
he is still seen and not heard. ·He· replaced Pte 
Baill ie who has gone back to the MT where his 
many talents should soon benefit him likewise the 
section. 

A recent visit by the Lord Provost of Aberdeen 
to the Fort allowed the• •Lady Provost and Mrs. Peters 
time to visit some quarters. Mrs. Murphy and 
Munro from Nairn, and Mrs. Baillie, Murphy and 
Menzies from the Common kindly opened the·ir 
doors and accorded a friendly welcome to the 
visitors. Th is contribution by ou r wives assisted in 
no small way to makinq the visit the success that it 
was. Well done the "Wifies!" What would we all 
do without you? 

A further tour in Northern Ireland wi ll be well 
under way by the time that this is •read and, per
haps, a l ittle tribute could be paid to all the wives 
who have played their very important part at home. 
The added responsibi lity of making al l the decis;ons 
and in the permanent company of their ch ildren 
every day and al l day. This is not an easy task and 
the strength of character shown by the wives is 
both remarkable and commendable. 

May the forthcoming leave be yet another 
honeymoon and that you all buy colour televisions. 

FOOTBALL 
Football Officer--'Maior D. M. H. du Boulay. 
Team Coach--Ssgt W. Dack, RAOC. 
Team Traine·r-Sgt K. Bacon. 
The 1972/73 football season started as soon as 

the Battalion returned from block leave after the 
Northern Ireland tour. During the Northern Ireland 

tour Cpl O'Hara was seriously wounded and as a 
result has been unable to play this season. Th is 
has meant that the team was without one of the best 
players that the Battalion has had for many years 
and we wish him all the very best towards making 
a full recovery and look forward to seeing him back 
in Battal ion football again. 

In October, and after many seasons of success
fu l organisation of Battalion football, Captain 
Strachan handed over the reigns as Football Officer 
for a well earned rest. Sgt Miller began the season 
as coach and trainer and immediately got together 
a squad of seventeen play·ers who, filled with en
thusiasm, began the· preparation for the season 
ahead. He handed over to Ssgt Dack and Sgt Bacon 
when he went on a long catering course, but 
the Battal ion has much to thank Sgt Miller for the 
hard work he put in at the beginning of the season, 
as without it the team could never have achieved 
the success it d id. 

Due to the imminence of the Battalion 's second 
tour in Ireland, the only competition that could be 
entered was the Army Cup, and on this all hopes 
have been centered. In the pre l iminary round we 
were drawn against 1 Kings who conceded a bye 
as they had only just returned from Northern Ireland 
and in the first round we met 1 DWR and beat them 
2-1. We were lucky to have been drawn at home 
for this the fi rst competitive match of the season. 

The second round was against the Army Cater
ing Corps Centre at Aldershot where Sgt Miller once 
again figured , th is time as our secret agent in 
Aldershot. We learned a good deal about the 
oppositi on and our reputation beforehand had them 
so worried that they were a goal down before our 
team got off the train. It was a close fought struqqle 
against an experienced team and the result 2-1 for 
the Battal ion, and that was achieved having just 
travelled down on the nioht train. Much credit for 
the success must go to Ralph fo r the way in which 
he foiled the " Cooks" efforts to score after the ir 
first successful probe thi rty seconds from kick-off. 

The th ird round was at home against the Royal 
Hussars. The result was 5-3 and could well have 
been 10-3 had Sgt Featherstone scored more than 
one-sixth of the coals he tried for. The match was 
marred when Ralph and Tpr Wriaht collided; Ralph 
as usual was unharmed, but Wriaht suffered a 
broken leg as a result of which he soent Ch ristmas 
in Raigmore Hospital. We hope that he is now fully 
recovered. 

In the fourth round the Army Football Associa
tion recoqnised our talent and gave us a bve into 
the fifth round where we are due to play the cup 
holdP.rs, The Royal Army Corps Training Centre, 
Worthy Down. 

The Battalion Football Squad at this stage con-
sists of:-

Sgt Featherstone 
Sgt Mart in 
Cpl Wiseman 
Cpl Alexander 
Cpl Ballantyne 
Cpl Kelbie 
Cpl Moir 

Cpl Cunningham 
Lcpl Elrick 
Pte Ralph 
Pte Torrance 
Cfn Wrzyszcz 
Pte Boyd. 

Pressure of Northern Ireland traininq reduced 
the squad to th is size and we must not forget Ptes 
Armour and Ferouson who both have rePresented 
the Battalion durinq the season; we can but thank 
them for the effort and e nthusiasm they put into the 
game. Lcpl Davies excluded himself from the team 
after an ill-advised confrontation between himself, 
his car and a stone wall. He is now, according to 
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Cpl Alexander, waiting for Alexander to retire before 
he gets his place back in the team. Cpl Alexander 
has been an excellent captain of the team and will 
have left the Army by the time these notes are pub
l:shed, but both he and Sgt Featherstone have been 
consistent goal-scorers throughout. 

The fifth round of the Army Cup is in fact the 
semi-final of the UK section of the Cup. If we win 
we will have equalled the Battalion's success in 
1951 when they reached the BAOR final. We can 
but hope that the defence under Cpl "Concorde" 
Wiseman holds as firm as ever, allowing the strikers 
the maximum opportunity to put the ball firmly in 
the back of "Goldfingers" net. 

HOCKEY 

Captain-Major N. F. M. Oxley. 
Secretary-Sgt S. Coventry. 

The 1972/73 season passed quietly, too quietly 
as we only managed to fit in two matches, both 
against Inverness High land Hockey Club. 

The first game was played on 25 November in 
Fraser Park. We won 4-2 after a hard but clean 
game. Those who played particularly well for us 
included Sgt Morrison who scored two goals, and 
Mr. Nick Williamson, a guest player from Nairn, 
who scored one goal. Lcpl William Phimister and 
Sgt Coventry fitted in well in the forward line while 
Captain George Kennedy, Captain Rowland Robin
son and Lt lan Forsyth proved a most effective half 
line both in attack and defence. Our hosts pro
vided a very interest ing side against us consisting 
of players as young as Tommy Cumming from Tain 
who is aged 50 plus and very young Sandy Smellie 
from Inverness who is a mere 25ish. There can be 
no doubt that the game owed a lot of its enjoyment 
to the very fair umpires, Jim Campbel l from Beauly 
and Ssgt Massie', Military Band. 

Our return game on 9th Dece mber at Fort 
George was not so impressive. We lost 3-1. For a 
start, our goalie let us down, preferring to go to a 
wedding. At kicking back, our captain, Maier Niqel 
Oxley is never so effective. However, Lcpl Phimister 
scored a fine goal just before half-time and Ssgt 
Forsyth and Lcpl Lamond staunchly defended our 
kicking back. 

We did arrange two fixtures against RAF, Kin
loss, but the weather prevented one qame being 
played and the other qot lost in the Christmas post. 

In January the Commanding Officer presented 
Ssgt Forsyth and Ssgt Massie with their Battalion 
Hockey Colours. For years these two have played 
for us; in Trenchard Barracks, Celie, they were 
vounq, fit goal-scorers; in Redford Barracks, Edin
burgh, they withdrew to the half line, and now at 
Fort Georoe, Ssgt Forsyth holds the defence to
gether while Ssgt Massie controls our sometimes 
rather over-energetic play from the touchline. Many 
thanks to you both for all the encouraoement you 
have given to hockey within the Battalion. 

The followino represented the Battal'on's first 
XI:- Maier N. F. M. Oxley (captain); Captains R. 
C. I. Robinson and A. I. G. Kennedy; Lt I. D. S. For
svth; Ssgts Forsyth and O'Nei l; Sgts Morrison and 
Coventry; Lcpls IPhimister, Innes and Lamond; Pte 
Gall; Bandsmen Johnston and Reid . 

Next year when we get out to Singapore we 
hope to encourage hockey at Company level so 
that there is a bit more depth to our Battalion team 
and more interest throughout. 

BYDANDY 
" Bydandy Incorporating the Peptic Ulster" 

was a Regimental Newspaper produced in Armagh 
by the Battalion during their fi rst tour in Ireland. It 
had a regrettably limited distribution and because 
parts of it were most amusing and well written we 
have taken the liberty of producing a short extract 
from each of the three editions. 

DUNGANNON WULLIE 
" Whar's Dungannon Wull ie?" 
"Dinna Ken." 
" Whar's Belfast Wullie?" 
" Dinna Ken." 
" You're thick, dae you no k-en whar ony place 

in I reland is?" 
" Whar's this Ireland? Is it ony wey near Tor-

phins?" 
"You're in Ireland you stupid looking goat." 
" Ach , I thought this was Armagh." 
"ARMAGH'S A TOON IN IRELAND IJIT." 
" A well, ye live an learn a the time." 
" Wullie, whit's your job in the Battalion?" 
" Intelligence Section!" 

Wullle is a pseudonym, or should I have used 
Doodlesax? 

THE GREAT SLIM SEAOW 
The name of this species is somewhat mislead:ng 

s:nce it in fact lays no cla;m to naval tradition, 
being strictly military. 

Its physical characteristics make it instantly 
recoqnisable; the bill-tip toe-tip d istance i_s of un
usual length, giving this bird a flamingo like look. 
Equally its physiological_ properties ar~ reck?ned to 
be impressive. To surv1ve at the altitude 1t doe·:;. 
bearing in mind the very low attendant atmosphenc 
oxygen tensions, is a unique' capability. 

The very same properties confer great adv<!n
taqes to the species, rendering it almost impreq
nable to conventional forms or physical attack. It 
is truly estimated that any ordinary mortal even by 
taking a runn ing jump and deliver_ing a ~ell-aimed 
kick could only just manage to infliCt a m1nor ankle 
injury. In this respect, however, it need have no 
oreal fears for it characteristically commands great 
loyalty and respect among rank and file in . the 
species. It is thouqht to be head of a well-defmed 
military "peck order". Moreover, as a prized mem
her of thF! flock it is adequately protected by Law; 
Queen's Regulations ... para ... 

The Seaow is noted for its very precious plum
aqe and it is believed to eagerly sought after by a 
hi:md of illegal poachers who live to the south of 
the present location. Not easily captured, how
ever. on account of well drawn up defences, in
clud:ng:-

1. Variety of sartorial disguises by day and 
night. 

2. Massive stride - estimated to be capable of 
keeping at least one step ahead of its pursuant 
always. 

3. Personal " body-quard " . This takes the form 
of another species believed incidentallv to be the 
chief carrier of an infamous "pibroch" bug. 

Other interesting points: Answers to a call-sign 
sounding something like "nein" or "nine". Pet name 
-Sunray. 
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THE FLEET-FOOTED FORBES FINCH 
This is a most fascinating species. It possesses 

one or two very special skills which ·remain a source 
of wonder to all Orr>ithologists who now have made 
this bird a special study. 

Particularly impressive· are its quite extraordinary 
powers to receive· and transmit sou nd messages 
over long d istances. Traditionalists believe this to 
be simply a marvel of Nature but certain inteHectual 
Ornithologists strongly suspect that -it can only be 
due to a special "electronic" device which it is 
sec retly believed to possess. 

Another engaging fe-ature, as its name may well 
suggest, is the incredible dexterity with which it can 
gracefully move -its feet. This it often does and 
takes the form of a display. !Movements are most 
neatly executied, all to varying tempo including 2/ 4 
and 6/8 time, march, starthspey and reel. It is .a 
master choreographer. 

Its song has not so far been reliably recorded 
but ·in response to mimic cry of "Sweet, Si r. Sweet , 
Sir," it is observed to reflexly •reply in none too 
dulcet tones, " Pudding, Please! Pudding ... for 
God's sake." Other noteworthy features: Unlike 
fellow finches -its diet is heavily supplemented with 
Rowntree's Frys. 

THE OXEAGLE 
This particular bird with ·its well evolved beak, 

talons and beady eyes is a dead give-away. There 
is no mistaking it. It is a classical example· of .a 
Bird of Prey(.) Painstakingly and religiously it goes 
about the defence of its territory and can be seen 
daily doing its hawk-l ike patrol of the· Border areas. 
It is not too clear whether it is looked upon by the 
farmers in that locality as a friend or as a foe. 
There certainly seems to be little evidence as vet 
that they have deliberately laid down any pesticides 
for it. In actual fact, reports have been received to 
the effect that it has on one or two occasions be·en 
so close to some of the natives as to snatch tea 
and buns from their offering hand. Delightful news 
on the polit ical plane, so to speak, but not in line 
or in keeping of course with the character of a true 
hunting bird of majesty and independence. 

Characteristically it possesses unparallelle·d eye
sight and its visual activity has proved a source of 
wonder to all those bespectacled opticians. The 
Oxeagle's performance of the Ishihara Test ( the 
test for colour blindness) is sinqularly d istinctive, 
the result that from inordinate distances and from 
impressive heiohts in the Heavens it can without 
the slightest hesHation spot any unfurled Tricolour. 

True to its instincts, -its primarv purpose, if not 
duty, is to take back as many of the Republ ican 
enemy as possible· to the "Piuckino Post". 

Final word of warning on hazard to health - If 
vou spot it, don't perch too close to it at first; its 
talons can be dangerous. 

THE PEEBLECHAT OR PEBBLECHAT 
Th is warbler bears a close resemblance to the 

Stonechat and is likely of the self-same Ilk. As its 
name implies. this species is both talkative and 
eloquent with built-in exuberance and charm. Social. 
it ·is therefore considered gregarious inside and 
outside the flock . 

Thought to spend much t ime caring for its own 
appearance and, from information gleaned from the 
Dungannon Diary, prides in preening its feathers 
even when war rages all about it. Gorgeous! 

The bird has moved about a great d eal recently, 
being rather itinerant, it has not nested in the same 

location ·for very long periods. Reported sightings 
have come from Armagh, Tandragee, Dungannon, 
Armagh (again), and Portadown. Such frequent 
fleetings about the area show a syndrome -of severe 
restlessness. In actual fact, ·in its defence, this may 
well prove to be a natural thing and simple part of 
a pre-mar ital picture. For .Intelligence has it that 
th is very same bird is shortly on the verge of ex
periencing a Climax of Courtship. Graded A1. 

Accurate c omments have not been compiled on 
its dietary habits, but it is known and observed to 
wet its whistle with a wide variety of lubricants. 
These include beakfulls of gin and tonic (tall glass) , 
Ku mel, Pimms No. 1 and B uckinghamshire Khan
coffee. Such thirst! 

Evidently it is a bird With a moment or two to 
spare for contemplative pastimes. Indeed this way 
well amount to a main hobby. The act consists of 
the Peeblechat d ipping its claws in an -ink bottle 
and then running full speed in never ending lines 
of the page surface o·f the Mess Suggestion Book, 
leaving its footprints on the paper! M ischievous! 

THE VANDERNOOT 
tt is a lso affectionately known by an abbreviated 

name, ·i.e. Noot, or more frequently along with the 
definite arti cle, i.e. The Noot. 

This delightful bird is bel ieved to tlave European 
connections and though until recently it has been 
domiciled in Scotland, it would appear not to be 
completely " naturalised" yet. .Jt is thought by the 
more historically minded in our midst to have hailed 
from Holland, having been well establ ished there as 
a Species long before th is " Common Market" thing 
erupted. The reason for the migration to Britain is 
not apparent but legend states that this move came 
about in protest against a l·ittle boy from that coun
try who ·ignobly and withou t good reason stuck his 
finger -in a dyke and so prevented his native land 
being covered completely in a pool of water. 

The Noot ·itself seems to have an uncanny sense 
of history and for making history, and for tim ing 
such events. Only in the past week it was reliably 
reported that the species had for the first time ever 
successfully bred on the banks of the Caledon 'an 
Canal near the Highland Capital. The particular 
event, code-named "Noot-Hatch," by local orn itho
loqists, has proved such an attraction to bird
watchers in general that the nearby Loch Garten 
Ospreys are now of "minor interest only". 

One point of note regarding this particular b 'rd 
is that it occasionally engages in a truly impressive 
ceremony of Gamesmanship. Equipping itself as it 
does with a secret, small, hard and spherical
shaped weapon much ·resembling a cricket ball. it 
can deftly produce left spins, right spins, under 
wing and over wing bowls with such sheer skill and 
with suc-h devastatinq effect as to convert wooden 
wick-ets ·into instant firewood. 

RECORD OF SERVICE 
Captain R. S. Hay, BEM, the Quartermaster of 

the 1st Battalion, has decided to produce Record of 
Service boards to hang in Battalion Headquarters. 
However, some of the detail required cannot be 
found from Army or <Regimental records nor from 
memory and it would be appreciated if anyone who 
can complete or correct any of the detail overleaf 
cou ld write Captain Hay direct, c/o f'ort George, 
Inverness-shire, and qive him the additional or cor
rected information. It should be noted that a com
plete list of RSMs is being produced. 
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RECORD OF SERVICE 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

June, 1945-February, 1946-Neustadt, Germany. 
February, 1946-June, 1946-Zeven , Verden , Germany. 
June, 1946-May, 1949-Essen, Germany. 
May, 1949-April , 1950- Berlin , Germany. 
April , 1950-December, 1950-Sennelager, Germany. 
December , 1950-March, 1951- Giasgow. 
April , 1950-May, 1951-Singapore. 
May, 1951-August, 1951- Malaya (Bn HO at Kuantan). 
August, 1951-May, 1952-Malaya ( Bn HO at Tapa h). 
May, 1952-July, 1952- Singapore. 
July, 1952-March, 1954--Malaya (Bn HO at Tamp in ). 
April , 1954-0ctober, 1955-Edinburgh . 
October, 1955-December , 1956-Cyprus. 
January, 1957-August , 1958-Dover. 
August, 1958-0ctober, 1961-Celle, Germany. 
October, 1961-December, 1961-Edinburgh. 
January, 1962-June, 1963--Kenya. 
June, 1963-August, 1963--Swaziland. 
August, 1963-Apr il, 1964--Kenya. 
April , 1964-February, 1965-Edinburgh. 
February, 1965-February, 1966-Borneo. 
March, 1966-April, 1967-Edinburgh. 
April , 1967-January, 1971-Minden, Germany. 
January, 1971-Apri l, 1971-Fort George. 
April , 1971-November, 1971-Cyprus. 
November, 1971-May , 1972-Fort George. 
May, 1972-September, 1972-Northern Ireland. 
September, 1972-Fort George. 

COM MANDING OFFICERS 
1sl BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

1946-November, 1948-Lt-Col B. J. D. Gerrard , DSO. 
December, 1948-December, 1950--lt-Col V. D. G . Campbell , 

DSO, OBE. 
December, 1950-November, 1953-Lt- Col W. D. H. Duke. MC. 
December, 1953-March, 1956- Lt-Col J. E. G. Hay, DSO. 
March , 1956-January, 1959-lt-Col P. W. Forbes of Corse. 

OBE. 
January, 1959-June, 1961-Lt-Col G. R. Elsmie, OBE. 
June, 1961-November , 1963-Lt-Col B. C. A. Napier, OBE , MC. 
November, 1963-0ctober 1965-lt-Col R. W. Smith. 
October, 1965-0ctober, 1968-Lt- Col J. Neish. 
November , 1968-Mar ch , 1971-Lt-Col D. H. W. Brown, MC. 
March , 1971-Lt-Col J. R. A. MacMillan. 

SECOND IN COMMAND 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

-Maj A. W. Gibson, OBE. 
July, 1948-August, 1950- Maj G. N. Ross. 
August, 1950-December, 1950- Maj W. D. H. Duke, MC. 
May, 1951-Maj C. C. Mort ; Maj L. I. G. G. Macl ean. MC. 
February, 1955-March , 1956-Maj P. W. Forbes. 
March , 1956-March, 1957- Maj G. R. Elsmie . 
March , 1957-January, 1958-Maj B. C. A. Napier, MBE, MC. 
January, 1958-August, 1958- Maj R. Ogilvie. 
August , 1958-Apri l , 1959-Maj J. H. S. Turn bull, MC. 
April 1959-July 1961 -Maj R. W. Smith. 
J uly, 1961-0ctober, 1962-Maj M. A . C. Stephen. 
October, 1962-March, 1964--Maj J. A. G. Tindall. 
March, 1964-January, 1965-Maj J. Neish. 
January, 1965-April , 1967-Maj M. H. Burge. 
April , 1967-August, 1968-Maj D. H. W. Brown , MC. 
August, 1968-November, 1969- Maj R. D. L. Smart. 
November , 1969-May, 1971- Maj P. B. de T. Rooke. 
May, 1971-0ctober, 1972-Maj E. F. Gordon. 
October, 1972-Maj P. W .Graham, MBE. 

ADJUTANTS 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

-Capt C. N. Barker, MC. 
April, 1949- Capt T . N. Johnston. 
Apzil , 1949-0ctober, 1950- Capt I. K. Wil l , MC. TO. 
October, 1950-J une , 1952-Capt B. C. A. Napier, MBE. MC. 
June, 1952-March. , 1954- Capt R. C. B. Chancellor, MBE. 
April , 1954-January, 1956-Capt J. J. H. Simpson. 
January, 1956-November , 1956-Capt D. H. W. Brown , MC. 
November, 1956-February, 1957-Capt J. A. G. T indall. 
February, 1957-0ctober, 1957-Capt A . T. C. Brown. 
October, 1957-December , 1959-Maj J . Neish. 
December, 1959-April , 1961-Maj M. H. Burge. 
April , 1961-J uly, 1962-Capt R. D. L. Smart. 
Ju ly, 1962-August , 1963-Capt E. F. Gordon. 
August, 1963-February, 1966-Capt P. W. Graham. 
February, 1966-December , 1967-Capt C. V. Van der Noot. 
December, 1967-December , 1969-Capt N. F. M. Oxley. 
December, 1969-November, 1971-Capt G. H. Peebles. 
November, 1971- Capt A. I. G. Kennedy. 

QUARTERMASTERS 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

May, 1942-1948- Capt (OM) J. M. Lindsay, MBE. 
-May, 1952-CaptjMaj (OM) R. W. McDonald. 
June, 1952-March, 1953-Capi/Maj (OM) R. W. Gibb. 
November, 1953-November, 1955-Lt/Capt (OM) F. Kernohan. 
November , 1955-June, 1957-Lt/Capt (OM) R. B. Wilkinson. 
June, 1957-July, 1964--Capt/Maj/lt-Col F. Kernohan. 
July, 1964-April, 1967-Capi/Maj (OM) C. Michie, MBE. 
April , 1967-January , 1968-Capt (OM) W. Dawson . 
January, 1968-Lt/Capt (OM) R. S. Hay, BEM. 

TECHNI CAL QUARTERMASTERS 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

March , 1957-December. 1958-Lt (OM) C. Michie. 
December , 1958-April, 1961-Lt/Capt (OM) H. Foster. 
April , 1961-May, 1968-Lt/Capt (OM) G. Dunne. 
May, 1968- Lt/Capt (OM) C. D. Thew. 

REGI MENTAL QUARTERMASTER SERGEANTS 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

-J uly, 1948-W02 T. W. Mason. 
July, 1948-April, 1954--W02 B. Miller. 
May, 1954-Aug ust , 1957-W02 G. Dunne. 
August , 1957-August, 1962-W02 W. Bar clay. 
August, 1962-0ctober, 1962- W02 E. Goggle. 
October , 1962-July, 1963-W02 E. Lindores, MM. 
Ju ly, 1963-September, 1967-W02 R. S. Hay, BEM. 
Septem ber, 1967-June, 1959-W02 A. Heffren. 
June , 1969-January, 1970-W02 V. Martin . 
January, 1970-February, 1971 - W02 J. Hutton. 
February, 1971-W02 J. J. Dooley. 

CHIEF CLERKS 
1st BATTALION THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

-July, 1948-W02 B . Mil ler. 
-April, 1949- W02 C. Waterman. 
April , 1949-December, 1950-CSgi/W02 E. Craik . 
December, 1950-July, 1958-Sgi/CSgtjW02 R. S. Hay , BEM. 
July, 1958-April , 1962-W02 G. Gammack. 
April , 1962-July, 1963-W02 R. S. Hay, BEM. 
July, 1963-June, 1968-Sgt/CSgi/W02 A . West. 
June, 1968-Auaust, 1970-CSglfW02 A. Thurlow. 
August , 1970-December , 1971-CSgt E. Peters. 
January, 1972-CSgt I. McFadyen. 

LOCATION OF GORDON HIGHLANDERS AS AT 
JANUARY 31 , 1972 

Brig C. N. BAKER, MBE, MC, Mid West District. 
Brig J. J. H. SIMPSON, HO Strategic Command (SAS Bde) . 
Col A. J. C. RICHARDSON, Ordnance Board , London. 
Col R. C. B. CHANCELLOR, MBE, Ministry of Defence. 
Lt-Col R. W. SM ITH, UKLF, Salisbury. 
Lt-Col J. NEISH, HO Salisbury Plain Area. 
Lt-Col A. T. C. BROWN, RCB Westbury. 
Lt-Col I. C. S. MUNRO , HO South East District. 
Lt-Col M. H. BURGE, British Embassy, Budapest. 
Lt-Col R. A. NICKSON, MC, R & LS HO Scotland . 
lt-Col D. H. W. BROWN, MC, HO Northern Command. 
Maj M. L. DUNBAR, R & LS NE District. 
Maj I. McK ROBERTSON, HO UKLF. 
Maj J. T. D. DURBIN, 2/52 Lowland Volunteers. 
Maj R. D. L. SMA RT , HO 2 Div. 
Maj D. G . B. SAUNDERS. Ministry of Defence. 
Maj W. D. H. WEST , Royal Brunei Malay Regiment. 
Maj T. H. G. DUKE, Royal Mil Col of Science, Shrivenham. 
Maj E. F. GORDON. HO Scotland. 
Maj R. G. D. BRUCE, 2/51 H ighland Volunteers. 

Capt R. E. B. C. GIBSON, Trucial Oman Scouts. 
Capt R. S. FAWCUS, HO Ulster Defence Regiment. 
Capt K. I. H. LUMSDEN , 22 Cadet Training Team. 
Capt D. H. WHITE , Scottish Infantry Depot (Bridge of Don) . 
Capt R. C. I. ROBINSON, HO Highland Area. 
Capt A. I. 0. FORBES, 1/2 GR Hong Kong. 
Capt M. N. B. N. ROSS, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Capt A . HEFFREN, Reg imental Recruiting Team RHO. 
Lt D. L. CONNON, Scott ish Infantry Depot (Bridge of Don). 
2Lt S. C. McDONALD, Scottish Infantry Depot (Giencorse). 
2Lt L. 0. RHODES, Durham University OTC. 

REGULAR ARMY 
Lt A. I. G . KENNEDY (481803) , to be Capt 29th July, 1972. 
DEREK MACDONALD NAPI ER (476591) , formerly Gordons and 

ARA, to be 2Lt 7th September, 1972, with seniority 20th 
November, 1964. To be Lt 7th September , 1972, with 
seniority 20th May, 1966. To be Capt 7th September , 
1972, with seniority 20th November, 1970. 
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2Lt D. L. CONNON (491427), to be Lt 30th January, 1973. 
2Lt THE HON I. D. W. CHANT-SEMPILL (488261), to be Lt 

31st January, 1973. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS 
14466986 WOII EDWARD JOSEPH TAYLOR COGGLE (494577) , 

to be 2Lt 1st November , 1972. To be Ll 1st November . 
1972. 

Lt A. HEFFREN (490099), to be Capt 12th December . 1972. 

SPECIAL REGULAR COMMISSIONS 
2Lt J. G. KERR (490901), to be Lt 15th October, 1971. 
Lt R. D. STRACHAN (490119), to be Capt 18th September, 

1972. 

TERRITORIAL AND ARMY VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Capt A. D. S IMPSON (468220), 2/51 Highland, is granted 

the acting rank of Maj 2nd February, 1972. 
2lt (on probation) P. H. COATS (492876). 2/51 Hiqhland is 

placed on the Unposted List, 1st September, 1972. 
Lt T. G. MACRAE (476044) , 2/51 Highland, to be Capt 5th 

March, 1972. 

1st BATTALION 
STAFF LIST 
CO-Lt-Col J. R. A. MACMI LLAN, MA. 
2 1~Maj P. W. GRAHAM, MBE. 
Adjt-Capt A. I. G. KENNEDY. 
Ops Oflr-Maj A. M. CUMMING. 
Padre-Maj J. B. L. HAY, RA, ChD. 
Paymaster-Maj A. A. BULL. 

( Designate)-Capt I. C. CLARKE, RAPC. 
OM-Capt (OM) R. S. HAY, BEM. 

TOM-Capt (OM) C. D. THEW. 
RMO-Capt R. MACLEOD, RAMC. 
RSO-Lt J. M. W. STENHOUSE. 
10-Lt J. G. KERR. 
U Ed Offr- Lt R. A. OSBORNE, RAEC. 
OC RRT-Capt A. HEFFREN. 
UFO/PRI-Cap t R. D. STRACHAN. 
RSM- WO I J. B. HUTTON. 

OC " A " Coy-Maj N. F. M. OXLEY. 
2 1~Capt R. D. ORO. 
Reece PI Comd-Lt C. E. PRICE. 
PI Comd-2lt J. L. S. BARROW, RAOC. 
PI Comd-2LI THE HON I. D. C. CHANT-SEMPILL. 

OC " B " Coy-Maj C. H. VAN DER NOOT. 
21~Capt M. P. TAITT. 
PI Comd-Lt G. B. ROGERS, 1/2 KEO GR. 
PI Comd-2Lt R. S. COWARD, RAOC. 
PI Comd-2Lt R. A. L. GILCHRIST, BW. 

OC "D" Coy-Maj A. N. M. SCOTT. 
21 ~Capt F. D. H. IRVINE. 
PI Comd-Lt R. A. LAMB. 
PI Comd- Lt M. F. SMITH. 
PI Comd-Pipe Maj J. KERR. 

OC Sp Coy-Maj D. M. H. DU BOULAY. 
2 1~Capt D. M. NAPIER. 
Mor PI Comd-Lt I. D. S. FORSYTH. 
Anti Tank PI Comd-Lt I. F. STEWART. 
PI Comd-Staff Sgt D. GREEN. 

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS 
MARRIAGES 
241 59897 Pte Allan-Married Jennifer Stewart, at Inverness, 

. on 10th July, 1972. 
24122217 Cpl Taylor-Married Brenda White, at Aberdeen, on 

23rd June, 1972. 
24134662 Bdsm Lindie-Married Irene Maria Butt. at Houns

low, on 16th September, 1972. 
24081735 LCpl Williams-Married Moreen Baxter , at Inverness, 

on 23rd September, 1972. 
24043320 Pte MacGillivray-Married Elizabeth Oli\·e Peden. at 

Glasgow, on 23rd September, 1972. 
24159097 Pte Davidson-Married Marion June Curran. at 

Kirriem uir , on 23rd September, 1972. 
24266738 Pte Guthrie-Married Kath leen Stark Turnbu ll . at 

Goldstream, on 23rd September , 1972. 
24150838 Cpl Jolly-Married Mari ene l sobel Ann Morrison. 

at Hun tly, on 30th September , 1972. 
24090094 LCpl Johnston-Marr ied Roselyn Elizabeth Mannie . 

at New Deer, on 16th September , 1972. 
24134107 Pte Gibson- Married Martha Jane Findlay, at Aber 

deen, on 23rd September, 1972. 
24042574 Sgt Moodie-Married Linda Barbara Tawse. at 

Bucksburn, on 22nd September , 1972. 
23959877 LCpl Harper-Mar ried J ennifer Lee Peacock. at 

Aberdeen, on 22nd September, 1972. 
24065605 Pte Taylor-Married Susan Wyllie, at Aberdeen. on 

29th September , 1972. 
23977892 Sgt Henderson-Married Ruby Smith Sher wood. at 

Aberdeen, on 22nd September, 1972. 
24107648 Cpl Chri stie-Married Joyce Andrew, at Banff. on 

23rd September, 1972. 
24084598 LCpl Cooper-Married Dorothy Isabella Norrie. at 

Old Deer, on 30th September, 1972. 
24150624 Pte Gemmeii-Married Chr istine Ann Finlayson, at 

Inverness, on 28th October , 1972. 
24196112 Pte Martin-Marr ied Mary Cole , at Carlisle. on 28th 

October , 1972. 
24040556 Pte Bonner-Married Eleanor Mary Douglas, at Aber

deen, on 24th October, 1972. 
24111621 Pte Ralph-Married Moira Hendry, at Fort George, 

on 4th November, 1972. 
23548849 Sgt Hay-Married Phyll is Chisholm, at Inverness. on 

25th Novem ber, 1972. 
24101850 LCpl Da illy married Margaret Smith, at Dundee. on 

2nd December, 1972. 
24090407 Pte Robertson-Married Dorothy Dalgarno , at Aber

deen on 1st December , 1972. 
24200634 Pte McRobbie- Married S. Marsden , at Motherwell. 

on 30th December, 1972. 
23992151 Cpl. Hepburn-Married E. Smith, at Aberdeen. on 

16th December , 1972. 
24122988 LCpl Milligan-Married Dor othy Whyte, at Aberdeen. 

on 5th January, 1973. 
24193208 Pte Farquhar-Married Corrina Finnegan , at Stra th

d on, on 23rd December , 1972. 
24169691 Pte Mitchell- Married Leonora Crawford Garden. at 

Guildford , on 18th September, 1972. 

BI RTHS 
23909338 Sgt Coventry-A son , Alexander, on 20th July, 1972. 
2411 148 Pte Thomson-A daughter, Maria Jane, on 31st July, 

1972. 
23909402 Cpl Alexander-A daughter, Nichola, on 21st June. 

1972. 
23863926 Pte McPherson-A son, Martin John, on 14th July, 

1972. 
23909046 Sgt Proctor-A daughter, Ruth Ellen Margaret, on 

6th August. 1972. 
24035784 Pte Culliven-A son , Anthony James, on 25th July, 

1972. 
24107736 Pte Murray-A son , Kevin James, on 6th August, 

1972. 
23909401 Bdsm lnnes-A daughter, Lindsay Jane , on 29th 

October. 1972. 
23930163 LCpl Menzies- A daughter, Carol , on 14th May, 

1972. 
23549065 Pte Smart-A daughter , Cathleen, on 16th Sep

tember , 1972. 
24107751 LCpl Syme-A daughter, Michelle Lorraine. on 7th 

September, 1972. 
24060850 LCpl Dailly-A daughter, Charmaine Jane Peck, on 

28th August, 1972. 
23904900 Sgt Shand-A son , James Niddrie, on 21st Sep

tember, 1972. 
23967851 LCpl MacLennan- A daughter , Donna Anne , on 30th 

September. 1972. 
24117475 Pte McMillan-A daughter, Karin Jane. on 8th 

October . 1972. 
24081869 LCpl McDonald-A daughter. Fiona, on 28th June . 

1972. 
23820449 Cpl McDonald-A daughter, Shona Margaret, on 22nd 

September. 1972. 
24153990 Pte Lovie-A son, John Alastair, on 16th September, 

1972. 
23908709 LCpl Inglis-A daughter, Jacqualine Anne. on 5th 

October, 1972. 
24026232 Pte Buchanan-A son , Lee , on 18th October. 1972. 
24117404 Pte Leye-A son , John, on 26th October, 1972. 
24074438 Pte Graham-A son, Martin Alexander, on 3rd 

November. 1972. 
24122217 Cpl Taylor-A son, John William, on 16th November. 

1972. 
24008769 Pte Merchant- A daughter, Teresa Jane. on 29th 

October . 1972. 
24084595 Pte Stephen-A daughter, Laura Ann, on 28th 

October . 1972. 
24042384 Pte Merchant- A son, Brian James, on 25th 

November:,....-l972. 
24111727 yt§ M_o!rison-A daughter, Laura Ann. on 25th 

November, 1972. 
23909425 LCpl Kelly-A son, Robert Anthony, on 6th 

November, 1972. 
23925298 Pte Hendry- A daughter, Theresa Jane. on 2nd 

December, 1972. 

DEATHS 
24159030 LCpl Harper-Died at Armagh, on 14th August , 1972. 
481690 Lt A. D. P. Ross-Died at Ascot, on 19th December . 

1972. 
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SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (BRIDGE OF DON} 
Wavell Company- 1 

Capt D. H. White-Coy :3-(C. 
WOII Watt-Coy Sgt-Maj. 
CSgt Wilson-Accommodation Stores { QM). 
Sgt Muckle-EL Wing. 
Sgt Colville-EL Wing. 
Cpl Dent-Weapon Training Instructor. 
Cpl Robertson-Weapon Training Instructor. 
Cpl Jaffray-Weapon Training Instructor. 
Cpl Dryburgh-Ration Storeman (QM). 

Churchill Company-

Lt A. D. MacDonald-Haig-PI Comd. 
2Lt Cannon-PI Comd. 
WOI West-Superintendent Clerk. 
Sgt Blair-PI Sgt. 
Cpl Smith-Weapon Training Instructor. 
Cpl Wood-Weapon Training Instructor. 
Cpl Bruce-Ammunition/Sports (QM). 
Cpl Sutherland-Officers' Mess Cpl. 
LCpl McNamara-Post NCO. 
LCpl Williams-Provost Staff. 

Band Company-

WOII Flynn-Coy Sgt-Maj. 
Cpl Stewart-Pipe Instructor. 

OFFICERS' MESS 

The David White, Duncan McDonald-Haig, lan 
Chant-Sempill trio has unfortunately now broken up. 
lan Chant-Sempill has departed to rejoin the Bat
talion and will now no doubt see the fruits of a 
one year nine months tour at the depot on seeing 
once again, now in the Battalion, some of the boys 
he trained. Little has been seen of Duncan 
McDonald-Haig of late since he has spent the last 
term at Cameron Barracks with his Platoon. This 
should have given him ample opportunity to plan 
and train . for the Highland Brigade Ski Meeting at 
Aviemore, but sadly the snow has been non
existent. 

Douglas Connon was due to join us a few 
months ago but he is still down in London recover
ing from injuries sustained in a car accident. Surely 
the depot air would render quicker recovery than 
the London smog! He is due to take over lan Chant
Sempil\s old platoon. 

It's sad that Douglas Connon will now be out 
of achon ruggerwise for some time since his 
talents would have been welcomed in the Buchan 
and Formantine Rugger Club for whom the rest of 
us have been playing regularly. The Club is run 
by Keith Schellenbeag of Udny and the depot nor
mally provide a fair proportion of the players. We 
are all grateful to Keith for giving us the oppor
tunity of rugger since the depot on its own could 
not manage to field a team. The most important 
victory for the Club was the recent defeat of the 
depot at Glencorse, 33-3. 

A great deal of shooting was had last season 
and it takes but a fleeting look at the games book 

in the Mess to see who was responsible for the 
majority of game shot. The fishing season has now 
started and we look forward to an equally good 
season on the rivers. 

PERMANENT STAFF NOTES 

Since our last notes there have been several 
departures and arrivals. Cpl Mcintosh and Pte 
''Oban" Milne are now back with the Battalion. We 
wish them luck. At the end of this term there will 
hardly be any Gordons left here. Cpls Jaffray, 
Bruce, Sutherland, Smith and Dent all return to 
the Battalion. Sgt Blair also leaves us at the same 
time. We welcome to the fold Sgt Duncan who has 
taken pride of place in the unit guardroom. Cpls 
Wood and Taylor as training instructors and Cpl 
Robertson on temporary loan from Glencorse until 
the end of the present term. Cpl Robson is attached 
to Cameron Barracks on loan from the Battalion 
until April , and Sgt Colville is now working along
side Sgt Muckle in the Adventure Training Wing, 
the latter is shortly to leave us for Norway and to 
get married. Congratulations! 

LCpl " Girge" Williams can be seen daily assist
ing Sgt Duncan to run the "Hotel". There are no 
shortage of customers! Cpl Dryburgh has adopted 
a son, Malcolm Moakes, two-years-old. LCpl 
"Postie" McNamara has at last passed his driving 
test and is the proud owner of a Mini and rumour 
has it that the GPO are painting it Post Office Red. 
Cpl Sutherland is recovering in the MRS after a 
minor operation, thus earning himself a rest from 
the Officers' Mess for a few weeks and CSgt Wilson 
is standing in for the ROMS while he is away on 
a cou rse. CSM Watt is still CSM Wavell Company 
and is itching to get onto the rivers for the start 
of the fishing season. 

Brisadler Lithgow, whilst inspecting the Guard of Honour for 
!he Administrative Inspection is seen talking to J/ Pte King. 

Life in the Cpls' Mess has been fairly quiet. We 
had a successful Xmas Dance and Draw; a games 
night with the Sgts' Mess and a darts match against 
the ladies of the British Legion at Bridge of Don. 
A dance has been organised for St. Valentine's day 
and yet another one for the end of term. 
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JUNIOR SOLDIERS 

Our junior soldiers have done well both in sport 
and in training and should be c ommended for their 
achievements. 

The following had awards at the last end of 
term prize-giving in December, 1972. JCpl Gibson 
won the Delgatie Cup for the best overall perfor
mance and also won a silva compass for his per
formance in the Cairngorm trek. 

JPte Fowler was the highest individual in the 
small bore competition and also was awarded 
his sports colours for soccer. Finally a special 
mention must be made of the excellent achievement 
of JCpl Macey of Band Company. He was the best 
all-round sportsman, the best all round bandsman, 
the best woodwind instrumentalist, and also got 
his sports colours for Hockey. Let us hope that the 
remainder of his career is marked with similar 
success. 

SCOTTISH INFANTRY DEPOT (GLENCORSE) 

GORDONS AT THE DEPOT 

Lt S. C. McDonald-PI Comd. 

Cpl D. Michie-Trg Cpl. 

Cpl. A. Marjoribanks-Trg Cpl. 
Cpl D. Allen-MT. 
LCpl J. Coyle-Armoury. 
LCpl A. Farquhar-QM's. 
LCpl D. Reid-"HQ" Coy Clerk. 

Pte A. Spence-MT. 

Sgt Philip has now left us for the 1st Battalian, 
along with Pte Gall of the MT, we wish them all 
the best back in the fold. During this time we wel
come Cpl Allen to the MT. In an idle minute whilst 
leaving, Sgt Philip showed the Gordon Highlander 
folder ·in my P·igeon Hole, therefore passing the 
proverbial buck. Needless to say it was empty. 

During my first few weeks, I hunted the depot 
high and low, for the resident Gordon Highlanders, 
needless to say I managed to fi nd a few. LCpl 

TICONDEROGA PLATOON 
Pies Middleton, McMorrln, Kellas. 

(By courtesy of George Duncan, Ed inburgh ) 

Coyle is getting fat in the Arms Store, LCpl 
Farquhar loves the OM's Store and LCpl Reid can 
be seen float ing around in a wee cloud, I think it 
has something to do about him getting married in 
a couple of months time. Cpl Marjoribanks is hav
ing a running battle with the Golden Lions over 
Regimental dress; ster ling stuff, keep it up. 

The Officers' Mess just hasn't been the same 
since Lieutenants Stenhouse and Lamb left. I just 
haven't been able to live up to the reputation left 
by them, in fact I have difficulty in living it down 
at times! As I spend every weekend in Birmingham 
and the rest of the week earning my hard earned 
cash, it is hardly surprising. 

We have no representation in the Sergeants' 
Mess but the rest of the division are proping up 
the bar well. 

The Corporals' Mess is still going strong, and 
the Gordon members can be seen often with pint 
in hand with the rest of them. 

/ NEUVE CHAPELLE PLATOON 
Pie Jaffrey, Pie Winchester, Pie Eadie. 
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MI NDEN PLATOON 
Pies Macey and Scott. 

(By courtesy of George Duncan, Edinburg h) 

ANZIO PLATOON 
Crlghton, Boag, Calder , Mcleod, Byres. 

(By courtesy of George Duncan , Edinburgh) 

LE GATEAU PLATOON 
Ptes McNeill and Findlay. 

(By courtesy ol George Duncan, Edinburgh) 

BURMA PLATOON 
Ptes Frazer, Webster, McSeveney 74, Cpl Marjorlbanks. 

(By courtesy of George Duncan , Edinburgh) 



BALAKLAVA PLATOON 
Pte Hymas. 

TIGER AND SPHINX 

(By courtesy of George Duncan . Edinburgh) 

ASSAYE PLATOON 
Ptes McKenzie, Martin, Allan, Wilson . 

(By courtesy of George Duncan , Edinburgh) 

.. 

EL ALAMEIN PLATOON 
Pte Russett. 

ARAKAN PLATOON 
Inspecting Ofllcer-Lt-Col Stisted, RS. 

Best Shot-Pte Flockhart. 

53 

(By courtesy of George Duncan , Edinburgh) 
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CAPE TOWN HIGHLANDERS 

"HQ" COMPANY 
A rather quiet period from the t raining aspect. 

There were however a couple of highlights in which 
" HQ" Company figured; the first being the inter
Company shoot held in November. Again the boys 
from " Support" showed their flare for the rifle and 
took top honours, thus retaining the "Currie Cup" 
for yet another year. Earlier in October we were 
well represented at the exercise " High Noon" and 
such was the enthusiasm infused, it is our firm 
intention to combine forces with "Bravo" Company 
for a similar " Bivvy" early in 1973. 

The following attended courses at Oudtshoorn 
and gave good accounts of themselves, qualifying 
well: 2Lts Farr, CO Walker; Sgts Cockerill, Gelding
huys. Good show, chaps, keep up the training. 

Congratulations to Lt Haylett (Company 21C) 
on his promotion to Captain. 

December 15 saw Chris Walker taking a bold 
step and tying the proverbial "knot" . Chris we wish 
both you and your good lady all the very best for 
your tutu re. 

"A" COMPANY 
The latter part of 1972 was marked by -increas

ing stability in the organisation of the Company, 
with a welcome team spirit developing amongst the 
Officers and Sergeants whose job -it is to keep the 
Company runn ing in peace ti me. 

During this period "A" Company personnel were 
involved ·in a week-end bivouac taking place in the 
Hermanus mountains. This bivouac, for all members 
of the Battal ion Leader <Group, was to prove ex
tremely arduous with temperatures reaching over 
1 oo• F, and over terrain that, from a distance looked 
relatively easy, but on closer inspection was com
pos€d of loose shale rocks at a very steep gradient. 

"A" Company Leader Group men worked to
geth·er in one of the syndicates and this provided us 
with a valuable opportunity to gauge how our fellow 
sold iers perform under adverse conditions. As is 
so often the case, the tougher the conditions, the 
more cheerful and spirited the men. 

"A" Company also organis€d a radio battle held 
at Batta lion Headquarters for corporals upwards. 
Th is was in line with the increased responsib ility of 
the Section Leader under irregu lar or mobi le war
fare cond itions, and pointed out some usefu l 
lessons ·in radio procedure as well as the exerc ise 
of their imaginations. 

In October, the Company attended one of its 
bi-annual shoots and this was followed in November 
by the Inter-Company Currie Cup Shoot, in wh ich 
"A" Company came second. 

In Dec-ember, various members of the Company 
took part in the annual Freedom of the City march 
with drums beating, bayonets fix€d and flags fly;ng. 
This took place on a wet and w:ndy even ing but 
which nevertheless brought out the citizens of Cape 
Town in force. The Highlanders, as usual , got the 
l:on's share of the applause. 

The Company goes into 1973 with a wel l tr ied 
Leader Group and looking forward to the· oppo·r
tunity of working as a Company at the Battal ion 
camp in June. 

" B" COMPANY 
" Farewell 72, Salutations 73." 
72 was a good year; there were two Exercises, 

our Adm in man, Rfn Hansen is now l cp l Hansen; 
the Company Commander was promoted to• Captain; 
we had 2Lt Phi l ip Dreyer posted to us (welcome) ; 
we regain ed Sgt Kenneth Renske from trying out 
Britain and the Continent for a year o-r so; Cpl 
Wi lson got married; G/0 Bernard Ashl in j oined us 
and in cohorts with his wife produced a daughter 
(congratulations ). 

So, all in all , 72 was a good year. 
Now 73 is going to be a very different sort of 

year. 73 is camp year and the venue· is not very 
popular; flat country, dust and bitter, bitter cold. 
" Ho, hum," a so ldier's lot! 

73 is going to see us lose· a large percentage of 
our old sold iers who have done thei r ten year stints. 
I shall be sorry to see these fam iliar names go as 
we all suffered toge•ther under similar cond itions 
which seem vastly different to the present. 

And 73 is going to test our Admin preparedness, 
what with pre-camp and post-camp Admin. and 
handling " D" Company (out of town members) 
Admin. as well. 

All in all, the past was good and the future 
looks good too. 

"C" COMPANY 
" G" Company has a new Company Commander 

in the person of Captain M . L. Weinstein. Major 
Barry Ventris having been promoted to the post of 
21C. Congratulations, Major, on your increase in 
status. Other Company Officers are 2Lt R. Douglas, 
2Lt R. .Proge-rs and G/0 P . • Anderton. The half-year 
has been comparatively quiet with only one Com
pany parade and one shooting parade, where our 
ranks were very much decimated by the absen,ce 
of university students busy with examinations. Exer
cise " High Noon" proved a success in showing up 
our short-comings more than anyth ing else, and 
something along similar li nes wou ld be t o every
body's advantaqe, it is felt. The Company is now 
busy getting itself -in shape and the next few 
months should see considerable activity. 

CAPE TOWN HIGHLANDERS 
PIPES AND DRUMS 

Band Office-r and .President-Major J. B. Ventris 
(21G) . 

Pipe Major-WOII J . A. Munro. 
The latter h alf of 1972 was a busy but fruitfu l 

p·eriod for the Band. The first important engage
m€nt was a sad but stirring one - a full retreat 
r.eremony in the courtyard of the· Castle, Cape 
Town, at which the retirinp Commanding Officer, 
Gmdt. G. C. C. Albe-rtyn , offi c ially handed over to 
his successor, Gmdt. C. O'Brien. In addition to the 
notables attending the oe•remony, a large• number 
of past and future Highlanders ranging from septua
renarians to toddle rs, gathered at the Castle, 
drawn by the irresistible promise of the pipes. 

In September the Band or-ganis€d an extremely 
successful fu nd-raising premiere of the film, " The 
Godfather," which swelled the •regimental coffers 
by a substantial amount. Those present - among 
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them the Mayor o·f Cape Town and Defence· Force 
officers from a number of units and branches -
enjoyed the pre-show performance by the Band 
(ably assisted by the SA Navy Band and a corps of 
drum-majorettes) , the film itself and the lavish 
spread of cheese and wine provided afterwards. 

Immediately before the film was screened, the 
Band appeared on the stage, and Pipe· Major Munro 
made a short speech of welcome and thanks. In the 
course of the speech it transpir·ed that the occasion 
was by way of being a personal anniversary for him, 
since it was exactly 50 years since his late father 
had been appointed Pipe Major of the CTH. 

The Band took part in the annual Alamein and 
Armistice Day services in October and November, 
and in December led the .Regiment through the 
streets of Cape Town in order to exercise the 
privileges granted it when it received the freedom 
of the city. 

Large crowds braved extremely unseasonal 
showers of rain to watch the " Freedom March", 
and although it is true a few of them might have 
been there to see the several other units also 
taking part in the· parade, the general concensus 
of opinion within the Band was that as far as the 
majority of onlookers was concerned, the show had 
ended as soon as the Highlanders had passed by! 

Tile Band's year ended with its Hogmanay Ball , 
an ;event which, like its predecessors, was well at
tended and a great success. This happy task com
pleted, the pipes fell temporarily silent whi le the 
bandsmen girded their loins for another year's work, 
the first task of which - the State Opening of 
Parliament-was scheduled for early February, 1973. 

OFFICERS' MESS 

After many years of devote{! service to the Regi
ment, Commandant C. C. C. Albertyn announced 
his retirement in June, 1972. A Retreat Ceremony 
was tleld at The Castle at which Comdt Albertyn 
officially handed .over the Regiment to Commandant 
"Bu<:l" O'Brien. A large section of the public at
tended the ceremony which was followed by a 
cocktail party for invited guests. 

Much time, money and effort has been spent on 
re-decorating the Mess during the latter half of the 
year. The H. J. C. Stephan Room is now complete; 
air-conditioning installed, new curtains throughout 
the Mess and complete re-decorating of the Museum 
is in progress. 

During October, Colonel G. W. Thomas was 
appointed Honorary Colonel to the Regiment, a 
position which had been left vacant by the death 
of Colonel H. J . C. Stepan. 

The latter half of the year saw several social 
functions arranged by the Ladies' Committee. These 
events proved very successful and were welcomed 
back after a long absence. 

The strength of the Mess increased considerably 
during the year with the addition of four new candi
date officers and seven new 2nd Lieutenants. Pro
motions were also rife, with five Lieutenants being 
promoted to Captain, and with Major J. B. Ventris 
filling the position of Second-in-Command and Mess 
President. 

T'he year ended with the annual Hogmanay Ball 
which, for the first time in several years. was held 
at a new venue at Westlake. This proved to be a 

great success and a grand time was had by all. A 
very enjoyable way to end up the Old Year. 

We look forward to a very full Mess programme 
for 1973. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 
In comparison to the first half of the year, the 

sergeants have been lying low for the past six 
months, bu ilding up strength for the forthcoming 
camp (some on the beach, the majority in the 
Mess). 

Despite this, we still managed to get in a number 
of shoots and our congratulations go to WOIIs Lloyd 
Baxter and Mike Christiansen, who between them 
share the Schwormstead Trophy for the best pistol 
shots. They decided not to find the best single shot 
as duelling was outlawed in the Cape of Good 
Hope some time in 1852! 

A hearty welcome to our three new sergeants, 
Tim Barrie-Smith, Bernard Gildenhuys and Peter 
Pratten. They are sorely need, especially as we 
have lost Sgts Killian and Jacobson to the "Coun
try" and Staff Ronnie Castle and Sgt Ralph Stani
forth whose t ime has expired. 

Ex-Sergeant Seymour Stech has once again en
riched ou r Mess, this time with a hand-made replica 
of the Regimental Badge, which was immediately 
given place of honour overlooking the snooker 
table. 

A Retreat Parade was held at the Castle in 
honour of the outgoing O.C., and our congratula
tions go to Sgt Major Christiansen on excellent per
formance due to his hard work at rehearsals. 

Despite the long periods of rest, Sgts Watts, Gil
denhuys, Botha and Cockeril managed to slip away 
on a Senior NCO's Course. Anothe bivouac was 
held at Hermanus on what was probably one of the 
hottest week-ends of the year, and the sergeants 
once again proved that they are worth their salt, if 
d iluted with the correct liquid. 

Sgt Tony McQueen's ~ood lady brouoht honour 
to the Mess by giving birth to a new Highlander in 
the first hours of New Year's Day. Once again the 
Highlanders are first in the land. 

We need hardly mention that all the sergeants 
and their ladies enjoyed the end of year parties. 
The best vote goes io the Ch ildren's Christmas Tree 
Party which went off with a bang and from which 
some parents have not yet recovere{! (e.g. toy 
drums at 5 a.m. on a Monday morning) . 

The Sergeants are now gearing themselves up 
to what appears will be an eventful new year. 

CAPE TOWN HIGHL4NOERS REGIMENTAL 
ASSOCIATION 

At our quarterly meeting in August we were 
fortunate to have as our ~uest speaker the well
known ruqby personality, Mr. Frank Mellish, who 
pave us the low-down on South Africa's one and 
onlv plane hi-.iack. After the hazards of international 
rugby, a mere hi-jack is presumably something to 
be taken in one's stride. The audience, t oo, were 
commendably calm throughout. 

In November, Captain Gower of SA Naval Intel
ligence came and whispered d iscreetly in our ear. 
Sorry I can 't tell you more, except that it was 
remarkable that a speaker cou ld be so interesting 
and discreet at the same time. We were glad to 
catch a wh isper from the Silent Service. 

Once again the Alamein Dinner was at Arthur's 
Seat Hotel. Three times in a row (pronounced as 
in boating) at the same hotel! This is surely a 
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record and suggests a degree' of respectabil ity at
tainable only by a company of venerable gentlemen. 
The toast of The Regiment was proposed by ex
Lcpl Bill Houghton (wounded at Gazala), who 
treated us to a witty and most enjoyable speech. 
How a chap who can talk like that managed to 
evade being commissioned is a mystery. He is, 
however, a manager in an insurance company! 

Sixty-five children attended the Christmas Tree 
at Newlands. All told, well over a hundred were 
present and, as always, a good time was had by 
all. A new Father Christmas had to be found, as 
Sgt Lloyd Baxter had been recognised by his own 
children last year. Th is just goes to show that you 
can't fool all of them all of the time. 

Unfortunately, the Hogmanay Ball had to be held 
on Saturday, 30th December. Also, due to the Rio 
Yacht Race, Unitie was once more not available, 
and the Ball was held in the Wynberg Commando 
Recreation Hall , Westlake. In spite of the smaller 
hall, and consequent smaller attendance, the Ball 
was thoroughly enjoyed, so much so that the band, 
"Sounds Everlasting," was persuaded to try to live 
up to its name. Somehow or other, the Dance Com
mittee was back there next morning clearing up, as 
also were all those of the Association Committee 
who had promised. A very stout effort! 

We regret to advise the passing of F. W. Marting 
and Bill Pinnock. Mr. Marting served in the Regi
ment be,fore and during the Anglo-Boer War and 
was a member of the Coronation Contingent to 
England in 1902. He was an enthusiastic operator 
with the South African Legion. Bill rPinnock served 
in the Mortar Platoon in the Western Desert. Later 
he suffered badly from arthritis and was almost a 
complete inval id for many years. To the next-of
kin of both these stalwarts, our sincere sympathy. 

We salute Col. George Thomas, MC., JCD, a 
previous Commanding Officer of the Regiment, on 
his appointment as Honorary Colonel , also Comdt. 
C. O' Brien on his taking over as Commanding 
Officer from Comdt. Albertyn, and Major J . B. Ven
tris, the new 21C. To all of these gentlemen, our 
hearty congratulations and our best wishes for a 
long and successful term of office. 

CTH REGIMENTAL LADIES' COMMITTEE 

During the period under review, there has been 
much ado amongst the ladies of the Regiment. We 
saw with regret the resignation of Mrs. Joan Alber
tyn from the chair in July, after many years of de
voted se,rvice, and an election of a new committee. 
Mrs. Noreen Goveia was elected Chairwoman, Mrs. 
Cheryl Haylett Secretary and Mrs. Lynn Marriner 
Treasurer. 

With the determination of all new brooms, the 
committee settled enthusiastically down to busi
ness- on September 8, 1972, we held a cake sale 
and were thrilled to be able to report that this, our 
first venture into, fund-raising, had earned the round 
sum of R1 00.00. Response to our requests for cake 
contributions was spontaneous and far exceeded 
our expectations. So elated were we with the suc
cess of our cake sale that we decided that the next 
project should be a rummage sale. Once again we 
were surprised by the response from members and 
ex-members, so much so that we were forced to 
make two sale days instead of one. These took 
place on November 18th and December 2nd, 1972, 
and together grossed R140.00. 

This concluded the business for the year and we 
are ple,ased to be able to say that the revival of the 
CTH Regimental Association, Ladies' Committee, 
has been met with enthusiasm and spontaneity by 
all concerned and we hope to go from strength to 
strength in the future. 

2nd BATTALION 51st HIGHLAND VOLUNTEERS 
BATTALION HEADQUARTERS 

CO-Lt·Col D. J . A. Grant, 0 .0. Highlanders. 
21C-Maj N. V. R. Simpson, T.D. Gordons. 
Trg Maj- Maj R. G. D. Bruce, Gordons. 
Adjt- Capt R. I. H. Haugh, 0 .0. Highlanders. 
OM- Capt J. Burns, R.H.F. 
RSM-WOI J. Lauder, A. & S.H. 
Chief Clerk- SSgt J. Jordon, Gordons. 

What are you doing? Waiting to be inoculated, 
sir! I'm going to Gibraltar. Although only 120 men 
are going seemingly everyone else is on standby/ 
reserve in line for a winter holiday. Fun ny goings 
on in Morocco!! Otherwise it's all go for 1973-a 
very full train ing programme and many challenges 
ahead. 

Major M. D. M. Wilson, our Training Major, left 
for Hong Kong during November. The Adjutant and 
OM found time and good reason to visit "C" Com
pany t raining in Cyprus (although some of the 
photos appear to have been taken in Hong Kong!) 
and Reece, Gibraltar (or was it Morocco) for "G" 
Company. 

On a more mundance note we report a confron
tation between a landrover and a car bearing an 
Argyll Recruiting poster on the rear window. Con
frontation is deceiving as both vehicles were 
apparently in reverse. We know that SSgt Jordon 
was in charge of the landrover and understand the 
driver of the car was well known to the RSM. We 
cannot record the outcome but detect a certain 
power struggle over the justice meted out. 

Sgt Reid has taken over from Sgt Donald in the 
hot seat as Signals PSI. He comes to the Bat
talion with the impeccable backg round of having 
served in the 5/ 6th Battalion. 

Majors Buchan and Young continue to amaze 
everyone. Not only do they appear to have very 
important and time consuming civilian occupations, 
they contrive to combine their extra mural activities 
as company commanders with the role of students 
at Open University. Scribe hears that both have 
distingu ished themselves in recent exams. We sit 
in wonder and awe!! 

We are sorry to lose Capt Lewis Heriot-Maitland 
who is returning to Perthshire and eventually to 
1/ 51. s 21C of " D" Company he has done sterling 
work. Captain Steve Duggan now moves to the hot 
seat-our congratulations on well earned promo
tion-despite appearing to march with both arms 
simultaneously t o the f ront at the Recruit passing 
out parade. We hear the photographer, if found, 
will be shot! 

We must thank 1 Gordons for all their assist
ance. Despite a very busy period between Ulster 
tours they found time to give us the benefit of thei r 
hard won experience. The expertise conveyed by 
them has made our t raining that much more 
realist ic. We wish them well during their current 
tour and also in their proposed tour in Singapore. 
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"HQ" COMPANY 

"HQ" (A) Company-
Coy Comd- Major D. A. Young (Gordons) TD. 
I0- 2Lt R. D. King (QOH) . 
GP PI Comd- 2Lt I. McLuckie (QOH). 
CSM-WOII Watson (Gordons). 
CQMS-CSgt Christie (Gordons). 
Assault Pioneer PI Comd-Sgt Donnelly ( QOH). 
PSI- Sgt Rodgers ( QOH) . 

" HQ" (B) Company-
Coy Comd-Capt E. Redmond (QOH) . 
RSO-Capt G. S. Johnston (QOH). 
RQMS-WOII Wright (QOH) . 
CSM-WOII Wilson (QOH). 
"Q" PSI-CSgt Strathdee ( Gordons) . 
Sigs PSI-Sgt Reid (Gordons). 

" HQ" Company continues to flourish as a com
posite Gordan/Queen's Own Highlander Company 
divided into " HQ" (A) and " HQ" (B) and with per: 
sonnel from both of these Companies coming from 
and training in both Keith and Elgin. To the soldier 
steeped in regimental history this may seem a 
simple straightforward explanation of affairs but try 
putting all that across to the newest recruits! The 
writer once made the fatal mistake of trying to 
describe it to two Norwegian officers and in the 
end it is not quite certain who came out of it the 
most bewildered. 

· However, in spite of our mixed family as stated 
at the beginning we continue to flour ish and con
tinue to attract recruits with around forty joining us 
over the past year. As far as competitions go, we 
have probably been the most consistent runners-up 
for everything but as the saying goes "you get nowt 
for being second". 

Over the past few months we have formed an 
assault pioneer platoon under the command of Sgt 
Donnelly, an ex-regular soldier. A high spirit of 
morale exists in the platoon and they put on a very 
fine display of wiring and mining at the recent 
Brigade weekend in Dundee. 

NORWAY VETERANS 
(Exclude Argyll) . Back row-LCpl 's Esson, Taylor Cpl 
Fowler, Pie Marwick. Front row-LCpl Simpson ("0 "' Com

pany), Pte Fowlie. 

One piece of news which will make pleasant 
reading for many Gordons is that CSM Watson has 
been awarded a Lord Lieutenant's Certificate. Jock 
Watson has been in the TA since 1949, apart from 
his period of National Service and has been an 
outstanding example of all that is good in the 
Volunteer Movement to which he has given loyalty 
and service of the finest order. Congratulations Sgt
Major and long may you serve as a Gordon 
Volunteer. 

"D" ( GORDON) COMPANY 
OC-Maj A. D. Simpson. 
21C-Capt L. I. A. Heriot-Maitland. 
CSM- WOI I Prati. 
CQMS-SSgt Warden. 
PSI's-WOII Sharp (1 Gordons), Sgt 

Duncan ( 1 Gordons). 
It would seem that c ontributions to the Regi

mental Mag tend to consist of a list of changes in 
the "Ordbat" ; in any case, this is true of this 
report. Since the last mention of " D" Company, we 
have gained Major Alan Simpson as OC. Major 
Simpson is an old hand in the reserve army, having 
been a Gordon for more years than he is prepared 
to admit- still , he scarcely qualifies for a pension! 
The 21C, Captain Lewis Heriot-Maitland, has also 
had consider.able experience with the old-style T A, 
as well as wrth the Volunteers-though we tend to 
play down the fact that he has re-badged from a 
regiment often scurrilously referred to in bovine 
terms. Lt Norman Goss has joined us after a Short 
Service Commission with the Queen's Own; we look 
forward to benefiting from his undoubted experi
ence. 

Gains in personnel also mean losses. Major Bob 
Aitken left us, first for the London Scottish Com
pany, but he has now moved nearer, to the Grange
mouth Company, of 1/ 51 Highland. It has been 
recently pointed out that Major Aitken has only to 
join Liverpool Scottish and the Black Watch to have 
worn every tartan in the Highland regiments; Cap
tain Tom MacRae transferred to our young sister, 
"G" Company-doubtless to give them the benefit 
of his exper iences in our company! At the time of 
writi~g 2Lt Andrew Nicol is bound for foreign parts 
-Writs-to pursue his new career, in which we 
wish him every success. 

We were delighted when Colonel MacMillan 
came down to a recent training evening with three 
NCO's to give us an insight into the " nitty-gritty" 
of operations in Ulster. All present were unanimous 
in their interest and enjoyment of an absorbing 
evening. Our sincere thanks to the CO for his visit, 
one which provided a further link with our parent 
Battalion, even more valuable since February is our 
month for IS training. 

Another occasion which strengthened the bonds 
with 1 Gordons was the Regimental Ball , to which 
the reserve Gordons were proud to be invited. Our 
thanks to the officers of the 1st Battalion for a 
splendid evening. The Sgts' Mess were also guests 
of the Battal ion at the Dargai Ball; another success
ful evening thoroughly enjoyed by all. We are 
always most anxious to foster relations between 
ourselves in both Companies and the regular Bat
talion, wh ich are presently less than ideal, and can 
never be too close. 

The Sgts' Mess in the Hardgate held their 
Christmas Party and invited the officers. Another 
magnificent occasion, with hospitality and organisa-
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tion on a lavish scale, and an almost unbelievable 
buffet, Henry VI I I style. 

Despite the above list of social events, the main 
efforts of the past months have gone into the con
tinuing process of training. A very hectic camp 
seems almost enjoyable from the safe distance of 
several months, so much so that several members 
of the Company have jumped at the chance of two 
weeks in Gibraltar- some of them have also 
attended a recruits' course at Fort George and/or 
a two week stint in Norway. What with all this and 
BAOR, "Join the Volunteers and see the world" 
could well be the cry! 

Recru iting proceeds apace, yet as ever the c ry 
remains "we want more" ; we are unl ikely to reach 
the stage in the foreseeable future when we can 
turn away young, fit men on the grounds that supply 
has outstripped demand. We are also fortunate in 
having a number of young ex-regulars in our ranks, 
and are glad of the services of Cpl Brown, Cpl 
Mcintosh and LCpl MacFarlane, among others. Any 
readers who can assist by persuading pessimists 
that the "new TA" is neither defunct nor a repl ica 
of "Dad's Army" would be doing us a signal ser
vice. On a related point, 2/ 51 Highland Volunteers 
is seeking young men eligible to join the TAVR, as 
pipers, to boost the ranks of the pipe band. 
Enquiries to any 2/ 51 Dri ll Hall, addresses and 
'phone numbers to be found in the GPO telephone 
directory. 

Having made several references to 1 Gordons 
in this contribution, one ends with another: the vast 
amount of work done by the Permanent Staff 
Instructors- largely unnoticed, often unsung- is 
fully appreciated. It is fair to say that the idea of 
going to the "TA" must be an appalling one fo r 
many regular NCO's, yet not all are desperately 
unhappy during their stay, nor is every PSI over
come with joy at having to leave the Volunteers 
after a tour. This Company has always been for
tunate in having helpful and knowledgeable PSI 's, 
the present ones being no exception, and we are 
always sad to lose them to their own Battalion, but 
their presence in Aberdeen serves, among other 
things, to keep alive the very real affilliation we 
feel to 1 Gordons. 

"G" (THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS) COMPANY 

OC-Maj R. D. Buchan, TD, AMBIM. 
21C-Capt T. G. MacRae. 
CSM-WOII A. R. Burnett. 
CQMS-SSgt C. R. Gibson. 
PSI-SSgt I. Robb. 
No. 1 PI , Aberdeen-PI Sgt A. Dawson. 
No. 2 PI , Aberdeen-PI Comd 2Lt G. G. A. Booth. 
No. 3 PI, Peterhead-PI Comd 2Lt T. C. Jones, PI 

Sgt A. G. McK. Gammick. 

Twice per year Sunray receives a cryptic 
message- RHO want the notes- Yesterday. A 
pained look on his features he has to attempt to 
recollect events-for him a most trying exper ience. 
This time we will start with the bad news. When we 
started the Company we were able to recru it mem
bers at a reasonably satisfactory rate. Recently, 
however, in spite of constant exhortation, adver
tising, and press gang attempts, recruiting has been 
very disappointing. In Company HQ we are willing 
to accept that part of the fault is ours, but we feel 
that oil rush mentality may be more than a little 

the cause. Many of the serving members of the 
Company are finding that they are being requested 
to work a great deal of overtime because of the 
business upswing in the area. In the future a major 
part of our efforts w ill be spent in regaining the 
initiative in the recru iting field. 

At the time of writing these notes we are pre
paring to go to Gibraltar fo r our Annual Camp. We 
are to replace a Company of 1st Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers on Frontier Guard Duties. We are very 
pleased that we have been given this demanding 
role. The Company will be a composite one, mainly 
Gordons but augmented where necessary with other 
members of the Battalion. Enthusiasm is obviously 
rising as the men are plotting t ri ps to Tangiers 
hopeful of assignations in the casbah. I hope that 
some of thei r ventures will bear mention in the next 
notes. 

Those intrepid followers of Company Orbat will 
have noticed quite a few ommissions. Three of our 
Subalterns have now finished their studies and left 
the area. 2Lt Coats has graduated B.Sc. { Forestry). 
2Lt Ell iot has one subject to get his law degree 
and is now serving as an Argyll w ith the 1st 2/51 
{ H) Vols. 2Lt Kidd has still one subject to get for 
his M.A. We wish them well for the future and thank 
them for their help in forming the Company. 

2Lt Booth, who is stil l serving with the unit 
graduated H.N.D. {Agriculture). 

We were very fotunate recently in having Lt-Col 
MacMillan of the 1st Battalion as a guest lectu rer 
on Internal Security, especially as it affected the 
Battalion in Northern Ireland. Junior NCO's 
2nswered questions in formally after the main lec
ture. In our Internal Security weekend we held a 
fairly intensive crash course followed where pos
sible by practicals. One Subaltern still blushes at 
the ment ion of " car searc hes" and claims he is 
now an expert in " planting incriminating evidence". 

The CO Lt-Col Grant was a visitor when Col R. 
Bannerman, TD, presented SSgt Gibson with his 
efficiency medal. Col Bannerman in his speech 
t raced the history of the Volunteers since the Battle 
of Harlaw and their relevance today. We con
g ratu I ate Pte Cobban (Aberdeen PI) and Ptes 
Marr, Reid, A., Thorn and Young (Peter head PI ). 
who are now LCpls. 

The Company Commander has been gazetted 
fo r his TD. 

2 Platoon 
We are becoming a fairly cosmopolitan Platoon. 

In August I took a patrol of six men to train in 
Trandum, Norway. The patrol consisted of myself, 
Cpl Fowler, LCpl 's Esson and Taylor, LCpl Simpson 
("D" Company) and Ptes Fowlie and Marwick. Th is 
gave us some valuable trai ning in foot patrolling in 
(worse luck) undulating countryside. We visited 
Oslo for the weekend and there was at least one 
tearful goodbye or was it "au revoir" within the 
patrol on our departure. 

Training at home has inc luded extensive shoot
ing, weapon t raining, and map read ing to upgrade 
ou r trained soldiers. 

More recently the Platoon has been t rain ing 
hard in preparation for our camp in Gibraltar. This 
has included drill for ceremonial guard duties and 
some I.S. work. On our return from Gib. 2 Platoon 
will lead the field in a " massive" recruiting c a,.,.. 
paign in the Aberdeen area. 



TIG ER AND SPHINX 59 

SCOTTISH NORTH EASTERN BATTALION 
ARMY CADET FORCE 

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS NOTES 
Due in no small part to the fast approach ing 

senility of our Cadet Ex,ecutive no notes were for
warded in time for the September issue of the 
" Tiger and Sphinx," however, much chastened he 
has been release<! from durance vile and is once 
more loose amongst an unsuspecting Cadet world. 

Camp this year took place,, or was endured, 
dspending upon the feelings of the lucky voluntee,r, 
at Swynnerton , near the village of Cold Meece (yes 
truly) in Staffo rdsh ire. Th is camp with its vast 
tra:-ning area is on the site of a wartime explosives 
factory complex, with 15 miles of roads, the remains 
of about an equal d istance of railway lines and 
800 acres of enough ruined and partially demolished 
buildings to rejoice the heart of the maddest RE. 
The accommodation was superb, admittedly there 
was some lack of space in the Officers' Mess Ante 
Room, as with a dining room capable of seating 
forty odd Officers, the ante Room had but 20 chairs, 
so spirited games of musical chairs took place to 
decide who should sit down The WOs and Sgts 

had a splendid Mess and the Cadets' accommoda
tion was good if rather too flimsy for their robust 
behaviour, which resulted in each Company having 
to pay up £25 damages. Once again train ing was 
by Companies with a Senior Cadets Cadre being 
run by Captain Kenneth Lumsden and his wily band 
of instructors wh ich included Sgt Howie, making 
his farewell appearance before returning to duty 
w:th the Bn, and Sgt James, making his debut. The 
weather was merciful unto us and the sun shone 
continually, thus making it possible for the' fu ll pro
gramme to go through unaltered. Much fun was had 
at the boating lake where the Army Youth Team 
enjoyed a fortnight paddling about call ing, " Come 
in boat No. 6, your time is up." Orienteering, sport, 
It's a Knock-out, Field Training, all went with a 
swing and a successful time was had by one and 
all. 

The sporting season opened well with the 
Jun:or Swimmers sweeping the board at the Scot
tish ACF Championships and the Seniors taking 
second place, six of our Swimmers went on to swim 

THE COMMANDANT WITH THE OFFICERS 2 nd WEEK AT SWYNNERTON CAMP, STAFFS. 
Stand ing- Capt Mitchell, 2lt Bolland, Capt Sainsbury, Lt Conn, Capt Strachan, Lt Slm, Capt Morrison, Lt Bain, Capt Pickthall, 

Lt Lindsay, Lt Henderson, U/ 0 Stoaling, Lt Greig. Seated-Mal Molt, Col Burnett, Rev. Banyard, Mal Allan, Mal Slm. 

(By courtesy of Staffs Photo Services (Stone) Ltd. ) 
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for the Scottish Team, and three ended the season 
by swimming at Sandhurst in the ACF UK Team. 

Once again the Cadets suppl ied the stewards at 
the Braemar Gathering, now an annual invitation 
which we were glad to accept. Our Adults team 
which competed against the rest of Scotland on the 
ranges at Barry Buddon scored a resounding vic
tory over teams from the rest of Scotland. 

Towards the end of the year 44 Cadets spent 
the week-end with the Battalion at Fort George, and 
enjoyed every minute of their stay. Not unnaturally 
i! was the cooks who got a large share of the 
pra ise, a Cadet being a bottomless .pit which can 
never be filled. 

It was, however, on a very sad note that the 
year ended because in late November we lost Major 
W. Allan who commanded the Kincardine Company 
and in early December the second blow fell when 
R.S.M. A. Y. Thorn of the City of Aberdeen Company 
also died of heart failure. Both of these men gave 
unstintingly of their time and experience to the 
benefit of their Cadets, and each in his own sphere 
formed a very essential part of the organisation. 
Their loss had been deeply felt and ony time will 
heal the scar. 

As we go to press we learn of the tragic death 
of Lt Alan Ross and join with the Regiment in 
mourning his passing. All those of us who were at 
Blackfell Camp in 1966 will remember with affec
tion the ebullience with which Alan carried out the 
tasks set him, when he spent two weeks with us as 
OC the demonstration section. 

Col K. M. Burnett presents the Platoon Lines Cup to CSgt 
R. Boyd of the Por\soy Platoon. 

(By courtesy of Staffs Photo Serv ices (Stone} Ltd.} 

"B" ( ABERDEENSHIRE ) CADET COMPANY 

It is twelve months since we last had notes 
published in the Journal so if by any chance some 
of the following notes seem like history, please ex
cuse our scribe. 

As usual, we begin by saying farewell to per
sonnel who have given up some of their spare time 

to assist in the running of the Pis of the Company, 
namely Sl J . Leel of Strichen, Sl A . Innes of Fraser
burgh and Sl J. Reid of Turriff. They will be missed. 
On the brighter side, we welcome the following 
adults: Sl A. Lamond to Jnverurie, Sl E. Mtlllgan to 
Bucksburn. Both of these adults were Cadets up 
until 12 months ago and this is the type of young 
man that we are after. By the time of going to 
press we also hope to have with us another young 
man from Turriff who has served with the 1st Bn 
Gordons for nine years, namely Mr. Addison who 
at one time was employed in the Orderly Room. 

During the course of the year quite a few awards 
came to personnel of the Company. In January 
New Year's Honours List Certificates of Good Ser
vice were awarded to SMI D. Reid of Bucksburn 
and to Cadet RSM D. Masson, the latter is now an 
adult with "D" (Kincardine) Company. In May, 
Captain W. B. Strachan was awarded a Lord 
Lieutenant's Certificate by Sir lan Forbes Leith of 
Aberdeenshire, and to finish off the award list, 
Captain P. Dawson and Captain W. B. Strachan 
both received their Cadet Forces Medal for 12 years 
meritorious service. Well done. 

Once again the Company takes the lead in the 
number of Adults and Cadets who have attended 
courses during the year. In April Cpl Murison and 
Cpl Burnett, both of Huntly PI, endured the rigorous 
fortnight at the Outward Bound School in N. Wales 
and attained a good report. Lt D. Reid qualified at 
the School of Infantry in July and immediately 
launched forth into teach ing our Trg Officer his job!! 
Lcpl Findlay, Lcpl Park and Cdt McDonald from 
Fraserburgh attended an F and RT Course at York 
·direct from annual camp and the following month 
Lcpl Park set off for Aldershot to try and learn 
how to boil water ,at the ACC HQ. He qual ified. 
Lcpl Findlay .is off in the fi rst week in January to 
try and qualify for his Crossed Swords at the PT 
School in York. We are quite certain he• will suc
ceed. 

The following are the trophies that have been 
gained by the Company since January this year:
The Colonel King All Comers Cup for full bore 
shooting at the ACF Wapinschaw, th is is a trophy 
that is usually ·held by the ATC, but smart shooting 
by Sgt Watson, Sgt Holgate, Lcpl Milton and Cdt 
Findlay brought the cup to the Company. The Nor
man Gray Shield for the most awards in Cert. "A" 
for the Training Year remains with us for another 
year. In swimming we have the Scottish ACF 
Junior Cup due to the efforts of Lcpl Findlay of 
Fraserburgh, Cdt W. Gibb and Cdt M. Howard of 
Huntly. In addition, we collected the Thornton
Kemsley Cup for the Inter Cadet Force Champion
sh ips, thanks once again to Sgt Watson, Lcpl Find
lay, Cdt Lawtie and Cdt Gibb. These same four 
went on to represent the Scottish ACF at the Nat
ional Championships held at Oswestry in October 
and gained the following awards: Sgt Watson, one 
Silver, one bronze; Lcpl Findlay, two Silver, two 
Bronze; Cdt Lawtie, two Si lver and Cdt Gibb, three 
Silver Medals. In November Sgt Watson , Lcpl Find
lay and Cdt Gibb represented the ACF in the Inter 
Service Championships held at the Military Acad
emy at Sandhurst and assisted the ACF in gaining 
second place in the overall Championship. We in 
the Company are very proud of them. 

In the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme five 
members of Fraserburgh PI have gained the Bronze 
Award, seven boys from Turriff PI have passed the 
Police Service ·in the Bronze section and a number 



TIGER AND SPHINX 61 

of boys from lnverurie PI are awaiting the fesults 
on the same subject. Each year more and more Pis 
are taking up this scheme to try and interest the 
Cadets. 

For the first time since its inauguration, we 
failed to have a cadet nominated for the Best Cadet 
Competition. It was just one of those< years when 
most of the important events were taking place at 
the same time and the Cadets of the Company who 
were eligible for the contest were eithe<r on courses, 
visits to BAOR or were not of age, but in the com
ing year we have ·great hopes for this event from 
some of our rising stars. 

The most important event of the year was, of 
course, the annual camp in Stafford. The billets 
were good, the food could not be bette<red, and the 
weather was just what the doctor ordered. What 
most of the Cadets don't know was on the day after 
they left for home the weather broke and for the 
first time for many years the drains could not cope 
with the rain and there was severe flood ing and 
electricity was cut off for some time. We, were< lucky. 

The Adults and their wives and friends had 
their usual night out in May at the Alexandra Hotel 
in Fraserburgh and after a first-class meal we enter
tained ourselves to dancing with the aid of a record 
player and to the stout lungs of Punchy's brother
in-law, a grand piper. I wish our OC would issue 
diaries to certain members of the Company to en
sure that they know what's on and when. 

Two more of our bachelors have been led up 
the garden path, SSI D. McKay and Sl E. Milligan, 
both ex-Cadets, were married in the summer, Milli
gan ·in June and McKay in July, and at the same 
time we have heard of an engagement ·in the Ellon 
area. Some chaps will never learn. Anyway, we 
wish them all the best. 

In our last notes we mentioned the breakthrough 
at Kemnay, the PI has now been in existence this 
past twelve· months and were accommodated in 
the hall of the rBurnett Arms Hotel, thanks to the 
generosity of Mr. Elrick. But now that the hall ·is 
being rused extensively for functions we had to 
make a move to other accommodation and again we 
landed lucky by getting access to the· school in the 
town due to the efforts of the Headmaster who is all 
for the youth movement. The centrally heated 
school is just ideal for the PI as most of the boys 
are .pupils, they treat it with reverence. 

Our other school unit, Ellon Academy, is coming 
along very nicely, due to the ·efforts of Mr. Bolland 
and Sl J. Middler. T<hey have gained a few Part l 's 
and are hoping for at .Jeast th ree Part ll's in the 
coming year. Most of their week-ends are spent 
rock climbing under the direction of Sq James, 22 
CTT. With the influx of Americans in the area, the 
oil boom, we actually enrolled our first American 
to the Ellon Pl. He turned up on a bicycle complete 
with stetson and holster, but the holster contained 
northing more sinister than a torch and his bicycle 
tools. We have since learned that his parents are 
moving again, a great pity, as Wyatt Earp, as we 
called him, would have turned out to be a charac
ter. He nearly gave the AAI a heart attack recently, 
he actually asked to be fitted with a skirt. Of course 
he meant a kilt. 

There •is still no word of the new hut for Huntly 
PI but we are keeping our fingers crossed. We have 
a fine bunch of lads now and with the Henderson 
brothers in charge, are beginning to make their 
mark in the Battalion. 

lnverurie are a wee bit short in numbers at the 
present, but this seems to be a phase that most Pis 
go through at some time or other, therefore we are 
not really worried. 

Fraserburgh PI is now under the command of 
our Training Officer, Captain Dawson. This is due 
to the fact that Sl J. Ritchie is now attending col
lege in Aberdeen and has taken up temporary resi
dence there. The PI seems to have blossomed out 
as the sports PI of the Company, with umpteen 
footballers and National swimmers, not to mention 
crackshots by c oming in second in the Lyon Cup 
competition a fortnight ago. Lcpl Findlay broke a 
few school records at their annual meeting and we 
hope he will do the same· at the Scottish ACF Sports 
in 1973. Two of the,ir comrades are now Junior 
soldiers at Gordon Barracks and are• sure to make 
the grade, namely W. Park and C. McDonald. 

Peterhead is still having a rough time with only 
one adult in charge and Albert Middler gives most 
of his spare time with the Pl. He has been having 
assistance from our Company Commander, Major 
Chalmers, but this can't always be the case, as 
pressure of work sometimes keeps him busy. If 
any ex-Gordon reads these notes and comes from 
the Peterhead area, I hope he will consider an 
appointment with the ACF. It is all in a good 
cause. 

It is just two months ago that Strichen PI organ
ised a sponsored walk for the sake of charity and 
handed over a sum exceeding £200. Most of the 
lads had blistered feet but they all say it was worth 
it. That's spirit for you. It wasn't mentioned at the 
beginning of these notes, but this PI obtained 
another two adults and both were ex-Cadets, namely 
Sl Sharp and Sl Wilson. It is always an achieve
ment when a cadet who has reached the ripe old 
aqe of 18! stays on in the movement as an adult. 
We could do with more of them. rEx-Sgt Mathieson 
still pays a visit when he is :home on leave· and of 
course Gdsmn D. Murray doesn't fail us either. 

Bucksburn PI have been through a rough time 
lately with vandals taking a liking to their windows 
for target practice. We are pretty certain that the 
culprits are not ex-Cadets but boys from the area 
who are just plain jealous of the Cadets who are 
in the hut and enjoying themselves. Numbers fell 
off at the start of the training season but are be
ginning to pick up again, and those lads who were 
told to get their hair cut have actually done so. In 
the past six months ·a least five of the PI have 
joined the Regular Forces and all seem to be liking 
it. We are quite proud of this record and there is a 
whisper of some more thinking about it. 

We have already mentioned about the D of E 
Awards earlier ·in the notes, but this PI has seen off 
three Cadets to the .Regular Forces ·in the past six 
months, which is not bad for a small town l ike 
Turriff. When the boxing championships come off 
in January, this PI are pretty confident of collecting 
the trophv. It isn't that they like to box, but the PI 
Commander just says, "You will box," and they box. 

We would be wrong to finish these notes without 
a mention of the 1st Bn Gordon Highlanders, who. 
since their return from Northern Ireland, nave· visited 
all our Pis and given various demonstrations of 
modern weapons to the Cadets. They also invited 
50 Cadets from the Bn to Fort George for a week
end of activities, 16 from our Company accepted 
and enjoyed themselves so much they want to know 
when the next week-end is coming off. 
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REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATIONS 

2nd BN OLD COMRADES' ASSOCIATION 

On the 1Oth November we held our second re
union in the Queen 's Hotel, Aberdeen. Seventy-four 
sat down to a first-class meal and with the drinks 
being free (courtesy of Major T. Adam) and with a 
splend:d company, who could ask for more. Colonel 
G. R. Elsmie welcomed everybody to the dinner and 
hoped they would have a pleasant evening. He 
personally had to take things easy after his recent 
illness. We had as our guests Major P. W. Graham, 
MBE, Mr. Chant Sempill, WOI West and the ROMS 
from the Scottish lnf Depot. Pipe Major R. .S. Nicol 
entertained the company to a selection of pipe 
music, including the old Company calls. This went 
down very well. A free raffle· took place for which 
we have to thank a few dedicated members of the 
Assoc iation for the gifts they generously donated; 
we also have to thank the Officer i/c the Regimenta l 
Recruiting Team for their contribution too. During 
\'he course of the evening members were asked if 
they were in favour of a dinne•r-dance for the spring. 
The vast majority voted for one, and just to make 
sure, our treasurer booked the Queen's Hotel fo·r 
Saturday, 21st April , 1973. Th is date was fixed to 
give people from the south a chance of attending 
as it was also Easter week-end. The secretary will 
be sending out circulars in the next few weeks giv
ing all details relating to the ·dance. This will be an 
open event and members are invited to bring along 
their friends. If -it is a success it is sure to be an 
annual event. 

5th, 7th AND 5/7th BNS. 
THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS 

OLD COMRADES' ASSOCIATION 

These notes will be mainly conce rned w:th 
reporting our very very successful SILVER JUBILEE 
REUNION, which took place on Saturday, 28th 
October, 1972. The committee are delighted with 
the response they got - it proved to them that all 
their work was not in vain. 

At about 6.30 p.m. they began to· arrive. First 
·in was the mini-bus load from Edinbu rgh, then the 
Dyce-Bucksburn bus, next the Dees'de bus with 
five members from Lanarksh:re who were picked up 
at the Cults Hotel with the Cults contingent. F:nally 
the Buchan bus. The ne·xt thirty minutes were spent 
in getting re-acquainted. At 7 p.m. after some group 
photographs were taken, 170 members and guests 
sat down to the meal - "Cookhouse" having been 
played by Pipe Major Nicol. 

There were speeches by Lord Salerno (Chair
man for the eveninq and also President of th<;! As
sociation) , The Colonel of the Regiment, OC 1st 
Battalion, the ·Association Chairman and the Asso
ciation Secretary. After a stirrina speech, the Rev. 
C. H. Stuart gave the toast to " The Fallen". The 
main theme in the speeches was on the remarkable 
turn out after all these years, also the tremendous 
"Regimental Pride" shown by all present. 

My experience was that everyone was look•ing 
for someone they had not seen for years. I was 
continually being asked is " so and so here?" and if 

so, could I point him out. Some ·requests were for 
news of people who were not present, but there 
was always someone who could give some details 
of the person the inquiry was about. 

Our Shetland Branch made a tremendous effort, 
nine coming from the Islands. They were joined by 
four working on the mainland. Most of them made a 
holiday of it, bring·inq their wives with them. A 
party of five visited Regimental Headquarters and 
as usual were generously entertained. They were 
very impressed with the -Regimental Museum and 
vowed they would come to see it aga:n and bring 
their wives with them. 

During the evening we held our usual draw. Th is 
t: me we had a large number of prizes donated by 
those present. The following are a few:- D. Bell , 
! gallon whisky; W. 'Mclaren, a sheepskin rug; Shet
land Branch, a travelling rug; H. Michie, Gordon 
Tartan travell ing rug; R. Yule, box of groceries; 612 
Club, bottle of whisky; and a number of other gifts. 
We also had various sums of money in donations. 
It was the unanimous opinion of all who attended 
that "it was the best Reunion yet!" 

The following guests attended:- Lieut. General 
G. ·Gordon Lennox, Colonel of The Regiment, Lieut. 
Colonel T. R. A. McMilian, OC 1st Bn., Sgt Boyle, 
1st Bn., Major A. D. Simpson and Cpl McKen, "D" 
Gordon Company, Major R. D. Buchan and Ssgt 
Gibson, "G" Gordon Company, 51st Oiv. Volunteers, 
WOI West, WOII Watt, Gordon Barracks, and Ssgt 
Donald, Army .Recruiting Staff, Ke·ith. 

In order to give justice to this report, it would 
only be r ight to show the pride the members have 
in the ·Regiment by listing their names under the 
names of the places they came from:-

Ballater - K Forbes, R. B. Nicol, E Rat~ray, 
J. Watt. 

Culler - G. Moultrie , C. E. Do-uglas, P. Donald
son, A. Gray, C. Christie, G. Hay. 

Dinnet - A. C. Anderson, D. Glass, H. Michie. 

Aboyne - J. Davidson, Glentanar. 

Millt:mber - W. McHardy, A. Moncur, Major W. 
Lawrie. 

Banchory - Major J. :M. Burnett , H. J. Gatto, 
R. Cranna. A. Mathieson, 'H. Michie, F. G. Mitchell , 
B. Milne, W. McRobbie. 

Cults - F. Borthwick, J. H. -Robertson, P. 
Robertson. L. W. Smollet, H. Thomson, D. Yeats; 
Captain N. W. I. Meldrum, H. McBain. 

Echt - Rev. C. H. Stuart. 

Dyce - G. Hird, A. Steel, G. Robertson. 

Fraserburgh - A. Cardno, W. F. Milne. 

Tarves - G. Rennie. 

Fetterangus - A. Gray, W. Gray. 

.Strichen - G. Dunn, J. Stewart. 

Bucksburn - J. L. Davie, J . . 1. MoPherson, J . 
Rae, E . . Rei~ . A. S. Third, W. !hornson, C. Dunn. 

Mintlaw - J. Penny, 



TIGER AND SPHINX 63 

Methlick - D. Henderson, L Beaton. 

Longside - A. Innes. 

Peterhead - D. A. Donaldson, J. M. Scott, J. 
Third, A. Milne, D. Thorn. 

Hatton-L. T. Cantlay, J . Cruickshank, J . Ogston. 

Keith - G. S. Harrower. 

lnverurie - W. Walker. 

Newburgh - W. Cheyne. 

Balmedie - Colonel G. W. Bruce. 

Glasgow Area - W. Martin, Carstairs; T. S. 
Struthers, Lanark; A. Shankie, Lanark; J. Ford, 
Larkhall; J. Crichton, Strathaven; H. Thomson, East 
Kilbride; A. McPharson, Glasgow; W. Redman, Les
maha.gow. 

Edinburgh Area - · Brigadier The Lord Salerno; 
Captain H. A itch ison, Goldstream; D. Bell , East 
Linton; H. Thomson, Edinburgh; W. Mclaren, Ed in
burgh; J . Nicol, Musselburgh. 

Dundee - J. Buchan, J. Copeland, W. Craib, R. 
Clark. 

Arbroath - A. Scott. 

Perth - W. J. Jamieson, Scone. 

Kirriemuir - 0. Greenhill, D. Wyllie. 

Stonehaven - W. R. Donald, C. E. Leighton, 
R. J. Taylor, R. .w. Taylor, R. Reid. 

North of Keith - W. F. Duncan, Forres, Lieut. 
Colonel D. Polson Hall , Nairn; A. L. Pearson, Nairn; 
W. Tough, Brora; H. Fraser, ·Elgin; R. Hay, Lassie
mouth; R. T. Wood, Strathy Point Lighthouse·. 

Aberdeen - T. H. Barron, J. Cal-dwell , Major W. 
Craig, W. Craig, Jun., J . Dalgarno, W. Duncan, J. 
Fraser, W. Fraser, G. Geddes, J. Glennie, G. Gray, 
A. Grant, I. Hughes, A. Innes, J . Leitch, Captain R. 
P. Manson, A. Melvin, R. A. E. Mitchel l , R. W. Mc
Ewan, Major J. M. Mcintosh , G. M c lennan, A. 
Pickard, D. W. ·Ross, R. Sutherland , A. Sim, R. Yule, 
Lieut. Colonel J. Crighton , .u G. D. Diack, A. C. 
Giles, J. Halt, G. Kidd, J. Watt, H. E. M. Biss·et, S. 
Bruce, W. Byars, R. Douglas, A. Leslie. 

Englan d - tM. Aitken'head , Corby; B. J. Bowett, 
l..:incoln; D. W. M illar, Bedford; Captain J . G. San
derson, Colchester; J. C. J. Smith, Slough; J. Grant, 
West Drayton; N. C. Stewart, Rayleigh; J. A. Taylor, 
Bournemouth; K. Kerr, Ipswich. 

Shetland Branch - W. Garriock, A. Leslie , J . 
Strachan, E. Leask, J. Garriock, H. Garriock, W. 
Hughson , J. Ganson, W. J. Smith. 

Finally, the committee had so many letters of 
congratulation that .it would take up a lot of space 
to quote from them all, so here are quotes from 
two which (live an indication of the appreciation of 
an excellent evening:-

Major R. D. Buchan - "We appreciated the oppor
tunity of mee·ting former 'Territorials' which we 
feel helps us to get a bette·r appreciation of the 
Territorial Spirit which the -Rev. Charles Stuart 
stated 'makes the soldier go two miles when 
asked to 90 one'." 

Mr. D. W. Millar, Bed ford - " It was a wonderful 
evening. It shows a spirit of comradeship and 
Reg·imental Pride which you could not explain 
to an outsider." 

SHETLAND BRANCH 
The Annual Dinner-Dance of the Branch was 

held in the .Hay field Hotel on 15th November, 1972. 
Owing to illness, bad weather and some unavoid
able commitments, the· numbers were· down to 18 
couples. As usual, everything went with a swing. 
Bi ll Garriock, the Chairman, welcomed the company 
and thanked them for braving the atrocious weather. 
A special we lcome was given to Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Burnett as th is was the•ir first attendance. Bill is at 
present working in Shet land. Dancing started about 
9.30 p.m. and with the usual breaks for refreshment, 
continued unti l midnight, when, fortified with hot 
soup. the company once more braved the stormy 
weather for home. Looking back, the evening was 
most decidedly a success. We are lucky in having 
a nucleus who are determine·d to keep the Reunions 
ooing as long as possible and as long as we have 
the Hayfield Hotel as a venue· we can achieve this. 

Our next Association function is the Dinner 
·Dance and Social Evening to be held in the Queen's 
Hotel, Aberdeen, on Saturday, 5th May, 1973. We 
sincerely hope we will have the same• excellent sup
port we had •in 1972 when some 320 were present. 

Once more our Christmas Draw was •its usual 
success, some 26 prizes were distributed to winners 
from a farge area. 

OBITUARY 

It is with great regret that we announce the 
sudden death of Neil R. Hay at 41 Kirkhill Road, 
Aberdeen, on 24 July 72. He was a very recent 
member of the Association who served with the 
5th/7th Bn in "C" Company. Our condolences go 
to those left beh ind. 

Another tragic loss we have to report, w:th 
great regret, is the sudden death of John T. 0. 
Garriock, 44 Goodlad Crescent, Shetland. He was 
one of fou r brothers who joined the 7th Bn at 
Banchory. He was well respected by all who knew 
him, kindly and always willing to help. Well known 
by the Officers of the Battalion as he spent most of 
h·is se·rvice at batman or Officers' Mess waiter. He 
was employed as head porter at the Gilbert Bain 
Hospital, Lerwick, where he was very well known 
and deeply respected. We extend our sympathy 
to those left behind. 

J.M. 

6th BATTALION OFFICERS' CLUB 
The Forty-Eighth Annual General Meeting and 

Dinner of the 6th Gordon Highlanders (Great Wars) 
Officers' Club, was held in The Northern Hotel, 
Aberdeen, on Friday, 20th October, 1972. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from:
Col K. M. Burnett, TD, Kemnay; Col C. A. Cowie, 
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RAMC, TD, Dalkeith, Western Australia; Col W. C. 
Dewar, TD, Sutton; Lt-Col P. J. P. Donald, Windle
sham; Lt-Col G. J . Lobban, MC, TO, Scarborough, 
Canada; Lt-Col A. W. Macdonald, MC, TO, JP, 
Buckie; Lt-Col R. W. Smith, Salisbury, Wilts; Major 
P. Bell , Th irsk; Major D. E. Fraser, MB, ChB, Dyce; 
Major L. S. Hatt, TD, Biggin Hill ; Major G. Morrison, 
DSO, Bathgate; Major K. E. Muirhead, TD, Miranda, 
NSW, Australia; Capt J. Q . P. Curzon, Mintlaw; Capt 
R. T. McMillan, Glasgow; Capt W. W. Walker, Aber
feldy; Lt D. D. Booth, AISP, Honiton; Lt J. Doeg, 
Lacock; Lt A. Phi lip, Alforc1. 

Those attending the Dinner included:- Brig The 
Lord Salerno, KB, CBE, TO, Salerno; Lt-Col H. I. L. 
Bradshaw, Tweedsmuir; Lt-Col M. H. H. Du Boulay, 
MC, MA, Forres; Lt-Col G. B. Kynoch, CBE, TO, JP, 
DL, Keith; Lt-Col R. W. Petrie, MC, Glasgow; Lt-Col 
M. Robb, TO, Aberdeen; Lt-Col A. W. Rose, TO, B L, 
Luncarly; Lt-Col A. Selbie, Aberdeen; Major R. D. 
Buchan, Methlick; Major B. T. Catto, Alfo rd; Major 
R. C. Christie, LLB, Aberdeen; Major George 
Donald, TD, Pelton; Major E. J. Gordon, MBE, TD, 
Keith; Major S. Ross, TD, BL, Tu rrill; Major W. B. 
Shearer, MC, TD, Aberdeen; Major J. B. Singer, 
TD, JP, Turrill; Major J. C. Williamson, OBE, MC, 
TD, DL, Aberdeen; Major D. A. Young, TD, Foch
abers; Capt R. D. Bain, Catterl ine; Capt A. L. 
Buchanan-Smith, MP, Salerno; Capt A. J. Carnie, 
MC, Aberdeen; Capt Sir William S. Duthie, KB, OBE, 
Sanderstead; Capt The Rev. I. R. Gillan, TO, BA, 
Roslin; Capt W. K. Leggat, MC, Turrill; Capt I. 
Shepherd, Aberdeen; Pipe Maj or T. J . Smith , Keith. 

Guests of the Club were:-Lt-Col J. R. A. Mac
Millan, MA; Lt·Col C. J . H. Mann, OBE, TD. 

t~ . 

Private Guests:-Lt-Col R. A. Nickson, MC; Lt
Col J. Shankley, TD; Major C. R. D' l Kenworthy; 
Major N. Simpson, TD; Capt A. D. R. Farquharson; 
Capt G. A. Paterson, Capt K. J . Peters, JP; Lt N. 
Meldrum. 

After the Loyal Toast and the Toast to " The 
Memory" had been g iven the Toast to " Absent 
Members" was proposed at the usual hour by Capt 
ian Gillan and his speech was so unusual and so 
much appreciated that I asked him if I could have 
a copy of it for the record and I append this here
with. I know that al l who heard it will welcome the 
opportunity of recal ling it at leisure. This speech 
set a very high level of performance which was 
maintai ned throughout the rest of the evening. 

The Toast to " The Regiment" was of course 
given by Lt-Col J. R. A. MacMillan, MA, son of the 
MacMillan of MacMillan who took over the High land 
Divis ion when General Rennie was killed. 

Col MacMillan continued with ian Gillan's 
theme of the need for people to volunteer to pre
serve the things that really matter. Referring to 
what was happening in Ireland today Col MacMillan 
pointed out that there was very great danger of the 
conflict spreading to Liverpool , Manchester, London 
and other places unless a political solution could 
be found quickly. 

CAPT THE REV I. R. GILLAN'S TOAST TO 
" ABSENT MEMBERS" 

When Jim Williamson asked me to propose the 
Toast to " Absent Members" he reminded me that 

Capt A. J . Carnie, MC; Brig he Lord Balerno, KB, CBE, TO; Majs G . Donald, D; B . T. Caito ; Capls Sir W. S. Duthie, KB, 
OBE; W. K. Leggatt, MC; Maj E. J . Gordon, MBE, TO; Lt-Col H. I. L. Bradshaw; Capt K. J . Peters, JP; Lt-Co l J . R. A . 

MacMillan , M.A. ; Lt-Col R. W. Petrie, MC; Lt-Col C. J . H. Mann, OBE, TO. 
{By courtesy of Aberdeen J ournals Ltd. ) 
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it was usually given in a l ight-hearted, remini scent 
vein. I am sorry, however, that I cannot comply. It 
happens that I got a smack on the head early in 
the First World War- it was before the days of tin 
hats- and it seems to have upset my memory of 
that particular period of my life. So I am afraid I 
can't entertain you with tales of the high-jinks and 
ribald remarks of the 6th Gordon Highlanders in 
France and Flanders, as Bill Leggat did a year or 
two ago. 

So, with your permission, Mr. Chairman, I pro
pose to embrace, along with absent members of the 
Club, all the volunteer soldiers who fought in the 
two World Wars and all who are serving in the 
Territorial Army today. 

Being of the cloth, I like to have a text to hang 
my discourse on, and for that I have gone to that 
inexhaustible source of quotations, William Shake
speai"e. 

Do you know about the old lady who was taken 
to see Shakespeare's Hamlet? When they asked her 
how she had enjoyed it, she said she liked it very 
much, but she was su rprised to find it was so full 
of quotations! 

The quotation I have chosen comes from The 
Life of Henry V, and it is part of the King's speech 
to his troops on the eve of the Battle of Agincourt. 
It is. a " pep-talk" : and I dedicate it to all Old Stiffs. 

Henry speaks:-

"Th is day is called the Feast of Crispian: He 
that outlives this day, and comes safe home, will 
stand a tip-toe when this day is named and rouse 
him at the name of Crispian. He that shall l ive this 
day, and see old age, will yearly on the vigil feast 
his neighbours and say 'Tomorrow is St. Crispian': 
Then will he strip his sleeve and show his scars, 
and say 'These wounds I had on Crisp ins day'. And 
Crispin Crispian shall ne'er go by from th is day to 
the ending of the world, but we it shall be remem
bered: We few, we happy few, we band of 
brothers: For he today that sheds his blood with me 
shall be my brother." 

And it is to the band of brothers-"we few, we 
happy few", that I address the Toast of Absent 
Friends tonight. 

And for King Henry's bow-men you may read 
whatever Corps you will-be it Gordon Highlanders 
or King 's Own Scottish Borderers, Lancashire 
Fusiliers or Royal Artillery. 

And for the Field of Agincourt you may read 
whatever Field you wil l- be it Neuve Chapelle or 
Alamein: Normandy or Beaumont Hamel: Dar
danelles or Burma. For " he that sheds his blood 
with me shall be my brother". 

We may, I think, do this without undue 
immodesty. After all we delight to honour the 
memory of our comrades who fell in battle-and, 
as is our custom, we have already done so. Surely 
we may let fall a few petals from our Wreath of 
Remembrance on those who shared their hardships 
and their hazards and who, in God's Good Provid
ence, came safe home-and of whom some have 
already seen old age! 

I cast my net this wide of a purpose: for in this 
band of brothers I discern the outward image of 
a whole attitude to life. I see them as the flesh 
that walls about a spirit of rare worth-the spirit 
of the volunteer: the man who is always willing: 
always ready to go the "second mile" our Lord 

spoke of without sending in a bill: sensitively re
sponsive to the plea of the ancient Prayer:-

" to give and not to count the cost, 
to fight and not to heed the wounds, 
to labour and not to ask for any reward." 

The term "yes-man" carries a derogatory impli
cation , but I look on the yes-men and women as 
the salt of the earth: the sort of people who say 
yes without demur when they are asked to take on 
some extra job; never stopping to ask the question, 
" what is there in this for me?" 

And we must never forget that it was the men 
who answered the call to arms: in Kipling's words, 
who " simply heard and doubled out": it was these 
men-among them the 6th Gordon Highlanders
who drew from the Commander-in-Chief of the 
B.E.F. in France in th~ fi rst year of the 1914 War 
the Special Order of the Day:-

" 1 say without the slightest hesitation that, with
out the assistance that the Territorials afforded, it 
would have been impossible to have held the line 
in France and Belgium and to have prevented the 
enemy from reaching the Channel Ports." 

The triumphant vindication of Lord Haldane's 
long drawn-out campaign, backed up by King 
Edward VII. 

The Victor's palm for the Volunteer. 
I know that in the old 92nd there was an un

written law " Never Volunteer" : but that was be
gotten of a fierce pride in the Regiment and a 
settled belief that a man could have no higher 
ambition than to be, and to remain, a Gordon High
lander. 

That, however, was a special case. Today things 
are very different. We live in an entirely changed 
world , and it sometimes seems to me that today 
everything conspires to discourage the voluntary 
spi rit. 

Witness the treatment of the Territorial Army in 
recent years: of the Civil Defence: of the Voluntary 
Fire Service: and I understand there was even a 
proposal that blood donors should receive payment. 
There is little encouragement from the high seats 
of Authority. 

There are, of course, the bright spots. There 
are these admirable officers and men serving in the 
T.A. today, who toil and sweat to make bricks with 
a meagre issue of straw: and there are numbers of 
youngsters who join the Voluntary Overseas Ser
vice, lured on by the beckoning finger of 
Adventure and Romance: but precious little is done 
to stimulate the voluntary spi rit. And it is not good 
for the nation's health: and it bodes ill for the 
future. But when I think of those men whose motto 
was "Service not Self" my heart leaps up. 

There is a saying: " He does not die who can 
bequeath some influence to the land he knows": 
and one can only hope that when this country pulls 
itself together the light will dawn and the under
standing come, that nowhere but in the pattern of 
life bequeathed by such men as these is salvation 
to be found. And then we shall be a great country 
again. 

One further thought. 

I quoted the ancient Prayer: " to give and not 
to count the cost: to labour and not to ask for any 
reward" . But there is a reward; and one we have 
not asked for. And I th ink it is to be treasured 
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more and more as the years go by. It is with us 
now. As we sit in the quiet room-quiet, at least, 
for the moment!-there is the comfortable feeling , 
not marred by any background music of self-blown 
trumpets, but in humbleness and thankfulness. that 
we have at least tried to do our duty: and the heart
warming sense that we are at one with the great 
company of those who, in their days have felt it 
their highest privilege to keep the Sovereign's 
Peace, to guard these shores inviolate and to 
defend their country's heritage. 

I give you the Toast of Absent Members, "we 
few, we happy few, we band of brothers". 

LONDON ASSOCIATION 

The London Association held it's AGM and 
Annual Re-union in the London Scottish Canteen by 
kind permission of the Commanding Officer on the 
10th November, 1972. It started off with the Secre
tary meeting with an accident and crippling himself 
for the evening. However this occurred after all the 
admin had been completed so nothing was held 
up. We have to thank Brian Goddard for arranging 
the necessary treatment and lan Rodger for his 
efficient handling of the MC's duties. Brian also 
done a great job in tracing Jack Kean's relatives 
to take him home after the party. In spite of all 
this the re-union went off very well , mustering about 
sixty-five people. We were very pleased to see Gen 
E. C. Colville, Col R. M. Neilson, Lt-Col McMillan, 
OC 1st Battalion; George Cobb from RHO. and 
several other well known faces. We hope for more 
next year. and several other well known faces. We 
hope for more next year. We take this opportunity 
to thank Pipe Major De Laspee, London Scottish, 
who always is so willing to pipe for us. Wally 
Durant must also be congratulated for the excellent 
meal he produced at such a reasonable price, and 
to Col Lees we owe our thanks fo r the beer. During 
the last few months lan Rodger our Welfare Officer 
has been busy visiting the 1st Battalion wounded 
from Ireland who have been in the local hospitals 
and seeing to their needs. The troops have been 
most appreciative for our help. Mrs. Lees and lan 
are now very busy laying on a bumper Christmas 
Party for the kids, which we all know will be the 
usual success. The usual party gathered at West
minster Abbey on Armistice Sunday to pay our 
respects at our Regimental Plot. I do wish we could 
manage a few more at this short gathering. 

We have managed to bring in a few more 
recruits and hope our present members will still 
keep looking out for more. 

All our members join the President and Chair
man in wishing our comrades, ex and serving, a 
very prosperous New Year. 

A CALEDONIAN HOLIDAY 
The Gordon Highlanders have many ex-members 

out in Canada, and indeed have a sister Regiment, 
The 48th Highlanders of Canada. In spite of this 
we hear little of the intimate goings on in that 
great country. I was lucky to book a holiday with 
my son who now resides in Agincourt just outside 
Toronto. I called it a Caledonian holiday because 
it was so very Scottish. In the first place we flew 
out by Caledonian Ai rways Jet. We were met by 
my son and his wife who are both members of 
Scottish dancing teams, so we were all set to meet 

plenty of Scots. Our first introduction was the 
opening of the World Scottish Festival held in the 
Canadian National Exhibition grounds. To herald 
this occasion, 2,500 pipers and drummers from 
various countries marched through the city headed 
by the Military Band of the Scots Guards and 
Mounted Police, interspersed by small highland 
dancers and various Highland Chiefs. This show 
of Scottish organisation certainly made Toronto sit 
up, and the crowds went mad with excitement, 
whilst the show of tartans gave the colour television 
a real field day. The following day the Toronto 
Scottish Trooped the Colour in the presence of Sir 
Henry Leask, KCB, DSO, OBE, GOG Scottish Com
mand, and received a special message of c on
gratu lations from H.M. The Queen Mother. I must 
say this was well deserved as their drill and turn 
out was excellent. There followed a four days' 
Scottish Military Tattoo which included perfor
mances by the band of the Scots Guards, 48th 
Highlanders of Canada, Toronto Scottish, Toronto 
Metropolitan Mounted Police, and students from 
local colleges. This was a real Scottish spectacle 
and drew the crowds from near and far, includ ing 
the U.S.A. To round off the Scottish week we had 
the finals of the Inter-Continental Pipe Band and 
Drum Majors' championships. One hundred and 
fourteen bands had competed, split into four 
groups, so it was no easy task for the judges, 
however , Edinburgh City Police managed to top 
the bill. During all these festivities it was natural 
that we should get round to the Regimental Messes. 

The 48th Highlanders have a very homely club 
and museum at 519 Church Street, Toronto. where 
we were made most welcome and met many 
friends. They are a very fine Regiment and keen to 
retain the old army traditions. Visits were also made 
to the Toronto Scottish and many pleasant moments 
were spent in the pipers' c lub there. 

Having taken ou r fill of Scottish festivities it was 
t ime to see some of the surrounding distr ict. 
Toronto situated as it is on lake Ontario, the lakes 
become the holiday resorts equivalent to our sea
side. It is therefore fashionable (as soon as funds 
permit) to build a cottage on the lake or run a 
weekend caravan. We visited friends at several of 
these haunts and had some very enjoyable parties, 
with everyone joining in the fun: swimming, games 
and Scottish dancing on the lawn until the early 
hours. This is a country where they work hard and 
play hard. 

On these jaunts I was able to meet up with 
several old friends. One of interest to some readers. 
Joker Watt, ex-band boy and "C" Company, 1st 
Battalion. He will be remembered by some for 
winning the hurdles at the Poona games and so 
gaining the Brigade Cup for the Regiment. He is 
now a retired prison officer living in Port Dover, 
Ontario, and would welcome a visit from any ex
Gordon travelling that way. 

When in Canada a visit to Niagara Falls is a 
must. Although the falls are a picture in mid
winter, they are much more attractive in summer 
and the surrounding country is most attractive with 
fru it and flowers. Whil st in this area we moved into 
Kingston to stay with friends. Kingston is one of 
the old Canadian fortifications of the British 
American War of 181 2/ 14, and although the garri
son has been removed the Military College still 
remains. From here we paid our respects to Fort 
George, built in 1796/99 ot replace Fort Niagara. 
It remains today as a very interesting museum and 
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picnic area. Well worth a visit is old Fort Henry. 
This fort is very much like our Fort George in 
Scotland, and in the summer months is just as 
much alive. Manned by selected Military students 
the whole fort is furnished in 1812/ 14 style. he 
students' dress, drill, and carry out the whole 
routine as at that period. Here one can witness 
Guard Mounting, Fire and movement exercise, and 
see the big guns fired just as it happened in 1812. 
These same students conduct parties round the 
fort and it's museum, giving most interesting details 
of all that is going on at the time. Having said 
farewell to the forts we journeyed back to Toronto. 
Here we found a marvellous science centre which 
really is worth seeing and unlike most of this type 
of place is has plenty to amuse the kids. A truely 
fascinating place. One other interesting place quite 
near town is the Black Creek pioneer village. 

Another one of those places brought back to 
life as it was in the year 1867. Everything was 
working and so alive that I was able to buy a 
pound of freshly milled flour at the water driven 
mill. It would be a sin to leave Toronto without 
visiting the New City Hall in Nathan Phillip Square. 
This is a wonderful building with the most attrac
tive hostesses to conduct you round. Ask any 
question and they know the answer. The view of 
the city from the top of this building is very much 
as that from the Dominion Tower, the tallest build
ing · in Toronto, which is situated quite near. 
Within walk ing distance of the city centre is the 
Parl iament building which is also very impressive. 
Inside it contains a very attractive museum of the 

products of Ontario with two rooms set aside show
ing the history of Canada with original documents 
and prints laid out in very interesting sequence. 
Close by is the Sick Children's Hospital, well worth 
a visit if only to see the collection of objects 
cleverly extracted from the stomachs of the bairns. 
I hope these few words will help someone holiday
ing round Toronto. If emigrating just work well, 
play well , and we hope you will do well. 

JACK KEAN 

PERTH BRANCH NOTES 
Secretary-Mr. J. W. Watson, 49 Kingswell Terrace, 

Perth. 
Mr. James Pullar, a founder member of the Perth 

Branch, died on 20th September, 1972. James 
served with the 4th Battalion from January, 1918 
until December, 1919. Until his retiral, he was 
employed as a meter inspector with the Hydro Elec
t ric rBoard. He was the last original member of the 
Branch. We extend our deepest sympathy to his 
widow and two· sons. 

Congratulations to· Mr. and Mrs. George Ronald 
on the occasion of their golden wedding anniversary 
on 29th September. Best wishes from all of us, 
George and Jean. 

The Secretary and Bill Jamieson represented the 
Branch on the occasion of the Remembrance Day 
.Se·rvice and laid a wreath in the Garden of 
Remembrance. 

NOTTINGHAM ASSOCIATION 2nd GURKHA WELFARE APPEAL BUFFET AND DANCE. HELD AT THE CENTRAL ORDNANCE 
DEPOT, CHILWELL, NOTTINGHAM, ON SATURDAY, 18th NOVEMBER, 1972. 

Left to right-Ex-Ppr P. Larkin ; Andrew Ferguson ; Sgt Chandra bahadur, RAI (7th Gurkha Ri fles) ; Ppe Cpl Makarjang, Lumbu 
(7 GR) ; Lt-Col A. McGee; Ppr Shl rekumar, RAI (7 GR}; Maj D. Steele, RAOC; LCpl Manprasad, Llmbu (7 GR); Rflmn 

Harlprasad, Limbu ; Ex-Ppr D. Selby ; Ex Ppe Cpl A. M. Ferguson. 

(By courtesy of Charles A. Noble, Nottingham) 
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The Ladies' Section had a very enjoyable after
noon in 'Edinburgh on 6th 'December, when 40 mem
bers and friends had tea and attended a perform
ance of " The Black and White Minstrels. " A very 
good time was had by all. 

On the who le, th ings have been very quiet, but 
monthly branch meeting and wh·ist drives have re
commenced for the season and we .may have more 
to report in the next issue of "Tiger and Sphinx" . 

Members will be ve·ry sorry to learn of the death 
on 23rd January, 1973, of Mrs. Harriet McQueen, 
wife of the late Colin James McQueen, MBE, who 
for a number of years was President of the Perth 
Branch. 

Mrs. McQueen took a v,ery active part in the 
act ivities of the Ladies' Section until she and her 
late husband moved to Upwood, Huntingdonsh ire, 
a number of years ago. 

NOTTINGHAM ASSOCIATION 
The annual general meeting of the Nottingham 

Association was held on Thu rsday, 19th October , 
1972, when the fol lowing office-bearers and commit
tee were elected:- President, Lieut. Colonel R. G. 
Lees, MBE; Vice-President, Mr. S. A. Marshall ; 
Chairman, Mr. W. A. Harris; Secretary, Mr. L. :K. 
Howlett; Treasurer, Mr. P. Larkin; •Branch Committee, 
Messrs. A. M. Ferguson, P. Smart, D . Selby, A. J . 
Smith, J. Westray. 

The branch opened the social season with a 
social evening at the Commercial Hotel, Beeston, 

on Saturday, October 21st, 1972, wh ich was a great 
success, repeated yet again in December, but by 
far our biggest effort was in aid o,f the Gurkha Wel
fare Appeal Fund when the branch organised a 
buffet dance which real ised £100.00 towards helping 
our good comrades, the Gurkhas. Our own Pipers 
under "Fergie," were joined by two Pipers from 
the 7th Duke of Edinburgh's Own Gu rkha R-ifles 
who played "right royally" for us through the even
ing. Pat Larkin and Dave Selby played .respectively 
for Kath leen Shore's fine display of dancing during 
the evening. 

Our sincere thanks are d ue to all those who 
worked so hard to make the dance the resound ing 
success .it was. The Army, in the shape of the 
Central Ordnance Depot, Chi lwell, and the staff of 
the Military W ing gave us every co-operation and 
deserve special mention. We are now in the middle 
of our preparations for our 12th annual Burns 
Supper and Dance, our secretary in particular is 
mightily pleased that we now have a keen treasurer 
in ex-Pipe .Pat Larkin to help him with .his labours. 
We all .look forward to yet anothe·r enjoyable even
ing. The branch is sti ll looking for some of our one
time members to return to the fold. There are 
dozens of ex"Gordon H ighlanders living ·in the Mid
lands area, and if any of them should rea<i these 
notes and are interested in joining the branch, they 
have only to contact 1Les 'Howlett, our secretary, at 
12 Grace Avenue, Beeston, Nottingham, who will 
supply all relevant details. They are assured of a 
warm welcome among old friends and comrades. 
Meantime, our very best wishes for 1973 to all 
Gordons past and present, wherever they may be. 
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A. DUNLOP 
(Props.: R. & A. MAIN) 
Watchmaker & Jeweller 

SPORTS TROPHIES 

SUPPLIED and ENGRAVED 
SKEAN DHUS-DIRKS 

GOLD or SILVER 
BROOCHES 

ROAMER-CITIZEN 
BULOVA-INGERSOLL 
WATCHES 

7 5 HIGH STREET 
NAIRN 

Tel. NAIRN 3336 

MACE 
WHOLESALERS 

for the 

NORTH-EAST OF SCOTLAND 

A. R. GRAY 
LIMITED 

P.O. Box No. 33, BROADFOLD ROAD, 

BRIDGE OF DON, ABERDEEN 

Telephone. 
40311 (5 lines) 

AB9 SBS 

Telegrams: 
'Gray, Aberdeen" 

MASONS of INVERNESS 
for all 

* WASHING MACHINES 

* COOKERS 

* FREEZERS 

* T.V. 

* RADIO 

* HI-FI 
* CASSETTE RECORDERS 

et c. 

H.P. and Credit Terms avalfable. 

MASONS 
1 Tomnahurich St., 56 Eastgate, 

32-34 Waterloo Place, 

INVERNESS 

Telephones 34692 and 36922 

DRY CLEANED CLOTHES* LOOK SMARTER * LAST LONGER 

WHEN DRY CLEANED BY-

CLAREMONT 
THE CLEANERS 

40 CLAREMONT STREET 
and 

450 UNION ST. ST. NICHOLAS ST. 
27 ROSEMOUNT VIADUCT 

122 KING STREET 343 GEORGE STREET 
197 ROSEMOUNT PLACE 

THE SQUARE, CULTS 
and our new 

DRIVE-IN CLEANING CENTRE 
at 207 Union Grove 

Telephone 52255 
Also the 

CLAREMONT CLEANING SERVICE 
at 105 Victoria Road, Torry 

(Tel. 20532 ) 

for COIN-UP LAUNDRY, DRY 
CLEANING and LAUNDRY. 

Published by Nor lhern Publ ishers (Aberdeen) Lid 11 Albyn Terrace. Abprdeen and Pnnled by Holmes McDouga Lid Aberdeen 
A.D 0 



Consulting our Holt's Branch is like consulting 
a brother officer. They are your Regimental bankers. 

They have been Army Agents for over 1 60 
years. 

They know the Army from the inside. The1r 
advice on overseas postings, mil1tary insurance, 
taxation and pensions is unique. 

Now. as a branch of Williams & Glyn's Bank. 
Holt's can back up their Intimate knowledge of the 
Army with the resources. the extra services. the 
investment know-how and the network of branches 
of a big national bank. 

And they share Will1ams & Glyn's determina
tion to build their serv1ce around the customer- to 
be what you want a bank to be. 

HOLT'S BRANCH 

Kirkland House. Whitehall. London. S.W.1. Tel: 01 -930 1701 
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